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Fourth Letjer on Che Glacier Theory^ to Professor Jameson. 

By Professor Forbes. 

Genevv, hth Octobn' 1842. 

My Deiir Sir, — Since my last letter from Zermatt, I have 
had ail opportunity of examining the glaciers on different sides 
of Monte Rosa, particularly those of f^ys and Macugnaga, and 
those near the Valley of Saas ; and on my return to Cha- 
mouiii early in September, [ devoted a day to each of the glaciers 
of Trient and Argentierc, before resuming my station at the 
Moiitanvert, where I remained until almost the last days of 
the month. , 

What I think it most interesting now to add as supplemen- 
tary to my former statements, is not a description of these 
various glaciers, but, with -particular reference to the Mer tfe 
Glace, t9 mention what the extended period of examination 
which I have been able to give to it, ha*s enabled nie to con- 
clude beyond what is contained irj my previous letters, re? * 
specting the Theory of glacier-mo fement generally. ^Having 
accurately observed the condition and fnotiohs of. tliifl glacier 
throughout by far the greater yajrt of the season ;at which iJ? 
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or indeed any glacier is easily accessible, or sufficiently Tree 
from snow for accurate observations, — having also, especially 
during the month of September, observed it under every cir- 
cunjstarice of weather and a great range of atmospheric tem- 
peratnrei I believe that I have obtained the cliief data neces- 
sary for basing a theory of its motion, upon sound meclianical 
principles, r The changes which I have witnessed upon its 
surface! (furing the period of above three months during which I 
have studied it, are so great and reniarkable, and in some re- 
spects so unexpected, as to be of capital importance in any 
theory which may be proposed. 

I was very greatly struck with the change, in the general 
appearance of the glacier during my absence, from the 10th 
August to the 10th September. I left it comparatively high 
and tumid in the centre, at no great depth below the arrete of 
its natural boundary, the moraine by its side ; and fissured by 
crevasses, deep and rather narrow, with well-defined vertical 
walls. — On my return, the icy mass had most visibly sunk in 
its bod ; it seemed to me to have a wasted, cadaverous look ; 
the moraines protruded far higher than belbrc from its sides ; 
and the ice itself clinging to the moraine at a considerable 
height above its general level, was cohered by vhe fallen masses 
of stone and gravel which had rolled down the inclined plane 
formed by thir, central subsidence. The whole resembled 
somewhat the Wye, or some of those narrow tidal rivers 
whose muddy banks are left expe^ed by the retreat of the ocean. 
That this subsidence was in a good measure occasioned by the 
melting of the ice in contact with the bottom of the valley 
in which it lies, and by the falling together of the parts in a 
soft and yielding state, owing to a complete infiltration of tlie 
whole mass with water during the warm season of the year, 
was proved by a variety of circumstances which I shall not 
stop to detail. 1 may mention however, that the crevasses were 
wider but less deep and regular, — excessively degraded on the 
side to vdiieh the mid-day suii had free access, and in many 
places where several crevasses nearly joined, the icy partitions, 
had ’sunk ^gradually to>vartls a level, and thus rendered the 
fissured ]parts of the glacier,mej*e easily traversed than at an 
Apiier part ‘of the sea^>on. It/s plain, too, that the fact of the 
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in6rc fapid advancement of the centte of the glacier mentioned 
in my -earliest letter, implies a subsidence of that part, and a 
consequent drain from the lateral ice, to supply the vacuity 
which it leaves. 

It will at once bo understood that the change of wtich I 
speak in the external figure of the ice, its crevasses and ine- 
qualities, is an oJfijct due to tlie sea^n, and must beri*epcated 
every year. Were the summer considerably prolonged, the 
annihilation of the glacier would take place from a sRnplo con- 
tinuation of the process, namdly, the increased velocity of the 
ccnti’al part, the exaggeration of the crevasses in, width, and 
the falling of their walls, or rather the gradual subsidence of 
tlie elcvi^ions, softened by the warmth, into the lidllows which 
separate them, whilst the mor^line would be left in all its 
continuity as a witness of the original boundary of the glacier. 
The ice must possess within itself some reproductive power 
(if the phrase may be permitted,^ to restore it in spring to the 
lo.vcl from wherice*it had descended ; and since crevasses thus 
form, extend, and again vanish, — ^j)erhaps in a single season 
but certainly in a very few years, — ^we must consider the glacier 
as a much more plastic body thaij it has commonly been ima- 
gined. • 

1 state it, then, as a result of. observation the most direct, 
that, in the early part of summer, the glacie^* level is highest, 
and the fissures least numero|is. The latter form and widen 
especially during the monttfs of June and July; and, in the 
beginning of August, the glacier is most difficult to traverse, 
(generally speaking), owing to the multitude and sharpness of 
these cracks ; but later, the prolonged sunshine and autumnal 
rains, not only reduce the ice to water, and thus jearry off a part 
of its surface, but leave the remainder in a softened and plastic 
state, in which the tendency is to a general subsidence of all 
the elevations, whilsj: the prolonged excess of velocity ofThe 
central above the lateral parts, causes an increased hollow- 
ness and subsidence there, and produces a.great fij^uring, the 
lateral ice still clinging to the mm^aines, which it is compelled 
gradually to uneq^er. Before spring, by some pr^ess- which 
. it remains to explain, the level of the ice is restored*(supposing 
the glacier not to bo permafigntly wasting). 
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Another mode of considering the successive conditions of a 
certain portion of the glacier, will lead also to the admission 
of the ever-varying state of its aggregation and subdivision. 
In a glacier, like the IMet de Glace of Chamouni, which pro-* 
sents a great many and well-marked “ accidents’’ of surface 
in its dilferent i)arts, it is yet perfectly well known, that, though 
continuaKy n\oving and* changing, the distribution of these 
“ accideifts'"’ is sejisibly invariable. Every year, and year af- 
ter vear, Vhe water courses follow the same lines of direction, 
— their streams are precipitated into the heart of the glacier 
by vertical, funnels called “ moulins at the very same 
points, the fissures, though forming very different angles with 
the axis or sides of the glacier at different points of iVs length, 
opposite the same point arc 'always similarly disposed, — the 
same parts of the glacier, relatively to fixed rocks, are every 
year passable, and the same parts are traversed by innume- 
rable fissures. Yet tho^ solid ice of one year is the fissured 
ice of the next, and the very ice which this year forms the 
walls of a “ moulin,’' will next year be some hundred feet far- 
ther forward and without perforation, whilst the cascade re- 
mains immovable, or sensibly so, with reference to fixed ob- 
jects around. All these facts, attested'by long and invariable 
experience, prove that the icoof the glaciers is insensibly and 
continually moulding itself under the influence of external 
circumstances, of which the principal, be it remarked, is its 
own weight affecting its figure, ip connection with the sur- 
faces over which it passes, and between which it struggles on- 
wards. It is, in this respect, absolutely comparable to the 
W'ater of a river, which has here its deep pools, here its con- 
stant eddy, coytinually changing in substance, yet ever the 
' same in form. ^ 

With reference to the yet more essential modifications of 
strticture, I mean the veined structure wjiich I formerly de- 
scribed ; I shewed in my last letter, that it is c(iually •muta- 
ble and subjected ta the momentary conditions of external re- 
straint ; and, that far from lining an original* structure in the 
liigher part*of the glacier, variously modified'in its subsequent 
course, but^ never annihilate'^, ^it: owes its existence at any. 
mafbcflt to the*' conditions of varyjfig velocity in different parts 
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of ;.tho transverse section of the glaitier, and that it is not un- 
frequelitly entirely destroyed in one part of the glacier, to be 
rene^vecl in a totally difterent direction in another. A mole- 
cule of ice is as passive and striicturoless a unit as a molecule 
of water, so far as it lias not that structure iiTiprcssed by ffome- 
thing external at the time. Like the water in the river, my- 
riads succcicd one another, and ini?»‘ht be mistakeq, for the 
same. 

Few words will suffice to shew how intimately wlmt I have 
stated is connected with^hc fi»st rudiments o^’ a theory of gla- 
cier motion, which I endeavoured to sketch in my last letter, 
and the truth of which all that I have since seen has tended 
greatly to confirm. The centre of the glacier stream is urged 
onwards liy pressure from above (how caused we sliall im- 
mediately consider , which is there resisted less than at the 
sides and bottom, owing to the comparative absence of fric- 
tion. The. lator/^l parts are drjggeiJ oinvards by the mo- 
tion of the centre, ^nd move also, but it is rpiite compatible 
with this idea of semifluid motion, that the bottom of the 
glacier should remain frozen to its bed, as some \^ritiTS 
have supposed to be the case, though I am far from as- 
serting this to be the, fact, or even supposing it probable. 
Why, then, arc the fissures generally vertical^ and also where 
a glacier is most regular, simply transverse, and not con- 
vex towards the lower extremity ? The firSt of these (ques- 
tions had always till lately ajipeared to nu? a seric^us diffi- 
culty. The favt stated in the second, combined with the posi- 
tive certainty that the centre of a glacier moves faster than 
its sides, in the ratio fre(juently of 5 to 3, shews that an an- 
swer must be found, and, therefore, that it offers no insur- 
mountable objection. The exqdanation is to be* sought in the 
continually varying condition of tlie glacierf the perpetual re- 
newal of the crevasses, the action- of water in tending to pjse- 
serve yerticality, aiuf the really small variation of velocity of 
different parts of the ice towiu’ds flie centre of a glacier of im- 
mense depth. F¥om these circumstances* it folloVs that a 
crevasse is either renewed or altogether extirpated befgre its 
verticality is sensAly effected. For tlie same rellsgn, a stick 
several feet long, inserted vertically in the ice, remains sen^i- 
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bly vertical so long as it stands at all ; for the velocity of the 
surface is sensibly the same as that at 10 or 20, or jirobably 
even 100 feet deep in most glaciers. It is only near the bot- 
tom or bed that tlie velocity is materially aftccted, as I have, 
found also, that, in respect to breadth, it is in the immediate 
neighbourhood of the sides that the velocity diminishes rapid- 
ly, and that, for half its bi’cadth in the centre, the velocity does 
not vary, by more than from to of its amount. It is 
' farther worthy of notice, that whenever a glacier is of no great 
thickness, and, at the same time, highly inclined, that is, in 
circumstances calculated to produce a great difference between 
the motions of points of the glacier in a vertical line, there 
the fissures are liot transverse but radiated, as in almost all 
glaciers of the second order, and, therefore, the fissures are 
not liable to distortion. 

I might put it rather as a direct result of observation than 
as a hypothesis, that tin; motion of a glacnei; resembles that of 
a viscid fluid, not being uniform in all p;u*ts of the trans- 
verse section, but the motion of the parts in contact with the 
walls being determined mainly by the motion of the centre ; 
but it yet remains to be shewn what is the cause of the pres- 
sure which conveys the motion, whether it is the mere weight 
of the semifluid mass, or the dilatation of the head of the glacier 
pushing onwards. The answer to this question involves the 
fate of the rival theories of De Saussure and De Charpentier. 

I still entertain the same difficulties with respect to both, 
which I have stated in an article in the Edinburgh Review ; 
but these difficulties amount, I think, to a proof of insufficien- 
cy, if taken in connection with the observations w^hich I have 
made this summer. On the one hand, if it were possible that 
the glacier could slide by the mere action of gravity in a trough 
inclined only 3, or 4, or 5 degrees, it is probable that one of tw^o 
things would happen ; cither it w^ould. slide altogether with an 
accelerated velocity into the valley beneath, or else it w^onljimove 
hy fits and starts^ be jng Stayed by obstacles until these wxtc over- 
come by the melting of the ^oe beneath, or bj the accumulated 
weight of^snow above and behind. Now,^ neither of these 
things happen; the glacier Amoves on day and night, or from 
day to day,; with a contimipus regulated motion, wffiieh. 
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I feel certain, could not tal^ place .were the sliding theory 
truO. 

But if possible, still stronger, as well as more multiplied, 
objections arc to bo found to the theory of dilatation, and I 
trust I shall not be accused of levity ih thus, as it were, in a 
few lines, dismissing a theory which has so much primd facie 
plausibility to recommend it, and which has been maintained 
with so much ingenuity by men such as Scheuchsipr, Be Char- 
pentier, and Agassiz. It is essential to the ajm of fills letter, 
that I state briefly the gi^oiinds of the conclusions at*which I 
have arrived, whilst it is equally essential that my observa- 
tions shouhl bo confin(‘d within small compass. In another 
place I shall give them all the development that mav be re- 
quisite. 

Summarily^ tlien (l.)The inotioh of the glacier, in its several 
parts, docs not ajipcar to follow the law which the dilatation 
theory would require. It has been shewn (Ed. Rev., April 1842, 
p. 77.) that 'the imJtion ought to vtinisl»ncar the origin of the 
glacier, and increa.fe continually towards its lower extremity. 
I have found the motion of the higher part of the Mcr de Glace 
to differ soinetiincs very little from that sevei’al leagues for- 
ther down; whilst in the middle, .owing to the expansion of 
the glacier in breadth, Its march was slower than in cither of 
the other parts. (2.) Whilst I admit that the glacier is, dur- 
ing summer, infdtrated with water in all or njost of its thick- 
ness (a point on which I had .last year great doubts), 1 feel 
quite confident that, during some months of the year during 
which the glacier is in most rapid motion, no congelation take.s 
place ill tlie mass of the ice beyond a depth of a very few 
inches, much less during the cold of each night, and least of 
all, at all times, as appears to be now the opinfpn held upon 
the subject. Whilst I say that I am confid^mt of this, I will 
state one proof, i.ess than ten days since I traversed the Mer 
de Glace up to the higher part of the Glacier de Lechadd, 
wdiilst it was covered with snow J:o a depth of six inches at 
Montanvert, and three times as much in the liigliej; part. It 
was snowing at the time, and for‘^ week the glacier had been 
in the same state liearly, the thermometer having^f^llcn in the 
•mean while to 20° Eahr. Yet I had abundant evidence tliat 
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the effect of the frost had not penetrated farther into the ice 
than it might be expected to have done into the cartli under 
the same circumstances. All the superficial rills werfe indeed 
frozen over ; there were no cascades in the “ moiilins all 
was as still as it could be in mid-winter ; yet even on the Gla- 
cier de Leehaiid, my wooden poles, sunk to a, depth of less 
than a foot in the ice, were quite wet, literally standing in 
water, ‘-and ^consequently unfrozen to the walls; iind in the 
hollowS 'bfeneath the stones of the moraines, by breaking the 
crust oP’ice, pools of unfrozen water might be found almost 
on the surface. Is it possible, then, that the mere passing 
chill of a .summer night, or the mere cold of the ice itself at 
all times, can produce the congelation which has been so much 
insisted ofi ? ' 

But (3), What was the effect of the congelation, trifling as it 
was, upon the motion of the glacier? So shai-p and sudden a 
cold succeeding summer weatlier, must inevitably, it seems to 
me, were this theory trae, have produced an instantaneous ac- 
celeration of the mean motion of the glacier. But the con- 
trary was the fact ; the diurnal motion fell ratlier short of its 
previous value, and so soon as the severe weather was past, 
and the little congelation which had taken place thawed, and 
the snow reduced to water, than the 'glacier, saturated in all 
its pores, resumed its march nearly as in the height of sum- 
mer. 

(4.) It has been inferred from the dilatation theory that whilst 
the surface of the glacier contirually wastes, it at the same 
time heaved bodily upwards from beneath, so that its absolute 
level is unchanged. My experiments, as well as the most 
ordinary observation (as has been already remarked) disprove 
this hypothesis. I find that between the 26th Juno and the 
IGth September, the surface of the ice near the side of the Mer 
de Glace had lowered absolutely twenty-five feet 1.5 inches^ 
aifd the centre had undoubtedly fallen .more. The observa- 
tion of the waste of the surface by the protrusion of' a stick 
sunk to a determinate depth in a hole, is very inaccurate, and 
gives results below the truA* 

I am perfectly ready to admit, with M. d^ Charpentier, that 
the congelation of the infiltrated water of glacier^ is an im- 
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portant part of their functions ; on\j% I conceive that it occurs 
blit once a year to any effective extent, instead of daily or con- 
tinually, as he supposes. Every thing which I have seen on 
th^ glacier, during cold weather and when covei’ed with snow, 
confirms the idea I have always entertained, that tlic progress 
of congelation in the mass of the glacier is very similar to that 
of a mass of moist earth, and that, therefore, the daily varia- 
tions of temperature can make no sensible iir^J)ryssion, with 
respect to the mass of the infiltrated ice. TPhe prolonged cold 
of winter must, howevor, produce a very sensible effect ; and 
considering that the temperature of the mass is never above 
32*^, it may be expected that the congelation of the water in 
capillary fissures in ice will, in the course of months of tran- 
quillity, Voach a great depth. I apprehend that there is only 
an annual congelation, and that its effect is not to move the 
glacier onwards bv sliding down its bed — for that the friction 
of so enormous a body seems evidently to render impossible— 
but (what Mr Hopkins has very Veil *shcwn is the only alter- 
ii!itive, and which* he has used as an argument against Char- 
pentier's theory) to dilate the ice in the direction of least re- 
sistance, that is, vertically, and consequently to increase its 
thickness. The tendency of smfh a force would, therefore, 
be to restore during the winter the thickness of ice lost during 
the summer ; and in those winters wdiich are less severe, a less 
depth of ice being frozen, a less expansion w©uld occur, and a 
permanent diminution of thd glacier would result. Nothing 
can be more certain than th^ fact, so well stated by Char 2 )en- 
tier in his 10th section, that the glacier does not owe its in- 
crease to the snow of avalanches, nor indeed to any snow which 
falls on the greater part of its surface. 

In conclusion, the admission of semifluid motion produced 
by the weight of the ice itself, aj)pcars to# explain the chief 
facts of glacier-movement, viz, (1.) That it is more rapid^at 
the centre than at •the sides; (2.) Por the most part, most 
rapid near the lower extremity ofiglaoicrs, but varying rather 
Vvith the transverse section than the Icnj^h ; (3.)* That it is 
more rapi<l in summer than in ^vinter, in hot than in cold 
weather, and especially more rajiid ^fter rain, amcT^less rapid 
■ in sudden frosts ; (4.) It is Iai4her in conformity with wl^at 
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we know of the plasticity, of scmisolids generally, especially 
near their point of fusion. Many examples will occur to every 
one of what they have observed of the plasticity of hard bo- 
dies, — such as sealing-wax, for example, — exposed for a long 
time to a temperature far below their melting heat, and which 
have moulded themselves to the form of the surfaces on which 
they rest. (5.) When tliQ. ice is very highly fissured, it yields 
sensibly toUic pressure of the hand, having a slight determi- 
nate play 5 ^ like some kinds of limestone, well known for this 
quality of flexibility. (6.) I have formerly endeavoured to 
shew how such a condition of semirigidity, combined with the 
determined movements of the glacier, accounts for the re- 
markable veined structure which pervades it. I am, my Dear 
Sir, yours very truly, 

James D. Forbes. 

Professor Jameson. 


On the Salt Steppe south of Orenhitrg^ and on a remarkable 

Freezing Cavern, By Roderick Impey Murchison, Esq. 

Pres. G. S.^ 

% 

I. This salt .steppe is distinguished from many of those which 
are interposed between the Ouralsk and the Volga, or are si- 
tuated on the Siberian side of the Ural Mountains, by con- 
sisting not of an uniform flat resembling the bed of a dried up 
sea, but of wide undulations and dielantly separated low ridges ; 
nevertheless it is, Mr Murchison states, a true steppe, being 
devoid of trees and little irrigated by streams. The surface 
consists of gypseous marls and sands, considered by the author 
to be of the ggc of the Zechstein,^ and it is piiTced in the 
neighbourhood of^the imperial establishment of llletzkaya 
Zatchita by small pyramids of rock salt. These protruding 


^ From the Proceedings of the t*cological Society, vol, iii. part 2, j). GUo; 
having been piad March 9. 18 12. 

•f Ills extensive surveys of llu^sia have convincetf Mr Murchison, that 
rock salt and salt springs occur in‘*all the lower sedimentary rocks of that 
empire, frorn^gfeat depths belc^w the Devonian, or old'rcd sandstone system 
to the Zeehstein and the overlying nwrls and sandstones. 
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mavises attracted the attention of tha Kirghiss long before the 
country^ was colonized by the Russians ; but it is only during 
a short period that the groat subjacent bed has been extent 
sively worked. The principal quarrips, exposed to open day, 
are situated immediately south of the establishment, and have 
a length of 300 paces, with a breadth of 200, and a depth of 
40 feet. The mass of salt thus exposed is of great purity, 
the only extraneous ingredient being gypsum, fliaiqntly dis- 
tributed in minute filaments. At first sight Ithe salUscems to 
be horizontally stratified, ‘but this apparent structure, Mr Mur- 
chison states, is owing to the mineral being extracted in large 
parallelopipcdal blocks 12 feet long, 3 feet deep, and 3 wide. 
On the side where the quarry was first ^vorked, the cuttings 
presented, in consequence of thegaction of the weather, a ver- 
tical face as smooth as glass, but at its base there was a black 
cavern formed by the water which accumulates at certain 
periods of the year, and from its jroof were saline stalactites. 
The entire range of this bed of salt is not known ; but the 
mass has been ascertained to extend two versts in one direc- 
tion, and Mr Murchison is of opinion that it constitutes the 
subsoil of a very large area ; its entire thickness also does not 
appear to have been determined, bfit it is stated to exceed 100 
feet. The upper surface of the deposit is very irregular, pe- 
netrating, in some places, as already mentioned, the overlying 
sands and m.arls. 

Jn consequence of the salt occurring at so small a depth, 
every pool supplied with springs from below is affected by it 
and one of them used by the inhabitants as a bath, is so highly 
charged with saline contents, that there is a difficulty in keep- 
ing the body submerged, and the skin, on leaving the pool, is 
encrusted with salt. This brine swarms with animalcules. 

II. Mr Murchison, then describes the frifezing cavern and 
the phenomena exhibited by it. The cave is situated at the 


^ The abundance of these brine pprings in ^•arious parts of Russia must 
lead, the author says, ^ to the abandonment of Fallal’s hypotluftis, that the 
saline pools and lakes are the residue of f(^nn(*r Caspians ; though ho admits, 
that some of the vast l|w steppes of the south formed the botton^of a former 
condition of the existing Caspian. 
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southern base of a hillock- of gypsum at the eastern end of ^he 
village connected with the imperial establishment ; and it is 
^e of a series of ai)parentl3^ for the greater part, natural hol- 
lows, used by the peasantry for cellars or stoi’es. The cave in 
question is, however, the only one which possesses the singu- 
lar property of being partially hllcd with ice in summer, and 
of being destitute of it in Avinter. “ Standing on the heated 
ground and under a broiling sun, I shall never forget,” says the 
author, my astonishment when the woman to Avhom the 
cavern belonged unlocked a fra^l door, and a volume of air so 
piercingly keen struck the legs and feet, that Ave Avere glad to 
rush into a cold bath in front of us to efpialize the etfect.’’ 
Three or four feet within the door, and on a level with the 
A’iHage street, beer and quash were half frozen. A little fur- 
ther, the naiTOAv chasm opened into a vault fifteen feet high, 
ten paces long, and from seven to eight Avide, which seemed 
to send off irregular fissures into the body of the hillock. The 
Avhole of the roof and sides Avere hung with solid undrij)ping 
icicles, and the floor was covered Avith hard snow, ice, or frozen 
earth. During the winter all these phenomena disappi‘ar, and 
when the external air is \cry cold, and all the country is frozen 
up, the temperature of the cave is such, that the Russians state 
they could sleep in it Avithout their slicop-skins. 

In order to lay before the Society an explanation of these 
curious opposite eonditi<ji}s of the cave, the author communi- 
cated Avith Sir John ller.schel, and received the documents 
Avhic!? follow this abstract. U'itli respect to the observations 
in Sir J. Ilcnschers letter, Mr Murchison says, h<» docs lujt 
conceive that the ice caverns at Teneriire, in Auvergne and 
elsewhere, are analogous ca.ses with that at lllctzkaya Zatchita, 
the frozen materials in the hist not arising from the j)rcserva- 
tion of the snow oi ice of the preceding winter, but from the 
peculiar condition of the cuaxtii during the hottest summer 
months. He states also, that he particularly urged the au- 
thorities at Orenburg, as well as. the directors of the Salines^ 
ta keep accurate registers of .the temperature:* throughout the 
year, and to ascertain precisely the changes Avhich the cave un- 
dergoes between the extremes of summer and winter. There 
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is, fee observes, a very marked difference between the climate 
of the *steppes south of Orenburg and that of Ekaterinburg, 
not merely due to the difference of six degrees of latitude, bul 
arising also from the altitude of the position of Ekaterinburg, 
and the shortness of its varying summers, as well as from the 
long droughty suinincrs of the steppes, which are removed 
from all mountain chains, and possess comparatively no great 
altitude above the sea. In the southern region, he conceives, 
a substratum of frozen mjtter cannot exist, there being a most 
extraordinary difference between the climate of Yakutsk (lat. 
627 ^ N. long 131' E.), and that of Orenburg (lat. 51° 46' N.), 
tbe winter of the former lasting eight or nine months, with 
the tlicrmumeter during long periods constantly 30 and some- 
times - 10 ' of Iteaumur below zero/' 

Respecting the explanation that the difference of tempera- 
ture in the cave is due to the propagation through the gypsum 
hillock of the heat*or cold of the*precf^ding summer or win- 
ter .season, All- Murchison conceives that the fissures which 
ramify from tlio cave into the hill, j)re.sent difficulties to. such 
a solution. AVhen he was on the spot, the existence of these 
fissures led liim to speculate ui)on the possibility of the phaeno- 
mena being due»to currents of j ir passing over subterranean 
floors of inoisteiicd I’ock-salt, and on the effects which would 
be produce<l ivhen such currents came in contact with a stream 
of dry heated air. 


Mr Murclii'.on asrertaiued, duriii:; bis journey in tlio North of llussia 
in 1840, that iinu h iviiiMiiib to bo done relative to the circumstanecs of the 
recorded frozen substnitiiin of Yakutsk; and he states the following as 
points requiring attenli-.ui. AVith lhe exception of abdut sixty feet of 
alluvial soil, the whole shaft to a depth of 350 feet, was# sunk through solid 
strata of limestone two to six feet thick, and shale with a little coal ; 2dly, 
That none of the sinkings took place in summer, although renewed for 
several years, on account of the foul air generated in the sliaft ; 3c?/?/, That 
when Admiral Wrangel descended the shaft during summer, and the sur- 
face' was burnt up, he found the thermometer to standout Kea*m. below 

'^QTO. 
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Extracts from a Letter addressed hy Sir J, HersclteU Bart, F.G.S.y 

tq Mr Murchison, explanatory of the Phenomena of the Freezing 

Care of lUetzkaya Zatchita.* 

That 'theL. cold in ice caves (several of which are alluded 
to in a part of tjiis letter not published) does not arise from 
evaporation^ is, I think, too obvious to need insisting on. It 
is equally impossible that it can arise from condensation of 
vapour, ndiieli produces heat, not cold. When the cold (by 
contrast with the external air, /. e, the difference of tempera- 
ture) is greatesf, the reverse process is going on. Caves in 
moderately free communication witli the air are dry and (to 
the feelings) warm in winter, wet or damp and cold in sum- 
mer. And from the general course of this law I do not con- 
sider even your Orenburg caves exempt, since however ap- 
parently arid the external air at 120^^’ Fahr. ! may be, the mois- 
ture in it may yet be in excess and tending to deposition, when 
the same air is cooled down to many degrees beneath the 
freezing point. 

The data wanting in the case of your Orenburg cave are 
the mean temperature of every month in the year of the air, and 
of thermometers buried, say a foot deep, on two or three points 
of the surface of the hill, which, if 1 understand you right, is of 
gypsum and of small elevation. . I do not remember the winter 
temperature of Orenburg, but for Catheriuenbourg (only 5” 
north of Orenburg), the temperatures are given in Kuppfer’s 
reports of the returns from the Russian magnetic observato- 
ries. If any thing similar obtains at Orenburg, I see no diffi- 
culty in explaining your phenomenon. Rejecting diurnal fluc- 
tuations, and confining ourselves to a single summer wave of 
heat propagated downwards alternately with a single winter 
wave of cold, every point at the interior of an insulated hill, 
rising above the level plain, will be invaded by these waves in 


* Fxoai *£hc Proceedings of* the ^Geological Society, vol. iii. part 2 ; 
^having been read jMarch U. 1842.* 
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succession (converging towards the centre in the form of shells 
similar to the external surface), at times which will deviate 
further from midwinter and midsummer the deeper the’ point 
is in the interior, so that, at certain depths in the interior, the 
cold wave will arrive at midsummer, and the heat w'ave in 
midwinter. A cave (if not very wi(\p mouthed and very airy) 
penetrating to such a point, will have its temperajtiire deter- 
mined bv that of the solid rock which fofms its walls, and 
will of course be so alternately heated and cooled. As the 
south side of the hill is sunned^ and tlie north not, the summer 
wave will be more intense on that side, and the winter less so ; 
and thus, though the form of the wave will still geyerally cor- 
respond tvith that of the hill, then’ intensity will vary at differ- 
ent ])oints of each wave-surface. The analogy of icaxes is 
not strictly that of the progress of heat in solids, but nearly 
enough so for my present purpose. 

The mean tem|)erature for the three winter months, De- 
cember, January, February, and the three summer months, 
June, July, August, for the years 1836, 7, 8, and the mean of 
the year, are for Catherinenbourg as follows : — 


1836 

1837 

1838 

Moan 

Winter. 

Summer. 

Annual Mean. 

- 10".93E. 

- 12°.'J0 

- 12’.a7 

+ ir.9t> 11. 

+ 12^93 
+ 12".37 

+ r.22 II. 

+ 0^30 
+ 0\60 

- 12°.07 R. I 
+ 4“.83 Fiihr.j 

+ 12“.40 R. 1 
+ .VJ'. a Faiir.' 

+ 0^.70 R. 

+ 33".57 Fahr. 


The means of the intermediate months are rjmost exactly 
that of the whole year, and the temperature^ during the three 
winter, as well as the three summer months, most remarkably 
uniform. 

This is precisely that distribution of temperature over time, 
which ought, under such circCimstances, to. give risp to well- 
-defined and intensfe waves of heaf^nd cold ; and I have little 
doubt, therefore, that this is the true explanation of your phe- 
nomenon. 
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I should observe that, in the recorded observations of {he 
Catherinembourg Observatory, the temperatures are observed 
two-hX)urly, from 8 a.m. to 10 r.si , and not at night. The 
meaxi monthly temperatures are thence concluded by a for- 
mula whicli I am not very well satisfied with ; but the error, 
if any, so introduced, must be far too trifling to affect this ar- 
gument. *TIk 3 works whence the above data are obtained are — 
Observatij^ns MHtorologiques et Mapnvtiques faites dans VintC- 
ricur de V Empire de liussie, and Anpnaire MagnHiqae et Me- 
Uorologique du co?ps des Inghiienrs des Mines de Bussie ^ — works 
which we we to the munificence of the Russian government, 
and which^it is satisfactory to find thus early affording proofs 
of utility to science, in explaining what certainly might be 
regarded as a somewhat puzzling phenomenon, as it is one 
highly worthy of being further studied, and being made the 
subject of exact therinometric researches on the spot, and 
wherever else anything similar occurs. 

Sir John Ilerschel then states, that since he began this 
letter he had examined some old documents, and found the 
paper wdiieli accompanied his letter. The date of this manu- 
script,” he adds, ‘‘ as nearly as 1 can collect it from collateral 
circumstances, must have been somewhere About the year 
1829, or rather before than after. I remain, &c. 

J. F. W. Herschel. 


P.S. — Tlicrinomciric observations in,tlie Steppes, of tlic mean monthly 
temperature of the soil at cUtferent depths, from 1 to 100 feet (at Forbes' 
intervals'), would be most interesting. At ('atliermeiibourg, the mean 
temperature of the air being 33°. G Falir., no permanently frozen noil would 
probably be reached, but a very little more to the northward that pheno- 
menon must occur. 

llic thinning out ” of the frozen stratum would be most interesting 
to trace, but in thinning out by decrease of latitude, it might ])ossibly at 
the same time dip'^ beyond reach, all above it being occupied by soil 
subject to the law of periodic frost and thaw, and living room, under 
favourable circumstances, ‘to icd caverns, pits, or galleries. “What detcr- 
^nines the distinct definition of the hot and cold alternating layers, is tfie 
exceedingly peculiar form of th« curve of the monthly temperatures, as 
given in, till tables above referred to. 
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On som^ Phenomena observed on Glaciers, and on the internal 
Temperature of large masses of Ice or Snow, with some Se-- 
marks on the natural Ice-caves which occur below the limit 
of perpetual snow- By Sir John Herschel, Bart, F.Gr.S. 
&c* 

In a visit to the glacier of Chamouni in the sumiftey of 1821, 
I was struck with the very remarkable positions of^ several 
large blocks of granite resting yn the glacier in various parts. 
They were perched on stools of ice of less diameter than the 
blocks themselves, which overhang their supports on*alI sides, 
as a mushroom does its stalk. The position of tjjiese large 
masses wife rendered the more striking when contrasted with 
that of small fragments of stone, equally (to appearance) ex- 
posed to all the local heating and cooling influences, but which 
were uniformly found to have sunk into the ice, and that the 
deeper (within ce]:1;ain limits) the* less^heir size. On consi- 
deration, the cause became apparent, and, as it affords a very 
pretty illustration of the laws of the propagation of heat through 
bad conductors, and the steps by which an aveyage tempera- 
ture is attained in large masses froRi a varying source, I will 
here state it as ft occurred to me at the time. 

With regard to the sinking of small masses into the ice when 
heated by the sun, it is the natural effect of thcf greater power 
of absorbing heat which stone possesses beyond ice. When- 
ever the sun shines, the stone M^ill detain more of its heat than 
an equal surface of ice wouldtf o ; and as it gives this out to 
the ice below nearly as fast as it receives it, a greater depth 
of ice is melted in a given time beneath the stone than in 
the parts around. On the othet hand at nightf ice radiates 
terrestrial heat nearly or quite as copiously as stone, and thus 
they are on a par in frigorific power. 

The elevation of groat masses above the general level, which 
at first sight would appear to contvadict this explanation, is 
however equally a consequence of the laws of the propagation 


* From the Proceedings of the Geological Society, vol. iii. psrf^f haying 
been read Maildi 9. 1842. 

VOL. XXXIV. NO. LXVII. JANUARY 1843. B 
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of heat. To conceive this, let us imagine a very large block 
of stone at the commencement of the suiftmer, to lie on a level 
surface of ice, in a situation exposed to the direct rays of the 
sun, where the meantemperature of day and night is(cvenin sum- 
mer) hut little above the freezing point, but where, however, 
no fresh snow falls during th»whole summer. In the day-time 
then, while receiving the sun's rays, the upper surface of the 
stone will 1 3 strongly heated, and a wave of heat will be propa- 
gated slowly downwards through the stone towards the ice, di- 
minishing in intensity rapidly, however, as it travels, since each 
superior stratum only divides its excess of temperature with 
that below. Long before this can reach the ice, however, 
night comes on. The surface cools below the mean or even 
below the actual temperature of the air by radiation, and a 
mam of cold is propagated (or which comes to the same thing, 
heat is abstracted from stratum to stratum) by the same laws. 
T his follows close on the wave of heat below, and travels with 
equal velocity. In coJiseqKence, the heated stratum parts with 
its heat, now both upwards and downwards, and thus the in- 
tensity of the wave of heat diminishes with much greater rtw 
pidity as it proceeds downwards. It is manifest, that were 
the thickness* of the stone infinite, the wave of heat being al- 
ways followed close up by the wave of cold, land a perpetual 
tendency to an equilibrium of temperature going on between 
them, they would ultimately reduce each other to their mean 
quantity, and (not to take the extreme case of infinity) at 
some very moderate depth, the fluctuations above and below 
the mean temperature of the ^ir, as the successive nocturnal' 
and diurnal waves pass through a particle of tlie stone there 
situated, will be rendered very trifling, and may for oim pre- 
sent purpose be regarded as evanescent. Beyond this depth, 
whatever mass of stone may exist, may be regarded as a slow 
conducting mass, interposed between a surface of ice constantly 
maintained at 32°, and a surface of stone constantly maintained 
at the mean temperature of the air, which by hypothesis is 
very little above ,it. ‘Through- this, then, the heat will perco- 
‘ late uniformly but feebly, and the ice below will be very slowly 
molted, jind the more so in proportion to the thickness of the 
interposed stratum. Let its now consider what happens to the 
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ice on tlic parts undefended by the stoke. In the day time these 
experience the direct radiation of the sun, and therefore melt 
and run off in water. At night, it is true, the remaining sur- 
face cools by radiation j but this cold is propagated down- 
wards, and on the return of day the mperjickd lamina is*ne- 
cessarily put in equilibrium with the air and melted by the 
sun, and however cold the interior of tJie mass may be, the 
surface will still be kept all day in a state of fuSiqn. Thus 
the degradation of the general surface of thb ice will be in 
proportion to the direct inten|ity of the sun’s rays and the 
time they shine ; while that of the surface beneath the stone 
will only be in proportion to the excess of the mean'temperar 
turc of day and night above 32°, diminished,by the effect of 
the thickness of the stone. This, of course, will produce a 
difference of level, and a relative elevation of the stone sunk 
as really observed. One curious, and at first sight, para- 
doxical consequence seems to follow from this reasoning, viz., 
that the ice of a gfacier, or other 'great accumulation of the 
kind, may, at some depth beneath the surface, have a per- 
manent temperature very much below freezing, though in a 
situation whose mean annual temperature is sensibly above 
that point. In fact (continually tiT use the metaphorical ex- 
pression alreadf employed), there is no reason why wavet of 
cold, of any intensity below 32°, may not be propagated down- 
wards into tlie interior of the ice; but waves* heat above 
that point, of course, never can. Thus, the cold of winter 
and the frost produced by radiation in the clear nights of sum- 
mer, will enter tlie mass and lower its internal temperature ; 
while the heat of the summer air, and that imparted by solar 
radiation, will mainly bo employed in melting the surface, and 
will mil off with water produced. 

I am not aware of any observations on the internal tempe- 
rature of glaciers ; they are of course difficult frot their usual 
rifty state ; but the point may not be unworthy the attention 
of the scientific traveller. May not tliis be the" cause of those 
natural formations^of ice which have been observed in caverns 
in Tencriffe, and qp some elevated points of the Jura chain;' 
below the level of perpetual snow » I| is obviously, nq.matter 
whether the interior mass in the above reasoning be ice or 
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rock. It is enough th{it its surface, during the whole or 
greater part of the year, should be covered with ice, to bring 
down the mean annual temperature of its interior materially 
below the temperature due to its elevation, and which it 
woidd have were it not so covered. Conceive, now, a mountain 
whose summit is in this predicament, viz. constantly main- 
tained at a mean temperature below that due to its elevation. 
This intepse cold will not break off at the level of the line of 
perpetual snow,*- which is determined by the mean tempera- 
ture of the atmosphere due tp elevation, but will be propa- 
gated downwards in the interior of its mass. Hence, if, at a 
short distance below the line of perpetual snow, where the 
mean diujrnal temperature of the exposed part, taken at a few 
feet or a few yards deep in the soil or rock, is a Ifctlc above 
freezing, we drive an adit, or take advantage of a natural fis- 
sure, to obtain the internal temperature at a much greater 
depth from the surface ; we ought to find it below 32'', and 
ice ought constantly to form in such cavities. 

But oven when the summit of a hill is not covered with ice, 
and when, therefore, this particular principle docs not apply, 
it is easy to see, on the same general grounds, that something 
of the same kind may obtain. It is obvious, that whenever 
a change of temperature on the surface ’of a solid takes place, 
a wave of heat or cold, as the case may be, will be propagati^. 
through its g^festance ; and if the changes be regularly peri- 
odic, the waves will be also. Moreover, it is clear that the 
longer the periods of the external fluctuations are supposed, 
the greater will be the interval of the waves, so as to make 
the time taken for the propagated heat to run over them pre- 
cisely equal to the period of fluctuation. Now the rapidity 
with which -successive waves of heat anc^cold destroy each 
other is inversely as the intervals, and thus the fluctuations 
of temperature, depending on long periods of external change, 
will be propagated to greater depths than those arising from 
shorter periods, nearly in, the ratio of the lengths of the pe- 
riods. Thus the depths at which the annual fluctuations' of 
temperature cease to be sensible will be between 300 and 400- 
times •gfeptor than those (it which the diurnal ones are neu- 
tralized*. Now it may hajppen, from the slowness 'of propaga- 
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tioi\ through so considerable a depth/ that the winter wave of 
cold (consisting of many diurnal waves of alternate, greater 
and less intensity) may not travel down to the adit or cavern 
till the hottest period of the next suiyimer, or of many sum- 
mers ; in short, that if at any given time the interior of *the 
mountain were sounded by thermometers down its whole axis, 
these instruments would exhibit alternate deviations + and 
— from the mean temperature of the air. 


Analysis of Caporcianite and Phakolite^ two new Minerals of 
the Zeolite Family. By Thomas Anderson, M.D. ®om • 
municated by Dr Christison.^ 

The minerals of the zeolite family have for many years attracted the 
c.sj)ecial attention of men of science, and the class has been rapidly ex- 
tended in proportion to the progress made in its study in a crystallogra- 
phic as well as chemical point of view. IJic first characteristic difierence, 
originally observed long since by Cronstedt, and by him considered to 
be the distinguishing mark of one single mineral species, which he de- 
signated Zeolite, — namely, the property of swelling out by heat previous 
to fusion, — ^lias since been found to belong to a great number of other com- 
binations. These, although materially different from each other in crys- 
tallographic form, have proved to be closely allied in chemical constitu- 
tion, in so far as they consist, without exception, of a silicate of an alkali 
Of alkaline earth in combination with a silicate of alumina and water. 
It is evident, then, that the relation of the silicic acid to base, in both 
terms, as well as the quantity of water, is capable of considerable varia- 
tion, so that the general iiiineralqgical formula which should embrace 
all the members of the zeolite family would be 

M r + X A Sy + z A q. 

Where r represents the monatomic alkaline or earthy basis, and the 
terms w, v, x, y, and ss, are capable of varying within certain limits. 

The minerals Caporcianite and Phakolitc form two neV members of 
the above general formula. Their analysis was conducted in the follow- 
ing manner : — 

The finely pulverized mineral was dried for several days over sulphuric 
acid in an, exsiccator, at the ordinary temperature of tlie atmosphere. A 
certain quantity of the dry powder -was flicn weighed in a small tube 
retort, and heated to n|rf)derate redness for the space of half an libur. The 
water thus driven off ^^*3 absorbed in a hounterpoised tube of chloride 


Bead before the Royal Society of l^diaburgh on April 18, 1842, and 
published in part 2, vol. xv. of the Tnmsactions. 
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of calcium and weighed. portion of the dry powder was then 

dissolved in hydrochloric acid, and evaporated to dryness for the separa- 
tion of the silicic acid. The dry mass was then moistened with hydro- 
chloric acid, digested for several hours, and dissolved in water, and the 
silicic acid filtered off. The purity of the silicic acid was then tested by 
solution in a boiling solution of carbonate of soda ; the undissolvcd mat 
ter, which consisted *Chicfly of silicate of lime, reproduced by the strong 
drying necessary for the separation of the silicic acid, w\as then heated to 
redness %ntK^arbonatc of soda; and alumina and lime were precipitated 
respectively by ammonia and oxalate ammonia. The precipitates thus 
obtainedV weighed and subtracted from the first weight, gave that of the 
pure silicic acid. The solution, after the fdtrationof the silicic acid, was 
precipitated by caustic ammonia; the precipitate, after being filtered, 
waslied, dried, and weighed, was dissolved in hydrochloric acid, and the 
silieft acid left undissolvcd wa*? weighed ; to the filtered solution potass 
was addea in sufficient quantity to redissolve the alumina first preci- 
pitated. By this' means iroi»aiid magnesia wcic left undissolvcd, which 
were again precipitated from a solution in hyxlrochloric acid, tlie first by 
succiq^te, and the second hy phosphate, of soda. The weights of the 
silicic acid, peroxide of iron, and magnesia, contained in the phosphate, 
being subtracted from thj firsu weight of the a»nmoniacal precipitate, 
gave that of the pure alumina. The solution filtered from the ammonia- 
cal precipitate was then treated with a solution of oxalate of ammonia ; 
and the precipitate of oxalate of lime, after filtration and washing, was 
heated to strong redness, and treated several times in succession with a 
solution of carbmiate of ammonia at a gentle heat as long as it continued 
to gain weight ; and the lime was then weighed in the state of earhonate. 
The solution which was left afti-r the separation of the oxalate of lime, 
was then evaporated to dryness in a counterpoised pLitinum crucible, 
and the ammomacal salts driven off by a moderate heat ; after which a 
higlicr temperature was given for the purpose of melting tlic remaining 
salts. These, wliich consisted of clfloridc of potassium, chloride of so- 
dium, and magnesia, were weighed together By solution in water the 
magnesia remained undissolvcd, and was filtered off, waslied and wtigli- 
ed ; to the solution, chloride of platinum andbjfirit were added, when the 
double chloride of platinum and potassium fell, which wx'is ( ollccted on a 
weighed filter,* and from which the quantity^ of chloride of potasssiuni, 
and thence that of the pota«5sa, wore determined. By subtraction of the 
weights of magnesia and chloride of potassium from the first weight, 
that of the chloride of sodium was obtained /rom which the soda was 
reckoned. 

CArORCIANlTE 

This mineral was kindly presented to me for analysis by^ Professor 
Bcr/elvjus# It was first observed by Dr Paolo Savi at Caporciani, in tlu 
valley of the (Wino, wh^rc 'it occurs in a copper mine woikcd by t.wo 
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Englislimcn of tlie names of Hall and Sloan^, and lias been described by 
its discoverer in bis Memorie per servire alio studio della costitussionefisica 
della Toscana, parte § 63. . 

Caporcianitc conducts itself before the blowpipe in a manner perfectly 
simibar to other zeolites^ in so far as its fusibility and relation to the 
fluxes are concerned ; but it differs from them in this much, that, prevtous 
to melting, it swells out only to a very inconsiderable degree ; for it 
melts almost at the same instant that the swelling manifests itself. 

The analysis yielded the following results : — 


Silicic acid, . 

.'>2.8 oxygen contained 27.43 

a 

Alumina, 

21.7 

10.151 

10.18—3. 

Peroxide of iron. 

0.1 • 


Lime, 

11.3 

3.23 


Magnesia, 

0.4 

0.15 

3 .C 6 — 1 . 

Potassa, 

l.l 

0.22 

Sodli, 

0.2 

0.05 


Water, 

13.1 

11.64 

3 . 


100.7 


If we here express by r the monatomic bases, then the quantities of oxy- 
gen in r, A, 8, and A< 7 »are to each other^s 1 :«3 : B : 3, which evidently 
determine the mincralogical formula to be r S2 + 3 A + 3 A q. This, 
wlieii transformed to the chemical formula, becomes Si® + 3 
+ 0 H. 

It thus appears that Caporoiauitc stands chemically in near relation 
with the minerals, Analcimc, Lcdcrcritc, 4?otash-Harmotome, Chabasie, 
and Lcvync, from ^hich it is separated merely by the difference in the 
quantity of water which it contains. AU these minerals consist of a bisi- 
licate of the first .as well as of the seqond term ; and the quantity of 
oxygen in the alumina is in all of them three times that contained in the 
monatomic basis. The formula) of these minerals are as follows P— 


Analcime, ) 
Ledcreritc, f 
Caforci.anite, 
Potash-Harmotome, 
Chabasie, \ 
Levyne, J 


S-H 3AS« + 2A, 

S* + 3AS’ + 3Av r = C. 

S® + 3 AS' + 6 Aj r = K.O. 




The formula r S® + 3 A S 2 is thus, then, known to exist in no less than 
four different combinations with water, namely, witli 2, 3, 5, andG atoms, 
the second of which results from the foregoing an.alysis. 


riIAK9LlTE.* 

This mineral occurs in small crystals in the BoheraLan MitPelgebirge, • 
and was from crystallogpraphic investigation believed to be nearly related 
to Chabasie. But the following analysis .shews that this supfloskion is 
not confirmed ’by its chemical constitution.’ 
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Pliakolitei whicli^ in its relations before the blowpipe, agrees in all 
respects with the other zeolites, was analyzed after the foregoing method, 
with this exception, that the quantity of water was determined Simply by 
the loss of weight sustained at a red heat. The composition was found 
to be as follows : — 

Silicic acid, . 45.628 oxygen contained 23.708. 

Alumina, . 19.480 9.097 \ 

Peroxide of iron, 0.431 0.144 J 

Lite, . 13.304 3.737 \ 

Magnesia, . 0.143 0.053 \ ^ 

iPotassa, . 1.314 0.222 / 

Soda, . 1.684 ....r 0.430/ 

Water, . 17*976 16.982. 

« ■ ■ 

99.960 


Tliis constitution has little resemblance to that of chabasic ; for the 

quantities of oxygen in r, A S and A q, arc to each other in chabasie, 

whose mineralogical formula is r S- + 3 A S‘^ + 6 A g, as 1 : 3 : 8 : 6, 

wher^ those quantities in phakolite are in the relation of 1 : 2 : 5 : 3^. 

If we assume that the quantity of water has come out too high, which is 

generally the case when it is determined by the simple loss of weight at 

a red heat, then, the constitution of phakolite would be represented by 

the#incralogical formula rS^ + 2AS + 3A7, which transformed to 
• ••• ••• • 

the chemical, is 3 r Si + 2 A/ St + 9 H. 

It appears, then, that phakolite belongs to that class of minerals which 
in the first term contain a tersiKcate, and in the second, a simple silicate 
of the base, along with water. The mincrak belonging to tliis cliiss at 
present made oul are : — 


Gigantolite, 

Harringtonite, 

jfesotypo, 

Lehuntite, 

Phjikolite, 

Hezolite, 1 

Scolezitc, j 

Pyrargillite, 

Antrimolite, 


f + A S + Aq r =z fe,mgf K.N. 
rS*+ AS + 

»•s’4' A« + 3Aj r = (N.)C. 
rS» + 2AS + 3Aj r = (O.)K.N. 

rS» + 3AS + SAj 

r S* + 3 A S + 4 A y r z=. fe^mgy K.N. 
rS^ + 6AS + 5Aj r = C.(K.) 


From this table it will be seen that plmkolitc forms a middle term be- 
tween lehuntite and mezolitc, and differs from them only in the second 
or alumina term, which in the three minerals .stand to each other in the 
ratio of 1, 2, and 3, while the quantities of silicate of the monatomic 
bases and water are the same in all three. 
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AL Dbylre's Experiments on the Bevivification of animals of 
the types Tardigrada and Botifera. 

Shortly after the existence of swarms of animalculae in 
water containing organic matters had been revealed by the 
microscope, the use of that instrument led to th^iscovery of 
another fact, equally unexpected, and more diffi(Hilt of com- 
prehension, inasmuch as it still more widely differed from all 
the results heretofore arrived^at from the study of animated 
beings. In fact, by the examination of dry dust collected from 
a gutter, Leuwenhoeck ascertained the existence of an animal 
which, ynder the influence of desiccation, ceased to move, lost 
its form, and no longer gave any signs of life ; and which, in 
this condition, appeared to differ in no respect from a dead 
body, as it were mummified, by being deprived of the fluids 
necessary for all ^nimal existence; an^ yet which, after having 
been preserved for a long period in this dried condition, was 
restored to life by contact with a drop of water. Leuwenhoeck 
did not perceive the whole extent of the singular fact which 
he had thus discovered, with respect to the Rotifer of house 
roofs, and did^not pursue his researches farther on this sub- 
ject ; but a phenomenon of this kind could not fail to excite 
lively curiosity among zoologists, and to give rise to long con- 
troversies, as well as to interesting experiments. It may be 
remarked that the discovery of Leuwenhoeck soon ceased to be 
an isolated fact in science, for Needham announced that the eels 
of mil^|red corn possessed, like the Rotifera, the faculty of re- 
viving inter having been completely dried ; and Spallanzani 
arrived at the same result, after observation, not only of the 
Rotifera and Anguillula, but also of another microscopic ani- 
malcule, to which he gave the name of Tardigrade (R. tardus). 

The investigations of this skilful observer were numerous, 
and conducted with' the profoundly scientific spirit which cha- 
racterizes all his labours, and, might perhaps have been deemed 
sufficient to convince naturaJista as to the* truth df the fact, 
and to serve as atbasis to subsequent inquiries. 

But the results thus obtained carriedlittle weight, anffit would 
be easy to give a long list of nfttai*alists, who eyen at presgit 
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deny, in the most positive ‘manner, what has been termed the 
JRevitnfication of Bottfera. 

Latterly, it is true M. Schultz has successfully repeated 
some of Spallanzani’s experiments, and has furnished many 
naturalists with the opportunity of making similar researches ; 
but still more lately, M. Ehrenbcrg has added the weight of 
his great ^thority to the opposite opinion ; and having for- 
mally rejec^.ed the opinion of Spallanzani, has attempted to 
explain the way in which an error of the kind could find its 
way into science. 

This interesting and much debated question, then, could not 
be considered as definitely settled, and appeared to demand 
further investigation. It was necessary to examine carefully 
all the circumstances attending the phenomena described by 
Leuwenhoeck, Needham, and Spallanzani, to submit to the 
proof of experiment, the objections and hypotheses presented 
by others, antagonists of these celebrated observers, and to ac- 
quire now facts by which one or other of the contradictory 
opinions of Naturalists might be supported or refuted. This 
difficult task has been undertaken by M. Doy^re. 

The Botifera and the Tardigrada are found, as is well known, 
in the moss growing upon r<5ofs, or in the sand found in the 
gutters of the roof, and are seen in the living state when these 
matters, after having been for a long time dry, are wetted with 
water. The fact of ^the appearance of these animalcuhe in a 
living state in dust which had been dry during months, or even 
whole years, can no longer be disputed, and it is ecjually well 
demonstrated that, with these minute beings as witl^nimals 
of a higher class, evaporation of their fluids, carried^Pa cer- 
tain extent, induces the abolition of every sign of vital mo- 
tion. The paitizans of Spallanzani’s opinion regard the re- 
appearance of these living beings as a sort of resurrection ; 
and the advocates of the contrary opinion think that the phe- 
nomena may be explained in a simpler manner ; the opinion 
is, that the Rotifera, &c. are of an amphibious nature, and ca- 
pable of Using in dry air as well as in wat^r or sand, where 
the moss with which they are surrounded would preserve them 
from too complete desiccation, so that in fact, in the above 
pitted instance.s, the active state of the animalciila' would never*’ 
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even be interrupted, and these little animals buried in appa- 
rently dry dust, would still meet with sufficient humidity to 
prolong their lives and to allow of reproduction, so that those 
which have been supposed to become revivified would bo in 
reality, to use the expression of Ehrenberg, only the great 
grand-dbildren of those observed in the same material at the 
commencement of the experiment. According to other na- 
turalists, the desiccation of the sand or moss coffl[^ining the 
Rotifera, would infallibly kill the animals^ themsrives, but 
would not destroy the vital pi^nciplc in the ova which they 
may have deposited, and consequently, instead of witnessing 
the resurrection of the animals themselves, wo oilly see the 
ova rapidly developed by the influence of the water, ^nd giving 
birth to &nimalcuhe whoso growth would be equally rapid. 

Finally, there are other physiologists wlio consider that the 
Rotifera, &c., of dry sand, do not undergo a complete de- 
siccation, but such a degree of it only, as to plunge them into 
a sort of torpor, sPnd conceive thfit thdfee animalculae, although 
te all appearance dead, yet preserve a latent life, but still a 
real life sufficient Vo establish a bond of connection between 
the active life which precedes the evaporation of the fluids, and 
that equally active, when they ara restored by the addition of 
humidity, to the full exercise of their functions. The obser- 
vations of M, Doyere overturn all these hypotheses, and con- 
firm, in the clearest way, tW results obtained by Spallan- 
zani. 

Thus, in answer to the arguments employed by Ehrenberg, 
it is sufficient to observe, that living Tardigrada arc never 
found in^the dry dust of gutters ; but that, by the aid of the 
microscope, corpuscles can be seen which entirely resemble 
the dead bodies of these animalculm, deformed by desicca- 
tion ; and that in matters where no living being was previously 
discernible, living Tardigrada frequently appear on the addi- 
tion of a little distilled water. M. Doyere is even assured 
that it is not impossible to revivify the^e animalculce, if taken 
one by one, and dried separately on pieces of gla^, without 
being surrounded*by sand or other material, organic or inor- 
ganic, capable of preserving them from the ordinary effects of 
evaporation. In his experimci\ts,*he* has been able .to count 
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them, and to trace in eadh separate individual all the phases 
of desiccation ; to observe them gradually assume the appear- 
ance of dead bodies, and to determine afterwards that these 
same bodies, dry and brittle, are susceptible of reassuming 
thei? primitive form, and of returning to life, under the in- 
fluence merely of a few drops of water. 

This exjjcriment appears to be decisive ; but it may still be 
asked, wljQther the drying which the animalculm have under- 
gone has^'been complete, and if the privation of all the water 
contained in their tissue, would not render them incapable of 
resurrection, after having in this way passed years in a state 
of apparent death ? 

In orde» to determine satisfactorily this highly interesting 
and physiological question, M. Doyere had recourse to the most 
powerful means by desiccation employed by chemists in the 
analysis of organic substances, lie suspended for five days, 
in the vacuum of the air-pump, over a vessel containing pure 
sulphuric acid, some Tardigrada surrounded with sand, or un- 
covered and dried upon slips of glass ; and he left others dur- 
ing thirty days, in the Torricellian vacuum, dried by chloride^ 
of calcium ; and in all these instances, he obtained some re- 
surrections. These results" are of great importance towards 
the solution of the question which M. Doyere " had proposed 
to himself ; but he still conceived that they might be con- 
sidered as offering only a strong probability in favour of the 
complete desiccation of the animalculte, in which the faculty 
of becoming revivified was retained ; he continued his experi- 
ments, and by studying the influence of elevated temperatures 
upon these singular beings, he arrived at the discovery of 
most decisive and surprising facts. 

It is well known that animals perish when their tempera- 
ture is raised above a certain limit ; inferior, however, to that 
at which the white of egg coagulates, and which in the ma- 
jority of cases does not exceed 50‘' cent. (122'' F.) Animal- 
culae capable of resurrection are not exempted from this law. 
lyi. Doyen® is satisfied that the Rotiferaand Tardigrada perisb 
when the water in which they swim is heated to 45^" cent. 
(113° F.),"and that they cannot then be recalled to life by any 
n^eans. ‘But he has found that this is not the case* when thd’ 
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animalciilae have been previously dried. If, instead of ex- 
perimenting upon Tardigrada in full life, it is done upon indi- 
viduals which have lost all their humidity by the ordinary 
means of desiccation, and which appear as dead, it is possible, 
without depriving them of the faculty of reviving, ^o raise flieir 
temperature to a degree which would necessarily involve the 
disorganization of all living tissue containing any M^Jfer beyond 
that chemically combined with its constituent prin^Kiples. In 
an experiment repeated in the presence of tlte comnftssion of 
the Academy, a certain quantity of moss, containing Tardi- 
grada, after having been properly dried, was placed in a stove, 
and around the bulb of a thermometer, the stem of which ex- 
tended out of the apparatus ; heat wft gradually applied, until 
tlu‘ thermometer thus placed in the centre of the moss indi- 
cated a temperature of 120'’ cent. (248‘’ F.) This considerable 
heat was maintained for several minutes ; nevertheless, some 
of the animalculae contained in tl^ moss returned to life, and 
appeared in thpir usual condition after they had been placed 
for 24 hours in a suitable degree of moisture. In other ex- 
periments, M. Doydre submitted some dried animalculm to a 
heat of more than 140^ cent. (284° F.), and still witnessed 
some of them revive after immersfbn in water. These facts 
are in themselves of considerable importance towards the solu- 
tion of the question at issue, and the result, without doubt, 
depends upon the circumstance first pointed out by M. Chev- 
reul, that albumen, deprived of its water by previous drying, 
can be submitted to a much Tiigher temperature, without, in 
consequence, losing its solubility, than it could be if exposed to 
the same temperature in the moist state*; and from the simple 
fact that a Tardigrade, exposed to the action of a temperature 
of 120° cent. (248° F.), can still be made to revive, it may be 
concluded, with great probability, that the whole of the water 
chemically free in its body had been dissipated, a degree of 
desiccation which would preclude all idea of vital movement. 
Thus the Tardigrada and Rotifera,, when dry, and retaining 
the property of living when moistened, cannot be considered 
as actually alive ; and their mode of existence can only be com-’ 
pared to that of a seed, which is organized so as to live, and 
which will live when exposed to l^ie'inlluence of air, of water^ 
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and of heat, but which, in the absence of one of these excit- 
ants, manifests no sign of activity or life, and can be preserved 
thus for ages, although the duration of its real life may not 
exceed perhaps a few weeks. 

RI. Doyer?has also given a detailed and excellent account 
of the anatomy of these animalculje, including, especially, the 
nervous ami muscular systems; and his work is illustrated 
with bea^itiful and exact figures.* 


On the^ Light of Lampyris Italica, By M. W. Peters. 

Tlic Lampyres have been subject of a great number of researches 
in rc^fcrcncc to their luminous organ ; but in regard to th^ Lampjjris 
Italica, we scarcely possess more than the observations of Carrara, ac- 
cording to whom this species is provided with a particular aerial sac, 
which, proceeding from the mouth, conducts the air to the luminous 
organ. This particular apparatus ought to be the cause of the difi\;r- 
cnccs in the luminous statt, since tlic species of tlie North of Europe 
diffuse a continuous, equal, and tranquil light, while that of the Italian 
species is emitted in sparks. It is on account of this difference,” sa3'S 
M. Peters, that I had a great desire to find an opportunity of exa- 
mining the last-mentioned animal. This I at last obtained, during a long 
stay at Nice, and I did not allow it to escape, in the hope that with a 
good microscope 1 should succeed in discovering something positive, both 
respecting the structure of the pliosphorescent part itself, and its relations 
with the other organs. 

From the middle of May till the middle of the month of Jul}', when 
walking in the vicinity of Nice after sunset, one is surprised at the 
curious spectacle then presented by the millions of small scintillating 
lights creeping about in every direction, sometimes illuminating the 
ffoint of a rock — sometimes lighting a deep cavity — sometimes suddenly' 
producing, as with a magician's wand, a brilliant illumination on the 
dark trunks of jlhc olive trees, — ^a scene which, continually shifting and 
changing, is of the greatest interest. This appearance is renewed every 
evening; but it appears to me to be the more brilliant the greater the 
degree of humidity in the air. The interval between the scintillations is 
variable,— sometimes longer — sometimes shorter ; and if one of these 
animals be examined whjle it is in a phosphorescent state, ‘it is soon 
seen that the luminosity is intermittent, and that it only appears when 


* V^dc ^nnalcs dcs Sciences Naturcllcs, 2d Series, IHli year, tome xiv. 
p. 269 ; tome xvii. &c. p. 193^ tortic xviii. p. 54.^ Microscopical Jouraal, voL 
ci., No. 26, p. ^51. 
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tlic animal has traversed a space of one of two feet, but that wliile it 
traverses that space, it emits a permanent light, wliich i)roduces a ba||d 
of very brilliant fire. When 4he animal is in repose, I have often counted 
from 80 to 100 luminous discharges in a minute ; it then remains for a 
pretty long time without phosphorescence. There always rcm;yns a 
slight luminosity, which is never wholly extinguished, at the point of 
the body from which the luminous discharges arc made. The luminous 
region, in the male, extends along the under side of the belly, between 
the fifth segment (from the anal extremity) and the penjlUmatc one, 
with very nearly an equal degree of intensity; but, in thcifeinale, it 
•scarcely occupies more than the fifth segment, and is even concentrated 
at its sides. If we observe this phofphoresccnt organ with a glass wliilc 
it is emitting sparks, we notice in it a tremulous or undiilatory move- 
ment, as when molecules arc in motion. If wc remove the luminous 
o"gans, and expose them to the air free, they shine with tUc same in- 
ti (i.sity as ill the living animal, until their liglit becomes gradually ex- 
tinguished. If they be rubbed against some body, the place shines for 
an instant witli a greenish light, which can be made to reappear after 
becoming extinct by pouring a little water upon it. When the belly of 
the iii.scct is oi)cned, and the adjacent p^)rtions of the intestines removed 
without injuring the pliosphoric organs, the latter continue to shine as 
before, but this luminosity ceases on the instant that the head is separated 
from the trunk. 

According to these observations, arc we not permitted to conclude, — 
1st, that it is not necessary that a globuljj of air should proceed from the 
lioad in order to produce these sparks, since the removal of the anterior 
and most essential parts of the trunk eiyircises no influence on the phos- 
phorescence ; 2d, Since the removal of the head immediately causes tlic 
luminosity to disappear, is this not a proof that the phenomenon depends 
on the will of the animal ? 

I believe it is quite unncccssaryitcontiiiucs M. Peters, to refute in this 
place the opinion of some observers, such as Roda and Murray, who af- 
firm that many Coleoptcra enjoy the same faculty of absorbing the solar 
light, and emitting it again at pleasure, since the Lampyris shines in the 
niglit even when it has been protected all the day from the solar light. 
Nay more, I kept some individuals in darkness for upfrard.s of eight 
biys, and they shone with as much intensity and splendour as before. 

Ill order to study tlic organa ludfera more at my leisure, I carefully 
removed all the dorsal part of the skeleton, and exposed the intestines, 
which were filled with air. In the females, the ovaries immediately ap- 
pear, as they fill a largo portion of the interior of thc.body ; wliilc, in the 
males, we notice behiivl the posterior canals the deferential and semcni-, 
feroiis canals rolled upgn themselves. Neither the bodies nor fluids con- 
tained in these canals possess luminous properties ; and these two organs, 
very distinct from those of^fcc phospliQres'cence throughout their whole. 
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extent, both open into a reetuiu of a very delicate strueture. It was 
PIpbably this delicate structure of the extremity of the intestinal canal 
that made Carrara suppose that it communicated with the luminous ap- 
paratus ; but with the exception of the alternate dilatation of this con- 
duit^ we find no bubble of air throughout its whole extent. The phos- 
phorescent organ is even separated from the intestines by a cushion of 
white fat, which can be easily raised, when wc get a view of this organ, 
the colour of which is sulphur-yellow. On the two penultimate segments, 
and partial^ even on that which precedes them, we notice a multi- 
tude of tfacheal lyimifications converging, and these, when examined 
with the glass, appear to consist of round corpuscles closely pressed 
against each other, in such a way that the whole presents some resem- 
blance to the electrical organ of the Torpedo, although I am unable to 
determine the degree of resemblance that may exist between tlie two 
organs. Ita stronger magnifying pow'cr be used, we notice in the lumin- 
ous part regular series of brownish cori)uscles, having a silvery white 
point in the middle, which, seen with a still higher magnifying power, 
presents itself under the appearance of small ramifications. When a 
compound microscope is used, we then distinctly see that the whole or- 
gan consists of a regular bed oj small spheres, into which the tracheal 
ramifications penetrate, and then spread themselves in the most elegant 
manner, forming, so to speak, the skeleton. Besides that, wc sec deve- 
loped in this delicate membrane of small spheres a quantity of molecules, 
to which is attached the luminous extremity ; the latter, by means of the 
considerable interlacement of aerial vessels, may receive an enormous 
quantity of air at once. 

The luminous substance itself is of a yellow colour; the intensity of 
the light is in the direct ratio o?' the change of the yellow colour of the 
organ, which can be easily shewn when wc bring the latter in contact 
with water. I was unable to trace the progress of the nervous system in 
it, because the principal branch consi^itcd of a filet of extreme tenuity. 

It must not be here supposed that we witness, in these spheres pro- 
ducing the phosphorescence, a transformation of the ordinary corpuscles 
of the fatty matter, for the former arc completely different from the lat- 
ter, as well in respect of form as of colour ; the same in all their contours, 
such as they ace observed by the microscope ; but it appears to me likely 
that the principal matter entering into their structure, independently of 
the ramifications of the tracheae, is a fatty matter, and that it is to the 
latter the luminous and phosphorescent substance is attached. 

It therefore appears to me demonstrated, saysM. Peters in conclusion, 
that the luminous organ in Lampyris Italica, has the most intimate rela- 
tion witb the orgaffs of respiration ; but I cannot determine if this is 
'equally the case with the sexual organs.”* 

* From L'Institut. No. 432, jp. 127, whero^e paper is translated from 
♦Archiv. fur PJiysiol., &c., 1841, p.*229. 
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On Coral Islands and Reefs^ as described by Mr Darwin. By 
Charles Maclaren, Esq., F.R.S.E.* 

Coral islands are one of the wonders of Natural History. 
That masses of rock, many leagues in extent, should be founded 
in the depths of the ocean, and built up to the height of hun- 
dreds of feet, by minute animalculse scarcely visible to the 
naked eye, is a phenomenon calculated to stagger the unlearned, 
and which even philosophers were slow to believe. "Tl^e struc- 
ture and arrangement of the mineral masses thus produced, 
are not less singular than their* origin, and present problems 
which have puzzled and divided men of science. An,excellent 
work on the latter branch of the subject has been recently 
published Jby Mr Charles Darwin, in which this able naturalist 
has condensed and systematized his own observations and those 
of his predecessors, and, for the first time, presented us with a 
complete view of these singular objects. The facts have led 
him to some new qnd highly curicius conclusions bearing on 
the past and future physical history of the globe. An outline 
of these may not bo without interest. 

Corals — What they are . — The term coral includes two objects 
— the animal, called the Polype or Polypifer, and the tenement 
in which it lodges, called the Polypidom, or, more usually, the 
‘‘ Coral.**’ The solid massive corals, which form reefs and islands, 
arc chiefly found in tropical seas, and it is of these we mean 
to speak. 

Polypes cannot live unless constantly immersed in water, 
or beaten by the surf : even a shoi-t exposure to the sun 
kills them ; and hence the reefs they build terminate below 
the surface, sometimes one or two feet, sometimes several 
fathoms. Different species inhabit different depths. Some 
slender branching corals are found living (that is, tenanted 
by liviny animalcula') at the depth of a thousand feet ; but 
the massive corals which constitute reefs, do not exist at a 
greater depth than 20 or 30 fathoms ; and there are species 
which delight in the surf, and cany on their, labours^ amidst 
breakers which wouW swamp a boat; All the varieties included . 
in coral reefs are ftot known with certainty. Those found 
near the top by Mr Darwin were the "Porite and Mijlcpore, 

— 9 « ■■ ■ ■ 

* This Arjticle is slightly abridged from the origiual. 
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and at a greater depth the Madrepore and Astrea are believed 
to exist. On the exterior margin of the reef at the surface, 
the Porites were in irregularly rounded masses from four to 
eight feet broad, nearly of equal thickness, and divided from 
eaCh other by narrow crooked channels about six feet deep. 
Other parts of the reef were composed of thick vertical plates 
{fflillepora intersecting each other atvarious angles, 

and ‘‘foijming an exceedingly strong honeycombed mass.’^ 
Betwedh these [dates and in protected crevices, a multitude of 
branching corals live, and the Jagoon is inhabited by a distinct 
sot of corals, generally brittle and thinly branched. Tho 
Nulliporm, which have no visible cells, and though resembling 
corals, are supposed to bo plants, occasionally cover tho 
Porites and Millipores up to the level of high water. 

Coral Reefs and Atolls , — ^These reefs are submarine rocks of 
coral, usually ascending so near to the surface of tho sea that 
their existence is indicated to the navigator by breakers. They 
are found remote from land, are in vast numbers, iind often of 
great extent, and generally affect an irregularly circular form, 
having a pool of comparatively still water in the middle, called 
a lagoon. Storms throw up masses of broken coral upon them, 
which accumulate to the depth of some feet above high-water, 
forming chains of islets along the reef. The whole reef in this 
condition is called a “ lagoon island, or more conveniently an 
‘‘ atoll,” a word borrowed from the South Sea islanders. Some 
reefs have many islands upon them, some have few, and some 
have none. 

A coral reef may be defined a wall or mound of coral rock, 
built up in the ocean from a considerable depth, and generally 
returning into itself, so as to form a ring, with a sheet of still 
water in the interior. Every one,"" says Mr Darwin, “ must 
be struck with astonishment when he first beholds one of these 
vast rings of coral rock, often many leagues in diameter, here 
and there surmounted by a low verdant island with dazzling 
white shores, bathed* on the outside by the foaming breakers 
of the ocean, and on the inside surrounding a calm expanse of 
water, which, from reflection, is of a bright but pale green 
colouV.” The wall of coral rock forming the ring, is generally 
from £( furlong to half a mile^in breadth, averaging about a 
ejuarter of a mile. In one rare case it is three miles. The 
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diameter of the atoll, or circle formed by the reef, varies from 
less than one mile to 30 or 40. There is one 50 miles in length 
by 20 in breadth ; so that, if the ledge of coral rock forming 
the ring were extended in one line, it would be 120 miles in 
length. Assuming it to be a quarter of a mile in breadth, and 
150 feet deep, here is a mound compared with which the walls 
of Babylon, the great wall of China, or the Pyramids of Egypt, 
arc but children’s toys — and built too, amidst the wawi^of the 
ocean, and in detianco of its storms, which sweep away the 
most solid works of man. • 

The wall of coral is generally breached in one or more places ; 
and when the breaches are deep enough to admit a ship, the 
atoli affords a convenient and safe harbour. • 

Some of fiio atolls are perfect circles. The external side of 
the reef often plunges to a depth of 200 or 300 fathoms, at an 
angle of 45 degrees or more. At Cardoo Atoll no bottom was 
found with a line of 200 fathoms (1200 feet), at the distance 
of CO yards from the reef. The internal side, on the other 
hand, shelves gradually towards the centre of the lagoon, form- 
ing a saucer-shaped cavity, the depth of which varies from one 
fathom to fifty. In no instance has it been found entirely 
filled up. Beyond the line where the boral ceases to grow, the 
bottom of the lagoon consists of rolled fragments of it, or a 
whitish mud consirsting chiefly of the same substance in a com- 
minuted state. Much of this mud is supposed to be produced 
by certain species of fish and molluscous animals which browse 
upon the coral ; grinding it dowh to fine meal, part of which 
will pass from them and bo deposited by the water. From 
this description it will bo seen that an atoll closely resembles 
in form the cone of a submarine volcano, the coral reef repre- 
senting the rim, the lagoon occupying precisely thb place of 
the crater. 

The islets formed on these reefs are very singular objects. 
In storms, the sea throws up fragments of coral, sometinqes 
mixed with sand. The outer and lowest stratum of this mat- 
ter, which is bathed by the sea at high tide, is sometimes? con- 
verted into a brecciat^ coral rock by calcareous infiltrations 
from the water. Above this, and generally at the distance’ of 
200 or 300 yards from the outer margin of the reef, .the loose 
fragments cast up in,strong gales, mixed occasionally with,§and • 
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and shells, accumulate till they form a bank rising from six ta 
twelve feet above high water, with the highest side towards 
the sea, from which the surface slopes inward to the lagoon. 
The ordinary width of these islets is under a (piarter of a mile, 
and their length varies from a few yards to several miles. 



In tlie above cut, No. 1 is a plan of Keeling Atoll, in S. latitude 12®., 
and E. longitude 96.54®, the structure of which Mr Darwin examined 
with peculiar care. 

a, d, b, r, i, t,f, the coral reef ; the scale being I of an inch to the mile, 
the largest diameter of the atoll is 9 miles, and the shortest 7. 

N, the lagoon, which, a little northward of the centre, is 8 fathoms 
deep, as marked in the figurp. The part south of the dotted line is nearly 
dry at«low waters 

i, t, the dark space here on the surface of flie reef, is a long narrow 
islcf of an irregular figure. There are other twfi between h and r ; smaller 
ones uXf,' df and a; and others of very minute size betweenyand 

There is .a wdde breach in thb reef between b and rf, and a narrower one 
between d and cither of which admits a ship. 
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The island abounds in cocoa trees, sprung from nuts brought 
by the currents of the ocean from Sumatra or Java, GOO miles 
distant. Turtles browse on the sea-weeds which grow in the 
lagoon. The islands are inhabited, and these two articles sup- 
ply the people with food. What is singular, fresh water is 
tained from wells which ebb and flow with the tides. Mr Dar- 
win thinks tliat the rain Avater being specifically lighter than 
the salt, keeps floating on its surface, and is subject to the 
same inoveriionts. 

Barrier Beefs . — Besides the atolls, which have merely a sheet 
of water in the interior, there are many reefs in the Pacific 
and Indian Oceans which encircle one or more ishincfs of pri- 
mary, secondary, or volcanic rock. I^o these Mr Darwin gives 
the name of “ barrier reefs,” and the water which separates the 
islands from the reef is called “ the lagoon channel.” These 
reefs resemble the others in all respects. They support scattered 
lineal islets ; they are pierced by brgaches ; their exterior sides 
are stoop and deep, while their interior arc shallow and slope 
gently. Fig. 2. represents one of these (Maurua) on the same 
scale as the last. 

r.fi the reef, with two long narrow islets at its northern end, and some 
smaller ones at other parts. * 

N, tlie lagoon channel. The narrow entrance on its south side ha 
from four to five fathoms of water. 

L, an island 2 miles long, and 800 feet high in the lagoon. 

In this instance, the lagoon channel, separating the island 
from the reef, is of small depth*aiid narrow, the breadth rang- 
ing from a furlong to a mile ; but in other cases, it is 20 miles 
broad and GO fathoms deep ; and, instead of one or two islands, 
almost filling the lagoon (as at Raiatca), there are sometimes 
four, six, or more, of small size, forming mere spots in it. This 
is exemplified at Hogolcu and Gambler Islands. There are 
two very remarkable barrier reefs known. The first is that 
which runs along the north-east coast of Australia 1000 miles 
in length. It is divided from the bind. by a lagoon channel 
from 10 to 30 miles ^broad, and from 10 to GO fathonw deep. 
The other runs parajlcl to the shores of Now Caledonia for a 
length of 400 miles. It accorapaiiicg the shores for 250 miles, 
and continues for J 50 miles more in the same direction, afford- 
ing presumptive evidence that the island has a submarine pro- 
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longation of this extent. At some places it is but a few yards 
from the island ; at others it is 20 mUes ; and so steep was its ex- 
terior side found to be in one instance, that at two ship-lengths 
from the reef no bottom was found with a lino of 900 feet. 

Double and triple There are small atolls sometimes 

placed in elliptical rows, with a sheet of water in the centre, 
and thus becoming constituent parts of a large atoll. This is 
shewn at fig. 3, where 14 small atolls, each with its little 
lagoon, are so arranged as to form one Large atoll, with a. large 
lagoon, N, in its centre. The figui'o is ideal, but we have an 
example in the Maldiva Archipelago, where the combination 
is carried a stage higher. This group extends over a space of 
470 miles in length by 50 in breadth, and forms,, as it were, 
three orders of atolls. First, you have a hundred of these 
little reefs, with pools in the centre, so disposed as to form one 
large atoll, 50 or 60 miles long, by 10 or 15 broad, with a 
lagoon 25 fathoms deep. . Next, twenty of these large atolls 
of the second order, are arranged in the shape of a nari’ow 
ellipse, so as to form one vast atoll of the third order, 470 
miles in length by 50 in breadth, with a lagoon in the interior 
of unfathomable depth. 

The atolls and barrier reefs are dispersed in great numbers 
over the Pacific and Indian Oceans. Are they the remnants 
of a former continent which has disappeared^ or is disappearing^ 
from that vast watery waste ? — or are they the harbingers of a 
new continent which is coming into existence ? These are the 
questions which Mr Darwin has discusoed with great learning 
and ingenuity. 

Fringing Reefs, — The third form in which coral-reefs pre- 
sent themselves is, that of Fringing Reefs^ the difference be- 
tween which and the other two must be pointed out. Atolls” 
are rings of coral-rock, rising nearly to the surface of the 
sea, with or without islets of drifted coral generally having a 
gi’eat depth of water on the outside, and a lagoon from 5 to 
50 fathoms deep in the centre. “ Barrier reefs” are exactly 
similai^ except "that they encircle one or piore islands of sedi- 
mentary or volcanic rock, from which they are divided by a 
lagoon-channel, whicl?, like the lagoons of the atolls, is gene- 
. rally from 5 to 50 fathoms tlepp. Fringing reefs” resemble 
.barriej reefs, except, that they have a comparatively small 
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depth of water on the outside, and small shallow lagoon chan- 
nels between them and the land. They are generally found 
in seas that shelve gradually. The distinction between the 
last two classes of reefs has reference chiefly to theoretical 
considerations, as will bo shewn by and by. 

Theory of Atolls — Land that has svhsided or is subsiding.— > 
It muftt be kept in mind, as already stated, that reef-building 
corals do not live at a greater depth than 20 or 30 fioithoins, 
or, to take the extreme in round numbers, say*200 feelf! This 
fact is of fundamental importaiwc in roforcnce to every theory 
of coral reefs. 

1. The earliest opinion was, thfit these reefs were built up 
in the oce^n from unfathomable depths. But tliis is at once 
disposed of by the fact just stated. 

2. At a more recent period some naturalists, struck by the 
generally circular form of the reefs, and the steepness of their 
exterior sides in many instances,^ supposed that they were 
based on the craters of submarine volcanoes. To this idea 
there is the conclusive objection, that it docs not apply to long 
narrow reefs like Bow Atoll, 30 miles by 6, or Mcnchikoff 
Atoll 60 miles in length, or the larger rings, composed of 
smaller rings, of the Maldives. That submarine craters, if 
they reached the proper height, would afford fit foundations 
for atolls, is probable, and such may exist ; but that all the 
numerous atolls scattered over the ocean rest on such a basis 
is inadmis:dible. 

3. It has been supposed that the atolls rest on the sum- 
mits of the submarine mountains. But this fails in explain- 
ing the existence of those which appear in groups. The low 
Archipelago, for instance, contains 80 atolls, scattered over a 
spaco of 840 geographical miles by 420, and not a single 
island of ordinary rock. How can we believe that a chain or 
group of mountains extending over such a vast area had 80 
summits, all reaching within less than 200 feet of the surface, 
and not one rising above it ? And this is not a solitary case ; 
for the objection apj.dies equally to the Gilbert? group, 300 miles 
in length; the Marshall group, 520 miles by 240; and the* 
Maidive and Lacadive group, lOOQ miles in length by 100 in 
breadth— none of which contain o single island of any othcr^ 
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material than drifted coral, resting on the edge of the sub- 
marine reef. The argument holds equally good against the 
hypothesis of submarine craters; for so many hundreds of 
these could not approach within a few fathoms of the surface, 
without some of them rising above it. 

4. Banks of sediment might (as some suppose) servo for a 
basis to atolls in shallow seas ; but to assume the existence of 
hundreds of such banks of moveable matter in the profound 
depths of the ocean, is absurd ; and it is positively disproved 
in the case of those atolls whoso exterior sides are steeper 
than the cone of a volcano, descending, as some of them do, at 
an angle of 40 or 50 degrees. 

The theory adopted, whatever it is, should also explain the 
existence of barrier reefs, which are analogous to atolls in every 
point, except that of having solid land within them. How, for 
instance, on any of the theories proposed, are we to account 
for the great barrier reef, of Australia, with GO fathoms of 
water even on its inner side, and descending on its outer side 
to unfathomable depths at a high angle ? Are we to assume 
that there is a submarine precipice here 1000 miles in length, 
on which it rests. 

The only hypothesis^ Mr Darwin observes, which solves all dif- 
ficulties^ is that which assumes that the atolls rest on land which 
has subsided^ and part of which was once dry. Detached atolls 
far from others, may stand on submarine rocks which have un- 
dergone no change of position ; but those found in groups 
mark the site of land which has subsided. In short, the atolls^ 
according to Mr Darwin’s theory, may be regarded as the ves- 
tiges or foot-prints of land which has disappeared ; and the islands^ 
encircled by barrier reefs, as remnants of land now partly submer- 
ged, and perhaps in progress towards final disappearance. 

As the coral tanimalculsc do not live at a greater depth than 
200 feet, it follows that all reefs, however deep, must have 
begun in shallow seas ; in other words, they must have been 
originally of the nature of “ Fringing Reefs.” 

Let fis suppose an island 350 feet high exist in the tro- 
pical seas. The animalculae commence tficir labours on some 
spot, and at a distance^ from the shore, as turbid water is per- 
cnicious'to them. But since they cannot exist at more than 
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200 -feet beneath the surface, they are checked in their pro- 
gress seaward, and therefore continue their work to the right 
or left, keeping always within the requisite depth ; and thus 
their instinct guides them to form the reef in the shape of a 
girdle round the island, following the sinuosities of its shores, 
keeping nearer them where the water deepens rapidly, and 
farther off where it deepens slowly. Here we have a reason 
why reefs may bo circular, oblong, or of any other fttriaa which 
islands assume. Mr Darwin’s plates of Raiatea and Vanikoro 
are good examples of the manner in which reefs adapt them- 
selves to the outline of the islands they encircle. 

The little architects carry up their fabric to the level of the 
low water-line, and there they stop. Suppose the ishxnd now 
to subside 200 feet, either suddenly or slowly. They then 
commence a new fabric on the top of the old, and again carry 
it up to the low >vater level. 13ut the island itself, besides 
losing 200 feet of height, is cont^jacted in brecadth from its 
low shores being covered with water ; the channel between it 
and the reef becomes broader and deeper ; and the reef hav- 
ing its basis at a depth beyond that whore living coral exists 
becomes a ‘‘ barrier reef.” 

Suppose the island to subside otlier 200 feet. A third fa- 
bric of coral now rises on the top of the second, till the reef 
again reaches the low water level. But the island itself has 
disappeared, and the lagoon which occupies its place, with the 
encircling reef, now forms an “ atoll."’ 

The subjoined figures illustrate what has been stated, and 
shew the process by which a ‘"Fringing reef’ passes into a 
“ Barrier reef,’’ and a barrier reef into an “ Atoll.” 



First Stage — The Fringing reef. 

tt h a — A section of .an island, roughly copied from one giv^n by Mr 
Darwin. 

S 1 — The surface of the sea. 

,r r— -A fringing reef formed within a^small llistance of its shores. 
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Second Stage — The Barrier reef. 

a b a — Tlie island having subsided 200 feet, is now more than half sub- 
merged ; biv) its double summit is still visible. 

S 2 — ^I'hc surface of the sea in its second position. 

The fringing reef now raised to t^c level of S 2, forms r r, a Barrier 
reef.” 

The smaM gutter which divided the reef from the island, is enlarged to 
the wider and deeper cavity n n, and forms a “ lagoon channel.” 





Third Stage — The Atoll. 

a b a — The island having subdivided other 200 feet, is now completely 
submerged. 

S 3— The sea in its third position. 

The barrier reef having 200 feet added to its height, now rises to r r, 

A broad lagoon n, now occupies the place of the island, and the reef 
becomes an “ Atoll.” 

Mr Darwin endeavoured to collect some positive evidence 
of subsidence in the islands, but it is not very satisfactory. 
Geology, however, renders it certain that some portions of the 
earth’s surface have sunk to a lower level. The subsidence 
assumed, therefore, involves no inconsistency ; and it enables 
us to account for the otherwise puzzling fact, that though corals 
do not live*at a greater depth than 200 feet, yet numerous 
reefs are found iOOO feet or more in depth, the basis of which, 
as the steepness of their sides attest, can scarcely consist of 
any thing else than coral. 

It explains also the appearance of the atolls in groups. 
Supposb a tropical island, .like Ireland in size, to sink under 
the waves by slow stages. Tho hills being-of different heights, 
the corals would begin their work on those first submerged — 
<.that is‘, the. lowest — and new reefs would be founded sucebs- 
fively Qu the higher ones as they descended, one after another. 
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to the proper depth. When the whole island had disappeared, 
a group of isolated atolls, scattered over a space of 250 miles 
by 150, would mark the place it occupied, and indicate its 
figure. All thO atolls would be built up to the level of low 
water ; and while the last founded might be only two or tflree 
fathoms deep, the first might be two or three hundred. In 
this way, the lower hills might have their representative reefs 
as well as the higher, though the creatures that eonstmact them 
can work only at limited depths. 

Again, if the principle be ooiToct, we would expect to find 
occasionally an unsubmorged remnant of land (an island), ac- 
companied with barrier reefs, in a region whore subsidence was 
going on,^that is, amidst a group of atolls. Now, this occurs 
ill the Caroline Archipelago, and one or two other places* 
Moreover, as the conditions necessary to the life of corals 
(which are imperfectly known) may cease at some spots where 
they once existed, we might also ^expect (.admitting the prin- 
ciple of subsidence) to find reefs, in which the coral being dead, 
could not raise itself to the low water level. Such a case is 
met with in the Great Ohagos Bank, 90 miles by 70. It has 
a border from 5 to 10 fathoms under water, a second border, 
or inner ledge, about 1 6 fathoms under water, and its central 
parts, consisting of mud, are from 40 to 50 fathoms deep. It 
is conceived to be “ a half-drowned atoll.'’ 

In New Caledonia, as Mr Darwin observes, wo seem to wit- 
ness the effects of subsidence in actual progress. It is an 
island 200 miles in length by 45 in breadth, quite straight, 
and consisting of a single ridge of mountains. Now, the coral 
reefs, which run parallel to its shores on the two sides, instead 
of turning round the north end and uniting, as we would ex- 
pect, continue in their original north-west direction for 150 
miles beyond it in the open sea. The most probable explana- 
tion of this anomaly is, that the reefs, in their northern pro- 
longation, accompany a part of the ridge, which, owing to the 
island having subsided, is noxc submarine^ but consisted of dry 
land at an earlier period when thq reefs were founded. The 
reefs, in short, follow the ancient line of the shore, a large 
part of which is now under water, and .the process of sufcmer- 
gdnee is perhaps still going on^ , . 

Lands recently^raised^ or still rising from the oreaw.ir- While 
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ancient lands have sunk under the waves in some parts of .the 
Indian and Pacific Oceans, Mr Darwin thinks that new lands 
have risen, or are rising, in others. The corals furnish the 
evidence of the latter change as well as the former. 

As all corals are formed in the sea, it follows that when we 
find them in situ on dry land, they afford distinct proof of the 
land having been upraised. Now, coral banks are found in 
most of Jthj Sandwich Islands many yards above the sea. In 
one they form three strata, each 10 feet thick. In Oahu, 
Mr Pierce, an intelligent Eurepean who has lived there six- 
teen years, is convinced thjit elevation is at present going on 
“at a very perceptible rate.” Elizabeth Island (S. lat. 24, 
W. long. 129) 80 feet high, is entirely composed of coral. Five 
of the “Cook and Austral” islands (S. lat. 20, W. long. 160) arc 
of coral rock. The sixth Mangaia, 300 feet high, is, with the 
exception of a little basalt, entirely of coral ; and having a flat 
top with a lagoon-shaped ct|tvity in it, is evidently an upraised 
atoll. Tongataboo, one of the Friendly Isles, is entirely of 
coral ; Eoua and Vavao, in this group, the former 200 or 300 
feet high, arc of the same substance. Anamouka, another, 20 
or 30 feet high, with a salt-water lake in the middle, is, in 
truth, an atoll, only a very little elevated. Savage Island, 40 
feet high (south-east of the Friendly group), exhibits tree- 
shaped corals still unbroken, a proof that its elevation is recent. 
In the Navigators’ group (S. lat. 14, W. long. 170) large frag- 
ments of coral were found on a steep hill at the height of 80 
feet, embedded in a base of decomposed lava and sand. On 
the new Hebrides (S. lat. 18, E. long. 108), coral, seemingly of 
recent origin, is found at a great altitude. New Ireland (S. 
lat. 4, E. long. 153), which belongs to the Salomon group, pre- 
sents beds of madreporite rock, with the corals little altered, 
forming a newer lino of coast modelled round an ancient one. 
In the Mariana group (i\. lat. 15, E. long. 140), a succession of 
cliffs of madreporite limestone present themselves. In the 
great circular chain of islands extending from the Bay of Ben- 
gal to Japan, embracing Sumatra, Java, Timor, Ceram, the 
Philippines, and Loo Choo, corals or be4s of sea-shells at 
considerable heights, aflTord abundant evidence of elevation ; 
•but for details we refer to Mr Darwin’s book. Where reefs 
occur oij, the shores of these islands, they arc fringing reefs, 
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indicating either that the shores are lAationary, or that they 
are now rising. 

Mr Darwin went painfully over every work in which any 
account of coral roofs was to be found, and marked by colours 
on a* map to which of the three classes they beloiigod^of 
“ fringing reefs,’’ “ barrier reefs,” or “ atolls.” On classifying 
them in this \vay, the following general facts arrested his at- 
tention : — 

1. They arc not mingled Indiscriminately, bift gcnerallly those 
of each class appear in groups, §pread over a considerable area, 

2. Where they are mingled, the barrier reefs and atolls, 
both of which indicate subsidence^ are found together. 

3. On the other hand, fringing reefs and coral beds on terra 
firma^ indicating that the land is either stationary or uprising^ 
are generally found together. 

4. Active volcanoes, the agents of elevation, are numerous 
in the stationary or uprising groujis, and, except in a very few 
cases, arc absent from the subsiding groups. 

Mr Darwin was thus led to conclude that the ocean contains 
areas of elemtion and areas of subsidence ; in other words, that 
in some parts its bottom is sinking, and burying ancient lands 
under the waves ; while in othei*s, it is rising, and unveiling to 
us the germs of future islands and continents. Let us pursue 
this idea into a few details. 

The Maidive and Lacadive Atolls and Great Chagos Bank, 
probably mark the former existence of an island extending 
1500 miles from north to south, or ecpial in length to Britain, 
Franco, and Spain united. 

In the Caroline Archipelago, northward of New Britain, we 
have perhaps the traces of a second island of similar size, of 
which two or throe small portions are still above water ; in the 
Marshall, and Gilbert, and Ellice groups, traces of a third ; 
in the Society Isles and Low Archipelago, a few remnants of a 
fourth ; and in the Fidgi Islands, remnants of a fifth. According 
to the theory also, New Caledonia,and.the north-east coast of 
Australia have subsided, and may still be subiding. 

On the other hapd, Sumatra, Java, Siimba, Timor, with Gil- 
olo, the Philippines, Formosa, and. Loo Choo, which abdund in 
active volcanoes, and perhaps also Borneo and Celebes, belong 
to the category of uprising lands. If wo suppose that the jelo- 
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vatory movement is still proceeding, its ultimate result, some 
thousand years hence, may be to unite that vast chain of 
islands to one another, and to the continent of Asia, by the pe- 
ninsula of Malacca on the one side, and the eastern coast of 
China on the other, converting the Chinese sea into a vast in- 
land lake. Further eastward, the Salomon Isles, which are 
also uprising, may be united into one narrow ridge, 500 miles 
long ; and ^he New Hebrides, Sandwich Isles, and Navigators* 
Isles, mLy undergo a similar change. For other examples we 
refer to the work. „ 

This theory explains the phenomena under consideration 
better thah any other which has been proposed, and it is not 
at varian/^e with the principles of geology, which teach us, 
that some parts of the crust of the globe are rising, and others 
subsiding at the present day. It seems to us, however, that 
it is attended with difficulties, of which some are perhaps ap- 
parent but others are real. 

First, The anomalous facts arc rather numerous. An in- 
spection of the map shews that atolls and barrier reefs occur 
in ‘‘ areas of elevation,’* and fringing reefs and volcanoes in 
‘‘ areas of subsidence,” unless we confine these areas within 
very naiTow limits. We g^^ant, however, that this objection 
may admit of an answer. For instance, in an area that is 
rising, corals may take root upon a subaqueous rock or bank 
when it comes within less than 200 feet of the surface, and 
raise upon it an atoll. Again, a volcano like that of Monte 
Nuovo, near Naples, may break out in an area that is station- 
ary or subsiding ; and thus the indications of elevation and 
subsidence may be found intermingled. 

Secondly^ If the theory is correct, we would expect to find 
in areas of el^evation, fringing reefs in a great variety of stages 
— some 2 or 3 feet above low water, some 2 or 3 yards, 
some with the lagoon channel almost, and others with it al- 
together, obliterated. That there are examples of this transi- 
tion from the fringing reef to the coral rock on dry land, and 
that corjils are found at considerable heights, we do not deny ; 
but they occur, in our opinion, much more rarely than they 
ought to do, considering that the areas supposed to be upris- 
ing are of great extent, and piany of them often visited and 
well known. 
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Thirdly^ What seems to us the most serious objection to the 
theory, remains to bo stated. On the outside of coral reefs 
very highly inclined, no bottom is sometimes found with a line 
of 2000 or 3000 feet, and this is by no means a rare case. 
It follows that the reef ought to have this thickness ; and Mr 
Darwin’s diagrams, pages 48 and 98, shojy that he understood 
it so. Now, if such masses of coral exist under the sea, they 
ought somewhere to be found oji terra firma ; for Ihgrg is evi- 
dence that all the lands yet visited by geologisfe have Been at 
one time submerged. But neithisr in the great volcanic chain, 
extending from Sumatra to Japan, nor in the West Indies, 
nor in any other region yet explored, has a bed or formation 
of coral, even 500 feet thick, been discovered, so far as wo know. 
We state this objection, not as conclusive against the theory, 
but as one deserving the able and ingenious author’s consider- 
ation. 


Itemarks on the preceding paper.^ in a Letter from Charles 
Darwin, Esq., to Mr Maclaren. 

Down near Broomley, Kent. 

Dear Sir, — I have been so much pleased with the very clear, and, at the 
same time, in many points quite original manner in which you have stated 
and explained my views, that I cannot refrain from troubling you with my 
thanks. Your third objection appears to me much the most, indeed the 
only, formidable one, wliich has hitherto occurred to me. I fear I shall 
be tempted to reply to it at great length, but perhaps sometime you will 
find leisure to read my attempted vindication. With respect to the first 
objection, I can hardly admit that we know enough of the laws of ele- 
vation and subsidence to argue against the theor}', because the areas of 
different movements arc not more distinct. Some have been startled at 
my view on directly the reverse grounds to your objection, viz. that, 
according to their notions of probability, the areas of the sanrtj movements 
were too large and uniform. With respect to your second objection, all 
those who believe that exceedingly slow and gradual elevations are the 
order of nature, must admit a great amount of contemporaneous denuda- 
tion, which would tend to annihilate the characteristic form of the fring- 
ing-reefs during their upheaval, and leave merely a coating on the upraised 
land of coral-rock cither thicker or thinner, according to the origimd thick- 
ness, rate of growth of tj|e reef at each successive level, and the rate of 
elevation ; indeed 1 am surprised that there exists even one case, vfe. at 
Mauritius, where the peculiar moat-like struetuilb of a mere fringing-reef 
has been partially preserved on dry land. 

Your third criticisii> strikes me as a very weighty and pc^plexi^g one! ^ 
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It had passed through my head^ but I had not considered it with nearly 
the attention it deserved, otherwise I assuredly would have noticed it in my 
volume. Iliad always intended to examine the limestone formations of Eng- 
land for comparison, but was prevented by bad health ; I was, however, led 
away from the subject, and baffled when I consulted published accounts, for 
the limestones all appeared to be uniformly spread out, andinost, if not all of 
them, to be associated with layers of earthy matter, whereas a formation 
of the nature of a group of atolls, would consist of separate large patches 
of calcareous rock, which would be quite pure. — I wiis thus led from the 
subject, ^Knil did npt reflect on their want of thickness. The want of thick- 
ness, however, in any limestone formation, until it he first shewn to be 
analogous in structure, form, an decomposition, to a barrier- reef, an atoll 
or group of atolls, evidently cannot be brought forward as any argument 
against the theory of the long-continued subsidence of reefs of these 
classes, during the elevation of all reefs in open seas, T tiilnk there can 
be no doubt (.as is dwelt on at p. 117, .3d. vol.; that a <*onsic>jrablc thick- 
ness of the exterior would be denuded, and the ofJ y parts preserved would 
be those which had accumid.ated in lagoons or lagoon-cljannels ; these 
would be chiefly sedimentary, and in some cases might contain (p. 117) 
scarcely .any coral ; wdthin barrier-reefs such beds would often be associated 
with much earthy sediment. M^r Lyell, in a note just re(‘»*‘tvcd, in wliieh he 
alludes to your criticisms, speaks of the limestones of t)ic Alps and Pyre- 
nees, as being of enormous thickness, namely, about 40()(> feet, I do not 
know what their composition is, but 1 nave no « oubt that the strata now 
accumulating wfVA in the barrier-reef of Australia and Xcw (’alcdoiiia, aro 
chiefly formed of luii-izontal Layers of cah arcou " Ft diin.*nt and not of coral. 

I suspect that denudation has acted on a fai grander scale tlian in 
merely peeling the outsides of upraised reefs. My theory leads me to infer 
that the .areas, where groujis of atolls and barricr-rccfs stand, have sub- 
sided to .agreat amount and over a wivlc space. Now it .appears to me pro- 
bable, that a subterranean change, producing a directly opposite movement, 
namely, agrc.at and widely extendetf elevation, would be extremely slow, 
and would be interrupted by long periods of rest, and perhaps of oscil- 
lation of level. When I think of the denudation along the fault, which goes 
across the northern carboniferous counties of England, where 1000 feet of 
strata have been smoothed away ; when I think how commonly volcanic 
islands, formed of very hard rock, arc eaten back in cliffs from 100 or 200 to 
800 or 1000 feet in height, 1 h.ardly see where we can stop, with respect to 
the probable limits of erosion on the comparatively soft, generally cavernous, 
tabular, though wide, masses of coral rock, standing exposed in great oceans 
during very slow changes of jevel. Most of the atolls which have been 
raised few bundrfid feet are mere wrecks, and at the Friendly Archipelago 
where there are upraised atolls; there are large irregular reefs, also, which I 
have^lways thought were probably the basal vestiges of worn down atolls. 
Many subiUerged reefs, which may have had this same origin, occur out- 
side the line of elevation of the Salomon and New Hebrides archipelagoes. 
The grf at steepness of the shores of upraised reefs (p. 65. Ehrenbeig 
quoted, and p. 51.) would probably be unfigivouiable to the growth of new 
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reefs, and tlicrcfore to the protection afforded by them. I can conceive 
it very possible, that should^ at some period, as far in futurity as tbe 
secondary rocks arc in the past, the bed of the Pacific, with its atolls and 
barrier reefs, be raised in reefs, by an elevation of some thousand feet, and 
be converted into a continent, that scarcely an}^, or none of the existing 
reefs would be preserved ; but only widely spread beds of calcareous 
matter derived from their wear and tear. As a corollary from this, I sus- 
pect that the reefs of the secondary periods (if any, as is probable, existed), 
liave been ground into sand, and no longer exist. This noti^i ^vill cer- 
tainly at first ai^pear preposterous; its only justificationflies in th^ proba- 
bility of upward movements after long periods of subsidence, being exceed- 
ingly slo w'and en interrupted by pauses of rest, and perhaps of oscilla- 
tions of land, during aP which the soft coral rock would be exj^osed to the 
Action of waves never at rest. 

This Motion, preposterous as it wdll probably appear, would "liot have 
occuried toir., had 1 not several times, from independent reasons, been 
driven to the concl ’sh'U, that a formation to be preserved to a very dis- 
tant ocra (or which probably is tlic same thing, to be elevated to a great 
height from its original level over a wide area) must be of great extent, 
and must be. cov^'rod by a great thickness of superincumbent matter in 
ordt to escape tin' chai^^cs of denudation. 1 have come to this conclu- 
sion clhcfiy from considering the character of the deposits of the long 
scries of formations jv.iod one upon another, in Europe, with evidence 
of land near many of tiicin. I can explain my meaning more clearly 
by looking to the future ; it scarcely suems probable, judging from 
what I see of the ancitnc parts of the crust of the earth, that any of 
tlic jiuincrous sub-littoral formations (i. e. deposits formed along and 
near shores, and not of groat width or breadth), now accumulating on 
most parts of the shores of Europe (and indeed of the whole world), al- 
though, no doubt, many of them must be of considerable tliickness, will 
be preserved to a period as far in the future, as the lias or chalk arc in 
the past, but that only those deposits of the present day will be preserved 
which are accumulating over a wide area, and which shall hereafter chance 
to be protected by successive thick deposits, I should think that most of the 
sublittoral deposits of the present day will suffer, what I conclude the 
sublittoral formations of the secondary roras have generally suffered, 
namely, denudation. Now, barrier and. atoll coral reefs, though, accord- 
ing to my theory, of great thickness, arc, in the above sense, not widely 
extended ; and bcncc I conclude they will suffer, as I suspect ancient 
coral reefs have suffered — the same fate with sublittoral deposits. 

With respect to the vertical amount oP subsidence, requisite by my 
theory to have produced the spaces coloured blue on the map, m9te facts 
regarding the average l^ights of islands and tracts of land arc wanted 
than all those, even if perfectly known, which this one world of* ours 
would afford ; for the question of the probabld amount, or, whicli is the 
same thing, the probable thickness ofi the coral-reef, resolves itself into 
this, — What is the ordinary height of tracts of land, or groups oiMslanJs* 
VOL. XXXIV. NO. LXVII.— JANUAXIY 1843. 
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of the size of the existing groups of atolls (excepting as many of the high- 
est islands or mountains in such groups^ as there usually occur of en- 
circled islands*’ in groups of atolls) ? and likewise what is the ordinary 
height of the single scattered islands between such groups of islands ? — 
si:d)sidencc sufficient to bury all these islands (with the aboTe exception) 
my theory absolutely requires^ but no more. In my yolumc> I rather 
vaguely concluded that the atolls^ which are studded in so marvellous a 
manner over wide spaces of ocean^ marked the spots where the moun- 
tains of a g*cat continent lay buried, instead of merely separate tracts of 
land orSnountainous islands ; and I was thus led to speak somewhat more 
strongly than warranted, of the probable vertical amount of subsidence 
in the areas in question. 

Mr Lycll in the note alluded to, thinks we are much too ignorant of 
in tra- tropical geology (and ignorant enough we certainly are) lo iiffirm 
that caldhreous rocks of the supposed thickness of coral jeefs, do not 
occur. I am inclined to lay considerable stress on this. I do not expect 
the foregoing view will appear at all satisfactory to any one besides my- 
self, — I believe, however, there is more in it than mere special pleading. 
The case, undoubtedly, is very perplexing ; but I have the confidence to 
think, that the theory explain.^ so well many facts, that 1 shall hold fast 
by it, in the face of two or three puzzles, even as good ones as your third 
objection. Believe me, my Dear Sir, yours very truly, 

Charlks Darwin. 


Description of an improved Tilting Apparatus for emptying 
Waggons at the termini of Railways^ Shipping-Places^ as 
used at the Magheramorne Lime-Works^ Ireland. With a 
Plate. By James Thomson, Esq., F.R.S.E., M.R.I.A., 
F.R.S.S.A., Civil Engineer, Glasgow. Communicated by 
the Royal Scottish Society of Arts.* 

The apparatus may be generally described as consisting of 
three parts, viz : — 

Itff, The cast-iron brackets or quadrants for supporting the 
machine, Plate 1. a a a. 

2</, The tilting-frame upon which the waggon is placed, 
b 5, — ^and 

3^^ The malleable iron-swings for suspending the frame to 
the brackets, c c. , 

TThe supporting brackets a « a, are bolted to the wooden 
frame rf tf, of a moveable shipping platform, by means of which 

^ Bead before the Boyal Scotlish Society of Arts, and working model ex- 
*hibited^, 10th January 1842, and the Society’s Honorary Silver Medal award- 
ed, 14th November 1842. 
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the apparatus is advanced at pleasure, and made to project be- 
yond the wharf so as to discharge the waggon immediately 
over the hold of a vessel. 

The tilting-frame is formed of two cast-iron cheeks or sides, 
as shewn in fig. 4, having in each two slots or grooves for St- 
taching to the swings, and for adjustment of the apparatus. 
These sides of the frame are connected together by two flat 
malleable iron stays e £?, as represented in fig. S^wjth two 
bolts in each end, and a light round iron stay^ at the ^curved 
ends. 

The swings are attached to the frame by means of snubs 
g g^ which are bolted vertically to the lower ends of the swings 
ami horizontally to the sides of the frame, the bolts* passing 
through the grooves or slots already mentioned, in which they 
are moveable — the upper ends of the swings work upon mal- 
leable irom journals fastened in the top of the cast-iron 
brackets. When the apparatus i^ properly adjusted (which 
is done by moving the tilting-frame forward or backward 
upon the swings by means of the adjusting slots), the waggon, 
on taking its position, should be so placed that its centre of 
gravity may be slightly in advance of the point of suspension. 

The rails to the tilting-frame ar5 laid with a gentle decli- 
vity, so that the waggon may be brought upon it with a slight 
impetus just sufficient to set the frame in motion — ^the waggon 
will then immediately fall into a position ready to discharge, 
as shewn in fig 2, when by a simple contrivance, which may 
be effected in various ways, tBe door of the waggon is opened 
from behind by a handle and connecting-rod communicating 
with the door-latch, and the load discharged. 

While loaded, the position of the waggon will of itself remain 
the same, being in equilibrio ; but immediately after it is dis- 
charged, and consequently the centre of gravity thrown behind 
the point of suspension^ the tendency of the waggon is then to 
resume the horizontal position, which, however, it is prevented 
from doing, by means of the spur /e, •until completely emptied 
— the spur is then disengaged, an/l the waggon resthnes its 
level position ready ito be removed. 

The whole operation of discharging a waggon (of whatever 
weight) is effected with perfect ^safety and facility in a few • 
seconds, and one, very important deslleratum is supjilied bjt 
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this apparatus, viz. : — ^thc practicability of discharging waggons 
of different dimensions and different sized wheels upon the same 
tiltingframc* 

The advantages of the apparatus have been fully tested at 
the Magheramorne Hinc-works in Ireland, where they were first 
applied, and have since been in constant operation for the last 
three years, discharging waggons of three tons with 24-ineh 
wheels,^ nnrl waggons of only 20 cwt. and 20-inch wheels, with 
Iierfcct facility and expedition — the cost of each apparatus 
not exceeding from i!T0 to £11 complete. 

Report of the Committee of the Royal Scottish Society 
of Arts^ on 31 r Thomson's Tilting Apparatus^ for loaded 
Waggons, 

Before the termination of the last Sessiop, your Committee 
hold a meeting to consider the merits of Mr Thomson’s im- 
proved tilting apparatus, and though they were well satisfied 
with the principle on which the apparatus is constructed, in so 
far as could be judged from the drawings, yet your Committee 
deeming it expedient that they should have a report from the 
persons using the machine in the locality named by Mr Tliom- 
son, deferred coming to a conclusion on the subject, and submit- 
ted an interim report. Upon this they were instructed to corre- 
spond with such persons at Magheramorne as might bo consider- 
ed qualified to give an opinion of the working of the machine. 

A correspondence was accordingly opened with Mr Maxwell, 
manager of the lime-works at Magheramorne, and the accom- 
panying letter, dated 21st October, contains Mr Maxwell’s re- 
port of the practical >vorking of the apparatus. 

Your Committee have, therefore, now no hesitation in giving 
a very favourable opinion of Mr Thomson’s improvements on 
this tilting apparatus, and they are the more strongly induced to 
report thus favourably, from having lately learned that the im- 
proved apparatus is now being introduced upon the coal- wharfs 
^ of the Monkland and other- canals ; and it is, therefore, humbly 
suggested, that Mr Thomson merits the m\irked approbation of 
the Society. All whicluis humbly reported by your Committee, 

James Slight, Contener, 

EdiMi'ghf OckfUr 101 * 2 . 
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MAaiiEiLiMOUNE, 2lsl October 1012. 

Sin, — I am in receipt of your favour of the 17th inst., 
making enquiry in regard to Mr Thomson's tilting machine, 
and in reply, I am happy in the opportunity of bearing testimony 
to the great value and usefulness of the invention. Five of 
them were erected at our works here, about live yeiurs ago, 
and have been in constant and daily use since, and nothing 
could be more admirable than the ease and*simplicity with 
which they work, or the pcrfcct^manncr they answer the pur- 
pose for whieli they were intended, and in that time, witliout 
any of them requiring the replacement of almost a single bolt. 
Altogether I have seen no a]>paratus of the kind. so well 
adapted for loading vessels with coals, limestone, or other 
articles of ii similar heavy description. — I am, Sir, your 
obedient Servant. 

Tno. Maxwell. 

James Slight, Esq., Edinburgh. 


Description of the Elaps Jamesoni, a New Species of Serpent 
front Demerara, l?y Thomas S. Thaill, M.D., F.R.S.E. 

M.W. S., &c. Communicated by* the Author.* 

This very elegant serpent was received from Dcmerara 
many years ago, with a collection of other snakes ; and ap- 
pears to have hitherto esca])ed the researches of tlie natnral- 
ists who have published on the animals of Eqiiinoxial Ame- 
rica. I have lately examined it anatomically, and find it pro- 
vided with true moveable fangs, and with a gland, not granu- 
lar, like tlio salivary glands of innocuous snakes, but very 
much resembling that of our viper, covered with an albugi- 
neous tunic, and sending a small but distinct duct to the root 
of its fangs. Not having met with a description of this spe- 
cies in any work on ophiology, I consider it as an undescribed 
species, and propose naming it in honour, of the distinguished 
Professor of Natural History in this University. 

The general form^of this serpent,’ and length of its tail, ap- 
proximate it to the genus Coluber of M. Schlegel ; its physio 

gnpmy to his genus Ly codon; but its fangs, the whole structure 
• - - 

* Eead before the .Werncriau Natural History Society, Dec, 10.*4ei2. 
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of its mouth, and the fossuhe in its nasal plates, indicate’that 
t b elongs to the genus Elaps. Perhaps it might form the 



type ofa new genus of venomous serpents ; but unless other 
species resembling it be hereafter found, it is better to avoid 
the multiplication of genera, — the rage for which has too often 
greatly retarded the study of Natural H istory. 1 have, therefore, 
considered it as an Elaps^ and beg leave to designate it 

Elaps JAMfJsoNi. 

The only specimen which 1 have seen, and which is in my 


possession, measures 

« 

Ft. 

Iiu'hos* 

rrom the snout to the anus. 

=4 

0 

From the anus to the extremity of the tall, 


7.5 

Extreme length, . 


1.6 

Circumference of the trunk where thickest, 

=0 

4.5 

Length of the head, 

=0 

1.3 

The trunk diminishes towards the neck and tail. 

The back 


is slightly cariiiated ; the abdomen is large ; the tail tapers gra- 
dually ; the scales are lozcnge-slwped, smooth, and arranged 
in fifteen rows ; the scuta are wide, and iiuinber 220 + 108 
(the first, as in Schlegel’s work, indicating the abdominal, the 
latter the divided caudal scuta). The general colour of the 
upper part of the animal is of a bluish-grey ; but where tlie 
epidermis has peeled ofl^ the scales are of a brilliant sky-blue. 
Eachiiscale on*the posterior part of the body, and also on the 
whole tail, is edged with deep black ; avd on the latter they 
are, moreover, tipt with, the same eolour, giving a very ele- 
gant Uppciirance to this snake. The general colour of* the 
undeu parts of the body is yellowibh- white, but the abdominal 
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scuta near the anus have their posterior edges black, and the 
divided scuta of the tail are deeply edged with the same hue. 
The plates protecting the head are nine, of the normal shape ; 
the vertical plate is middle-sized ; the temporals are rather 
large; the occipitals very large; the posterior frontals ate 
considerably larger than the anterior pair ; the superciliaries 
are large ; the rostral is rounded, and emarginato below ; 
each nasal plate has a sulcus, in which are placcd^the open, 
lateral nostrils ; the frenals are wanting. Thef e arc fdfir pos- 
terior and three anterior orbite» plates. There arc eight su- 
perior and ten inferior labial plates. 

The eye is rather large and prominent; the pupitorbicular. 

The fa^igs are slender, and have a distinct longitudinal fur- 
row on their anterior convex surface, as in Sehlegel’s first 
subdivision of venomous serpents. They are attached to the 
maxillary bones, which are, as usual in venomous snakes, 
moveable by muscles attached to tlie pterygoid bones. The 
poison-gland, placed at the angle of the jaw, is covered by a 
firm albugineous tunic, has a cellular structure, and sends off 
a slender poison duct, in the usual manner, to the root of the 
fangs. 

These particulars are noticed to shew that this serpent 
really belongs to the true venomous snakes, not to the XytJo- 
dons^ with which a superficial view might readily confound it, 
as it has several analogies with that genus of harmless ser- 
pents. 

Koinuurgh University, March 1&, 1842. 


On the Application of the Hypothesis of l\f Penets to the Er- 
ratic Phenomena of the North; a Letter addressed to M. 
Macaire^ Counsellor of Utate^ by M. Jean de Charpentier.^ 

Sir — You have been good enough to take tlie trouble of 

* From the Biblioth^ue Universelle do .Gen^e, No. 78. As we have 
all 'along endeavoured, so far as our space permitted, to convey to our 
readers full information respecting glaciers, and the topics more imme-^ 
diately connected with t^em, we collected, at p. 100 of vol. xxx., references 
to the most important papers which had appeared in this J ournal on tho 
subject ; and we now continue that list, premising the titles of some shorter ^ 
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giving in the liibliotheqtie Universelle dc Geneve an account of 
my Esmi sur tea glaciers ct le terrain erratiqne dii bassin du 
RhoneJ^ I there remarked with much satisfaction that you 
have perused that work with attention, and have completely 
uifderstood the ideas which it was my intention to express. 
In fact, I think it would be impossible to prepare a better ab- 
stract than you have published of a work which, in some mea- 
sure, is oi\Iy a summary of observations. I therefore request 
you tolicccpt df my sincere thanks on this account, and also 
for all the kind observations regarding me, which, on that oc- 
casion, were dictated by your indulgent goodness. 

If all my readers had considered the subject with the same 
attention and the same sagacity which you have brought to 

communications published previously to vol. xxx., but not included in our 
former note : Vol. xviii. i>. 303, Kloden on the Origin of the Erratic Blocks 
of tlio North of Germany. A^’ol. xxiii. p. 09, Sefstniin on the Traces of a 
vast Ancient Flood (On Vsan ajfd Jallcgryttor), Vol. xxiv., p. 438, Von 
Baer on the Transported Blocks Of the South Coast of Finland. Vol. xxix. 
p. 185, On the Origin of Fissures in Glaciers, and on Scfstroin’s Investiga- 
tions. Vol. xxx. pj). ICO and 284, Dr ^I.artcns on the Glaciers of Spitzber- 
gen, compared with those of Switzerland and Norw'ay ; p. 194, Dr Biickland 
on the former existence of Glaciers in Scotland; p. 199, Mr Lyell on the 
Geological Evidence of the former existence of Glaciers in Forfarshire; 
p. 202, Dr Buckland on the former existence of Glaciers in tho North of 
England. Vol. xxxi. p. 38, Dr Black on tlio Antediluvian Congchition of 
tho Interstitial Water of Eocks ; j). 56, Captain Vetch on Icebergs, &c. ; p. 
77, M. Eonoir on tho Traces of Ancient Glagicrs in Dauidiiny and in 
Northern Eiissia ; p. 252, M. Eobert on the Grooves and Furrows on tho 
Eocks of Scandinavia ; p. 253, M. Bolitlingk on tlic Traces of the last Ec- 
volution in Scandinavia. Vol. xxxii. p. 7C, Professor Hitchcock on Glacial 
Action, &c., in Amenca ; p. 84, Professor Forbes on a Eemarkablc Struc- 
ture observed by liim in tho Ice of Glaciers ; p. 103, M. Bolitlingk on tho 
Scratches and Furrows observed on tho Eocks of Finland ; p. 291, M. 
Dosor’s Account of an Ascent of tho Jungfrau. Vol. xxxiii. p. 1, Sir G. 
Mackenzie on an Hypothesis to account for tho Origin of Glaciers ; p. 36, 
Professor Broun on the Glacier Theory of Agassiz ; p. 104, M. do Cbar- 
pentier on tho Glaciers and Erratic Formation of tho Valley of tho Ehono ; 
p. 124, Mr Murchison on tho Glacial Theory ; p. 161, M. Stiulcr on the Di- 
luvium and Erratic Blocks of, Switzerland; p. 217, Professor Agassiz on 
tho Gla<^al Theoryand its Eecent Progress ; p. 338, Professor Forbes’ Ee- 
. cent Obser^’ations on Glaciers ; p. 352, Mr Darw'in on tho Ancient Glaciers 
of Caemarvonshiro ; p. 399, Professor Agassiz’ Eccent Observations on tho 
Glacier of tho Aar. — Edit. 

^ * Jai&cson’^ Journal, vol. xxxiii. p. 104. 
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bear .on it, the hypothesis of M. Vcnetz, that is to say, the 
hypothesis which attributes the transport of erratic blocks to 
glaciers, would certainly by this time have gained a larger 
number of supporters. There are, it is true, many persons 
who adopt it for the explanation of the erratic phenomena of 
the Alps ; but this is not the case with regard to the erratic 
phenomena of the north of Europe. Nevertheless, there seems 
to me to be so great an analogy between the erratic p];enomcna 
of the north and those of the Alps and the Pyifbnees, tfiat we 
may assert that there is an almos4 complete identity. Not hav- 
ing visited any of the countries of the north, I only know the 
erratic i>henomenon of Scandinavia by the descriptions that 
have bcen^iven of it, but the most interesting of tl^esc had 
not appeared, or at least had not come under my notice, be- . 
fore the publication of my book. Judging from the descriptions 
given by skilful observers and good geologists, the difference 
between the erratic formations of the north and those of the 
soutli, consists solely in the extent of the rlispersion of the 
(lohris ; that dispersion being in the north spread over a sur- 
face incomparably greater than in the south. It appears, 
moreover, that in the north, floating masses of ice have had a 
share in producing this dispersion, Athereas in the south, such 
an agent has been so feeble in its operation, if it existed at 
all, that traces of its action have not yet been ascortiuned. 

Although I am far from pretending that analogous, or even 
identical facts, are always the result of a common cause, it 
seems to me that the glacier hypothesis cxi^lains the erratic 
phenomena of Scandinavia quite as well as it does those of 
the Alps. The great repugnance which has hitherto been 
shewn to the application of this hypothesis to the transport of 
the cn’atic debris of the north, proceeds, 1,/, Frera the false 
idea that has been adopted of the mode of formation, the de- 
velopment, and the movement of glaciers ; and, 2d, From the 
error of believing that the glacier hypothesis excludes all 
operation of other agents. 

Notwithstanding the care 1 took in the first parUof my 
book to describe, asjclcarly as was possible for me, the chief ' 
phenomena of glaciers, and to explain their theory, it never- 
theless appears that I have not^ akvaiys been properly tinder- „ 
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stood, for there are still many persons vsho never hear the 
word glacier, without associating with it the idea of moun^ 
tains, lofty mountains, mountains of many thohsand feet in 
height* Such individuals think that mountains are an indis- 
pensable condition for the existence of glaciers ; but such an 
opinion is quite erroneous. Mountains do not exercise any 
direct influence on glaciers, except that they sometimes favour 
the accuirulation of snow drifted by the wind. It is only 
their cold, snowy, and rainy climate which causes the for- 
mation, development, and movement of glaciers. Now, then, 
if from any cause a similar climate existed in a flat country, 
were it even at the level of the sea, there would be nothing 
to prevent glaciers from being formed and developed. Nor 
is the declivity of the surface a necessary condition for their 
movement ; for, as I have shewn in my Essai (§ 14), gla- 
ciers do not move by the action of their own gravity, nor by 
the pressure of the high n^vc% or upper snow ; this movement 
being produced solely by the dilation which the ice undergoes, 
w'hen the water that it has absorbed by means of the capilLwy 
fissures traversing its whole mass, becomes frozen. Conse- 
quently, if a cold, snowy, and rainy climate existed during a 
long course of years in a region forming part of a flat and 
smooth country, and if the summer temperature were insuffi- 
cient to cause the complete melting of the winter snows, 
these snows would not fail to be converted into glacier. If 
the surface of that region presented a perfectly horizontal 
plane, the glacier, as it became developed, would extend in 
the direction of rays from the centre to the circumference ; 
but if the surface were inclined, that extension, and conse- 
quently the principal movement, w'ould take place in the 
direction df the line of greatest inclination (Essai^ § 22). 
These considerations render it apparent, that the absence of 
high mountains, and the presence of immense plains, in coun- 
tries where the erratic debris of the north have been met with, 
cannot furnish a valid objection to the glacier hypothesis. 

The’ change of climate, supposed by 'the hypothesis, must 
have occurred after the great catastrophe which has modified 
the surface of an immense extent of the northern hemisphere, 
and has given to the principal chain of the Alps, to the Atlas 
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group, to the Caucasus, to the Himalaya, &c., their present 
configuration.* It must have been the effect, the inevitable 
consequence, of that revolution (^Essai^ § 82). The facta de- 
mand this conclusion in so decisive a manner, that it is even 
admitted by geologists who do not adopt the glacier hypo- 
thesis. Thus M. Durochert supposes, “ that the winters in 
Europe were colder during the geological period which imme- 
diately preceded the present one that is to say,4-ho^epoch 
during which the dispersion of the erratic debris took place. 
This opinion is supported in a nftte at the bottom of the page 
by M. Elie de Beaumont. Instead, however, of supposing 
with M. Durochcr, the existence of colder winters than those 
of the present day. I should rather be inclined to belibve that 
they were more snowy than they now are, but that tlio sum- 
mers were more rainy and colder, so that the difference 
between the mean temperature of summer and that of winter 
was less considerable than it is at present. Such a climate 
must have been very analogous to that of Terra del Fuego, 
and the northern coast of the Straits of Magellan ; for, judg- 
ing from the work of Mr Darwin, J the climate of the most 
southern portions of America is perfectly similar to that which 
must formerly have prevailed in the north, if the summers in 
the former w^erc a little more cold and more rainy, and the 
winters more snowy. If this were the case, these regions 
would now present us with the same phenomenon which was 
formerly exhibited in the north, that of a vsist country entirely 
covered by an immense glacier. 

There is another difficulty which prevents many persons 
from adopting the hypothesis of glaciers for the explanation 
of the erratic jihenomcnon of the north, a difficulty arising 
solely from the erroneous idea conceived of the origin of 
the snow or the ice that must have formed that immense 
glacier. They, in fact, imagine, that the snow which has 
formed the ice of a glacier, proceeds entirely from the moun- 
tain on which it takes its origin ; and they found this opinion 

— ^ — , 

* Elie de Beaumont ^ tlie French tr«*inslation of De la B6che, p. 659. 

t Kci>ort on a Memoir by M. Durocher, entitled, Ohtervatiom sttr leP/Uno- 
niaie Dilttvivn dans le Nord de LEuroiie, p, 25'. (Qomides litndns) vol. xiv. p. 
101, Edit) 

X J ournal of Kcscarchee in Geology, &c. 
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on the fact, that they find at the foot of the glacier, among 
the debris brought down by it, fragments of rock evidently 
detached from that mountain. Starting with this idea, they 
believe that the hypothesis in question, applied to the erratic 
phenomenon of the north, obliges them to admit that the ice 
which formerly covered the countries where the erratic debris 
are met with, that is to say, the immense extent included be- 
tween tliQ, north of Scandiiiaviji, Moscow, and Leipsic, came 
wholly from the mountains of Norway or of Spitzbergen, or 
of some part of the Polar regions. But such a supposition is 
quite as inadmissible as that which would attribute to the 
source of the Rhone all the water Avhich that river contains 
when it falls into the lake, and that because tlicrq. had been 
recognised among the wood it transports, trees evidently de- 
rived from near its source. The absurdity of this supposition, 
though based on a fact which is very true, is at once apparent. 
It is the same thing* witli^ glaciers ; for the snow which has 
given rise to the formation of the ice, does not all come from 
the mountains where they had their origin ; on the contrary, 
the ice derived from the hauts-nvves (Essai, § 3 and § 10) 
only forms a part, sometimes a very small one, of their en- 
tire mass. In fact, as the ice of a glacier is chiefiy produced 
by the congelation of the water which, as often under the 
form of rain as of snow, has fallen on it and been absorbed by 
it, it is evident that the more surface a glacier presents, the 
more the portion of ice having that origin ought to be consi- 
derable, compared with that which has really descended from 
the mountain. There is therefore no need of supposing that 
all the ice of the diluvian glacier of the north came from one 
single point ; on the contrary, that vast glacier would bo con- 
stantly increased by the rain and the snow falling directly 
upon it, and its increase must have gone on augmenting in 
proportion as it acquired a larger surface. 

We must no longer persuade ourselves that the change in 
the snows of the north only commenced its operations at one 
single locality, more or less limited. This change must have 
taken place simultaneously in the whob region where the 
summer temperature was. not sufficiently high to cause the 
entire disappearance of the winter snows. Such a state of the 
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climate must hftve extended over a large* surface, which must 
have comprised, as we shall immediately see, Finmark, Lap- 
land, Norwa)^, and the greater part of Sweden and Finland. 
Consequently, a glacier formed at once over so large a surface, 
must, in a short time, have acquired an immense development 
As it crossed the Baltic and extended to the north of Ger- 
many, Prussia, and the plains of Russia, as far as Moscow^ 
there is nothing extraordinary in supposing that tijp erratic 
formation really reaches to Moscow, Stozyka, Offpcln, Lmpsic, 
&c., and that in the indications of the boundary of this forma- 
tion, it may sometimes have been regarded as identical with 
the diluvium, as I am almost tempted to believe. 

These considerations shew us that the supposition of a 
glacier occupying nearly the whole of Scandinavia, and stretch- 
ing over a portion of the countries situated to the south of the 
Baltic, does not imply any thing impossible or contrary to the 
laws of physics. The only thing ,that may appear at first 
sight a difliculty, is the circumstance, that this glacier must 
have traversed the Baltic and its gulfs, and that sea must un- 
doubtedly have been, at the period alluded to, of much greater 
extent than it now is. But what 1 have said in my Essay 
(§ 305) regarding the lakes which *^occurred in the course 
of the diluvian glaciers of the Alps, is equally {ipplicable to 
the sea ; while the localities where there were no currents of an 
elevated temperature, like the Gulf Stream, could not liavc 
been An obstacle to the progression of a glacier of such vast 
breadth as the diluvian glacier of the nortli. 

The erratic formation presents itself in the north under the 
same form as in the Alps, and exhibits the same phenomena. 
Thus, the debris of the rocks arc sometimes scattered widely, 
which is most frequently the case, and sometimes acTJumulatcd 
in bands or mounds. Fragments of all sizes are met with 
mixed pell-mell, without any separation, according to their 
volume. Many of them have their prominent portions well 
preserved, as well as their surfaces.* The rocks, as in the 
Alps', exhibit marks ol' wearing and rubbing, smooth surfaces, 
striae, furrows, and ^rtical erosions in the form of caul- 
drons. 

Deposits of diluvium arc likewise met with, composed of 
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beds of pebbles, of sand, and of mud, and not only within the 
limits of the erratic formation, but also beyond them, at a 
great distance to the south. The Scandinavian diluvium, 
indeed, covers a considerable extent of the north-west of 
Russia, of Prussia, of Poland, and of the north of Germany. 
This formation, whose materials have evidently been trans- 
ported and deposited by water, offers a feature which has not 
yet been observed in tlie Alps, and that consists in the pre- 
sence of well preserved angulavdebris, and of lai'ge blocks, 
beyond the domain of the erratic formation. The good state 
of preservation of their surface, of their angles, and of their 
edges, as well as the considerable volume of a large number of 
them, do not allow of their being regarded as having been trans- 
ported by water. It is therefore to be presumed, that their 
transport was effected by floating ice. The external configu- 
ration of the region in which the glacier had its origin, and 
that of the countries successively invaded, far from being un- 
favourable to this supposition, render it, on the contrary, very 
probable. In fact, the masses of ice which must from time to 
time have been detached from the glacier, and carried away 
by the water, had not, as in the Alps, to cross narrow defiles, 
or to follow valleys with numerous windings, in which they 
would be speedily broken up against tlic mountains forming 
the re-entering angle of the bend. 

The marine shells frequently found in the diluvium, prove 
that, at the epoch of its formation, the counti’ies where they 
are observed must have been submerged by the sea. The 
perfect preservation of these molluscous animals, belonging 
chiefly to species still living in the seas of the north, and the 
stratification, often very regular, of these sedimentary de- 
posits, do jaot allow us to doubt that the materials were trans- 
ported by slow currents, or, at all events, by currents of but 
little rapidity. 

But those who reject the glacier hypothesis, and wish to 
explain the erratic.phenomena of the north solely by floating 
ice ajad currents, fall, in my opinion, iuto great improbabili- 
ties. First of all, in order to explain ^he marks of rubbing 
and of wearing on the rocks, they are obliged to commence 
with'the supposition of an enormous current, flowing firom 
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north, and south, and for whose origin they have to seek to 
the north of Scandinavia, perhaps even beyond Spitzbergen 
and the neighbouring islands, towards the polar regions.”* 
In order to account for the facts, it is absolutely necessary to 
admit that this current, like a flowing tide, had risen on the 
coast of Finmark to the height of 2500 feet above the present 
level of the sea, because it is at that elevation, on the summit 
of the mountain of Kaipas and on the high plateau of Nor- 
wegian Lapland, that M. Duroehcr found polish^ and grooved 
surfaces of rock. But pure water cannot polish and scoop 
out rocks; and we are thus farther constrained to a<Jinit, on 
this hypothesis, that the current was charged wifli matter 
from the hpttom of the sea to the height of 2500 feet above 
its present level. 

I confess I cannot conceive what catastrophe could have 
produced such a current, a tide so monstrous ; nor can I ima- 
gine the current itself, especially .when I consider that this 
mass of water could not be conflned between the mountains 
of a valley, but that it must have been accumulated on an 
open and boundless sea. The supposition of the soulhmnent 
of an island, of a vast island, even' of a continent, does not 
explain to me, in a satisfactory manner, this enomions current- 
If the milevement was gradual, it could not occfision rapid 
currents, and still less so great an accumulation of water on 
the surface of the sea. We must, therefore, suppose that this 
milevement was as sudden as the explosion of a mine ; but a 
sudden and instantaneous milevement seems to me the least 
probable occurrence in the world. 

But leaving aside the difficulties arising from the cause and 
the mode of formation of this current, let us suppose it to 
have been such as is required by the hypothesis,* that is to 
say, endowed with great rapidity, and charged with materials 
for rounding rocks, polishing surfaces to a height of 2500 feet, 
and forming those accumulations of debris in the form of 
mounds or causewayi^ known in Sweden by the name of omra. 
In this case, I would ask, What has become of these materials ? 
Have they, perhaps, ^been all employed in the constructipn of 

• ^ 

* M. Darochcr, M^nwire, p. 32. (Cmpks limdus, vgl. xiv« p. 10&. Edit.) 
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tlie osars ? That cannot be, because the total mass of these 
accumulations is. much too small compared with the quantity 
of rocky debris which the current must have transported, 
f erhaps this excess, this surplus of materials, may have given 
rise to the deposit of diluvium which is of such extent in the 
north of Europe \ But neither could that bo the case, for 
the stratification, often very regular, of this formation, and 
the gpod^tato of preservation of . the shells which it contains, 
do not allow us to attribute its formation to a current so 
sudden and so impetuous as^ that one must have been which 
is supposed to have abraded and furrowed the rocks, and to 
have transported the blocks constituting the osars. How did 
these matters not fill up, if not the Gulfs of ScanJinavia, at 
all events the lakes existing in such abundance in “the coun- 
tries invaded by this debacle ? I am indeed unable to give a 
reply to this question. 

Perhaps an objection to the glacier hypothesis will be found 
in the quantity of debris composing the erratic formation, 
for it may be said, and with much reason, that the mountains 
which rose above the surface of the glacier were too few in 
number, and presented too limited a superficies, to allow of 
the cboulemcnts w’hich fell on the glacier, furnishing a mass 
of debris so considerable as that now found distributed. This 
objection ^vould, indeed, bo unanswerable, if the materials 
which a glacier transports must necessarily have fallen on its 
surf*acc. But it is not so, for J;he fragments of rock which we 
find on the ridge of a glacier are not all derived from eboule- 
meiits ; on the contrary, there are many of them which come 
from the bottom or bed of the glacier. As to the manner in 

which these stones arrive at the surface from the bottom or bed 

« 

of a glacier, I liave described it in detail in my Essay (§ 25). 
Thus, then, undoubtedly, the largest portion of the debris con- 
stituting the erratic formation and the diluvium of the north, 
does not owe its origin to eboulements. These fragments 
have been detached from the rocks at ^period anterior to the 
formation of the ice, by the very revolutions. which varied tlie 
configuration of Scandinavia, and they have arrived at the 
surface of the glacier, not from above by a descent, but from 
beneath, having been elevated by the ice. 
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The external configuration of the osars, “being in tha form 
of long mounds,” is, in my opinion, much better explained 
by the glacier hypothesis, than by that of a great current and 
of floating ice. 

It is the same with the fine striic which have been en- 
graved on the surface of the rubbed and smoothed rocks. If 
currents, transporting matter, could produce striae of this de- 
scription, tliese ought also to bo met with on the Q^iked rock 
of the beds of torrents, whore, however, we never find them. 

The hypothesis of currents and of floating ice is altogether 
insufficient to explain the vertical erosions, having the form 
of caldrons, so common in Scandinavia, where they receive 
th.e Jditegryttor^ {Piesenfopfe, in German) oi* giants’ 

boilers.* There is, in fact, no other hypothesis but that 
of glaciers, which can account in a manner really satisfactory 
for this remarkable phenomenon {Essai^ § 35 and § 80.) 

If I wore not afraid of exceeding too much the limits of 
letter, I could adduce other improbabilities and other diffi- 
culties which present themselves, when the whole erratic for- 
mation of the north is attributed solely to an enormous cur- 
rent, and to floating ice. I wdll do this when I continue (ac- 
cording to my announcement, preface, p. 10), my work 
on glaciers and the erratic formation. I shall then shew that 
this astonishing phenomenon can be explained even to its most 
minute details by the hypothesis of glaciers, combining it at 
the same time with that of floating ice and currents. I 
must, however, state, that by cto^enfs, I do not mean that de- 
bacle, that enormous tide, which must have reached a height 
of 2500 feet above the level of the sea, and which I cannot 
admit ; but I suppose the existence of currents similar to those 
of the ^as of the present day, and to the great rivers of flat 
countries. 

If we admit the combination of these three causes, against 
which no valid objection can be made, we shall be able to ex- 


* Bergmann’s Physilaliichc Bcsrhreihimg der Erdkugel, vol. ii. p, 193 ; and 
Soffitroin, in Poggendorff’s Annalen, vol. xxxviii. p. C14, and in Jameson’s 
Journal, vol. xxiii. p. C9. , • 
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plain the dispersion of the erratic debris of the north .in as 
satisfactory a manner as wo can that of the Alps and of the 
Pyrenees. It will be the task of the geologist to assign ap- 
proximately the share which each of these agents has had in 
the production of this great phenomenon. 

The deposits of erratic debris, properly so called, the abra- 
sion of the rocks, the marks of attrition, the striio, the fur- 
rows, ^nddhe erosions in the form of caldrons, are to be at- 
tributed to glacier action. Erratic deposits can always be 
distinguished from the dihtvium by the frecpiency of well- 
preserved angular debris. The serve not only ]>rove 
the existence of the erratic formation in any particular region, 
but arc also of grejit assistance in determiningi its limits. 
For this purpose it would bo lUTcssary to delineate on a map 
the osars the farthest removed from the north, or, in their 
absence, to indicate the localities where the d(‘bris cease to be 
mixed pell-mell as regards their volume, and where, con- 
sequently, a selection, according to relative weight, begins to 
be perceptible.* The line joining all these localities would 
indicate the limit of the erratic formation properly so called, 
that is to say, the limit of the debris dispersed by the glacier. 
It would also exhibit the form of the glacier at the period of 
its greatest development. Consequently, the regions com- 
prised between this line and the north, must have been covered 
by ice at the epoch of its maximum of extent. 

The sedimentary deposits, ^whether stratified deposits of 
pebbles, of sand, or of clay, situated within or without that 
line, are, in my opinion, not the erratic formation, but dilu- 
vium, that is to say, a sediment whose materials have been 
conveyed and deposited by w^atcr. In the countries which 
were not submerged by the sea, this transport must have been 
effected by the streams which issued from the glacier, and 
which, during the period of its melting, doubtless ac(piired a 
considerable volume. But in regions covered by the sea, this 

« ^ 

* It will bo found that there is rarely an oppoi^tunity of observing marks 
of attrition in the vicinity of the* limit of tho erratic formation, because the 
regiona where it torminahis being in tlie plains, the rock constituting the 
surface is generally covered and marked by the ililuviuiu. 
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transport could only have been effected by an actual Sub- 
marine current, produced by the difference of temperature 
between tlie water in the vicinity of the glacier, and that 
which was more to the south. ^Looking at the course of thfi 
current, it must have assumed a direction from north to south, 
and traversed the bottom of the sea ; the greater part of that 
sea having probably had but little depth. Carrying along 
with it the comminuted debris, that current jlcpbsit%d the 
diluvium which constitutes the plains of the north-west of 
RiHsia, of Poland, of Prussia, and of the north of Germany. 

lieyond the limit of the erratic formation, and dii^persed on 
tlie surface of the soil or enveloped in tlie diluvium, we find 
fi agments«of rock which have their surfaces and their pro- 
minent portions in a good state of preservation. Rolled 
blocks are also met with there, whose volume is too consider- 
able to allow us to suppose that they have been transported 
by currents, which, judging from the regularity of the stratifi- 
cation of the diluvium, cannot have been violent. I attribute, 
without hesitation, the transport of such matters to floating ice, 
tliat is to say, to masses of iccdetached from the glacier, of which 
some have been transported by rivers, while others, and pro- 
bably the larger proi)ortion, having fallen into the sea, have 
been forced to the soutli by the impulsion of the winds from 
the north ; in fact, marine currents could not have conveyed 
tluuu to the south, because, that of the bottom having pursued, 
as I have already said, a conrs# from north to south, the cur- 
rent existing at the surface must have had a contrary direction. 

The formation of the erratic formation must have com- 
menced from the i>eriod when the snow' was transformed into 
iec. Ihit these first deposits were not permanent ;,for lu pro- 
portion as the glacier made progress, it overthrew them ami 
displaced them anew. It thus continued to destroy its own 
work until it reached the maximum of its development. 
During the time of its greatest extension, it formed the ter- 
minal moraine, that is^o say, the moraine farthettTT;o the fouth. 
'J'he circumstance th/t this moraine probably does not exist 
along the whole line indicating the shape of the glacier at’ tlie 
period of its greatest development,, carmbt he an objection to 
the hypothesis which I defend. In fact, existing gb^icierii 
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thcfhselvcs are not uninterruptedly skirted by moraines j f.r 
the latter cannot be met with except in the localities where 
the rocky debris have reached the edge of the glacier, and 
where torrents have not preven^d its accumulation . Moreover, 
in places where the glacier dej^ited little matter, the moraine 
having remained small and but little elevated, has been after- 
wards buried by the diluvium, and thus removed from the 
view tlwol^server. 

On each occasion when the glacier, during the process of 
melting, w'as subjected to sbme oscillation, it gave rise to 
new accumulations of debris. In this manner it necessarily 
formed other frontal moraines ; these arc recognised by their 
direction, which is nearly east and W'est, and they are known 
in eastern Prussia by the name of Steindamme. 

Having at last retreated beyond the Haltic, the glacier was 
so much reduced as only to occupy the regions in which it had 
originated. The return of a milder climate must also have 
gradually produced a melting in these countries. We can 
easily conceive that the lower regions were the first that were 
freed from ice ; but that the latter kept its ground on the moun- 
tains and higher tabic-lands, until the return of heat had also 
reached such elevated points. Previous to this complete melt- 
ing, the glacier was, so to speak, lacerated or divided into 
shreds, forming so many separate glaciers, of which the largest, 
as happens in the Alps, descended into the neighbouring val- 
leys, and, depositing on the flaiiks of the mountains the debris 
which they transported, caused the formation of the Scandi- 
navian osars of the present day. When the mountain which 
retained its ice, was more or less isolated, or advanced into the 
fiat country, so that the glacier which ^scended from it could 
extend freely over a smooth surface, there would result the 
phenomenon described by M. Durocher, and which consists in 
this, “ that in taking each of the rocks which haA'c furnished 
erratic blocks as the centre of .a circle, the region which con- 
tains blocks derived from 'that rock, occu[ps more than a tlurd, 
and sometimes nearly a harlf, of the circumference, so that the 
blocks have followed, in certain cases, a line almost perpen- 
diculai; to the general tl traction which the power of transport 
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4 

from* nortir to south ought to have” {Mem. p. 17.) I quote 
this fact, because it explains extremely well the crossing of 
the striae which is sometimes remarked on the surface of rocks. 
The localities where the stria? yoss have been covered at tw^jf 
different times by ice ; the first time, they have been invaded 
by the great glacier, which has scratched them in the general 
direction from north to south ; and the second time, they have 
been so by partial glaciers, whose action has tj^ere* prcyluccd 
strijc, in some degree anomalous, which cross the first in va- 
rious directions. 

When two of these partial glaciers became joine^l together 
and #iitcd into a single one, they would give rise to a super • 
ficial inora4nc. {Essaiy § 20 and § 21.)* 

The abraded and polished surfaces of rocks, the stria', fur- 
rows, and caldron-like erosions, could only be produced dur- 
ing the period when the various localities where they are ob- 
served were covered by ice. The direction of the furrows and 
strise being generally from north to south, wo are authorized 
in believing that the principal movement of the glacier was in 
that direction. 

In order to a.ssign the cause whicli detcrininod this direc- 
tion, we must turn our attention to the state of the snow in 
the north during the epoch of which we are speaking. I have 
already remarked that the whole erratic phenomenon obliges us 
to admit that some time after the last great catastroplie which 
altered the configuration of the northern hemisphere, the cli- 
mate became so much colder, that in Scandinavia, perhaps 
from the 60th degree, the summer heat was no longer suffi- 
cient to cause? the complete melting of the winter snows. Ne- 
vertheless, the liqucfa^Hpn was not entirely suspended, and the 
water proceeding from it, as well as tliat derived from nfin, 
must gradually have converted the snow into a glacier which 
invaded countries more to the south and having a milder cli- 

• 

* yiie osars which hav<i had tliis origin may be rccogfHfcd by the fact 
that their upper extremity feencrally rests aguinst the rock or CTnineuce form- 
ing the termination of therchain of mountains, which, by separating thp two 
gh'icicrs, has given rise to the deposit of the superficial moraine (Essai. p. 55, 
fig. ^ii., c and 1.) This appearance has be^n su^iposcd to be an evident proof 
of the formation of osars by a powerful current. 
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mate* Hut it is probable that from the 70ih degree the melt- 
ing of the snow had nearly ceased, or, at h^ast, that it was 
scarcely more considerable than it now is on our most elevated 
mountains. The snow, beyond the 70th degree, from the im- 
possibility of its translbrmation into glacier, must have corres- 
ponded completely with the most elevated hmits notes {E8siu\ 
§ 3). The fact that the larger portion of the polar regions is 
occupied by ^eas, is not oi)poscd to this supposition ; for, if 
these seas, as is very probable, wc;’c then covered by ice, as 
they arc at tlie present day from the 80th degree, the snow 
could rest there just as well as on solid land. 

Nor is there anything which obliges us to restrict the trans- 
formation of snow into ice to Scandinavia alonct On the 
contrary, it is more probable that the conditions of climate 
necessary for the transformation were to bo found in the 
whole zone, comprised between the GO^ and 70'" parallel. This 
supposition is supported by the existence of the erratic for- 
mation in Siberia, and in the North of America. The isotlier- 
mal, and particularly the isotheral lines, have, it is true, ma- 
terially moditied the northern limit of this zone of permanent 
snow ; but these modifications, however great they may have 
been, do not at all intluence the theory of the erratic pheno- 
mena.* 


* The isotlicrnijil lines, and especially the isotheral linos, must have 
exercised a considerable influence on the formation and on the development 
of the diluvian glacier of the North. It is, without doubt, in the direction or 
course of these lines that wo must seek for the ranse of the erratic forma- 
tion not rcacliing the same parfillel throughout the whole of the north ; 
thus, for example, the limit of this formatioundvanccs much more to the 
80 u(,h in the liorth of Germany, than in HussiSind in Siberia. It is plain, 
that the more these lines ascend to the north, the less could the glacier ad- 
vance towartls the south. The exact determination of tlic limit of the er- 
ratic formation, would bo of gnwt importance for tho physics of the globe ; 
it would throw much light on the climatological condition of the north of 
the northern hoL’ijsphere during the earliest pcrio(Js of the present geologic al 
epoch. wBut in order that this. investigation mi^jlit accomplish its olijcct, 
and aocpiiro that scientifle interest, it is indispensable that the erratic for- 
mation should bo accurately distinguished from the diluvium, because, by 
confounjling these two formations, as is often done, false results arc ob« 
tuiiied, and oiioiieous conclusions deduced. 
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We may admit, therefore, that, some time after the last 
great revolution of the globe, the northern hemisphere was 
covered by a sheet of snow, from about the 60° parallel to the 
pole ; and that the snow of the zone comprised between the 
60° and 70 ’ parallels, was transformed into a glacier, whieff, 
in its dilatation, could not extend in any other but a southern 
direction, because, in other directions, it had to encounter 
the resistance arising from Aow and ice themselves 
§ 11). The niovcmcnt of the glacier must, tfiercforo, have 
been from north to south. Thi% result of the theory is com- 
l)letely confii’med by the observation of facts, for we know 
tl)at the general direction of the furrows and scratches traced 
by the gr(W.t glacier, is nearly in that direction. The slight 
deviations, sometimes remarked, have been occasioned by the 
slope and inequalities of the surface. There is likewise an- 
other fact, wliicli proves conclusively that the movement of 
the glacier was Irom north to south. This consists in the 
fact, that the northern flank of the rocks having been ex- 
posed to the whole action of the expansive force of the ice, 
and to that of tlie movement, presents marks of abrasion and 
attrition of a much more distinct nature than the flank di- 
rected towards tlie south, which, having been more or less 
slicltcrcd by the body of the mountain, must have experienced 
to a smaller extent the effect of this action. An argument 
has been drawn from this fact in favour of the debacle or 
great northern current ; but ^hc same phenomenon actually 
takes j)lace under our eyes in the Alps, for, when a glacier 
encounters a rock or <miincnce in its passage, we find that the 
Hank turned towards the side wliencc the glacier proceeds, 
is always more round^ and more rubbed than that turned 
towards the opposite direction. 

Lastly, as to the formation of the diluvium, which is met 
with not only within the limits of the erratic formation, but 
also to a great distance beyond it, it must have commenced 
in the first periods ofi the epoch whicli we are n w considering, 
and must have gone fan augmenting in proportion as the gla- 
cier was developed. The materials which were deposited, as 
much by tlie rivers as by the siibmgriHC current, in the re- 
gions afterwards invaded by tUe glacier, experienced newdis- 
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placements ; because, as in the ease of modern glaciers,* that 
of Scandinavia must have upturned the soil, and pierced to 
the solid rock, in tlic localities where the ineipialities of tlic 
formation interfered witli its movement, lint where it could 
fextend freely, and where there was no obstacle to the expansion 
of the ice, it must have stretched over the diluvium without 
raising it, if, at least in the u})pcr beds, the latter was of such 
a nature to afford the water the means of flowing off quickly 
{Essdi, § 16)' 

Although the deposition of diluvium may have been going 
on during the whole period of the existence of the glacier, it 
will nevertheless be easily understood, that the largest quantity 
of boulders, sand, and chay, was transported during the melting 
of the ice ; so that, in many localities, the erratic formation 
must have been covered by it, especially if it only presented 
scattered deposits (AW/, § 47). 

The transport of fragments of rock, by means of floating 
ice, must have taken place during the whole period of the ex- 
istence of the glacier ; but it is when the glacier was most in 
contact with the sea, that this transport must have been most 
frequent. I have already said, that I attribute to this ttiode 
of transport, the angular and well-preserved debris, and the 
blocks of largo size, which arc both found beyond the limit of 
the erratic formation, lying sometimes scattered on the sur- 
face of the ground, sometimes disseminated in the interior of 
the diluvium. The first must have been carried thither when 
the current and the rivers had ceased lO convey matters to 
the locality where these fragments arc found ; the others, 
when the transport of boulders, sand, and clay, caused by cur- 
rents, was still taking place. 

You are how, Sir, in possession of my opinion regarding the 
mode of origin of the Erratic Phenomenon of the Norlli, which, 
however, I have not had an opportunity of examining per- 
sonally, but only know from the descriptions that have been 
given, and especially those of Messrs Durocher, Btiht- 

lingk,* and Sefstrom. However suecin‘'t, and therefore im- 
perfect, may be the summary which I liavc now offered, of 


^ Jcuncbon’s Journal, vol. xxxii. p. 103. 
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the manner in which I conceive this 'great phenomenon to 
have been caused, it must suffice, I think, to shew that the hy- 
pothesis of M. Venetz, combined to a certain extent with that 
of floating ice, accounts for it better than that which attri- 
butes it to an enormous current, coming from tho polar re- 
gions, and which, at the same time, assigns too important a 
part ill the operations to floating ice. This latter hypothesis, 
apart from tho improbabilities which it presents, Js, even in 
the opinion of its defenders, insufficient to explain many facts 
that are of importance, and ai’ft connected with tho erratic 
phenomenon ; it thus leaves us in doubt and in uncertainty. 

Permit me, Sir, to terminate this long letter by giving, in 
a few words, a summary of the principal ideas whieJf I havo 
now offered : — 

1. In consequence of the last great catastrophe which 
altered the configuration of tho surface of the northern hemis- 
phere over a vast extent, tho climate became colder and 
moistcr than it was previously, or is at the present day, 

2. During the long continuance of this climatological con- 
dition, the summer temperature was insufficient to melt com- 
pletely the snows from the 60th parallel. 

3. The snows comprised between the COth and 70th paral- 
lels were transformed into glaciers. Ueyond the 70th paral- 
lel they remained in the state of nh'h, 

4. This glacier having acquired a considerable development, 
invaded the north of Russia as/ar as Moscow, Prussia, Poland, 
the north of Germany, and i)erhaps the eastern shores of 
England. 

5. It transported and deposited the erratic formation, and 
produced marks of abrasion, the stria? and furrows which have 
been observed on rocks. The cascades to which it gave rise 
have caused the erosions in the form of caldrons. 

6. The most southern accumulations, having the form of 
mounds or bands, are the moraines which it deposited during 
the maximum of its development. 

7. Osars are morjlines, some having been formed by the, 
oscillations to which the great glacier was subjected during 
its retreat, others by the ice which remained on ejevated 
mountains and table- lands, long after the low regions hjid been 
freed from it 
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8. The matters constituting the diluvium^ both those within 
and those without the limits of the erratic formation, were con- 
veyed by rivers and by the submarine current. 

9. The great mass of diluvium was deposited during the 
belting or retreat of the glacier. 

Lastly^ 10. The angular debris and the blocks of large size, 
dispersed on the surface of the ground or embedded in the di- 
luvium, b\it both beyond the limits of the erratic formation, 
Iiavc 'been transported by masses of ^ce, detached from the 
glacier. Of these masses 'of ice, some have been carried 
along by rivers, and others, floating on the sea, have been 
propelled towards the south by the force of the winds. 

BeXf 20th May, 1842. 


Fragments of Philosophy. By Sir William Hamilton, Bart., 
Professor of Logic and Metaphysics in the University of 
Kdinburgh.^ 

For some years wc have heard much of the Scottish and (Icmian phi- 
losophy, of the former especially, which M. Roycr-Collard and M. Cousin 
have assisted in making known by means of their eloquent lectures ; hut 
it happens in this case, as in so many others, that the word is more fami- 
liar than the thing, and the first mentioned of these two philosophies not 
having yet become the fashion, it has liitherto continued in some degree 
of obscurity, from which it is of importance that it should be freed. 

The four philosophical dissertations translated in the work, the title of 
which has been given above, will bj fitted to throw some light on this 
important subject : they are from the pen of Sir William Hamilton, Pro- 
fessoi: of Logic and Metaphysics in Edinburgh. This author would have 
been idniost unknown in France until the appearance of the work in ques- 
tion, had not some of our professors mentioned his writings. Messrs 
Barthelcmy Saint-IIilaire, Cousin, and Jouffroy, have done us this ser- 
vice, which is undoubtedly of some value, when wc consider that all 
his productions, published anonymously in the Edinburgh Review, arc 
scarcely known, in regard to their authorship, even in their own country. 
Sir W. Hamilton is one of those profound thinkers and true friends of 
science, who nty^r think* of publishing their worlds till they conceive them 
to be of such a nalure as to produce some solkl and substantial result. 
It happens more frequently still, that writers of tnis description, thinking 


* Frayuuinti de Phlhsopfdc, dr. Translated, with a long Preface, Notes, 
and Appendix, by L. Feisse. Paris, 1840. 
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little .of tlic public, are entirely occupied witl\ satisfyin;^ tlie wants of 
their own mind ; having but little anxiety about the efieet of their thoughts 
on others, their mind dwells only on the intrinsic value of their rcsearchesi 
and they create for themselves, as Maine de Biran said, a world in their 
own brain." By this, however, we do not mean to say that Sir W. lla-^ 
inilton is a visionary or a fabricator of fantastical systems ; hitherto, on 
the contrary, his career has been one of remarkable activity ; but the 
pledges which ho has given to science rest almost entirely on the merits 
of his tcaclnng ; his ])ublieations, hitherto few in number, bear the im- 
press of true and original powers of mind. The four dis^tatiotis col- 
lected ill this volume, have been selected from tlic pieces wliicli the 
author has laid before the public ; these pieces altogetlier do not exceed 
the amount of a dozen articles, but all afford proofs of a rich philosophi- 
cal erudition, and an excellent method of investigation. Convinced as 
wo arc that the Scotch pliilosophy is not ja^t truly known in France, we 
do not hesitate to offer a succinct analysis of the fragments translated in 
Mr Peissc*s volume ; it will be the means of familiarizing our readers with 
this pliilosophy, which ought not to be strange to us, and also of rcndec- 
iiig homage to a modest and laborious philosopher. But, before enter- 
ing upon the examination of the volniiie, let us supply some particulars 
regarding the author. 

Sir William llaniiltou belongs to the great family of Hamilton, which 
has- given to France one of its classical writers. He commenced his stu- 
dies at tlic University of Clasgow, and concluded them at Oxford. Hav- 
ing acquitted himself with honour in the examinations requisite for ob- 
taining University degrees, lie entered himself at the bar, obtained the 
chair of Universal History, and subsequently gave up this clnirge ftir 
another more suited to the nature of his talents and the character of liis 
studies. Thomas Brown died in H120, after having filled, in the capa- 
city of assistant, tlie chair of Dugald Stewart, from which tliis illustrious 
professor developed the principles of moral philosophy. Sir William 
Hamilton was among the candidates, but was unsuccessful, notvvitlistand- 
iiig the suffrage of Dugald Stewart himself, wlio had rendered homage to 
his rising merits. It was not till 1830, in consequence of the retirement 
of J3r Kitchic, that Sir William Hamilton, now properly appreciated, 
obtained tbc vacant chair of logic and metaphysics. It wu£ bonourable 
for France to witness, at this period, one of our professors, M. Cousin, 
supporting Sir William Hamilton's claims with bis influence. Success 
crowned bis wishes ; M. Cousin had no small influence in the nomination 
of the Scottish savant, and he deserves the praise of disco vering the 
merit of a stranger whoq;i his fellow-citizeas hall not judged of 

with the favour he dcscr>| 0 d. * 

Among the remarkable circumstances in Sir Willicam Hamilton's lite- 
rary life, may be mentioned the discussion bl^vecn him and the partisans 
of tl ic phrenological doctrine, of which the. pi^neipal reprcsenUi^ivo wns 
Dr Spurzhciui. The occasion of it wjis two memoirs written by Slir Wil- 
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Ihim Hamilton iu 1826-lte7, On the Practical Consequences of Dr Gaits 
Theory of the Functions of the Brain* These memoirs, and such as ap- 
peared in the English reviews, of which We have formerly spoken, com- 
pose all the literary works which Sir William Hamilton has published ; 
lyit of what importanoe is the quantity of his works ? is it not from their 
effect solely that the public ought definitively to form a judgment ? 

The general character of this) author's thought is that which marks the 
spirit of the whole Scottish philosophy ; the examination of the funda- 
mental point of metaphysical science. Now, what is this fundamental 
ontolo^cal pdirtl ? It is the very possibility of philosophy, the determi- 
nation of its object and its domain. The Scottish school has defined 
philosopliy to be, the natural history of the liuinan mind. According to 
this definition, all that is beyond the reach of observation, is by that very 
circumstance without the limits of the science. Sir William Hamilton 
has illusttated and developed this idea ; he has explained th*^ doctrine of 
common sense. He has skilfully taken up a position between scepticism 
and dogmatism, and, drawing from the princii>lcs of the school of Kant, 
he has combined them with those of Held and Dugald Stewart. He has 
perceived how to avoid the rock on which the Scottish philosophy has 
struck, the want of a logical tie and connection in the explanation of facts. 
It is the absence of this systematic method which has subjected this school 
to the reproach of eluding questions instead of answering them — of sup- 
pressing difficulties rather than solving them. Restoring dialectic ‘to 
its true place, he has replaced it in the rank it ought of right to occupy 
at the head of the sciences. The richest erudition in all matters of phi- 
losophy likewise distinguishes Sir William Hamilton's works ; versed in 
the study of the German philosoph}^, he has not neglected antiquity, the 
primary source of all our researches and of our means of comparison. 
Mr Brandis, a professor of high reputation in Germany, has called him 
the great master of peripatetism. Finally, Sir AVilliam Hamilton, while 
preserving all the philosophical character of his nation, and losing none of 
his originality, has been enabled to unite therewith all the benefits that 
flow from an enlightened criticism, and the examination of the principal 
scientific results among foreign nations. 

These preliminary considerations, useful when we arc about to enter 
upon the examination of a work so important as the present, arc jirc- 
ceded, in the translator's volume, by some general views of the charac- 
ter of philosophy in France in the nineteenth century, of which we shall 
give a rapid exposition. 

According to M. Peisse, the principal schools may be summed up as 
the following:- iS^ensaa/t9^<school, the Spiritualist, the Scotch, German, 
the Progressive {celledu progres\, and another, which combines the attri- 
' butes of Scepticism and Mysticism, In his opini^, the first mentioned of 
these is the most numcrou^llthe most popular, and the most national. 
Sensualism prevails among sdi the learned professions, medicine, the 
natural sciences, and even in political economy. But; banished from the 
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Sorbonnc, it lias particularly established itself in medicine ; it has there 
created a new category of applications which, under the name of Phre- 
nolog}’’, has brought together a pretty considerable number of disciples. 
The Spiritualist school, the leading members of which arc of considerable 
inilucnce, is divided into two branches, the Scotel^|nd German philoso-^ 
phy. The first was introduced into Prance, almost suddenly, after the 
prelections of M. llo^'er-Collard (1811 to 1813) afterwards supported 
by M. Cousin, then by M. Jouffroy, it has brought into Prance a method 
founded on experience, having for its object the empirical science of the 
human mind, facts for its basis, and Bacon and Newtoi^Br its nUisters, 
It is exclusively scientific, and consequently gives offence to no received 
opinions, which is perhaps the cause of its reception having been so 
prompt and easy. Certain points of relation likewise unite it to the sen- 
sualist philosoph}', and it has contracted an alliance with this school, 
which may have iwomoted its popularity.^ . • 

But the same motives to union did not exist between the Scotch and 
German school, nor, consequentl}’, between the German school and the 
Prencli mind of the nineteenth century ; accordingly, the influence of Ger- 
many has been less considerable than that of Scotland. At no period, 
moreover, has France much relished the German spirit : Leibnitz, who 
wrote a part of his works in French, established no school in Prance, 
while his cotemporary Locke had little difficulty in making an impression 
on the mind of the masses. The reason of this is, that the French cha- 
racter is more curious to know than desirous of assimilating foreign ele- 
ments ; better calculated to judge of than to appropriate to itself the 
riches of others. The German philosoidiy has, nevertheless, taken root 
among us by means of some works of detail ; numerous works have been 
translated, and certain professors, among whom M. Cousin may be men- 
tioned, have adopted a portion of its principles and methods, subjecting 
them at (he same time to considerable modifications. 

Tlie Spiritualist scliool is the one whicb, at this moment, can boast of 
the greatest number of adepts : represented by professors of no small po- 
pularity, it has obtained the support of public opinion. M. Pcisse docs 
not, however, predict for it a very long futurity, lie believes it destined 
to prevail exclusively within the circle of the ofiicial schools. He does not 
think that it possesses sufficient vitality to exercise a continued influence 
over the mind of the masses, and he accuses it particularly of a false* on- 
Ihusiasm, and a natural inclination to mysticism and obscurity. Tiio 
school called the Theological, created by a spirit of reaction, does not ap- 
pear to him to possess in any higher degree the necessary means of long 
d\iration ; but he places ^orc confidence in the clcinei!L*^s«which consti- 
tute the doctrine which pjpople have agreeji to call the * Doctrine of Pro^ 
gress ; a kind of ramificaiion of St Siinonism, but which has tlic merit of 
extending the field of science, by directing it towards the perfecting of 
the whole of humanity. We may here ysc.lM.'Pcissc’s own worJs, as lie 
justly characterizes the influence of this new jihilosophy, by oomparitii' U 
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to the known influence oT many other systems which have existed in his- 
tory 

We shall now make one concluding observation. Tliis school (that 
ofiprogrcss), placing its point of departure in the social action^ is evi- 
jrlcntly on the fair to success and popularity : it rests on the most 
active interest of our times — the politicaL At no epochs in fact, has 
philosophy (whatever definition in4ay have elsewhere been given to what 
bears this name), enjoyed any celebrity, splendour, or power, but by its 
alliances. In the times of antiquity it never emerged from the schools 
till it Tiegan'YJ? Interfere, by its practical action, with public and private 
morals, in the forms of Epicurism, Stoicism, and I^fysticism. In the mid- 
dle ages it liad no influence on the public mind but through the channels 
of theology and religion. After the Cartesian reform it identified itself 
with the scientific movement, and was there almost entirely absorbed. 
The i)h:losoph«rs of these times were Copernicus, Descartes, Leibnitz, 
Newton, Galileo, Bacon, Gassendi, Hingcns ; to these may be added 
the Academy of Sciences of Paris, and the Koyal Society of Ijondoii. In 
the eighteenth century, philosophy introduced itself by every possible 
way into the political order ; it is the sign, the name, the standard, and 
the lever of the revolutionary movement, in the midst of which we still 
live. Its three great philosophers arc expounders of public law ; one 
writes the Essay on the Genius and Manners of Nations ; the other the 
Spirit of the Law^s ; and the last, the Social (\)ntract. Then come Tur- 
got, Condorcet, that is to say, the Economists and the Constituents. The 
Theological school also mingles with the spirit of the times, but it is by 
■way of reaction ; it is of no influence but by resisting. The Eclectic 
school abandoned its active part too early and completely, by refusing or 
neglecting to resolve the social questions, and thereby compromised not 
only its influence but even, its existence. The St Simonian school, on 
the contrary”, and all its ofT-shoots, Fourierism, and its connections, 
again took up (under forms, and bj’^mcans, which it is useless to attempt 
to appreciate) the inheritance of the preceding age. Thus, through all, 
and even in spite of all their deviations, absurdities, and even follies, 
these sects have struck deep roots ; they have warmed the imaginations, 
modified the spirit of economical and imlitical science, filled the minds 
of statesmen ^and governments ; they have given a colour to general li- 
terature, and even introduced into language new words which have almost 
ceased to be barbarous. 

«Vp to the present time, in truth, all these doctrines have been rather 
borne up by the spirit of the times than supported by their philosophical 
value; they h:.v found no representatives but In minds less original than 
eccentric, and have been most freqnentlj'prodir’cd under the extra-scien- 
tific forms of mysticism and illuminism. In a literary point of 1*icw, they 
have given birth only to works void of taste, infected with neologism, 
and in which a false originality is an unequivocal symptom of want of 
ppwer. Ill general, the resource!^ of mind, erudition, • reasoning, and 
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talcnt.in the writers of this school arc far from being in conformity with 
the gigantic proportions offlicir undertaking:” (Preface, p. Ix.-lxiii.) 

]M. Peisse’s conclusions regarding the present state of philosophy in 
France are, tliat these different schools appear destined to be mutually 
tolerant of each other ; they live in peace, or rathUlf in a state of mutual 
indiiTercncc. 

Thus, as I have stated at the commencement, all these schools and 
doctrines, the existence of wliich can be discovered by the researches of 
tlie critic and the historian, subsist apart from each other ^diey seem re- 
signed to tolerate and reciprocally admit each other in vMne of tlfc right 
of legitimate concurrence, just as if a ylace could be afforded for every 
one in the region of thought, in the same manner as in the region of space. 
Each of these schools, retrenched within its own private doniains, will- 
ingly consents to make no inroad on the t(Tritory of another, provided 
tliai other ci^rcise the same forbearance towards it. liy this ptecemeal 
proceeding, which likewise affects the higher branches of knowledge and 
art, philosophy abdicates her highest function, whieli is a mission at once 
universal, directive, organizing, and legislative. Reduced by these ad- 
mitted fractional i>artitions to the restricted proportions of a subordinate 
study, sbe loses ber high and independent position. Instead of being the 
connecting principle, tlic key, and the common centre of all the sciences, 
insulated from tliem, and ruling over them all, she permits herself to he 
absorbed by them, and can claim no object, notion, or fact which they do 
Uot dispute with her. As a branch of study co-ordinate with all others, 
she is far from being in a position to maintain herself even in this equi- 
vocal rank, and to advance along with them on a footing of equality ; 
rejected on all sides as a superfetation which represents nothing, and 
knows not even to what she should atfix her name, she will gradually 
disappear from the scene ; for we may truly say of her, reversing the 
words of the poet, tliat she'obeys if slic docs not command, Parei nhi 
irnperat, • 

This tendency to decline betrays itself even materially in the exte- 
rior means by wbieli it is intended to be taught and propagated. The 
few chairs uomlnally designed for a superior kind of instruction in philo- 
sophy, are almost silent, for the masters whose voice was formerly Iieard 
there, liave retired and left them empty. The official prograhimc of phi- 
losophical instruction is otherwiso characteristically insufficient, both in 
regard to the number as well as the nature of the courses. The Faculty 
of Letters in Paris has only three chairs of philosophy, and two of 
these three are devoted to the history of tlie science ; and the only dog • 
matic chair existing in th# capital has been fbr many yc^ra^o neglected, 
that it may be said to bc^vacant. In the. College of France, that great 
subsidiar]^ the University, the focus of all the higher studies, philoso« 
phy could preserve a place in its extensive programme, which forms a 
complete encyclopmdia, in no other way Ilian by presenting herself as a 
branch of ancieut literature and pliilology. Finally, tliere do not exist 
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tlirougliout all the rest ot France more than five public courses of. philo- 
sophy in the live Faculties of Letters. Theft is not a German university 
%vhich docs not offer almost as many advaiitagcSi in this respect^ as Uie 
whole kingdom. Does the teaching of private individuals offer compen- 
,sation ? If we examine^ we shall find that it affords none^ absoli^^ely 
none. Apart from the means of teaching it, we find the same spectacle. 
Philosophy has no avowed organ in the immense machinery of the perio- 
dical press, and this is a fact of the most significant description. Its only 
public asylmn is the Academy of Moral and Political Sciences, where it 
is, thihk Goci,'^i^ery worthily represented, but even there it had difficulty 
in obtaining a portion of the atteption and interest which were disputed 
with it by statistics and political economy. Books still remain, which, 
by their abundance, ma}' give rise to some illussion, and belie the picture 
given above ; but it must not be forgotten, as I have already remarked, 
that tlic'grcat majority of these ])ublications belong to erudi,tion, philolo- 
gy, history, criticism, in a word, to general .literature ratlier than to phi- 
losophy.” Preface, p. Ixv — Ixviii. 

It is by this interesting discussion, conducted with skill and sagacity, 
as well as a careful observance of facts, that M. Peisse introduces us, by 
a natural transition, to the examination of the following fragments, which 
will afford us a term of comparison between the works of France and 
those of other countries, and enable us to judge of the character of tlui 
metaphysical sciences in Scotland. We shall ourselves select from these 
fragments what is most new and original. 

The first of them, entitled, Cousin- Schelling, is an examination of 
M. Cousin's system of philosophy, in its relations with the ‘ German 
philosophy, and in particular with that of Professor Schclling. This 
article was written on the occasion of the opening of M. Cousin's course 
in 1829. Sir William Hamilton endeavours to seize the prominent points 
in the Professor’s prelections ; he attributes to him in part the introduc- 
tion of the rational philosophy intA France, and tries to jd^onstrate in 
W'hat these doctrines, viewed as a whole, consist. 

Going back to the state in which philosophy existed in France at the 
beginning of the century, he indicates at what point M. Cousin took it 
up, and in the midst of what infiucnces he announced- his own Id^asyA^ 
endeavoured* to construct a new rationalism which, making conscienVe 
its starting point, derives from conscience, as interrogated by reason, the 
whole of the scientific edifice. He scrupulously analyses the Professor's 
doc||mc ; we shall briefly refer to it here for the sake of those who may 
hav^ost sight of the characteristic features of his doctrine. 

Three clenttntj are found ’in intelligence, wtich reciprocally presup- 
pose each other, all of them essential and inseparable from each other. 
These elements or principles, recognised by Aristotle gnd. KalU ate the 
infinite or unconditional^ the finite or conditional; finally, the relation of 
the finite to the infinite, which forms the integral element of intelligence. 
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Ken<^on4 in wliicli these three principles appear, is not personal nor indi- 
vicUuil, it is absolute and divine ; it is the true manifestation of God in 
man. The ideas of which W’C arc conscious, place us in immediate re- 
lation with God, and which affords us a means of knowing him ; thus 
God may be conceived of by us, the relation of God to the universe may 
be manifested to our intelligence. God, tlic absolute and iiidependen? 
caiLse of all that exists, may, and must, create ; creation thus becomes 
necessary, and affords U) our eyes tbc striking proof of the existence and 
action of the Divinity. These ontological principles arc likewise those 
W’hieli govern the moral and material world. Every )£'’w;.rc tli#sc two 
elements again appear, — the finite, the infinite, and their common rela- 
tion which forms the third element* In psj'chology, the essence and 
point of departure of every science, human and divine, we likewise meet 
with throe terms of the same phenomenon : !«/, The idea of me and of not 
me ns finite ; 2d, The idea of some other thing, as infinite ; dd,jrhe idea 
of tlie relaflon of the finite to the liifinite element. What constitutes 
psychological science, likewise constitutes the science of the history of 
philosophy itself, for the latter is just the history of human reason, with 
all its relations, its laws, and vicissitudes. Four S3\stcins or partial views 
of humnu intelligence divide history and include all opinions ; these S3^s- 
teins arc, Sensualhm, Idealism, Scepticism, and Mysticism. A^onc of them 
is false, but in as far us it is incomplete ; thus, all are true, inasmuch as 
thc3’ affirm, and false, inasmuch as they deny' ; the electism founded by 
M, Cousin should reconcile them, and bring together tbc portion of truth 
which each presents, without having the power of itself to shew it en- 
tire. 

Sir William Hamilton has illustrated and discussed what wc have here 
reduced to a mere skeleton, but the subject has been so often noticed 
and commented on bj’ the journals of the time, tliat this will be sufficient 
to recall it to the mind of every reader in any degree familiar with the 
progress of philosophical ideas in oyr times. Sir William Hamilton re- 
views the most-<Selebratcd professed opinions on the subject of the theory 
. of the infinite, as the immediate object of knowledge and thought. These 
opinions, according to him, are reducible to four : that of the author, that 
o( K&ttt, that of Sclielling, and that of Cousin, The Scotch Professor 
them, and makes use of this comparison to reu\pve the faults 
and imperfections of those in which he does not concur. He makes an 
attack, chiefly in rcferenco to M. Cousin, on the definition of the abso- 
lute by absolute cause, undertakes to demonstrate the falsity of his 
rational theology, and combats, in particular, his theory of liberty. Ac- 
cording to the whole of his observations,, he considers impossible to 
realize the attempt of establishing a general harmony timong all the sys- 
tems ; but, rendering justice to the talents of the author, he pardons him * 
for the bold a&d vigorous attempt, common to all men devoted to the 
Cultivation of thought, and who, wishing to o^rpass the limits of our in- 
VoL. xxxiy* jsro.^ lxvii.— -January 1843. p 



82 Sir William Hamilton s Fragments of Philosophy. 

tcHigencc^ would attempt, by a sudden bound, lionourable to human na- 
ture, to attain even to the knowledge of the infinite. 

In a second fragment, still more curious to us, inasmuch as it transports 
us into a less known field of the Scottish philosophy. Sir William Hamil- 
ton institutes a comparison between two celebrated nietapliysicians, 
^ Reid and Brown, Reid, as may easily be seen, obtains all his sympa- 
thies ; but this docs not prevent him, at the same time, judgingof Brown 
with that impartiality becoming a philosopher and a man of letters ; but 
Reid’s philosophy had been combated by Brown ; and Sir William Ifa- 
miltor takcfe. vbis opportunity of resenting some unjust attacks, which 
would have been calculated, without his eftbrts to establish the truth, to 
lessen, at least for a time, the mciit of the founder of Scoleh metaphy- 
sics, and diminish the number of his followers. 

In order to understand this discussion, it must be remembered that 
Reid is the founder of a system of philosophy which rests on the obser- 
vation of the acts of conscience ; and, by interpreting it better, endea- 
vours radically to destroy the scepticism of Hume. The foundation of 
Reid’s doctrine, and what constitutes his glory, is his new theory of per- 
ceptioUf by means of which we arc enabled to conceive and analyse the 
foundations of our belief in the existence of exterior objects. According 
to him, the act of perception is a pure belief, independent of all demon- 
stration, and instinctively determined by the natural constitution of the 
human mind. 

While Sir William Hamilton assigns to Reid’s doctrine the advantage 
over that of Brown, he discovers several errors in the former. He blames 
Reid for having classed consciousness among the other intellectual facul- 
ties, while all philosophers, Aristotle, Descartes, Locke, have con- 
sidered consciousness, not as a particular faculty, but as the condition itself 
of intelligence. Sir William Hamilton finds fault with this distinction as 
neither very logical nor natural, and he forcibly exposes the defects in the 
analysis of this philosopher, who liipits the sphere of consciousness by as- 
signing to it only the knowledge of intellectual operations to the exclu- 
sion of their objects, Reid affirms that we arc conscious of an act of 
knowledge without being conscious of its object. Sir William Hamilton 
opposes this assertion of the Scotch philosopher, because, after having 
himself interpreted the part performed by consciousness in the phenomenon 
of perception, he reduces the number of the different systems of philo- 
sophv> which this interpretation can furnish, to six, and ranks the opinion 
of Brown, Reid’s opponent, in the latter of these systems. In this sys- 
tem one may conceive the object of perception as a simple modification 
of the perceiving subject ; tJie consequence which naturally flows from 
this is the negation of the external world ; and it is against this conse- 
quence that the author of the system defends himself by endeavouring to 
establish the reality of external things by various hypotheses. This system 
may bq reduced to the following formula TA c mind has no consciousness 
nor immediate knowledge of anything beyond its subjective states. In order 
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to enable us to jutlgc accurately of this system, Sir William Ilnmilton 
compares it with all those wliich the history of philosophy has handed 
down to us. He judges of it in relation to the opinions of Descartes, 
Locke, Mulebranehe, and Leibnitz ; and, with this vigorous analysis be- 
fore us, it is not difficult to allow ourselves to be drawn over to the opi- 
nion of lieid, much more popular in France than that of Brown, but of 
which a more accurate estimate will be formed by an accpiaiutance with 
this curious discussion, one which has been so often renewed in the field 
of the history of philosophy. 

It will be seen that Sir William Hamilton, although a dfsciple orticid, 
can judge of him with impartiality ; tlud he can divest himself of all the 
influence of sect; and that, while he assigns in this analysis the prefer- 
ence to lleUrs system, he docs not believe it to be free froiiMmportant 
defects ; accordingly, the treatise in question is rather intended to refute 
Ihown than to exalt llcid. We have seen with pleasure some pfcccs of 
the former of these writers collected at tlie end < f this article under the 
form of extracts from his lectures. These extracts form so many vouchers 
calculated to throw light on the discussion. 

The fragment on Logie, which follows that on Reid and Brown, is but 
of accessory interest, notwithstanding the importance of the subject. The 
author uiulerUkes the task of passing in review the most remarkable 
works published in England of late years on the teaching of this science. 
It is a minute critical detail, which only makes us accpiaintcd with the 
names of some of the professors in the University of Oxford. We hero 
learn that, according to Sir William Hamilton’s testimony, the study of 
logic has been singularly neglected in the universities of Great Britain. 
These criticisms arc preceded by some general considerations on logic 
and its importance in tbc study of phllosopb}', which divest this treatise 
of any thing of a technical character which might otherwise have belonged 
to it. 

But the best fragment we have noticed in the volume is that in which 
the author treats of the study of Mathematics, The field whicli tliis 
(|uestion opens up is suftichintly vast to merit a serious attention ; onr 
author has accordingly devoted to it nearly a liundri d pages in this me- 
moir, where the subject is th .roughly discussed. This treatise was writ- 
ten on occasion of the publication of a work entitled Thoi/yhts on the 
Study of Mathematics as part of a TAberul Edircation, by tbc Rev. Wil- 
liam Whewell ; Cambridge, 1835. 

Do mathematics favour the superior development of the niind.^ Do 
they form it by enlarging its faculties ? Such is the question treated of 
in this Memoir and answere<l in the negative. Adducing tke cestimony of 
a great number of authors, and the support .of numerous examples. Sir 
William Ilaniilton undertakes to prove, in opposition to the authority of 
the Cambridge professor, that mathematics do not afford a general edu- 
cation to the mind. This opinion, which is maintained by modern <3er- 
inaii professors of eMi'hrity, is likewise tliat of V(»Uaire ami Frai'klin^ 
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both of whom had cultivated this science. It will probably excltp sur- 
prise to sec the authority of Descartes himself likewise turned against 
mathematics^ a science which he had cultivated with so much success ; 
this is shewn by a fragment of his life by Baillet^ quoted in this volume, 
-and in which the French philosopher acknowledges that his own experi- 
ence had convinced him of the small utility of mathematics, especially when 
cultivated on their own account, and without appl^dng the means which 
they afford us to the acquisition of other kinds of knowledge. Sir Wil- 
liam Hamilton then compares philosophy with mathematics, and ex- 
amines tlic aicfe which they respectively afford to the intellect. Claiming 
the whole preference for philosophy, he affirms that a too exclusive study 
of mathematics renders the mind incapable of observation, whether in- 
ternal or cj^ternal, of abstraction and of reasoning ; to these disadvantages 
he adds that of precipitating the mind cither into a state of blind credu- 
lity, or'of irrational sccplicistii. 

But, again, if the study of the mathematical sciences cannot, like logic, 
fortify the reason against the errors of thought, may it not at least 
strengthen the reason itself? Sir William Hamilton does not think that 
it can. According to him, the principles of mathematics being self-evi- 
dent, every step which the mind takes in the process has the same degree 
of evidence ; every step in a mathematical demonstration can be easily 
made, and requires only an easy application of thought ; and as a faculty 
is always developed in proportion to its degree of exercise, it thence fol- 
lows, according to him, that the mathematics, by submitting the intellec- 
tual powers to a very feeble degree of activity, dcvclope* them in a very 
limited manner. Further, relying on the opinions of diflerent writers of 
distinguished character, he undertakes to shew that the study of mathe- 
matics is accessible to all, and rctpiires no special adaptation. The tes- 
timonies cited are those of Berkeley, S’Gravesandc, D'Alembert, Gibbon, 
Mine, de Stiild, and others, who, although less celebrated, nevertheless leqd 
their authority to countenance this Conclusion, lie exposes the double ten- 
dency to credulity and scepticism, which often leads the individual iistray 
who gives himself up exclusively to sciences of calculation. We cannot 
help thinking that there is somewhat of exaggeration in tliis assertion, 
which is very like a paradox skilfully defended ; but it is pleasant to fol- 
low the aitimatcd pen of a writer fully master of his subject, while he 
draws deductions always well connected, and supported by an accurate 
acquaintance with tlie history and minute analysis of liuman intelligence. 

Sir William Hamilton concludes by blaming tlie University of Cam- 
bridge for giving too much encouragement to the study of mathematirs 
in preference tfljthe other i^icnces. Resting 4ns views on the principles 
already explained, he points<out the impropriety of directing the minds 
of youth to this in preference to every other kind of instruction, seeing 
that it is of importance to fortify the intellect with resources adapted to 
be u.sttful in every circumstanoc of life, and not in some one in particular. 
• Siivh is the volume of Fragments we ow'c to the Scottish Professor. 
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Every one will peruse with interest this colletftion of four dissertations > 
all of which throw light on the questions of whieh they treaty and indi- 
cate a rare power of analysis^ and very uncommon sagacity. Wo 
should be glad to see many similar pieces on the moral sciences adoni 
the pages of our periodical reviews ; such memoirs, without pretcnsipi^ 
or borrowed splendour, aiford real instruction, and familiarize the reader 
with all the questions of the science. Thus reduced to less extended 
proportions than in a long and elaborate work, the science becomes sim- 
plified under a skilful pen, without contracting anything narrow or 
mean.* 


Notices of Earthquake- Shocks felt in Great Britain, and espe^ 
dally in Scotland, with inferences suggested by these notices as 
to the causes of the Shocks. By David Milne, Esq., F.R.S.E., 
M.W.S., F.G.S., &c. Communicated by the Author. 

(Continued from Vol. XXXIII. page 372.) 

At Alford Manse, Aberdeenshire, about eighty miles N. E. 
of Comrie, ‘‘ the earthquake was felt at half-past 10 p.m. ; 
but oiving to the great alarm occasioned in the family, there 
may be an error of some minutes. At the moment of the 
shock, I was sitting reading at a table, with candles before 
me, nearly in the middle of the dining-room, with my back 
directly to the south-west, and face to the north-east. Sud- 
denly I heard a loud noise behind, and also under my feet, 

, and immediately felt my chair raised up, and inclined forward 
at a considerable angle under me; and as I was catching the 
table with my hands to save myself from what I conceived to 
be an impending fall, the motion of the chair was as suddenly 
reversed, and feeling as if I were in danger of being thrown 
backwards, I clung to the table, which I had just seized, to 
escape a backward fall, — ^but the chair directly settled into its 
horizontal position without any farther oscillation. As the 
noise continued, I became instantly convinced that 1 had felt 
an earthquake, and any danger from it* seeming^ over, I sat 
still with the view of analysing, at .the moment, all the sensa- 
tions I had experienced, and estimating the character and* 


♦ From Biblioth^ue Umvcr&clle do Gfenevc, No. 00; Sept.* 1842, p. 
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diiralion of the nois(e. I became aware on reflection, and 
when my attention Wiis no longer arrested by the imminent 
danger of falling, that the table before me had sustained a 
vibration similar to that of the chair on which 1 sat. The 
south-w^est side of the table had become elevated above the 
level, and again immediately became depressed below it. 1 
became particularly sensible of the depression of the south- 
west^ having been impressed with the fear that the cai dies 
would be throwm down upon me, but the extent of the move- 
ment was not such as to make the candlesticks totter. 1 
could make no doubt that the whole house had undergone a 
similar vibration to those of the chair and table of which 1 
was so sensible, — or rather that the vibration of the house com- 
prehended within it those of the chair and table. 

“ The noise w'as of two distinct kinds. The front of the 
house is about directly soutlnvest, and the first noise heard, 
w^as as if an immense quantity of small but sharp shingle had 
been tilted against the foundation of the front wall, and 
poured inward below the whole house. The shock instantly 
followed, and w'as accompanied by a creaking and rattling of 
the doors, window's, and various articles of furniture, amidst 
which a shaq> rattling of the slates on the roof was distinctly 
sensible. This latter noise w'as not of a continuous and uni- 
form kind, and did not last long — not longer, 1 think, than 
about a second ; but that which resembled the grinding noise 
of tilted shingle, extended itself, apparently under ground, on 
all sides, and became an immense volume of sound, gradually, 
however, diminishing in intensity, and dying aw'ay first in the 
southwest, and finally in the north-east, after an interval of 
four or five seconds from its being first heard. 

About* a quarter of an hour previous to the shock, Mrs Far- 
quharson had gone into the nursery on the same flat with me, 
which is that above the ground story ; and a young lady then 
in the house had retired to her bed-room on the same flat, 
while my <^eat daughter had retired to hers in the flat just 
above me. I had scarcely estimated the duration of the noise, 
when Mrs F. suddenly entered the room wdicre I was sitting, 
and stated that the young lady on the same flat had risen 
from l^er bed, and come to* her in great alarm, saying, that 
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she had certainly experienced an earthquake. At the same 
moment, my daughter descended from the upper storey, say- 
ing that there was some person in her room, who, after shak- 
ing her bed, made several heavy steps across the floor, and 
had at last fallen down in it. I felt it right at the time to* 
calm these alarms, without acknowledging that there had 
been any earthquake. In the morning, I learnt from the 
young lady in the lower flat, that while in bed, which stands 
lengthwise south-east and north-west, she had felt herself, by 
the rising of the west side of the^bed, suddenly tossed towards 
the cast, and as suddenly again thrown down towai’ds the west. 
She described the noises she heard at the same lime, in a 
way siinih\^' to that in which I have done above. Mrs*F. was 
actively engaged at the moment of the shock, which she felt, 
and she also heard the noise, but imagined it was a violent 
gust of wind, of which there had been several in the previous 
part of the evening. 

“ The house stands upon a bed of shingle, anciently deposited 
by the small river Lcochal. The rocks, only slightly covered, 
over all this neighbourhood, are micaceous schist and granite.** 

(5.) Accounts from Districts East of Comric. 

Near Kinross^ at Shanwell, 'the residence of the Rev. Mr 
Coventry, the shock is thus described by him : — “ At the time 
of the shock I was sitting. A noise preceded it as of a rushing 
wind, though the air was perfectly still at the time, and this was 
accompanied by a noise as if of cattle or horses running rapidly 
past the windows. The duration of the shock was of such a 
length, as to give Mrs C. and those who felt it, time to speak 
of it as an earthquake, and to express their feelings in regard 
to it. She thinks it lasted a minute. The rushing noise 
seemed to be in the air, as well as the sound like the tramp- 
ling of horses or cattle. But besides these, and following 
them, there was heard a rumbling noise as if of carts on a 
pavement, but more hollow in the *sound ; imdHhis latter 
sound was in the earth, and began distinctly on the north-west 
end of the house, and proceeded gradually to the south-east 
side, when it gradually died away. The rushing sound in the 
air was heard both on the north and south sides of the {louse^ 
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the concussion appeared to follow the same direction as .the 
rambling sound in the earth. With regard to the effects of 
the shock, Mrs C. felt the floor of the drawing-room to rock 
and the window to shake ; and, in one of the bedrooms, where 
two of my daughters and a servant were, the floor was felt to 
be so unsteady, that they werefain to cling to the chimney-piece, 
and the doors of the wardrobes and the joists of the roof were 
heard to creak, The inmates of this room complained of 
being giddy and sick at the time of its occurrexicc. No ob- 
servations were made, as to any walls being cracked. The 
weather was very wet, the barometer high, and the night ex- 
tremely dark and perfectly still. I understand that at the Old 
Manse, "our friend David Syme’s residence, at Kinross, the 
shock was very violent, and four distinct rockings were felt. 

In the town q( Kinross, the shock was felt very distinctly by 
most of the inhabitants, and is thus described by Mr Syme, 
the sheriff-substitute of that county : — “ I was sitting alone in 
a room on the ground-floor in the south-west comer of our 
house which fronts the south, when, a few minutes after ten 
P.M., my attention was attracted by a strange hoarse rushing 
sound in the south. I laid down my book to listen, and almost 
immediately heard a louder soimd, as if of a heavy body falling 
gently on the floor of the room above, directly overhead, and 
continuing to roll along towards the other end — the apparent 
motion being thus from south to north. I was not sensible 
of any shdek or concussion, and did not think of an earth- 
quake, but was startled by the strangeness of the noise, and 
ran up stairs to inquire, and found that Mrs S., her mother, 
and two female servants who happened to be in the drawing- 
room— a very small room on the second floor in the south-east 
angle of thO house (with one window to the south and one to 
the east), had the instant before felt the shock of an earth- 
quake most alarmingly. They heard and saw the crystal and 
china-ornaments on the chimney-piece in motion, and Mrs S. 
felt four distimst rockings. She thought that the east wall was 
coming to //er; and her mother, who was a little farther off, 
that it was going/r<M» her, and all were sensible of a strong 
undulatory motion. T^ey think it began at the east side, and 
that the east wall or gable-end was most aflected, but there 
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was no rent of the wall, nor have I heard of anything of the 
kind in this neighbourhood. A second shock was experienced 
about two o’clock next morning (24th), by so™ of our neigh- 
bours, but not by us : though about an hour and a half after 
the first, I fancied 1 heard the same rushing sound as before,* 
but less distinctly. 

At Perth, as the author was informed by several of the in- 
habitants, the furniture in their houses w'as shaken, and lamps 
hanging from the ceilings of their rooms, were made to vibrate. 
On the side of the Tay, opposite to Perth, a crack was 
formed during the night of the 23d October, on the side of 
the turnpike-road, where it runs above a steep bank. This 
crack was ^noticed early in the morning of the 24th October, 
and was such as to endanger the integrity of the road. Two 
days afterwards, a slice of the road along the line of the crack, 
for about twenty-five yards in length, slipped down. the bank 
altogether. 

From St Andrews, in the East of Fife, two accounts were 
received. 

Dr Govan of the E.LC.S. writes,—" I had just gone to bed, 
which was placed, as nearly as I can estimate, N. by W., and 
S. by E., when 1 experienced a smart and sudden movement 
from below upwards, and as 1 thought nearly at right angles 
to the lino in which I lay, coming from the S. and W. 1 im- 
mediately said, it was a very smart shock of an earthquake, 
and looked at my watch, which shewed 10^. 24' p. m. An undu- 
lating movement immediately succeeding, the smart shock was 
perceived by those in the room, which caused a degree of gid- 
diness. 1 immediately went to observe the barometer, which 
stood unaffected at about 30 inches ; without, all was quiet 
and more still than usual. 

Dr Mudie of St Andrews writes,— “ Colonel Playfair of the 
E.LC.S. was utting with his family on the night of the 23d Oc- 
tober. They all distinctly felt the earthquake, and as both the 
Colonel and Mrs P. had repeatedly felt eurthqpak^s in India, 
they instantly recognised the nature of the sKpek. To all of 
the company, there was the sensation of the earth rising sud- * 
dcnly up, and vibrating beforo it returned to its former site. 
The vibration proceeded from the ‘south-west to the’ north- 
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cast, and the gas lamp suspended in the middle of the room 
indicated by its oscillation a movement in that direction. The 
Colonel instantly pulled out his watch, and found the time 
exactly twenty minutes past ten ; and whilst he was looking 
at his watch, he distinctly felt a second shock, not so strong 
as the first, but the vibration was in the same direction. 

“ Mrs General Farquharson was in bed at the time of the 
shocl^. and she felt as if a person was under the bed, and lifted 
it up ; the ewer in the basin gingled with the motion, and 
when she rung for her serilant, she came in great alarm, 
thinking, from the rattling of the windows, that some person 
was attempting to break into the house. 

“ A 'young man, a student in a lodging-house, was awakened 
by the lifting of his bed ; — ^and thinking it was a trick by 
one of his companions, got out of bed, and seizing a golf- 
club, continued to strike at the supposed intruder under the 
bed. 


( 6 .) Accounts from districts South-Eust of Coiaric, 

In East-Lothian, near North-Berwick, as Mr Scougall at Bal- 
gone wrote, “ tlie noise or sound preceded the shock. The shock 
was not tremulous, but undulating. Those who were in bed 
describe it thus : They felt, as if their beds had been swung 
from the top. The shock lasted about two or three seconds. 

“ Dr Moir of Musselburgh writes, — “ 1 was sitting in 
the dining-room of Loretto w’ith Mr Langhorne ; but al- 
though there is a gas-chandelier suspended from the centre 
of the roof, which readily vibrates in treading across the 
room, neither of us were attracted by this or any other cir- 
cumstance. Next morning, however, in making my rounds, 
I called on Mr Watson of Pinkiebum, who asked me if I 
had perceived any thing uncommon on the night before. 
I said. No. He then informed roe, that, from ten minutes 
to a quarter after ten, while seated in his parlour by the 
table, he distinctly felt his chair move under him ; at the 
lapse of about two seconda another movement was distinctly 
perceptible, at which time he said to Mrs Watson, who wsis 
walking along the floor, ‘ What is that! Did you observe my 
chair moving under me P * No,’ she replied, ‘ but there is 
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Bomobody knockinff at the outside of the house.* She then 
rang the bell for the servant, who was ordered to open the 
front doer, but saw nobody. Here there were two distinct 
sliocks, between which the noise continued, something like 
a rumbling wind, and came from the west. 

During the same forenoon, Avhilc at Prestonpans, the same 
(jucstion w'as put to me by Mrs Hislop (sister to Mrs Cadell 
of Cockenzie), who was at the time confined to bed. ^hile 
alone in her bedroom, at nearly a quarter after ten on the 
preceding night, she felt as if something w'as raising up the 
bed from the floor, and the sensation was so perfect, that she 
involuntarily seized hold of the curtains near her, when a 
second, and then a third repetition, caused her to grasp them 
more tightly, and exclaim — ‘ Have mercy on us !’ These 
heavings were accompanied by a sound from the south, which 
caused one of the windows to rattle during the wdiole time. 
A thimble, which happened to be lying on the stand of a mir- 
ror on the dressing-table, kept rattling, as also an empty 
jug within the basin of the wash-hand stand. Strange to 
say, none of the other inmates of the house perceived any 
thing of this, although Mr Hislop himself was at the time, 
but not in the same room, only a few yards* distant. The 
family then retired to bed, but, in about half an hour after, a 
deep rumbling noise was heard from the west, both by Mrs 
Hislop, and by Mr Patrick Turnbull, her nephew, who was 
awoke by it, and listened for some time, thinking that it was 
some one sent from the distillery, of which ho has the charge, 
•to awake him. 

“ Lady Harriet Suttie has since told me, that she and Sir 
George were at Newby th on that evening, and that the tre- 
mors and heavings were felt there to a degree, that attracted 
the attention of every one.’* 

At Trinilf/, near Leith, Lieutenant Forrest, R. N., felt the 
shock very distinctly in a house 300 yards from the sea beach. 
He described his sensations in a memorafidum^wlikh he wrote 
down next morning. The following is a copy of it. Last 
night, about a quarter past ten o'clock, I had been about ten 
minutes in bed, when I felt the bed tremble severely under 
me ; so much so, that 1 asked my wife (who had been confined 
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to bed for two days previously) if she was taken worse ? my 
impression being at the moment that that was the cause. She 
answered that she was not trembling, but the noise and shale* 
ing, she thought, was caused by the servants shutting in the 
•'doors below (my bedroom is on the first floor) ; the window all 
this time was rattling as if from a high wind, although it was 
calm at the time ; and the furniture in the room creaked, as 
if in the cabin of a steamer going over a sea. There was a 
tin-case with hot water in the bed, Avhich I heard shaken about 
very distinctly. I obsei’vcd s.t the time to Mrs F., that I Avas 
convinced it was the shock of an carth(piake, and noted the 
time in my Avatch. It must have continued nearly a minute, 
as I had time to sit up in my bed, and make the aboA|C remarks 
during its continuance.” 

Irl Edinburgh, the' following persons have communicated to 
the author their several perceptions. 

Mr Syme, of the Bank of Scotland, when in his house in 
, North Castle Street, felt the shock, and a noise accompanying 
it. The noise seemed to be above his head, in the upper part 
of the house. Keys hanging on the key-hole of a book-case 
were made to dangle. 

Mrs Swinton, in Athole Crescent, was in bed, and felt the 
shock. It appeared to come from the north. Her bed rocked 
twice or thrice. She has felt several shocks in India, of which 
only one was more severe than this. 

Mr M'Callum, of the Bank of Scotland, when in the fifth 
storey of the bank (about 120 feet from the ground behind it) 
felt the shock between lO** 5' and 10’’ 20'. He first cxperience<>. 
a tendency to fall over towards the east. He distinctly heard 
the floor near the east gable shake. One window rattled, fac* 
ing towards the east. 

At Bunning, about 16 miles SE. of Comrie, the shock is 
stated by Dr Martin, physician there, to have been felt about 
10<> 14' p.H. It was a kind of double shock, consisting of two 
strokes in ^c^ succession, with about half a second between 
them. The first was much the strongest blow. In about half 
an hour after, another shock was felt, but weaker, and of 
shorter duration. 
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“ The first or double shock lasted about 5" ; the second about 
T or 3". 

‘‘ As to the nature of the concussion, it seemed as if some 
subterranean element had suddenly struck the solid surface of 
the earth from beneath, with such a force as to makfe it yield* 
a little upward. The tremor that followed, arose from its 
own elasticity and the violence of the impulse. It was both 
a tremor or vibration of the earth’s surface, and an ijpdula- 
tioii of the ground. At the commencement of the shock, it 
was a sudden double jolt and tremor of the earth’s surface, the 
result of a subterraneous blow quickly repeated, and, at the 
e nd, an undulation or movement of the ground. Objects were 
more rocked and shaken by the tremulous motion thafl by the 
undulation ; but none of them were lifted up and let down 
again. The surface of the earth and buildings thereon, houses, 
and furniture therein, were moved simultaneously, and trem^ 
bled or shook «altogether as one continuous integral. 

“ With regard to the points of the compass, the first inclina- 
tion was nearly in the direction of the north-west. It was the 
effect of an invisible sudden force, and was quick. The mo- 
tion back again was slower, and appeared to be the mere re- 
covery of balance or perpendicularity. 

“ It seemed to travel with great velocity, and was loudest at 
its termination. 

“ The 23d of October 1839 was cloudv, with rain ; the hills 
were foggy ; wind east, with calm intervals. Much more rain 
fell than usual in the autumn of 1839. 

“ About a mile from Dunning, in a fiirm-house situated on a 
high level, and founded on whinstone rock of unknown depth, 
the concussion so marred the swing or vibration of the pendu- 
lum of the clock, that it stood still. 

The mounds of earth covering potato-pits were cracked from 
end to end, and the water of sundry wells was made drumly.” 

At Muckhart^ situated at the opening of a gorge on the 
south side of Ochils, and about 20 miles' S.SE. o>Comrie, Mr 
Harvey heard and felt the shock. He writes, — “ Having been ^ 
at Comrie some years ago, when there was a very smart shock, 
the moment this of the 23d October pommeneed, I said to a 
friend with whom I was conversing at the time, ‘ Aq earth- 
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quake !’ — ‘ It is the Same sort of sound (he added) tliat wo 
heard the other day in the harvest field.’ I took obsertation 
of the time, and all this passed while yet the sound of it was 
heard ; we concluded that it lasted above 50 seconds. As to 
'"the sort of sound, it resembled in its approach a multitude of 
coal waggons on a railroad somewhat as to sound, but chiefly 
as to the motion produced ; there was a quick vibration. My 
house stands on a bed of channel. There is another near it 
on moSsy ground, and there the shock was felt as a heave. 
The inhabitant imagined, being in bed, that some huge ani- 
mal had got beneath his bed and was bearing up the bed to 
get from beneath. No walls cracked in this neighbourhood, 
so far as I can learn, but there were several biirst.s of earth, 
and slides on the sides of the hills, and breakings of wellheads. 
Birds’ cages moved like pendulums. Noise accompanied, pre- 
ceded, and followed the shock. The noise was continuous, 
with variation of the sounds. The sound was first like the 
distant sotind of carriages on the public road ; as it approached 
it grew deep and hollow from the earth, and passed away like 
the effect produced by a close body of cavalry in quick march 
over a common. It was in the earth. The concussions were 
most felt in the upper parts of houses. Doors upstairs in my 
house, were thrown open and moved on their hinges. From 
all I can collect, it appears it was not so much felt in houses 
on the hill sides, as in the houses along the bottom of the range ; 
the houses on the hills are mostly built on rock, those along 
the bottom of the hills on gravel or loose soil. We had much 
rain previously. One night, in the end of September, from 
S in the evening to 8 next morning, as nearly as 1 could ascer- 
tain, there fell about 1 inch of water in thickness on the ground. 
Besides shooting .stars,some nights after I sawthe most .splendid 
meteor I ever witnessed. It was passing from the west to the 
east, and proceeded in a line parallel to the earth’s surface.” 

At Woodcot, near Dollar^ about 22 miles S S.E. from 
Comrie, tli# slK)cks ' and* the state of the weather at the 
time, are thus described by Mr Walker. “ The first con- 
cussion felt here was at 10*» 10' p.m. on the 23J of October, 
the second about half-an-hour afterwards. The noise pre- 
ceding the first, lasted about four or five sc'conds ; in the second 
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the duration of the noise was shorter, -and I felt no shock. 
The concussion of the first appeared to me to resemble more 
the slight lurch of a ship under way, struck by a wave and 
righting immediately again, than any other motion. As far 
as 1 can judge from the situation of this house (at the imme- 
diate base of one of the Ochils) and the quarter of it whence 
the sound and concussion came from, 1 should say that they 
both came from N.NW., and went in the opposite direction 
across the room where I was sitting ; I was placed in rather 
a favourable situation for ascertaining this, as 1 was reading at 
the time, with my arms leaning upon the table, and both it 
and the chair upon which I was sitting were throwli first to 
one side and then to the other, or, to speak more corvectly, 
first tow.ar^s the S.SK. and then back to whore they had been ; 
the noise was vei’y loud. It seemed to me to be very like what 
would have been occasioned by some one over head dragging 
some heavy piece of furniture along the floor from one side of 
the room to the other, the sound gradually increasing and 
diminishing ns it came towards or receded from the position 
where I was. The weather on the day of the shock, and also 
the one preceding it, was uncommonly calm, very foggy to- 
wards the evening, and the air at that time felt much warmer 
th.an^ the degree of heat indicated by the thermometer would 
have led one to expect, and I tliought (but it may have been 
fancy) that there was a peculiar odour perceptible. In the 
year 1824, when 1 was at Lisbon, I perfectly recollect having 
remarked the same thing, thou^i, from the difference of lati- 
tude, the heat and the closeness of the air was much more 
oppressive ; and I remember well that the inhabitants of that 
city were much alarmed at the appearance of the weather, 
the same phenomena having, they said, been observed imme- 
diately before the tremendous earthquake in 1755.” 

In a subsequent letter, Mr Walker adds, — “ 1 did not j)er- 
eeive any leaning of the house to the N.NW., after recover- 
ing the perpendicular, — ^though I have no doub^ it jitust have 
done so, as your explanation appears .to me quite consistent in 
other respects with what I felt at the time. 1 was not sensi- 
ble of the house being lifted up. . It appeared to me, as if it 
had been struck by something which 'caused it to heersud- 
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denly to the S.SE. — indeed I can compare it to" nothing 
blit the motion of a ship, when she gives a slight lee- 
lurch.” 

The gardener of the Dollai* Academy has given the follow- 
ing graphic account of what he perceived. “ My family had 
retired to bed ; I alone sat reading, opposite the fire-place, 
which is in the east side of the room. The candle was burn- 
ing <jn the chimney-piece, with the snuffer-tray beside it. I 
was .startled by an unusual noise towards the NW., like the 
rolling of many carriages, oi^the sound of distant thunder. It 
appeared to die away toward the SE., and struck me as being 
immediately under or on the surface of the earth, — not over 
head." I still looked in the direction from whence, the sound 
came, and perceived the bed-curtains agitated. The hed stood 
in the NW. corner of the room. There was a looking-gla.^s 
in the window, which looks to the west. — It also was shaken. 
The chair which I sat on, was moved first toward the SE. se- 
veral times, the candlestick in the same direction. The snuffer- 
tray was nearly thrown dow'n. The motion of the earth was 
decidedly undulatory ; and from the circumstance of the bed- 
curtains and looking-glass being moved first, and my chair 
being next moved toward the S E., and the candlestick in the 
same direction, I concluded that the shock was from the 
to the SE. I was sitting in a position peculiarly favourable 
for observing it. My feet rested on one side of the grate, and 
my whole weight was on the chair. My attention was 
keenly alive at the time. The noise preceding the shock last- 
ed, I think, about 4" ; a shorter time] intervened between the 
noise and the shock, which lasted also about 4". The strength 
of the shock throughout appeared to be the same.” 

At Tilticoullry, a considerable village a little farther to the 
cast than Dollar, also situated on the south base of the Ochil 
range, Mr Thomson, surgeon there, writes, that “ Those in 
Tillicoultry who most distinctly experienced the shock, agree 
generally in stating, that there was a decided undulatory mo- 
tion communicated to their houses, whereby they themselves, 
and objects on the floor, were, or seemed to be, lifted up and 
let down again, as if, they were rocked in a cradle, or tossed in 
ja hajnmock at sea. 
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“ Two considerable masses of rock, it is believed, were de« 
taclicd from tbe face of one of the Ochil- hills here by the 
shock of the earthquake, as the shepherd was on the spot 
where they now lie, on the preceding day, and did not observe 
them till the morning after the event. One of these is esti- 
mated at ten tons weight. A large rent, of 4 or 6 yards long, 
and' about one foot and a half wide at its widest part, was ob- 
served, on the succeeding day, running across a potato-heap, 
whose whole length might be 12 yards by 2 yards wide. All 
the houses in our village, which are nearly 300, were more or 
less shaken. The slates upon certain roofs of the higher 
houses, and the dishes upon the shelves, clattered agkinst each 
other — several bells rang — articles hanging from the ceiling 
oscillated — windows shivered— doors moved on their hinges — 
individuals Avalking or sitting, were thrown slightly off their 
centre. Many who were asleep or in bed, started up in stupid 
amazement. One man says he was pitched from one side of 
the bed to the other. In the upper flats of houses, the chairs 
on which individuals W'ere sitting, and the beds on which they 
were lying, rocked like a cradle, or a boat gently lifted by a 
wave. 

“ It seems to be the prevailing opinion of those who were 
in a recumbent posture, or in bed, that the couch was first 
moved from the N. or NK., and that the S. or SW. side was 
then aflccted. The motion of dishes, 'and the rattling of slates, 
was on the noilih side of the houses chiefly. 

“ The majority with whom I have'spoken on this topic, think 
that the shock came from N. or NE., and travelled to S. or 
SW. Tliis was the impression of those who were a-bed, and 
is perhaps confirmed by the following facts. The masses of 
projected rock referred to took the direction of the St from the 
N. (the face of tbe hUl is steep, and slopes southward). The 
rent or fissure referred to, ran from NE. to SW. The persons 
felt.moved*towards the S. who were in bed. 

“ In tlie months of September and October, (h^ enrora bo- 
realis, or northern- djghts, were uncommonly jbrilliant, and 
stretched across the zenith southward farther than I have seen 
them before ; they had a curious fiery colour.” 

VOi. XXXIV. NO. LXVIt. — JANUARY 1843. 
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At Alva, as the Rev. Mr Drysdale reports, “ I was moved 
ttpon my chair from one side to the other. I was within half 
a foot of a wall-press, the standards and door of which cracked 
as if breaking. My house is situated within 300 yards of the 
Ochil range. It faces due south. I was sitting in a room at 
the west gable. When 1 heard the noise, 1 turned my face 
towards the cast, in which direction it seemed to me coming. 
When it came, as it were, around me, I felt very strange, and 
tis if there was something like a shock of electricity over my 
body, beginning at the feet and going to the head. Sitting 
still in this position, after the noise seemed to have passed to 
the west, I saw the carpet move as it had been n wave of the 
sea, and as it undulated along to my chair : — ^then was my 
chair moved to the west, then to the east.” 

The Rev. Mr Brown, parochial minister of Alva, who felt 
the sliock in his manse at the foot of the Ochils, says, — “ What 
I first perceived was a loud and very singular noise, which 
lasted 2* or 3". Immediately after, I felt the house shake 
violently.” I may add, “ That before perceiving the shock, 
or thinking that an earthquake was approaching, I felt, during 
the continuance of the noise, as if I had been slightly electri- 
fied. A quivering sensation pervaded my whole body from 
the feet upwards.’’ 

From Alloa, situated on the Forth, about S. by E. from Com- 
rie, various communications were received, of which a few 
may be noticed. 

One correspondent writes, — ” I felt a remarkable sensation 
come over me at the time of the shock. But whether it was 
connected with the phenomenon, or merely a sensation pro- 
duced by the mind, being instantly aware of what the pheno- 
menon was, which was taking place, 1 could not determine. 
The leg of a piano in the room distinctly creaked.” 

Mr Roy writes, — ” I was sitting in the dining-room on the 
ground floor, reading, one of my arms resting on the table, 
and the other on one of the arms of the chair on which I was 
sitting, whe» I suddenly felt a violent shock (as if a very heavy 
weight had 6een thrown on an elastic floor), which made the 
table move as if from under my arm in a southerly direction. 
I immediately called out, ‘ What was that 1’ to some of the 
family who were in the room and also felt the shock. The 
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shock was acoompaniod, or rather succeeded, by a riislnng or 
rumbling kind of noise, resembling the sound of a carriage, 
passing along the road, which continued for a second or two, 
and appeared to me to proceed as from north to south or south- 
east, — at this period, I must say I felt a peculiar sensation 
just as if I had been suddenly exposed to danger ; and when 
this had a little subsided, I went to the kitchen to inquire 
whether the servants had been up stairs making any noise, 
and found them all alarmed, having heard the noise and felt 
the shock without knowing the c^use ; I therefore concluded 
it must have been an earthquake.*’ 

“ Another correspondent says, — “ The first circpmstanco 
that attracted my attention was a sudden and violent gust of 
wind, accompanied with a more than ordinary rushing noise, 
as from the north-east, against the window. I then felt 
the shock, and the doors of the wardrobe, before which I 
was standing, which are rather loose, rattled sharply four or 
five times, and the noise seemed to pass to the other side or 
front of the house, and roll heavily, as if under ground, away 
to the south-west. The shock excited a most peculiar sickish 
sensation, such as I think I never felt before.” 

Mr Donald, writer in Alloa, communicated several circum- 
stances of interest. 

(1.) The landlord of the Tontine Inn there was, when the 
shock occifrred, standing at the door of his stables, which 
front the west, and was leaning with his back on the south 
lintel. Ho very distinctly heard the noise, which he thought 
came from the north. He then felt a jerk similar to that felt 
by a person leaning on a steam-boat when it strikes a quay. 
He was precipitated forward about a foot. The bells in liis 
house were set a-ringing, and the glasses on his tables and 
sideboard were put in motion. 

(2.) A steam-boat was lashed alongside of a quay, running 
nearly east and west. The boat was on the north sideof the south 
wall of tile quay, and the paddle-box was Avitliin two feet of the 
wall. There was about a foot and a half of wateC between her 
keel and the bottom of the river. An’engineer and a boy were 
sitting in the steerage cabin, the former reading. Suddenly 
the boat gave “a heavy jerk” on the ,pi«\ These two .per- 
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sons inimwlijitely f-tarted on deck, to ascertain the cause. The 
vessel was then about three or three and a half feet from the 
pier, the shock having caused her to recoil, and she was then 
moving back to it again. Just before the collision, tlie engi- 
neer heard a distinct rumbling noise, as if under ground, 
which seemed to proceed towards the south. The engineer 
on looking at his watch, found the time to be between 10 and 
20 minutes past 10 o’clock. The shock was felt at the same 
moment, by another vessel in the harbour. 

(3.) Close to Alloa Ferry there is a small watch-house, the 
back wall of which runs parallel with a wall inclosing the 
glass-hoifse premises. These two walls are about eleven feet 
highyiand are about four inches apart. The watch-house has a 
sloping roof, and, in order that the rain falliiig on it may not 
run down the back wall, there is an cadging of lead which pro- 
jects from the roof, making the distance between it and the 
glass-house wall only throe inches. 

The ferryman was, at the time of the shock, sitting in tlie 
vvatch-house, when he was startled by a noise and concussion, 
produced by something striking against the wall or roof of the 
house. He supposed, at the moment, that the glass- house people 
were playing him a trick, by tumbling some heavy body upon the 
house. This thought, however, was almost immediately dis- 
pelled by seeing some articles within the house moved, and 
in particular the cover of a pot, which Avas shaken from the 
spar of a small table on which it Avas placed. The noise jip- 
peared to come from the N. or NW. 

On examination of the premises next day, it was found that 
the leaden gutter or edging on the roof of the aa atch-house, 
had been bent upAvards by the pressure of the glass-house 
AA’all. 

The glass-house AA'all runs in a direction NE. and SW. It 
is built on the thick deposit of diluvial or alluvial clay, which 
extends through all the low grounds adjoining the river Fortli 
in this pgrt qf its course. 

Considering the height and distance from each other of the 
tAvo Avails just described, it is plain, that if one remained sta- 
tionary and the other leaned over, the deviation of the latter 
froin the perpendiciilaiS must Iirat been at least 18', in order 
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to produce simply a contact^ but no pressure of the walls, at 
the height of 11 feet from the ground. If then, this deviation 
is to be ascribed to a rising of the ground, such as would be 
caused by the propagation of a wave along the earth’s surface, 
the surface Aiist have inclined or sloped to at least the extent 
of the above angle, so that the wave must have formed with 
the horizon an angle of more than 1^' 18'. 

But is it a probable supposition, that one of the walls \^ould 
remain statit)nary, whilst the other leaned towards it ? If the 
wave came from the north, the ^ass-house wall would, no 
doubt, be first affected ; hut would not the back wall of the 
watch-house be also made to lean over almost simultane- 
ously ? It true that the two walls were at the fouiulallions 
only 4 inches apart ; but then the back wall of the wateh- 
huusc formed one side of a solid building, abutting against 
two gables 14 feet long. The back wall of the w^atch-house, 
therefore, would probably not move until the wave had ad- 
vanced far enough to affect the whole building. Moreover, 
it is plain, that the house would not by the supposed wave 
coming from the north, lean over so much as the glass-house 
wall. A wall at right angles to the course of a wave would 
deviate from the perpendicular, whilst a wall running in the 
direction of the wave would scarcely rise at one end and bo 
depressed at the other, but would, if at all affected, be rent. 
In this way it may be understood how the back ^vall of the 
watch-house abutting against tl^e north ends of the gables 
would remain vertical, and would be reached by the upper |)art 
of the glass-house wall as it leaned over. 

(7.) Accounts from Districts South of Com%*ic. 

• 

On the south side of the Forth, and at Airth, nearly oppo- 
site to Alloa, about nine miles east of Stirling, the concussion 
was felt as one undulation or heave, with but little noise. 

At Throsk house, about four miles eqst of Stii;Jing, situated 
in the low flat Carse land, only seventeen feet above high-water 
mark, effects, in some respects similar, were observed. Mr 
Jeflrey, “ whilst sitting at a writing-desk, was suddenly moved 
forward by a very heavy undulation, which I immediately coa- 
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eluded to be an eartlniuake. The undulation came from the 
north and proceeded to the south ; and after it had passed, it 
was immediately followed by a tremulous movement of the 
earth from the west towards the east, and then from the east 
back again to the west. The clock which stood upon the north 
wall of the house, was several times moved towards the south, 
and once, I think, was five or six inches off the perpendicular. 
In tfie flat immediately above the ground floor, where I was 
sitting, and in the attic storey, the shock was so severely felt, 
that some of the members and servants of the family were 
raised from their sleep; and some of them were nearly thrown 
out qf bed altogether. The shock must therefore have been 
more violent in the upper than the lower parts of the house. 

“ The first heavy undulation, which I have already men- 
tioned, appeared to elevate me about four or five inches, and 
then I gradually sunk down again, precisely in the same way 
as a boat falls down, after having been lifted upon the top of 
a high wave. The tremulous motion which followed this, was 
much more sudden though less violent in its effects. No noise 
of any kind preceded, accompanied, or followed the earth- 
quake at Throsk. As I immediately went to the door to 
examine the state of the atmosphere, every thing was per- 
fectly still ; there was not a breath of wind, but the rain fell 
heavily, as it had done (I think) the two preceding days and 
nights, without intermission. I may mention a circumstance 
whi^eh I have not seen taken notice of in any account which I 
have seen given of the late earthquake, and it is, that I am con- 
fident that it was accompanied with an electric shock. I was 
perfectly calm and collected at the time when it came on, 
and never had any doubt of what it was, nor was I at all 
Alarmed for the eonsequcnces ; but the feeling produced upon 
my body, was exactly similar to what an electric shock has in 
other circumstances bad upon me. in this opinion I am not 
singulaf^. The Rev. Mr Brown of Alva is confident that he felt 
an electric ^lock likewise ; I may also mention that the sounXl 
which he heard, was very loud and terrific. I do not think, at 
least I have never been informed of the sound being heard 
any where but upon* rocky and rising ground. The earthquake 
* did ;iot last more than five seconds altogether. So far vs I 
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have been able to collect information, 'the shock was much 
more severely felt on the low lands, along the banks of the 
Forth, than on the rising ground which rests on different 
strata.” 

In a subsequent letter to the author, Mr Jeffrey gives some 
farther particulars. He says that “ the first heavy undulation 
proceeded, as nearly as I have been able to ascertain, from N. 
by E. or N.NE. to S. by W. or S.SW. No tremulous motion 
whatever began, until the firet undulation passed. I find I 
have not stated quite accurately,^n my previous account, the 
motion of the clock. It was thrown from the north wall of 
the house, by which it .stood, to the south, and was moved five 
or si.\ inches off the perpendicular by the first shock*. Of 
course, both clock and wall w’erc off the perpendicular at the 
same time. But as thi clock was not attached to the wall, 
when it returned back to its original position it seemed to rock 
and swing for a space, until it recovered from tbe forward im- 
pulse which it had received. It made a considerable noise, 
as did also the crockery in the room. There were only three 
undulations, or rather one undulation and ttco tremulous mo- 
tions. The first undulation we have already noticed. The 
first tremulous motion proceeded from the west to the cast, at 
about right angles to the line of movement of the heavy un- 
dulation, the direction of which is stated above; then tbe 
second trcm<ilous motion proceeded from the east to the west, 
at about right angles to the saioc line. Now, these cro.ss tre- 
mulous motions, which were partly undulatory, were concave 
and not convex. The site of the house, which was first moved 
by these slight cross shocks, sunk. The motion was very much 
like that of a ship, when struck by a heavy sea ; she lurches 
over to the one sjde, and as she falls down between the two 
waves, she gradually rights, until the masts become perpen- 
dicular, without the side which dipped into the w’ater first 
being elevated at all ; that side does not rise, the other side 
only comes down to the same level with it. ^ ma^ likewise 
state, that these two tremulous motions, at right angles to the 
path of the first undulation, did not appear to me to be occa- 
sioned so much by distinct shocks, as they seemed to be some- 
thing like the settling down of the earth, after the first undu- 
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lation had passed. Yet it must be observed, that they were 
quite distinct and separate from the first undulation. In 
order that you may obtain the inclination or slope of the wave, 
which was convex, I have measured the height of the clock, 
which is exactly 6 feet 11 inches. You may take the distance 
of the clock off the perpendicular, at 6i inches. The slope of 
the table at which 1 was writing was, as nearly as I can de> 
termine after trial, about T’’ from the horizontal. I am quite 
certmn that the two tremulous motions were exactly across 
the path of the first undulatory shock ; the former were con- 
cave, the latter was convex ; the former had not above one- 
fourth of the power of the latter, though, taken together, they 
lasted rather longer.” ^ 

In another letter, Mr Jeffrey corrected the estimate he had 
made of the degree to which the table Was inclined, and limited 
it to degrees. He also added, that he has “ a sensible 
recollection of hearing the pendulum strike the sides of the 
clock, — ^but how often I cannot say.” As to the duration of 
the undulation and the lateral vibrations respectively, Mr Jef- 
frey observes, — “ The first undulation took li'' to pass, — then 
say that |" elapsed between the first undulation and the side 
movements. This leaves about 3" for them, which is perhaps 
rather above than below the time which they occupied.” 

Two things are remarkable in these accounts from Throsk, 
especially when contrasted with the effects observed in places 
not remote from it. The frst is the absence of all noise, not- 
withstanding the violence of the heave. The second is the 
extent to which the clock and table were seen by Mr Jeffray 
to deviate from the perpendicular. Judging by the eye, Mr 
Jeffrey thought the table sloped to the horizon at an angle of 
about 44.°- On the other hand, if the top of tlie clock was 
5i inches from the perpendicular, it must liave deviated to the 
extent of only 3° 47'. 

In Stirling, as the Messrs Drummond wrote, "the shock 
was most perceptible around the base of the hill, where a com- 
bination of the heave an^ tremor was felt. In the upper parts 
of the town situated on rock, there was merely a tremor or vi- 
bration.” The rock here referred to is a mass of greenstone, 
on which the castle and the older part of the town is built. 
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At the base of this rock, the deposit of 'carse or finely lami- 
nated clay extends on all sides of it, except the south, where 
there are accumulations of sand and gravel. 

At Thornhill, about sixteen miles from Comile, the shock, 
as felt by the post-master there, is compared to “ the heaving 
of a steam-boat,” and as being an undulation. “ The bed on 
which I lay rocked like a cradle,%nd leaned to the north first 
and south last. I consider it came from the south and pro- 
ceeded to the north.’’ 

At Jilair-Drummond, about eighteen miles from Comrie, 
Mr Home Drummond, M.P., writes : — “ The noise was the 
thing most remarkable. It was usually compared to that 
caused by a train of carriages passing. It seemed to me to 
proceed from the north, or a little to the east of north, and to 
pass off to the south, or a little to the west of south. Had I 
been in the open air, 1 could have spoken with more certainty ; 
but the noise did certainly appear to me, being within the» 
house, to pass in the direction I have mentioned. It continued 
a good many seconds, perhaps twenty, and died gradually 
away. Small loose articles were shaken in the houses in this 
quarter. For two days after the earthquake, we had a con- 
stant small rain from the east, Avithont a breath of wind, and 
the barometer was stationary and very high for such weather. 
I remember shocks of earthquake which were felt here on two 
occasions, above thirty-five years ago ; one about 11 r. m. 
and one about 6 a. m. They resembled more a blow or sud- 
den concussion than this ; but the noise on this occasion was 
mufti greater, though I do not think the shaking of the house 
Avas much more perceptible now than formerly. The even- 
ing Avas quite still.” 

From Bucklyvie, about twenty-two milesS.SW.frdm Comrie, 
a report was received, certified by John M’Ewan, post-master, 
and Daniel Kennedy, M.D., detailing some of the efiects pro- 
duced on the mossy ground west of Stirling. The report con- 
tains the following statements of peiesons’living on<lhe moss, 
and who go there by the name of moss-farmers*: — 

“Mrs Napier says noise came off NE. When she heard 
it, it seemed to be at a distance. In her own Avords, calls it 
a long soughing, dundering noise. It died aAvay fur some se- 
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bonds, and was succeeded by a second noise which was louder. 
She then asked her family, ‘ Do you think that’s thunder 
and with latter sentence in her mouth began to sit down, when, 
being seated, she felt the earth (in her own words) rowing or 
coming till me. She sat with her back to the north. One of 
her sons had his hand placed on jambs of fire-place, when 
he thought they would fall*to him. Her husband was in 
bed half asleep ; being alarmed, got up on his elbows in bed, 
when, by an undulation, he was thrown down on his back 
again. From these narrations, it appears to me that the 
first ‘ lean over’ was to the east. House of these people faces 
S., and bed lies N. and S., fire-place facing E.” 

Mrs M‘Hwen “ was dozing in bed. Heard no poisc. She 
lies E. and W. Her head seemed to lie lower than rest of 
body, during movement. Old man (<«/. 80) lies N. and S. 
His left shoulder received a shock while in a slumbering state, 
Vhich made him cry to people of house ; says it came off E.’' 

“ Frederick Campbell says noise was very loud. It came 
off the south-west or south. After noise, felt motion in bed. 
Head lies to the south. Felt a pitch to the east first, and then 
to the west, and there was no more of it. Wood of house 
cracked. House seemed to be drawn together, and then went 
back again. House also seemed to sink, just as a ship at sea.” 

It only remains to be mentioned, that this shock of 23d Oc- 
tober 1839 was felt as far south as the English borders. It was 
felt at Nctherby Ilall by Miss Burden in a room at the top of 
one of the turrets ; but it was not perceived in any other jaart 
of the house.* It was felt at Closebum Castle, Dumfriesshire, 
at lOh 2' p.M. 

It was felt at Selkirk, and in the neighbourhood also at 
Kelso, where the windows rattled, and crockery ware was 
shaken. It was felt at Coldstream, in the neighbouring village 
of Newtown and the farm of Mountfair. 


* Lefter from J. A. Campboll, Esq., W.S., Edinburgh. 
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Remarks on Earthquakes in British India^ contained in a Letter 
addressed to Daviu Milne, Esq. Lieutenant R. Baird 
Smith, Bengal Engineers, Assistant Superintendent of the 
Doab Canal, Saharunpore. 

Mussoorie, in the Himalayas, 
September 1842 . 

My attention was first specially attracted to the subject of 
earthquake sliocks, by the occuA’ence of that of the 19th of 
February last, to whicli many circumstances combined to give 
to the l^nglish in India a peculiar and exciting interest. Its 
most destijictivc influence was experienced in the valley of Jel- 
lalabad, the chief town of which, of the same name, was at the 
moment occupied by the small but gallant brigade under Sir 
Robert Sale, which alone of all the forces in northern Aflghan- 
istan, had sustained, without a spot, the honour of our arms 
and name. They were bcleagured by a force at least qua- 
druple their own, which was flushed with recent success, and 
commanded in person by the most active, energetic, and un- 
scriqudous of the whole of the Aft*ghan chiefs, Akbar Khan ; and 
it was only by labour almost incredible, continued by night and 
by day, that the mnserable defences of Jellalabad had been 
made even moderately effective. In a moment, the exertions of 
months were nullified ; their bastions, parapets, &c., were thrown 
open by large breaches ; and to the superstitious natives it must 
have seemed as if their gods had combined with their foes to 
insure their destruction. But the energies of the “ Illustrious 
Garrison.’’ as Lord Ellenborough most justly styled it, were 
more than ecjual to their difficulties ; and the final result of 
their defence is one, which we all contemplate with the pride 
of soldiers, and feel it to be the redeeming feature of the 
wretched series of events in Aftghanistan, with which you are 
now familiar. 

The details of this earthquake, which Was felt from Jellala* 
bad, to Shalkur in Thibet on the north, and to Saharunpore 
on the south, I collected as they became public, but they 
proved of a most discrepant and unsatisfactory character. 
Still I was unwilling to lose so favourable an opportunity for 
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attracting the attention of qualified observers to the subject of 
earthquakes generally, and I therefore arranged these details 
and published them in the local journals. The effect more 
than equalled my antieipationSy for a largo amount of addi- 
tional information was furnished me, and I have received from 
many quarters assurances of active co-operation. Numerous 
corrections are necessary in my paper on the Jellalabad earth- 
quake, and these it is my intention to make when I prepare 
the “ Register of Indian Earthquakes for the year 1842,” ma- 
terials for which are rapidly \iccumulating. 

Such a subject as the present expands almost insensibly, and 
I find myself in possession of information that leads me to con- 
sider the past as well as the future Iiistory of eart];)qiiakes in 
India. From an analysis of details which cannot be given 
here, I have been enabled to recognise several distinct foci of 
disturbance so to speak, throughout this country. The classi- 
fication of these has been limited strictly by the facts in my 
possession, so that as these extend, modification may be neces- 
sary. At present, the following are the most distinctly marked 
‘‘ regions,’’ to borrow a term from Mr Lyell, throughout which 
the actual foci of disturbance are distributed : — 

1. The great central region of the Himalayas, extending 
from the Burrainpooter on the cast, to the limits of the Hindoo 
Khoosh on the west. Undoubted evidence exists of the ema- 
nation of earthquake shocks from different points on the 
southern side of the axis of the Himalayas, but none has yet 
reached me, of any proceeding from the northern, although, 
throughout the whole of Thibet, indications of igneous action 
abound. It is, however, probable that such evWencc may yet 
be obtained. 

2. The lateral region of the Himalayas. To this belong 
the earthquakes that proceed from the lateral valleys of the 
Himalayas, as from the valleys of Jellalabad, of Cashmere, 
of Katenander, each of which has been the ascertained focus 
of shocks, ?vhicb have been strictly local in their effects. Lines 
of hot springs appear to connect the foci both of the central 
and lateral Himalayan regions. 

3. The region of Sinde and the Delta of the Indus. The 
country between the Hindoo Khoosh and the ocean is con- 
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stantly subject to earthquakes, but I have not yet been able 
to recognise any distinct focus of disturbance throughout the 
mountains by which it is traversed, and at present I consider 
the shocks as emanating either from the mountains on the 
north, \>r from the well known re^on of Sinde and Cutch on 
the south. 

4. The region of Chittagong and the Delta of the Ganges. 
Throughout the line joining this with the former region, which 
stretches completely across the Peninsula, numerous signs of 
volcanic action occur. The g^at trap district of central 
India extends to the right and left of it ; hot springs are plen- 
tiful, and disruptive action is in numerous instances’strikingly 
evidenced. 

5. The region of the Arracan coast. The earthquakes in 
this region have occasionally been of appalling violence, and 
the volcanic indications throughout it are of the most interest- 
ing and striking character. An archipelago of volcanic islands 
fringes the main coast, some of which have been active within 
a recent historical era, and, at this moment, symptoms of ac- 
tivity exist. This region is directly connected with the vol- 
canic train of the Moluccas, and also with the region of Chit- 
tagong just adverted to. 

C. The ocean region. Relative to this my information is 
stilt very imperfect, and I make it distinct in consequence of 
some very singular phenomena observed in the open sea on 
the Indian coast, clearly indicating subaqueous volcanic action. 

Details connected with each of these regions will bg given 
at a future time, — the arrangement of them is still imperfect, 
and 1 would wish you to consider the preceding as a mere out- 
line sketch ; but it will suffice to indicate to you the interest- 
ing field India presents, and 1 trust the harvest t(f be reaped 
from it will yet prove an abundant jmo. Our countrymen 
are distributed over the whole extent of these tracts, and I 
will spare no efforts to ensure their co-operation. From south 
India, our information is at present a total* blaidc, bu^ I do not 
despair of yet seeing it filled up.* 

* Wo perceive that Lieutenant Baird Smith is publishing the materials 
he has collected on Indian Earthquakes, in the Jo|fmal of the Asiatic Society 
of Bengal. See p. 342 of No. 123 (.VJ, New Series). 1842. 
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Remayks on two Points in the Theory of Glaciers, By M. 
Elie de Beaumont, Member of the Royal Academy of 
Sciences.* 


The lectures which I delivered this year at the College de 
France on erratic phenomenal led me to examine the theory 
of glaciers, and I now ask the i>ermission of the Society to 
submit to their attention two theoretical remarks which have 
occurred to me in the courses of my investigations. 


Remark ; relative to the action which central heat exercises 
on glaciers. 

The increase of temperature observed in penetrating the 
solid crust of the earth, gives rise to a constant flow of 
heat which traverses that crust, and is dissipated nt its sur- 
face. If we call g the fraction of a degree by which the tem- 
perature becomes augmented when w^e penetrate to the depth 
of a metre, and k the conductibility of the terrestrial crust, 
this flow of heat has as its measure the product^, k. This 
flow of heat would be capable of melting, taking time as 


unity, a bed of ice whose thickness would be ^ I attempted, 

70 


some years ago, to calculate approximately this quantity 
for the surface of the ground at the Observatory of Paris, 
and I found that the flow of heat which proceeds from the 
earth, would at that locality .melt annually a bed of ice of 
Qm. 0065 (six millimetres and a half), a result which M. Pois- 
son has inserted in his work, entitled, Memoire et notes for^ 
mant un supplement d la theorie mathematique de la chaleur 
(Paris 1837.) This quantity may doubtless vary from one 
point on the surface of the globe to another with the values 
of k and g ; but it seems to me very probable that the varia- 
tions would not be extensive, and that by admitting that the 
flow of heat emanating from the terrestrial crust, and dis- 
sipated at the surface, is generally capable of melting 6 mil- 
limetres and a half of ice in the year, and of producing, by 


* Baad to the Fhilomathic Society of Paris, 30th July 1842. A corrected 
copy of this paper, }ind the following one, was kindly transmitted to ns by tho 
Author.-- -Ko. 
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this liquefaction, about 6 millimetres of.water, we should not 
be very far from the truth for any given point. 

This influx of heat proceeding from the interior of the 
earth, arrives at the bed of glaciers as at the bed of the sea 
and of'Iakes, and, in general, at all points of the rocky crust 
of the earth. Having reached the bed of a glacier, it conducts 
itself differently, according to circumstances, as I have already 
remarked in a note read to the Philomatbic Society on the 6th 
June 183G. (See Dlmlitut, vol. iv. p. 192, No. 162, June 
15th, 1836.) The flow of heat«aay traverse the entire gla- 
cier, and then become dissipated at its surface; or it may 
stop at the bed of the glacier, and be there entirelyemployed 
in melting the ice; or, more generally, it may become divided 
into two portions, of which the one is employed in melting the 
ice, and the other traverses the ice, and is dissipated at the 
surface by radiation, by contact with the air, &c. 

Hence it results that the maximum quantity of water which 
can result from the action of central heat on the ice and 
snow distributed over the surface of the earth, is represented 
by a sheet of water six millimetres in thickness, having the 
same extent as that ice and that snow, and that the maximum 
quantity which can be produced in a month, is represented by 
a sheet of water half a millimetre in thickness, a quantity cor- 
responding with that produced by a very small fall of rain. 

The quantity of water resulting from the liquefaction 
caused by the sun, and by atmospherical actions, is incompar- 
ably greater. * 

In the physical atlas of Berghaus, the quantity of water 
which falls annually on the elevated portions of the Alps, in 
the state of rain, liail, or snow, is estimated at thirty-five inches, 
or 947 millimetres ; the snows and the glaciers of the Alps 
having remained for many ages in a state almost stationary, 
but more retrograde than progressive, it must necessarily be 
the case that the quantity of water which flows from them 
annually (apart from the evaporation) must be cqujyalent to 
that which falls in all forms ; this quantity Ought even to 
exceed, relatively to the surface really covered by permanent 
snow or ice, the proportion stated* above, because, the slopes 
which are too rapid for the adherence Of snow, throw Off all 
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that they receive into the valleys situated at their base, where 
it accumulates until it liquefies along with that which has fallen 
directly upon them. It thus appears that we should not ex- 
aggerate by calculating at about 1200 millimetres the quan- 
tity of water which flows annually from all the snowy surfaces. 

Nearly the whole of this quantity must flow off in conse- 
quence of superficial liquefaction, and during the six months 
in the course of which tliis superficial liquefaction is percep- 
tible, seeing that the six millimetres which can result from 
the permanent liquefaction" beneath only form a very small 
fraction of it. The quantity of water which the snow and the 
ice of th6 Alps give forth during the summer ought thus to 
amount to 200 millimetres per month, that is to say, about 
400 times the maximum quantity which the flour. of internal 
heat is capable of melting in the same period. 

Hence it results, that in winter, mere threads of water should 
be seen issuing from glaciers, altogether disproportionate to 
the torrents which flow during summer ; and this, indeed, is 
the fact, according to old as well as new observations made 
on glaciers during the winter season ; thus observation con- 
firms the deductions afforded by the theory of heat, and is very 
far from contradicting them, as has been supposed. The 
quantity of water widely the flow of internal heat ought to 
produce from glaciers in winter, is even so small, that at most 
it can account for the slender threads of w'ater which are seen 
running from them ; and that the latter may very well repre- 
sent both the water of liquefaction and the spring water ; it 
is, moreover, quite natural that this small quantity of water 
should be limpid. 

Wc may nevertheless remark, that however feeble may be 
the action exercised by the flux of the internal heat on the 
masses of snow and of ice covering the high mountains, this 
permanent flow of heat is one of the regulators of the extent 
of glaciers. If, the climate remaining the same, the internal 
heat sensibly tdimihished, the glaciers would require to ad- 
vance into the valleys to a considerable extent, in order 
that the increase of Uqiiefaction which would take place at 
their extremity should compensate for the diminished lique- 
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faction produced at the inferior portion* of the whole snowy 
surface. 

Any diminution in the influx of internal heat would also 
have tlic effect, in the course of time, of giving rise to glaciers 
at points where they do not exist at the present day ; and 
this is what must take place in remote futurity when the cen- 
tral heat shall have suffered a sensible diminution. 

In former times, on the contrary, the flow of heat must 
liave been greater than at present, and this cause must have 
tended to render glaciers a little €horter ; if they were more 
extensive at a certain epoch, as every thing seems to indicate, 
su( li an extension must have resulted from differences* between 
the climate of former periods and that of the present day** 

2d Bemar% ; reiaiive to the injluence of external cold on the for-- 
mation of ylacUrs. — Certain expressions, perhaps misinter- 
preted, have been the cause of there being attributed to some 
oi* the individuals who are at present occupied with the theory 
of glaciers, the opinion that the water, formed at their sur- 
face duripg the day, and introduced into the capillary fissures, 
congeals there during the night by the penetration of the noc- 
turnal cold ; but M. do Charpentier, at the end of the interest- 
ing work he has published, Sur les glaciers et sur le terrain 
erratiqiie du bassin da Bhone^ rejects this idea (p. 307), and 
even terms it absurd. In fact, the conductibility of ice, which 
indeed has not yet been measured, cannot be very much 
greater than that of the rocks forming the surface of the 
ground. It is therefore evidenf, that the nocturnal cold can 
only congeal the water in the interior of a glacier to an incon- 
siderable depth, such as that to which the diurnal variations 
of^ temperature penetrate into the ground with a sensible in- 
tensity. 

But then, how can the water become congealed in the in- 
terior of glaciers, as is supposed by the theory which regards 
their progression as an effect of dilatation ! This congelation 
eannot take place without a considerable abstraction of heat. 


* 1 have olsowhoro suggested the supposition as to tliis point, which ap- 
pears to me the most probable. (See Annodfis des Sdeneea Qeologiques, vol . 
i., p. 204, and CompUi Rendns dc I* Academic de‘Scie,ices, vol. xiv., p. 101 •) 
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for we know that water at 0“ (32° F.), in order to become 
converted into ice at 0°, must lose a quantity of heat capable 
of raising the same quantity of water from 0° to 75° cent. 
The phenomenon cannot be easily conceived, unless there exist 
in the interior of the glacier a sort of magazine of cold : this 
magazine of cold cannot be derived from the diurnal variations 
of temperature ; the annual variations alone are capable of pro- 
ducing it. Dqring winter, the temperature of the surface of 
the glacier is lowered to a great many degrees below 0°, and 
this low temperature penetmtes, although with a gradual di- 
minution, into the interior of the mass. The glacier f^^plits up 
in consequence of the contraction resulting from this cuuling. 
At hist the fissures remain empty, and assist in the refrigera- 
tion of glaciers by favouring the introduction of the cold ex- 
ternal air ; but in spring, when the rays of the sun heat the 
surface of the snow which covers the glacier, they restore it 
first of all to 0° (32° F.), and then cause the production of 
water at 0° which falls into the cooled and fissured glacier. 
This water immediately becomes congealed by the disengage- 
ment of the heat which tends to restore tho glacier to 0°, and 
the phenomenon continues until the entire mass of the cooled 
glacier is restored to tho temperature of 0°. 

Hence results a certain amount of expansion which may 
contribute, without any doubt, to the movements of glaciers, 
but which explains still more distinctly one of tho most cuidous 
of the glacier phenomena described by observers. It is, in 
fact, because the glacier thus augments by intussusception, 
while it melts at the surface, that the stones originally en- 
veloped in its mass are cohstantly brought to the upper por- 
tion, where the superficial liquefaction disengages them, as 
has been proved during the last year by MM. Martins and 
Bravais ; it is also on this account that the interior of glaciers 
at last becomes formed of ice nearly pure, as has at all times 
been remarked by the inhabitants of the Alps. 

Evenith® ei^tence of^laciers formed really of ice, like those 
of the Alps, thus results from the annued variations and not 
from the diurnal variations of tho temperature, and it is for 
this reason that t^ere are no glaciers, but only perpetual snows 
under the equator, wfiere there are only diurnal variations of 
temperature. 
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In proposing this theoretical explana'tion of tho formation 
of ico in the interior of glaciers, and of the effects that result 
from it, 1 by no means seek to dispute the conclusions in the 
interesting memoir where Mr Hopkins has lately shewn the 
feebleness of the theory which maintains that the solo cause 
of tlie movement of glaciers is to be found in the effects of di- 
latation. I may oven add, in support of the arguments so well 
developed by the learned Cambridge author, that if the expla- 
nation now given be correct, it is only duriny a short period 
(a few days or a few weeks) that glaciers augment internally, 
and consequently diMe each year. I am also convinced, by 
Hiany reasons which cannot be explained in this notice, that 
the phenomena of expansion are not the sole, or even the*prin- 
cipal cause, of the movement of glaciers, which, with their 
numerous crevasses, appear to me rather to resemble straps 
(ianitres) drawn downwards (as if by the action of a weight), 
than bars which are compressed and pushed by a force pro- 
ceeding from above (as would be the case on the supposition 
of a force resulting from expansion). 


On the Slopes of the Upper Limit of the Erratic Zone, and oh 
their Comparison with the Slopes of Glaciers and of Eiver- 
Courses, lly M. Elif. de Beavuont, Member of the Royal 
Academy of Sciences.* 

The interesting investigations of which the erratic pheno- 
mena of tho Alps have been for some years the object, have 
c«)ntributed to demonstrate an important circumstance that 
pervades tho whole of this class of facts. The traces left by 
the erratic phenomenon rarely extend to the summits of moun- 
tains. They are concentrated in a zone which embraces their 
ba.se, and which has a well defined upper limit. This upper 
limit is very frequently marked either by tho passage of tho 
rounded rocks {roches moutonnees) into the angular socks, or 
by the highest terraces formed of erratic materials. 

Tn a district of small extent, the upper limit often seems to 
bo indicated by a horizontal line, but this is an illusion caused 


* Kc.'ul to Uie riiilomiitluc SiKiqJ.y on the 13th August 1843., ’ 




116 M. do Beaumont on the Glacier Theory. 

by tho slight inclination of tho lino. Although tho amount is 
but littlo, yot the upper limit of the erratic zone is sensibly 
inclined ; and this limit is fonned by a surface which gradually 
sinks from the centre of the mountainous region towards its 
edges, cutting the flanks of tho mountains in lines very dif- 
ferent from horizontal ones. 

The knowledge of the inclination of the upper limit of tho 
erratic zone, is one of the mo.st essential elements of the pro- 
blem to which the erratic phenomena have given rise. It is 
a bed of Procrustes^ in which' all the theories that may be pro- 
pounded pn the subject must necessarily be tested. 

We are now in possession of many data as to tho absolute 
height of the upper level of tho traces of the erratic pheno- 
mena ; but these heights have rarely been combined with the 
horizontal distances of the points to ^hich they refer, so as to 
admit of the inclination of the suiface-liniit being deduced. 1 
have made this calculation for the valley of the Rhone from 
the Grimsel to the Lake of Geneva ; for the valley of tho 
Drance from the Saint-Bernard to Martigny ; and for the por- 
tion of thf basin of Lower Switzerland over which the erratic 
phenomenon of the Valais extends. I have also made it fur 
some parts of the valley of the Aar. Perhaps the publication 
of these numerical results may cause the publication of ana- 
logous calculations for the other valleys of the Alps, and for 
those of the Pyrenees, tho Vosges, &c. The following is the 
table 

Height of the Upper Limit of tlte Erratic Zone. 

lilftros. 


Near the Col du Grimsel (about), «... 2300 

Near jEmcn (Valais) (Charpentier), .... 1813 

In the basin of Bricg, ••••.. 1320 

In the vicinity of Martigny, . • . . . 1450 

Near the Great Saint-Bcmard (about)^ . • • . 2500 

At the Mountain of Flan-y-bcuf (Charpentier), . . 17G9 

Above Monthey, . . . . . .1157 

At the rocks of Mimissp, • • . • . 1025 

At the huts of PJayauy . * • • . . • 1222 

On the slope of Chasseron (Jura), • . . . 1050 

Geneva (the Lake), ••••.. 875 

N^ve of Ober-Aar (limit of the roches moutonndes), , . 2924 

Grimsdl (the Col itself), • . • . • . 2200 

BfuQig Qthe Col')g # • , • • • 1103 
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By combining tliesc numbers with tho-distances of the points 
to which the heights they express refer, measured on Keller s 
map, I have prepared the following table, which indicates the 
inclination of the Upper limit of the erratic zone from one 
point to another. 

IncUnaiiom of the Upper Limit of the Erratic Zone. 


Points compared. 


Clhasscron^ • . . 
Griniscl, .... 
Mnrtigny, . • . • 

Grimscl, .... 

FlayaUy 

Grimsel, .... 
Cliasseron, . • . 

.^ rnen , 

Playau, 

NM of the Ober- 

Aar ^ 

Grimsel .... 
(Limit of the roclies 
nioutomUes). 
Grimsol, .... 
Brunig, .... 
(The two Cols merely, 
uro compared) 


Distance of 
the different 
Points. 

DliTercnco 
of Height of 
the two 
Joints. 

m. 

m. 

25,000 

487 

10,000 

293 

80,000 

70 

#,000 

731 

.18,000 

319 

18,000 

293 

44,000 

425 

49,000 

585 

44,000 

228 

92,000 

400 

49,000 

172 


719 

• 

125,000 

1450 

121,000 

850 

185,000 

1078 

213,000 

1250 

140,000 

691 

13,500 

624 

• 

29/)00 

1037 

• 

• 


Slope in De- 
cimal Fmc- 
tions. 

Slope ill De- 
grees, Mi- 
nute 8, and 
Seconds. 



0.019480 


0.018312 


0.000876 

BB 

0.048730 

2 47 24 

.0.017722 

1 0 55 

0.016277 

0 65 57 

0.009650 

0 33 12 

0.011938 

0 41 2 

0.006182 

0 17 48 

0.004348 

0 14 5 G 

0.003510 

0 12 4 

0.008536 

0 22 28 

0.01 ICOO 

0 39 52 

0.007026 

0 24 9 

0.000333 

0 22 27 

0.005869 * 

0 20 10 

0.004221 

0 14 3 

.0.046211 

2 38 45 

• 

• 


0.035768 

2 2 52 


• 


Grimsel, . 

-^lilrnon, . . 

Allmen, . ^ 

13ricg, . . 

Briejj, . . 

Martigny, . . 

Groat Saint-Bcrnard, 
Plan-y-bcuf, . 
rian-y-beuf, 
Martigny, . 

Martigny, . 

Monthoy, • 

Martigny, . 

Mimissc, . 

I^liinissc, • 

Genova, 

Martigny, . 

Playau, . . 

Martigny, . 
Cliasscron, 

Playau, , . 

Cliasscron, 
Plan-y-bcuf, 
Cliasscron, 

Great Saint-Bcrnard, 
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This tdble, if farther extended, would express completely 
the features of the erratic phenomenon, and would be of utility 
in interpreting its real nature. We might bo guided in the 
choice of hypotheses by the comparison of this tabic with other 
tables expressing similar features in certain natural pheno- 
mena. 

At the end of my Memoir on Etna,* I have given a table of 
the slopes of some glaciers. It would be desirable that this 
table should be extended, in order that we might see what is 
the lower limit of the slopei^on which glaciers are capable of 
moving. At present I am not acquainted with any glacier in 
the Alps 'which moves for a considerable extent (a league for 
example) over a slope of distinctly less inclination than 3°. 

I have also presented to the Philomathic Society a table 
expressing the features of currents of water, by giving the 
slopes of the courses of a great nunAr of rivers and torrents. 
These slopes have, so to speak, neither an inferior limit^nor a 
superior limit, because there arc many vertical cascades, and 
we find the Seine and the Rhone in certain parts of their course 
flowing over slopes of very slight inclination, of four and of 
eight seconds. The mobility of tho molecules of water accounts 
sufflciently for the variety presented by the slopes of courses 
of water. We may remark, however, that the study of courses 
of water leads us to consider slopes of much smaller inclina- 
tion generally than those of glaciers : the Rhone, between 
Lyons and Arles, flows on a mean slope of 0.000553, or of 
T 54" ; tho Rhine, between Bale and Lauterbourg, flows on a 
mean slope of 0.000647, or of 2' 13". Now, the Rhine and 
the Rhone are two very rapid rivers, and the Doubs, which, in 
the environs of Besangonr flows on a slope of 0.001000, or of 
3' 26", reaches about the limit of the slopes of navigable rivers. 
This slope, however, is only about a fiftieth or sixtieth of the 
smallest slopes of glaciers over spaces of some extent. 

The slopes of the upper limit of the erratic zone are intcr- 
mediaf^^betw^en those ,of glaciers and those of the great navi- 


* A-tutolct det ilinctf 3d Sorios, vul. x., p. 5G6 (1836), and Jfetnohrei pour 
lervir'd tine d«0Hpiivn G(olo^ue,d6 la Frame, voL iv., p. 215, 
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gable rivers. They are of an inferior order to the slopes of 
glaciers, whereas they are of the same order as those of the 
most impetuous torrents. These slopes, without any excep- 
tion, would be very considerable for rivers of a few yards in 
depth, and they would be enormous tov masses of water having 
a section equal to those determined by the limits of the erratic 
zone in the valleys of the Alps, sections having a depth of 
from 800 to 1000 yards ! With such slopes and such sections, 
the currents of water would have frightful rapidity ; currents of 
mud, even the most viscid, forming nants saumges on a gigan- 
tic scale, would also acquire enormous rapidity, and be capable 
of prodigious effects. 

The rabidity of a liquid augments with the slope of its sur- 
face, and with the depth of its section ; of this the rapidity 
acquired by all rivers when hooded is a demonstrative proof. 
Oil the contrary, it is doubtful if a very thick glacier expe- 
riences less difficulty than a thinner one in its movement over 
a gentle slope. This is an essential point to which attention 
ought to be paid in the comparison of these two classes of 
transporting agents. Acquired velocity has no share in the 
movement of glaciers. 

Such a difference exists between the rlgitne of ice in move- 
ment and that of running water, that by preparing three com- 
parative tables^ one of the above-mentioned features of glaciers, 
another of those of streams of water, and a third of those 
of erratic phenomena, a powerful aid would be obtained in 
determining the cause of the fast. 


Description of the genus Cuma^ and of Two New Genera nearly 
allied to it. By Henry D. S. Goodsir, Esq. Communi- 
cated by the Author.* (No V.) With Plates. 

During the summers of 1841 and 1842, 1 obtained a num- 
ber of crustaceous animals, which I arrange^ proflliscuously 
under the genus Cuma of M. Edwards, it being my intention 


Head before the Wernerian Natural llisi4Ty Society, Dec. Id, 1842. 
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to publish them at that time under tliis arrangement. I 
waited, however, until it could be satisfactorily pi’oved whether 
they were perfect animals, or, according to the suspicions of 
M. Edwards, merely the larvte of some Decapodous Crustacea. 
I have now satisfied myself that they are perfect animals, and 
at the same time have discovered the types of two new genera, 
which places the group in a still more interesting point of 
view. 

I have applied the name liodotria to one of these genera, 
and Alauna to the other ; the former being the ancient name 
of the Fii'th of Forth, at the month of which all those animals 
’ were got and the latter, the ancient name of the river Forth. 

The latter of these genera {Alauna) may be the genus Con~ 
diflums of Latreille, as I have never seen that author’s de- 
scription ; but whether it be so or not there cannot bo any 
danger in applying the name Alauna, as Condjlurus had been 
previously used amongst the Mammalia. 

As I had a greater number of specimens of the Cmia Ed- 
mardsii than of any of the others, I have been enabled to make 
out the structure of that species with greater minuteness. 

These animals are very like small prawns in their general 
appearance ; but they bear perhaps in this respect a gi-eater 
likeness to the species of the genus Nelalia than to any other 
known Crustaceans. 

The shell is hard and brittle, cracking under pressure. All 
the species are of a pale straw colour. The thoracic portion 
of the body is large and swollen ; it is composed of six seg- 
ments ; the abdomen is longer, and is composed of seven seg- 
ments. 

M. Edwards, in his Memoir on the genus Cuma, published 
in the 13th vol. of the Ann. dcs Sc. Nat., considers that the 
whole of the first and largest segment of the body constitutes 
the head. In all the specimens which I have dissected, I have 
found a suture running across this segment, immediately be- 
fore th^^iddla paft of.it; this is observed very distinctly in 
the Ouma trispinosa, in the Bodotria arenosa, and also in the 
genus Alaima. The first of these parts I consider to be the 
head ; the second part as the first thoracic segment. To the 
fifst find attachedf the rostrum, eyes, antennae, oi’gans of 
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the mouth, and footjaws fotlr in number. The second part 
bears the first pair of true aTnbulatory legs ; these legs consti- 
tuting (according to M. Edwards) the third pair of footjaws. 

The second thoracic segment is quite obsolete in M. Ed- 
ward’s species (^uma Avdomnii) ; it is but slightly observed in 
the (7. Kdvsar^i \ in the C7. triqpinosa^ however, it becomes 
quite apparent, being of considerable breadth at the dorsal 
portion. In the Alaana rostrata also, we find this segment 
quite developed throughout its whole extent, and the second 
pair of thoracic legs arising from it. 

These two thoracic segments (the first and second)^ bear the 
compound legs in the genera Cuma and Bodotria^ in which two 
genera the^our following segments bear the four pairs of 
simple legs. In the genus Alauna^ however, we find a dif- 
ferent arrangement, there being an equal number of simple 
and compound legs, thi^e pairs of each. 

The eyes in this tribe of animals are exceedingly small ; 
they are pedunculated, but sessile, and are placed very close 
together ; they are situated near the posterior part of the 
head, a short distance behind the rostrum, and on the mesial 
lino. They are covered by the shell, owing to which, and 
their proximity to one another, the animal is at first sight apt 
to be considered as monoculous. The rostrum is short and 
truncated in the genus Cuma ; is almost altogether awanting 
in Bodotria^ but is well developed in Alauna^ being of consi- 
derable length and pointed. • 

The antennso undergo considerable changes in the different 
genera of this tribe. In Cuma we find the superior antennm 
consisting of a single scale-like joint, armed with a number of 
strong spines ; the inferior antennm* are five-jointed, being 
in general very little longer than the rostrum. lit Bodotria 
the superior antenn® are altogether obsolete, and the inferior 
antenn® are very short. In Alauna again, 'we find the an- 
tenn® more developed ; the superiort consisting of a single 
jointed peduncle, and a long multiarticulate filameiat which 
is covered with hairs. The inferior pairj are eight or nine- 
jointed, and are somewhat larger than the rostrum. The 
organs of the mouth consist of one pair of maxill®,§ three 
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pairs of mandibles^^'and two pairs of foot-jaws.t These last 
organs will be found minutely described under Cuma Edtvardsn, 
the species which I have been enabled to examine most mi- 
nutely. 

The true legs may be classed into compound and simple. 
The compound legs, as we have already stated, are four in 
number in the genera Cuma and Bodotria ; but six in Alatina, 
The first, or compound legs, are divided into two parts, the 
anterior or ambulatory, and the posterior or natatory. The 
simple legs are mueh shorter than the compound, and are 
more adapted for prehension ; but they are unarmed with 
claws, and are seldom used for this purpose. 

The abdomen is moniliform, seven jointed, in all the genera. 
The last joint is very small in the genera Cuma and Bodotria ; 
but in Alauna we find this segment very much developed. 
All the genera have the sixth abdom^al segment armed with 
a pair of long bifurcated styles. The genera Cuma and 
Alauna are quite free of appendages to the other abdominal 
segments ; but in Bodotria we find that all the abdominal 
segments are armed with a pair of bifurcated appendages.ij: 

Owing to the opacity of the shell, I have not been able as 
yet to make out the minuter parts of the anatomy of those 
animals. The intestinal canal consists of a long straight tube, 
considerably dilated as it passes through the thoracic portion 
of the body ; when it reaches the abdominal portion it sud- 
denly becomes much narrower. 

The anal aperture is found in the seventh abdominal seg- 
ment. 

The branchise§ are situated on each side of the thorax, 
immediately above the insertions of the legs, an(t approach, 
in their bomb-like appearance, to those of the higher Crus- 
tacea. Interiorly, each of them is connected with the su- 
perior foot-jaws, and excepting that connection, lies appa- 
rently quite free in a sac formed by the reflection of a thin 
transparent membrane^ which lines the internal surface of 
the thorax. The superior part of the branchiae consists]|of 
one continuous piece, which is bent in a hook-like manner at 
its posterior extremity ; the branchiae themselves arise from 
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the inferior edge of this part, and are about sixteen or seven- 
teen in number ; they are not laminated like tliosc of the higher 
Crustacea, but consist of one large piece, which is apparently 
composed of a great number of cells. 

The organs of generation are not apparent in the male, but 
in the female, iind, especially when she is loaded with spawn, 
these organs are at once perceptible. They are very similar 
in their structure and appearance to the same parts in the fe- 
male M^sis. They consist of four scales, which arise from 
the inferior edge of tlie thoracic Segments. These scales are 
of an irregular oval shape, concave internally, and convex ex- 
ternally, and they are overlapped by one another.* The eggs 
are of considerable size, and of a bright straw colour, ^t is 
from the genus Cuma only that these observations were taken 
in regard to the organs of generation. 

When a portion of the skin, or shell rather, is placed under 
the microscope, it presents a very beautiful appearance ; it 
apparently consists of a great number of nuclei, arranged in 
some degree of order. These nuclei are stellated, and here 
and there larger nuclei may be observed, the edges of which 
arc quite smooth.t 

The structure of these animals is so peculiar, as to render 
the assignation (at present) of a proper place in a natural ar- 
rangement of the class, a point of very considerable difficulty. 
This arises in a great measure, without doubt, from our very 
limited knowledge of the class. ^ I rather think, however, that 
they should be ranged among the lower Decapoda macroura. 

Genus Cuma {Edwards). 

Generic Characters . — The superior antenncD arc single-jointed, and scale- 
like ; the inferior antennte arc iivc-jointed. The caudal styles have the 
double terminal scales biarticulate, the last of which is* always the 
shortest. 

Cuma Edwardsii^ mihi.!^ 

C. — ^With the superior antennm rhomboidal ; with the ambulatory divi- 
sion of the first pair o^legs, with the first joint bent at .w obtuse 
angle ; with the thumb-like process single-jointed, and with Che last 
joints clavatc. Length, 4 lines. Hab. Frith of Forth. 

Description . — The whole animal is of a fine straw colour, with a delicate 
tinge of j)iiik, which is brighter in certain lights ; the shell is quite 

t Plate H. Fig 19..( t Plate II.*Fig. 1. 
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' rougli, which is cnuscd hy the great number of shallow fovcoo with 
which the whole surface is thickly covered. This, and the following 
species, arc perhaps the smallest of the genus ; at the same time, they 
are much thicker and stronger in proportion to their size than the other 
species. The rostrum is short, thick, and suddenly truncated obliquely. 
The antennoe are minute ; the first or superior pair arc almost obsolete ; 
they consist of one joint only, which is rhomboidal ; the extremity of 
each is armed with several strong but minute hairs or spines ; they 
arise from the truncated extremity of the rostrum. The inferior an- 
tennro* arise from the inferior surface and base of the rostrum ; they 
are considerably larger than Jthe superior pair ; they arc five-jointed, 
the third joint being the longest, the fifth or last is extremely small, 
and is armed with three very strong jiointcd and articulated spines. 
These flair of antennoa are somewhat longer than the rostrum. The 
foot jaws arc rather powerful, and have a great resemblance to the 
following pairs of feet. The first, or superior pair, arc the smallest ; 
the first joint is of considerable length, being equal to all the others 
combined ; it is rather bent and broad, and is armed at its distal ex- 
tremity with two thumb-like processes or tubercles. Two very long 
and slender spines, which arc almost as long as the foot-jaw itself, 
arise from the middle part of this segment ; the external spine is free 
of spinulcs altogether, but the internal is armed, on its external edge 
only, with a great number of articulated spinulcs. The second seg- 
ment of tills foot-jaw is ver^' short, and its posterior edge bears two 
very short articulated spines of equal length ; these spines are spiiii- 
ferous. The third segment is almost equal in length to the first, and, 
like the second, also gives rise to nine or ten articulated and spinife- 
rous spines. The fourth segment is small and rounded, being also 
armed on its posterior edge with simple spines. The fifth segment is 
thiinib-likc, and spinous on its posterior edge. 

The external pair of footjaws arc much larger than the internal ; they arc 
five jointed, and arc armed in the same way as the first pair, except 
that the external edge of the first segment is armed at regular inter- 
vals with small tufts of very fine hairs ; the extremity of the second 
segment is also armed with a very long articulated and spiniferous 
spine, ^hese two extremities just described arc in general lying in 
such a way as to cover the organs of the moutli.t 
The two first pairs of legs are constantly conocaled beneath the carapace 
when the animal is at rest, covering the footjaws and the organs of the 
mouth, and appear only to bo used when the animal is swimming. 
The anterior gr anfbiilatpry division is n^tc-jointed ; the first joint is 
aboiit twice fhe length of all the others combined ; it is considerably 
bent and very broad ; its internal edge is armed at regular intervals 
with pcnnieillatcd tufts of hair ; the three following segments arc quite 
frcfi of spines, .but the last is armed at its extremity with a strong claw 
^ and two smaller spines. An articulated thumb-like^ and cbclate joint 


♦ Plate II. Fig. 5. 
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arises from the extremity of the first segment, 'immediately internal to 
the four last segments. The natatory or posterior division of this leg 
is multiarticulatc ; the two first segnicnts arc longest, being equal in 
length to the first segiiiciit of the anterior division ; the remaining seg- 
ments arc minute, about nine or ten in number, each of which gives 
off a very long spiniferous setum, which is articulated at its distal half.* 
The second thoracic leg of this species presents to us one of those 
beautiful and delicate structures which it is impossible cither to de- 
scribe or delineate with even a remote degree of accuracy. The am- 
bulatory division is very long and slender, six-jointed : the first joint 
is long and vQty much fiattened, but tapers from the middle towards 
its distal extremity, which is armed with a very long and pointed spine ; 
the following joints arc all equal to one another in length, qxcept the 
last, which is minute. The natatory division of this leg is seven or 
eight' jointccl, and is equal in length to the first segment of tlie cTtlier 
division. The five last segments arc all armed ;ivith long articulated 
and spiniferous setm, which smaller spines arc again spinulose.t The 
four following pairs of legs arc simple, that is, thej’ arc merely ambu- 
latory ; they are all six-jointed, and arc very spiny. The segments of 
the body from which they arise arc all ovoid, their dorsal edge being 
sharp and pointed.^ 

The abdominal portion of the body is long and slender, seven-jointed 
and moniliform ; the Inst joint is minute, and lies between the caudal 
styles which arise from the extremit}’^ of the sixth segment ; these 
styles are of no great length in this species ; they arc composed of 
three parts ; each style consists of a long jointed peduncle, from the 
distal extremity of which two biarticulatcd scales arise ; these scales 
lie one above the other. The first segment of the peduncle is some- 
what longer than the sixth abdominal segment ; the first segments of 
the scales are about half the length, and the last segment about one- 
fourth the length of the peduncle ; tfic inner edge of the superior scales 
Is armed with a number of long, pointed, and articulated spines. Tlic 
spines which arise from the inner edge of the inferior scales are more 
numerous ; they arc all bent, their points being turned backwards ; the 
convex or anterior edges of all these spines arc very much serrated. || 

I have named this species after M. Edwards, the founder of the genus, 
and the leading crustaceologist of the day. 

Cuma A udotiiniu Edwards. § 

C. With the superior antenme very small ; with the first joint of the am- 
bulatory division of the first pair of legs alyiost bent ^t right z^ np lcs ; 
the terminal joints oval, and the thumb-like process tnultiarticufatc. 
Long four lines to five. Hab., Frith of Forth. 

Bessription . — Under casual observation this species is very apt to be mis- 
taken for that last described, but by careful examination the difieresce is 

^ ^ 

* Plato 1 1. !■ ijr. 10. t Tlato II. 0. P’ato 11 . Pi rr. 11,1?. 
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found to be very material. In its general appearance, this species resem- 
blcs the Cuma Edusardsii, The first thoracic segment, however, is longer 
and not so rounded ; the rostrum is shorter and more pointed^ and the eyes 
are larger ; the flattened surface on the sides of this species is not so de- 
cided. The second thoracic segment is more hid ; the third is larger, 
ovoid, and rounded ; the adjoined scale projects backwards ; the fourth 
segment is of the same shape as the third, but not nearly so large ; the 
fifth ends in a sharp point, both superiorly and inferiorly ; the sixth 
thoracic segment is clavate. The superior antennm are very small, and 
scarcely to be distinguished from the rostrum. The inferior antenneo 
are very similar to those of the Cuma Edwardstu The foot-jaws are 
also similar in their structure to those of the last described species ; the 
ambulatory division of the first leg is fivc-jointed ; the first-joint is very 
much bent, and is of considerable breadth ; the two last joints are 
qidtc oval, and the last nonchelate. The internal thumb-like process, 
instead of being composed of one-joint only, as in the last described 
species, consists of four or five segments, which arc all aimed with 
short spiniferous and pointed spines ; the natatory portion of this leg 
is multiarticulatc, the extreme joints being very small, so as to place 
the long spiniferous setm very close to one another.'^ 

The second pair of legs are very short.t The four last pairs of legs arc 
similar in their structure to those of the hist described species. The ab- 
domen and caudal fins also bearing a similar resemblance. 

This species is apparently the Cuma Audouinii of M, Edwards, but 
whether it is or not I cannot bo quite certain. 

Cmna trispinosa^ 

C , — With the dorsal ridge of the carafacc surmounted by three spines, 
with the ambulatory division of the first pair of legs extremely short, 
and with the second thoracic segment well developed. Long, 8 lines. 
Hab., Frith of Forth. « 

Description.— This is a most characteristic species, and brings out several 
points of material consequence in the character of the genus. This 
species has the body quite smooth, and of the same colour as the pre- 
ceding. It is the largest of all the species, but is more slender. The 
thoracic .segments are not so deep as those of the preceding species, 
and the lateral compression is awanting. The rostnun is sharp-pointed, 
and bent considerably upwards ; the eyes are small, and the dorsal 
ridge immediately behind the eye is surmounted with three thick short 
spines. The second thoracic segment is of considerable extent at its 
dorsal part, liit is* quitq obsolete at the middle ; it again, however, 
makes its appearance at its inferior part, where it supports the second 
pair of compound legs. The four following segments gradually de- 
crease in 'size The superior antennm arc of considerable size, oblong 
and spinous. The inferior antenn© are much longer than the rostrum. 
The ambulatory divis^n of the first pair of legs is extremely short, and 

J Plato iV. Fig. 1(J. 
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ilic first joint is of no great brcadtli. The natatory division is about 
the same length as the first joint of the anterior division.* 

The second pair of legs are very long and slender ; the first segment is 
not broader than tlie following joints^ and is armed internally at its ex- 
tremity with a very long spine.t 
The simple feet arc extremely spiny. J 

The abdominal portion of the body is very long and slender^ the fifth 
segment being the longest. The caudal styles are long, slender, and 
pointed ; the internal scale has the last joint pointed and armed with 
two spines ; the last segment of the external scale is more obtuse. || 

Genus ALAUN^f, milii.' 

Generic Characters , — The superior antennte are composed of a peduncle 
and a inuUi-articulatc filament. The inferior antenneo arc eiglft-jointed. 
The three first pair of legs are compound. The internal scale of Jllie 
caudal stylets composed of three segments, and the external of one. 

Alauna rostrata^ mihi. 

Description . — The whole animal is of a beautiful bright straw colour, 
inclining to yellow. The thoracic portion of the body is very large 
and swollen. The first segment ur carapace is almost oval. The ros- 
trum is long, pointed, and is bent upwards at its ext Anity. The cj'cs, 
which arc of considerable size, aro situated at the base of the rostrum. 
The superior pair of antennoo are very slender, consisting of a delicale 
filament covered with hairs, which arises from a short peduncle ; these 
antennm arc almost equal in length to the rostrum.” 

The inferior antennoo arc much longer, consisting of eight joints slightly 
spinous j the distal extremity of the third is armed with a strong multi- 
articulate spine.’ The foot-jaws arc seen projecting considerably beyond 
the edge of the carapace ; they are very spiny, and the last joint but 
one isurmed with a long articulated spiniferous spine.^ 

The first pair of legs are extremely short ; the thumb-like process at the 
extremity of the ambulatory division is single-jointed and spiniferous.’ 
The second pair of legs arc also short.® The ambulatory division of 
the third pair of legs is very long and slender, being almost as long as 
that of the second pair of legs; the fifth joint is the longest. The na- 
tatory division is as long as the first four joints of the ambulatory .» The 
simple legs are very spiny on their anterior edges.® 

The abdomen is short and thick, seven-jointed, the last joint being pro- 
duced into a long spine which is spiniferous on either edge ; the anal 
aperture is seen near the base of this segment. T^e caudal styles arise 
from the sixth segment, and they arc much more coll9plicatcd*'1lhan 
those of the foregoing genera. The first segment is slightly clavate, 
longer than the seventh abdominal segment, and armed wMi a single 

* Plato III. Fig. 3. t Plato III. Fig. 4.^ , { Plato III. Fig! 6. , 
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row of spines on its inner edge. The internal scale consists of one joint 
onlj ' ; it is very spiny^ and is about half the length of the external. 
The external scale is composed of three .joints^ the two first of which 
arc equal in length to one another ; the third is about twice the length 
of both of these^ and is very spiny at its extremity. 

Long, half-an-inch. Ilab., Frith of Forth. 

Having only obtained one specimen of Alauna rostraia^ and 
one also of Bodotria arenosa^ 1 have not been able to examine 
the structure of these two genera satisfactorily. 

Genus IJodotria, mihi. 

Generic Characters , — The first, second, third, fourth, and fifth abdominal 
segments arc each armed with a pair of bifurcated finlets. The two 
terminal scales of the caudal styles are single-jointed. 

Bodotria arenosa^ mihi. 

Description , — The carapace is almost oval, rostrum awanting, that part 
of the carapace being merely rounded off. The superior antennm arc 
quite obsolete. The inferior pair are of considerable length, and arc 
terminated by means of two long spines. 

The ambulatory division of the first pair of legs has the first joint of a 
very great size, being very much flattened and slightly curved. The 
four remaining joints, together witlAhc internal thumb, arc very spiny. 
The natatory division of the leg is six-jointed, the four last joints giving 
rise to as many long spiniferous spines, which are articulated at their 
distal halves. The external edge of these spines arc siuniferous at tlic 
articulated half only. The ambulatory division of the second pair of 
legs has the first segment very broad, and tapering gradually towards 
its distal extremity, from which arises a very long, articulated, and 
spiniferous spine. 

The abdominal finlets arc five in^ number. They arc composed of two 
parts, viz., the first or pedicle, and the second or bifurcation ; the pe- 
dicle is of considerable length, from the extremity of which there arises 
two scales, which arc armed on their margins with long spiniferous 
spines, which are much longer than the finlet itself. 

The first segment of the caudal styles tapers very slightly, and the two 
terminal scales are each of them single-jointed, and end by means of 
very fine points. The external is armed at its extremity with two 
spines. Long, 5 lines. 

This genus forms doubtless a link between the Stomapoda of M. Edwards 
an^^ic higher Crifstacep. 

In their habits all these animals seem to agree. I have not 
been abl# to observe any thing peculiar in them. They swim 
with very great rapidity, and on stopping they fall to the bot- 
iom.on the sand or grdvel, without attempting to lay hold of 
anything, as 1 have, already ^remarked, seldom using their feet 
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as a moans of prehension. They free tlremselves with great 
dexterity from any weight which may happen to fall on them. 
I have often placed the point of a needle on their thorax and 
pressed tliem down into the sand; tho animal immediately 
frees itself with very little apparent trouble, by means of its 
tail. The extremity of the tail is placed against the needle with 
one of the styles on either side of it, and by pressing upwards 
in this way, it soon regains its liberty. 

They frecpicnt sandy banks, and chiefly those where there 
is a little sea-weed. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE PLATES. 

Plato II. 

rig. 1. Cuma Edwardm. 

... 2, n, 4^ 5. Organs of the mouth. 

... 0. fiizc of Cuma Edwardsii. 

... 7. A superior and an inferior footjaw. 

... fi. One of the inferior antemioj. 

... y. One of the second imir of compound feet. ' 

... 10. One of the first pair of compound feet. 

... 11. One of the first pair of simple feet. 

... 12. One of the second pair of simple feet. 

... 13. Caudal styles. 

... 14. Enlarged view of Cutua Audauinii. 

... 15. Natural size. 

... IG. One of the first pair of compound feet of C. Audouiniu 
... 17. One of the abdominal appendages of Bodotria arenosa. 

... 18. Portion of the shell of Cuma Bdwardsu, very much magnified. 

Plato III. 

Fig. 1. Enlarged view of Cuma trispinosa, 

... 2. Natural size. 

... 3. One of the first pair of legs. 

... 4. One of tho second pair of legs. 

... 5. One of the caudal styles. 

... 6. One of the simple legs. 

... 7. Enlarged view of the carapace of the Cuma trispinosa. 

... Q. Bodotria arenosa. 

... 9. Natural size. 

... 10. One of the first pairs of legs. 

... 11. One of the second pairs of legs. 

... 12. Enlarged view of anterior part of carapace. 

... 13. One of the caudal styles. 
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Plate IV. 

Fig. 1. Alauna rostrata, 

... 2. Natural size. 

... 3. One of the superior antonnoc. 

••• 4. One of the inferior antenncc. 

... 5. Enlarged view of the anterior part of the carapace, with one of 
the footjaws projecting from its anterior edge, 

... G. One of the first pair of compound legs. 

... 7. One of the second pair of compound legs. 

... 8. One of the simple legs. 

9. One of the third pair of compound legs. 

... 10. Caudal styles. 

... 11. B^^anchim of Cuma Edwardsiiy with one of the footjaM; nH ached. 
... 12. One of the second pair of compound legs of Cuma Auduninn^ 
with the ovarian scale attached. 


Description of a Self Registering Tide-Gauge^ invented Mr 
John Maxton, Engineer, Leith.* With a Plate. Com- 
municated by the Royal Scottish Society of Arts. 

The machine represented in Plate V. was designed by me for 
registering the amount of tidal rise at any point on the coast, 
as at a sea-port or navigable river, or in any situation where 
it is of importance to ascertain the whole rise of the tides for 
a length of time. Several instruments have been invented 
for this purpose, and some of these are now in use, it is be- 
lieved, both in this country and in France ; but that which I 
have ^vented, and am now to describe, seems more simple in 
its construction, and promises to be, at least, as well, if not 
better, calculated to effect the object for which it is intended, 
than any other construction that has come under my notice. 

In figs. 1 and 2, a is a plate of ® of an inch thick, with 
dovetailed feathers 6 6, on its surface, between which are 

to 

grooves represented by the dark spaees, ^ inch in depth ; in 
these grooves are placed moveable studB, e e, which arc made 
to slide easily along the whole length of the grooves, and be- 
fore the machine .begins to operate, the whole of them are 
sek<ftiar the Centre of *the plate in two lines, as shewn in the 
upper part of fig. 1. Each groove represents the rise .and fall 
of a tide ; and there being two tides in the twenty-four hours, 
two. of these grooves^ aye employed in registering one day’s 
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tides. From the mechanism of the machine the studs on the 
right hand of the centre or zero line are for registering the 
height ; and those on the left the lowness of the tides as 
measured from the half tide level. The figures on the right 
and left margins correspond to tlie days of the month ; and 
the drawing represents a register for twenty-eight days’ tides, 
or one lunar month. In figs. 1 and -3, / is a pulley with a 
cord or small chain passing round it ; to one end of the cord 
is attached a float g (fig. 3 .), and U> the other end of the cord 
is a weight h (figs. 1 and 3 ), which acts as a counter balance 
to the float. On the axle of the large pulley /, is a lunion r, 
and the smaller the diameter of the pinion is, in proportion 
to that of the pulley, the narrower and more compact the re- 
gistering plate or table (fig. 1) will be. Letter j represents 
a rack ; the number of teeth and revolutions of pinion a*, dur- 
ing the whole range of tide, determining the length of the 
rack and the proportion of the scales of feet and inches at the 
top and bottom <jf the registering plate (fig. 1.) Connected 
with the horizontal rack is a vertical guide or traversing 
bar /, which is made to move the whole breadth of the table 
by its rack and the pinion. At the top and bottom of the 
vertical bar arc pullies for running along the guide-rods w- 
In the vertical bar there is a groove, in which the sliding bush 
r, is made to move freely up and down ; to this bush is at- 
tached a cord, passing over the "pulley at the upper end of 
the bar, and a constant strain is kdj^t on the cord over the pul- 
ley by a w'cight 7 , to prevent the bush from falling downwards. 
In the bush ^ is a pin wdiich projects into the dovetailed grooves, 
between the feathers 4, and slides easily along in them, as the 
bar / traverses either way. This pin moves the studscc,^o their 
proper places for indicating high and low tide. Letter r, as will 
bo explainedpresently, representsmoveable tongues or switches, 
having joints at one end, so loose, tlmt when lifted they will fall 
down again by their own weight. 

We shall suppose that the machine has register^ the tidSF 
as far as the second tide, on the 9th of the month, as shewm 
in the diagram (the studs below this being all shewn as moved 
to their places, and those in the upper gv.oaves remaining uA- 
movcd\ and that the tide on the Ojth has fallen 7 feet from 
the datum line (imu'kcd 0 on the scale), to this position, there- 
fore; the pin in the btir-h z l as moved the sliding stud from tl^e 
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original position in which it was set. Supposing the tide be- 
gan to flow when the machine was in this last position, by the 
float g (fig. 3), rising, it would reverse the motion of pulley 
and pinion, and bring the rack and traversing bai* towards the 
right, or towards high water, on the table. After having left 
the sliding piece at its position for denoting low water on the 
9th of the month, it is* now proceeding towards the sliding 
piece for denoting high water on the lOtli ; and when the 
bush and pin come to the tongue or switch, the pin moves up 
the inclined piano and on tow'ards the right, moving the slid- 
ing piece for denoting high water on the 10th to its right po- 
sition for that tide. Supposing now the tide to ebb, the ac- 
tion of the float reverse's the wlicel, pinion, racle, and travers- 
ing-bar, and wlien the bush and i>in come to the under side of 
the tongue, towards the left, the pin will lilt the tongue by 
the strain produced by the weight on the cord which is at- 
tached to the bush ; and havinglifted the tongue, and passed 
on in a straight line, the tongue falls immediately by its own 
weight after the pin in the bush ;r, has passed it ; and com- 
ing back for the next high water, the pin has to move up the 
inclined plane as before, and so on with the wliole of them. 

The snugs s, arc for fixing the machine securely by sci’cws 
to any convenient place for its reception. 

There is another way that might be adopted for the float 
giving motion to the maclune than a cord and pulley (sec fig. 
4.) A vertical rack o, attached to the float to work a spur- 
wheel y, wdiich could be of the same diameter at the pitch- 
line as the diameter of the pulley f so as not to derange the 
other parts and scales. The vertical rack might bo more cor- 
rect in the event of a cord being apt to stretch, which, how- 
ever, would be obviated with a chain ; but for high tides, say 
20 or 21 feet, a rack would be very unwieldy, for it would re- 
quire to bo equal in length to the highest tides. 

The full size gf the registering part of the machine is about 
S^et square over all, and 2 J inches in depth ; and if made of 
brass (as iron is apt to corrode from the action of tlig moisture 
from salt water), the cost of the "ivhole apparatus, including 
^the float and cougtc^^balance, and the pipes in which they 
work, I have estimated at fibout L 30, 

John Maxtox. 

Leitu Enotnk-Wouks, 17/./ 18 i2. 
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TIisiorkal Remarks on fhe first I)i coV(fi*ij of (he real Structure 
of Glacier Ice. l>y Phofessor Foiibes, Corresponding 
Member of the Royal Institute of France. 

I feel myself most reluctantly called upon to state some cir- 
cumstances respecting the discovery of a fact in the theory of 
Glaciers which M. xAgas.^iz has declared, in a paper printed in 
the last number of the Edinburgh Philosophical Journal, lo 
be erroneously claimed by me. 

The first account of “ « reinarhahle structure of the ice of 
glaciers^'* by myself, was printed in this Journal for January 
1812. A history of this discovery, entirely opposed to mine, 
ai»pears at pages 2(>5 and 2GG of the last number. Ry tjio 
kind permission of the Editor, I have now the opportunity 
allowed me of stating how the facts. really stand, and at the 
same time of explaining the circumstances under which the 
piiblicalion of the original paper, claiming the discovery, took 
place, — circumstances which delicacy prevented me from mcn- 
tioning at the time, but which it now appears essential to make 
known. 

Privjite report, proverbially exaggerates and misrepre- 
sents tlie history of transactions little intcrcbting to any but 
those iinnicdiately concerned. I belicA^e ^that my own con- 
duct and its motives have been misunderstood, with refer- 
ence to the matter in question. A few extracts from the 
ample correspondence of wdiich I am possessed in illustra- 
tion of every step of the transaction, will, I hope, suffice to 
place the matter clearly before such readers as shall feel 
sufficient interest to follow them. I pledge myself to their 
accuracy, and to their being fairly extracted in conformity 
with the tencr of the letters to which they belong.. If any 
doubt shall be raised on this point, I shall have only the 
disagreeable alternative of publishing the entire correspond- 
ence, the length of which >vould render it unsuitable for 
the pages of a scientific journal. Rut I repeat my belief that 
the extracts I shall make, and the narrative with wlifAT*! 
shall connect them, will put the matter in a light sufficiently 
clear ; and for the facts which I shall have to state, I am con- 
scious of their admitting of no colouring or denial. 

In the first place, I shall briefly state the circumstances 
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under wliich the Observation of the veixed structure in 

THE ICE OF GLACIERS^ WaS llUlde. 

In the second place, I shall explain the circunistaiiecs under 
which I made it public 

In the third place, I shall discuss shortly the claims to pri- 
ority of observation which have subseiiueiitly been made. 

I. 

In 1840, M. Agassiz invited me to make a tour with Iiim 
the next summer ainongftt the glaciers of the Oberlaiid, 
Vallais, and Savoy. I understood the invitation to extend 
simply to our mutual companionship on a journey of mutual 
interest. Of third parties there was no mention ; and it was 
with diffidence that I requested permission for my friend and 
fellow traveller, Mr Heath, fellow and tutor of Trinity Col- 
lege, Cambridge, to increase the number. It was only afti r 
all preliminaries were arranged, and after I had agreed, 
ill order to aecomniodalo M. Agassiz, to change the direc- 
tion in which I proi)osed to commence our intended tour, 
that I learned that he had several friends in company with 
him ; and it was not until my arrival at the Grimsol, on tlie 
8th of August, that I learned that the plan of a tour, into 
which I had origin^dly gone, had been abandoned by my I'el- 
low-traveller, for reasons which he did not assign, and that [ 
was expected to unite with the p-arty he had formed at Neuf- 
chatel, to spend some time on the glacier of the Aar, instead 
of prosecuting the journey driginally proposed. I cheerfully 
acquiesced, however, in the arrangement, which promised to 
give me a good insight into the structure of glaciers, which I 
proposed farther to study by prosecuting alone, or witli Mr 
Heath, my originally projected tour to Monte Rosa and Mont 
Blanc. 

It is to bo remembered that the glacier of the Aar was the 
one which M. Agassiz had already repeatedly visited in former 
years, and on whiirh he had constructed a sort of hut in which 
l>»^d livedVor some 'time. 

His other friends not having all arrived, M. Agassiz, Mr 
Heath, and myself, accompanied by (I believe) a single guide, 
ascended the glacier, on the 9th August 1841. 


* Sjc l!dinbu^gll,^hPo.opl^^'al Jouina’, January 1812, p. 80. 
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t^acl 1. We had not walked for half*an hour on the icc, 
when I directed the attention of my companions to what I 
called a vertical stratification pervading the ice. It appeared to 
me so plain, that it scarcely occurred to me that it could be new 
to M. Agassiz, who had so often traversed the same ground. 

Fact 2. M. Agassiz having his attention called to the fact, 
stated that he thought I was deceived in considering that it 
penetrated the ice ; that, indeed, the surface of the glacier 
seemed to him much changed since last year, but that he had 
observed superficial linear markings of the same kind on (I 
think) the Glacier du Bois. 

Fact 3. At each new crevasse we came to, I took 2 )ains to 
siiew him Ijiat the apparent strata penetrated into the mass 
of the glacier ; but he seemed incredulous, until T noticed a 
deep hollow in the ice close to the left margin of the medial 
moraine between ITugi‘‘s and Agassiz’ cabins, at least 20 
feet deep, to which I called M. Agassiz’ attention, in proof of 
the position I had maintained. 

Fact 4. To this ho assented, but expressed his belief that 
it would only be found in the neighbourhood of the moraine, 
and not throughout the breadth of the glacier. 

Fact 5. In the course of the same afternoon, we ascertained, 
by conjoint in|pcction, that the structure in question was 
traceable all across the glacier of the Finster Aar. 

Fact 6. M, Agassiz, unwilling to admit that he could for- 
merly have overlooked so palpable a structure, expressed a 
frequent doubt whether this structure had not been superin- 
duced since his last visit. 

Fact 7. 1 took the fol- 
lowing means of prov- 
ing that this could not 
be the case. I shewed 
him some crevasses^ and 
asked him how old ho 
supposed them to be? 

He answered, several 
years ; they certainly 
had not opened-- since 
last summer (1840.) 1 

shewed that tlic veined 
;structurc crossed these 
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crevam$y and was dislocated by them, as in the margin, and, 
therefore, must have been anterior to their formation. 

Let us hear the evidence of Mr Heath and M. Agassiz, the 
only witnesses present besides the guide. 

Mr Heath wrote to me thus, on sending him the above 
statement of facts 


£xTR.iCT Fibst. — Rev. J. M. Heath to Vrofeesor Fo>1)cs, (pnnted 

by Mr Heath's permission.) 

c 

Tbinity Collbgb, bth March 1842. 

“ * * But those who were there this summer have very different 
evidence that this was a new fact. I reincniber when it was first re- 
marked, Aj'assiz said he had seen it before, but not to such an extent. 
That it had a peculiar relation to the medial moraines, and would not 
bo found in the centre of the glacier ; that it was only supeifcial, and 
owing, as he believed, to the sand which placed itself in parallel straight 
lines, and produced these incisipns by melting the ice. Tlie afternoon 
was taken up in what I then thought a very superfluous endeavour to make 
out whether it was superficial or not, and I believe ho umintainud the 
contrary opinion until the discovery of the great hole of which you htivc 
given a drawing.” 

It will be observed, then, that the whole (picstioii lies in 
this, "Whether the lined appearance of the ice wtis duo to an 
inequality of mcdtiiig, occasioned by a linca^^arraiigcinont of 
sand on the surface, washed from the moraines, and inter- 
cepting here and there the stin’s rays ? — or, IVhcther it was 
occasioned by the unequal action of tlic weather on alternat- 
ing vertical bands of friable and of compact ice, of which the 
glacier is composed. M. Agassiz appears, upon Mr Heath's 
testimony and my own, to have taken the former view, whilst 
1 took the latter. According to him, the ice was striated on 
its sur/euXf because the sand lay in lines ; according to me, the 
sand lay in lines, because the ice has a veined structure thmiff/tr 
out its mass. 

M. Agassiz, the other witness, admitted as much himself, 
when I requegted him ,to say whether the above-cited facts 
were accurately stated or not. In a letter to me, dated 29th 
March 1842, he says, — 
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Extract Second. — Professor AfjoMiz to Professor Fvrhcs, 'Jdth 3Iarch 

1842. 

Conimc vous cn convenez vous-memc lorsquc nous cliscutames pour 
la premiere fois Ics bandes dc glace dc tcintes divcrscs quo Ton observe 
dans le glacier, jc vous dis qnc fen acais reniarquc des traces scrEiiFi- 
CFETJ.ES an glacier dcs Bois cn 1888, cc qui cst incntioniic dans iiion livre 
p. 131, a roccasioii dcs moraines mediancs.” 

It appears, then, that Mr Ilcatlfs memory and my own agree 
thus far precisely with M. Agassiz'. Let iis sec whether the 
reference to the ‘‘ Etudes sur les*Glacicrs," published in 1840, 
gives any farther evidence. 

Extract Third. — Agassiz^ Etudes sur Ics Glaciers^ p, 121*2. 

Lcs traiaccs rcgiilicrcs ct parallclcs de grains dc sable que Ton pour- 
suit quclqiicfois sur do tres grandcs ctenducs, le long dcs moraines mc- 
diancs, me paraissent ctre un cfTet dc la dilatation dc la surface cliargce 
dc debris, combine fivcc le mouvement progressif dc toutc la masse. Lcs 
petits grains dc sable epars, n'agissant jias comme lcs gros blocs,^* tendent 
a former des series [Qii. longitudinales ct parallclcs qui se trans- 

form ent quclquefois cn rainures, ct qui servent menne sou vent de lit aux 
petits fdets d’eau qui coulcnt le long dcs moraines. Nulle part jc ii'ai 
observe cc pbenomeno d’uno manierc aussi frnppantc que sur la Mer dc 
glace dc Chamonix cn 1838 ; jc Tai egalcmcnt remarque sur le Glacier dc 
PAar, ct cc qui m'a coiiiirme dans rexj)lication que j*cn douiie, c*cKt 
qifici on remarque sur le cote gauche dc la grande moraine nnc petite 
moraine qui lui cst parallclc, ct qui me parait dctuchcc dc la meiiic 
manierc quo lcs trainees dc sable dont je viens dc parlcr sc dctachcnt dcs 
moraines cn general." 

It appears then, that, after three yep-rsof observation of the 
glaciers, M. Agassiz still entertained, in 1841, the same view 
of the cause of a fact which he had observed iii 1838, and pub- 
lished in 1840. The fact was the superficial arrangement of 
lines of sand near the moraines of glaciers, which, according 
to him, arose from some molecular dilatation of the* ice, which 
he docs not very clearly explain ; and its effect was sometimes 
to produce grooves (rainures)^ by the heat of the sun acting on 
the sand thus arranged. 

The fact which I pointed out to Irim on thd,9th of August 
had no reference to the arrangement of sand on the ice, but 


^ This refers to the well-known action of largo blocks of stonq in de- 
fending the surface of the ice from evaporation ; here, on the other hrmd, 
the sand sunk in the itc. • . • 
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consisted in a texture which the ice itself presented through- 
out its mass, of harder and softer layers, whose wasting, when 
it occurred in the neighbourhood of the moraines where the 
glacier was covered with sand, occasioned hollow grooves, into 
which, for obvious reasons, the sand was speedily washed, and 
there it lay. M. Agassiz was very naturally and properly 
slow to admit, in explanation of a fact which had for three 
years been before his eyes, the existence of a prevalent struc- 
ture to which he had not adverted. Accordingly, his convic- 
tions were proportionably gradual ; and, as Mr Heath observes, 
“ the afternoon was taJ^cn up in what I then thought a very 
superHuohs Endeavour to make out whether it was superficial 
or not.” « 

Two days after the discovery of the structure, namely, on 
the 11th of August, we were joined by Professor Studer, tlio 
distinguished geologist of Berno, and by other friends of M. 
Agassiz. The structure in question having been discussed, it 
is important to know the impression which it left as to novel- 
ty or originality upon the mind of so competent a judge. M. 
Studer writes to me : — 


Extract Fourth, — Frofemr Studer to Professor Fot/tes, Idth March 
1842. Extracted hy M. Studer' s permission. 

“ M. Pcsor* m'a cent il y a quclqucs scninincs do cette contestation do 
priorite ; jc lui ai repondii quo jc no me melcrais pas do cette affaire, inais 
quo bien certaincment vous m’avies fait remurquer pour la premiere fois 
la structure cn question, ct que j’avais cru m eflet que son importance 
avait ecliappde k Agassiz, comme k tons scs dcvancirrs." 

I will only cite one other testimony as to the origin of the 
discovery on the Glacier of the Aar, also by an eye-witness, 
Mr Robertson of Newton House, near Elgin, a friend of M. 
Agassiz, whom I did not know before, and whom I have not 
seen since, but who, having learnt the nature of the contest 
as to priority which has occurred, generously and voluntarily 
sent me the followmg statement of facts, which I have like- 
wise his permission to publish. 


* A friend of M. Agassiz. 
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Extract Fifth. — Me liobertson of Newton to Professor Foi^es, 

Newton, 4tk May 1842. 

“ llefore joining you on the 13th August last year, I was pretty familiar, 
from reading, with all the ordinary phenomena of glaciers, and, on iiiy 
walk to the ^ Cabane/ examined each as it presented itself. Among others 
I observed the indications of the ribboned structure ; and, dur- 

ing the first half hour after ni}' arrival, I recollect perfectly, in walking 
from the ‘Crevasse' at the end of the Finster Aar glacier (where 3 ’ou had 
been preparing the cxpcrimenl on the absorption of ice with red wine) to 
the left flank of the Lautcr Aar (where wc exposed, with a hatchet, the 
contact of the ice and rock, in order fo sec the sand, &c. between them), 
having asked Agassiz how it was produced ? lie told me that the sur- 
face of the glacier had completely' changed since last year, when he had 
scarcely observed it,— that it was an c‘!’ect of the moraines, and probably 
caused by' tiic greater variations of temperature to which they were sub- 
ject as compared to the rest of the glacier, and that ilKiad nothing to do 
>vilh stratification. I remember also asking whether the horizontal lines 
at the end of the glacier were those of stratification } and was told ‘ un- 
doubtedly'.' 

“ On our return to the ‘ Cabane,' I pointed out the structure very well 
nuirked, at some distance from the moraines, and, on cross questioning 
Agassiz, saw that he was far from satisfied with his theory', 

“ I have thus abundant evidence, independent of your ample testimony’, 
to shew, that, at. the date I have mentioned, my friend Agassiz was un- 
aware of the general occurrence of the ribboned structure, through the 
mass of glaciers ; and, in writing 'to him some days ago, mentioned my 
conviction that the discovery, certainly the most important of the recent 
ones, was due to you. J shall be glad to find that, as 1 believe is the 
case, M. Desor alone, and not M. Agassiz, could call it in question." 

The “ stratification’’ alluded to at the close of the first pa- 
ragraph of the preceding letter, refers to the twisted planes of 
structure which I have deseribed in my paper, and which arc, 
in fact, continuous with the veins whiclt, throughout the 
greater mass of the glacier, run parallel to its §idcs, when 
these sides arc steep and continuous. The complex form of 
the surfaces of the shells into which a glacier is divided by 
these bands of compact and friable ice, I was first able to dis- 
cover, during a visit to the glacier of tlie Rhone on the 23d 
August 1842. I was accompanied by Mr Heath, and Mr Cal- 
verley Trevelyan, but not by M. Agassiz or any of his party. 
In the course of a very careful examination of the glacier, I 
succeeded in satisfying myself completely of the conoidal form 
of tjic veined surface, and in e;tplaining the apparcik frontal 
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stratification, which T liavc since confirmed in every point.* 
On our return to the Grinisel, I explained my views to M. 
Agassiz, who copied the sketch I had made, whieli corres- 
ponds exactly to that in the Edinburgh Philosophical Journal, 
January 1812, p. 89. A month later, I explained this sys- 
tem of curves of structure of the glacier of the Rhone to RT. 
Studer at Berne. His penetration immediately perceived its 
importance, and he expressed great satisfaction at the insulated 
fact which I had pointed out to him on the glacier of the Aar 
being thus generalized.t ^V^e both agreed that its explana- 
tion must involve, in a good measure, the true theory of gla- 
ciers. In a letter to Professor Bronn of Heidelberg, dated 
1st October 1841, a week after I had quitted Bornp, IM. Stu- 
der gives an'afturate account of my observations, being tlic 
first publication on the subject.} 


II. 

I now come to state shortly the circumstances which led 
to the. publication of my paper describing this new structure 
of glacier ice ; and about which there seems to have prevailed 
a misapprehension which I am anxious to remove. 

It has been supposed that I resisted every offer to take a 
share in a joint publication of the proceedings of the summer, 
in oixler to bring forth a separate notice of the structure which 
I had observed ; that even whilst in Switzerland, I contem- 
plated such a separate publication ; and having reached Eng- 
land, hastened to anticipate M. Agassiz. 

The facts are precisely the reverse. The idea of piiblish- 


^ Sco Letters to Professor Jameson in this Journal for October 1C42, 
p. 346. 

t M. Studer, after quitting the glacier of the Aar, had recognized the 
structure on several others in the canton of Vall:iis. I should add that I 
pointed out the veined structure to M. Agassiz on the glacier of Gauli, in the 
Urbaclithal, on the 20tli August, and it was afterwards noticed by both of us 
on tjip Qberaar gladcr, and that of Aletsch, So that no reasonable doubt re- 
mained, at least, on ray mind, that, having been observed on no less than 
five contiguous glaciers, it was a general and not a particular phenomenon. 
This meets M. Agassiz* statement, that I not only “erroneously claimed ti:o 
discovery,** but assigned to^ it fL generality which the facts observed by my- 
self did not at all justify.’* — Ed» Phil. Jour., p. 265. 

J Lconiiard’e Jahrhuch, 1841. ' 
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ing either this or any original ohservation of my own, on a 
subject so new and so unexpectedly difficult as I found tlic 
glacier theory to be, had certainly.not entered my imagination 
during any part of my stay abroad. A precis of the labours 
of others in the form of a Review of the writing.s of Venetz, do 
Charpenlier, and Agassiz, such as subsequently appeared in 
the Kdinburgli Review, I certainly contcmjdatcd, thinking, 
that if I pursued the subject another year, such a preliminary 
study would be the fittest introdiiction to any original investi- 
gations. Hut I can safely say, that the way and manner in 
which my observations on the glacier structure .should be 
brought out, was not a matter of the slightest concern to^rne, 
until an uhexpected circumstance brought it to my mind. 

I must mention, however, what passed between M. Agassiz 
and myself relatively to a joint jiublication, when 1 was at 
Neufchritel in the middle of September 18-11. I will state 
tills in the words which I employed in writing to a friend a 
few months after the transaction took place. 

Extract Sixth. — From a Letter from Bt'ofemr Forbes to a Frieml, 
dated Apnl 1842. 

“ M, Agassiz never asked me, so far as I recollect, to publish with him 
on the subject of the Glaciers, lie once proposed to me to communicate 
the observations I had made on Solar Kadialion on the Glacier of the 
Aar, to form part of the description of the journey, of which the narrative 
I)art was to be written by Dcsor. 

This I declined^ on the ground that these observations formed part of 
a scries of experiments, long since commenced, and whicli must be treated 
of ill connection.'^ 

I was very well aware, however, that a declaration of my opinion on 
the Glacier Theory was what was desired ; and M. Desor took upon him 
to intimate this to me at Ncufehatcl, in these words ; — ‘ M. Forbes nc 
veut pas se comproniettre, maisnousle compromettrons' — which you will 
think rather a singular way of securing support to a scientific dogma. 
The following reasons determined me against taking any part in a joint 
publication : — 

1st, That however willing 1 might be to have my naaic associated with 
that oT Agassiz, in any common work, experience led ihc entirely to de- 
cline such an association with M. Desor. 

2d, That the utmost extent to which I could then conscientiously 

»-■■■>■- . ^ 

• They accordingly form part of a,vcry extensive enquiry sinoe commu- 
nicated to the Royal Society of I.oudon. 
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have gone in support of the Glacier Theory, would, I knew, not have 
satisfied M. Agassiz. 

3d, That, from the perusal of Charpeu tier's work, and from communi- 
cationa with those best aequainted with the history of the Theory in Swit- 
zerland, I had begun to perceive, that were I to take any part in the dis- 
cussion going on between Agassiz and Charpenlicr, it must be in favour 
of <he latter, and not of the former, as an original observer and just rca- 
soner/' 

I reached home in the month of October 1841, %nd soon com- 
menced the Historical Revlcy of the Glacier Question which 
I had projected. Whilst I was tluis engaged, the Comj>tes 
Itendus of the Academy of Sciences at Paris for the 18th Oc- 
tober reached me. In it I found a letter from M. Agassiz to 
Baron Humboldt, containing tlie following passage/with refe- 
rence to the observations made on the Glacier of the Aar. 

Extract Seventh. — From Professor Agassiz to Baron Humboldt, 

Lc fait Ic plus nouveau que j'ai remarque, e'est la presence dans la 
masse dc la glace do rubans verticaux dc glace blcue, alternant avec dcs 
bandcs dc glace blanche d'un quart de ligne a idusieurs pouces de large, 
s’etendant sur toiite la longueur du glacier, e'est a dire, a plusieurs licues 
de longueur, ct penetrant a une profondeur d'au moins 120 pieds puisque 
j'ai observe encore cc phenomenc au fond du trou dc sonde." 

On reading this letter, from which all mention even of my 
presence on the glacier of the Aar is excluded, my first 
impression was of surprise and pain. That 1 could not 
suffer so direct a plagiarism to remain unchallenged never 
appeared to me to admit of doubt ; le fait le plus nouveau 
que j’ai remarque^ was an assertion as articulate as it was 
unfounded. How to take notice of it was a point of more 
difficulty. I felt fully the delicacy of my position. Towards M. 
Agassiz I felt the warmest friendship ; sympathy with his zeal, 
and gratitude for his kindness and hospitality. This he well 
knew: during several weeks of the closest intimacy, had been 
perpetually engaged in discussions connected with his theore- 
tical views, and^lsoYesppcting facts. I believe it may safely 
be stated, that heither of us ever for a moment lost temper in 
these amicable disputes, which often lasted for hours together, 
and which were uninterrupted cither by our walks or our 
meals.' His enthusiasm and good temper in these discussions 
. delighted me, even where he failed to- convince me of the 
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constancy of his alleged facts, or the cogency of his reasons. 
We parted at Neufchatel with even more cordiality (at least 
on my part), than we had met at the Grimsel ; and my letters 
written afterwards testify that I freely acknowledged my obli- 
gations. Accordingly, in vindicating the originality of my ob- 
servation, I resolved to take the plan which seemed to me most 
likely to secure a continuance of a friendship 1 so much valued. 
Were I to write to complain directly of want of justice on his 
part, though I did not doubt his willingness to correct his 
error, I felt that it would place him in a somewhat pain- 
ful position, after so direct an assertion of his own rights. I 
preferred a different, and, I think, a natural course. * Know- 
ing well the facts stated in the commencement of this pajter, 
and feeling that M. Agassiz must be equally aware of their 
truth, I resolved to make no reclamation, and especially to 
testify in my letters no irritation at the part which he had 
taken ; but simply in a short and matter of- fact communica- 
tion to the Royal Society of Edinburgh, which I lost no time 
in transmitting to him, to state my own version of the 
affair, and claim my discovery without the slightest allusion to 
its having been erroneously claimed elsewhere. This was the 
origin of the paper which, at Professor Jameson’s request, was 
communicated afterwards to his Journal ; and any one who 
looks at it in this view, will, I think, admit that it was well 
calculated to answer the end proposed. It has not a trace of 
a controversial character, but I ^ell knew that when it should 
meet M. Agassiz’ eye, it would be understood as an intima- 
tion that when he should next publish, I expected my claims 
to original observation to be more carefully regarded, though, 
in consideration of our friendship, and of the informal charac- 
ter of the communication to M. de Humboldt, I tvas both 
w illing and happy to dispense with any apology. 

At the same time that I communicated my paper to M. 
Agassiz, I sent it to Mr Heath, the only other party to the ob- 
servation of the 9th August, — ^referring to the letter to Hum- 
boldt as the cause of the publication, and requesting his friendly 
opinion as to whether I had acted prudently in thus asserting 
my claim, and whether he considered all that 1 had stated to 
be justly my due. To this letter I received the following re- 
ply, which.is here printed with Mr Heathts kind permission. 
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Extract Eigiith. — F'rom the Rev. J. M. Heath to Professor Forhes. 

Trinity College^ 2 oth Feb. 1842. 

1 am very much obliged to you for the extract from the Philosophical 
Journal. I saw the paper in the Journal before you sent it me, and I 
most cordially approved of its appearing. I did not know, what you 
seem to say in your letter, that Agassiz has claimed the main observa- 
tion as his own. * ^ * I will witness that, let, He knew nothing 

about it ; 2d, When he did see it, he said it was superficial, and caused by 
superficial sand; 8d, That he was the last to believe that it went to any 
depth. I think 3 ’our account vc^ true, and not claiming one jot more 
than fully belongs to you.” 

I certainly anticipated that my forbearance with respect to 
M. Agassiz would have been rightly interpreted, and that 
silent acquiescence would have acknowledged tlm justice of 
my claim. 

The event proved otherwise. The particular steps which 
wTre taken by M. Agassiz to vindicate what he professed to 
consider his due, arbitrarily and unexpectedly claimed in this 
paper of mine, were singularly in contrast to my conduct in 
the matter of Humboldt’s letter, and to the usage in such 
cases. But that I am willing to pass over for the present, and 
I will now refer to the new claims of priority which he ulti- 
mately substituted for his own. 

III. 

Wc now pass on to the other claims to the priority of the 
observation. 

About the same time that M. Agassiz claimed the obser- 
vation of the Lamellar Structure of Glaciers, in the letter to 
Humboldt, ho communicated verbally to the societies of Ge- 
neva and*Noufchatcl the same fact ; and though my informa- 
tion is not specific on this point, I presume that my name was 
not mentioned in connection with it. This I learn from my 
friend Professor Guyot of Neufchatel, who, immediately ca 
hearing the a^couiyt of the observations on the Glacier of the 
Aar, recollected having observed and described something 
similar, three years before, on the Glacier of the Gries. The 
note containing this observation, and others connected with 
gkicfcrs, had been r^ad in 1838 in the presence of M. 
Agasshe, to the meeting of the Geological Sgeiety of France 
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at Porrentruy, but was published neitlier at large nor in 
abstract. It appears to have dropped not only out of the 
records of the meeting, but from the minds of those who 
were present, since M. Agassiz, whom it was specially cal- 
culated to interest, takes no notice of it' in liis book, published 
two years later, containing his own observations, already 
quoted, on the superficial strise ; which he could not in com- 
mon fairness have published witliout mentioning M. Guy- 
ot's contemporaneous and far more important observation of 
the structure, of which these striae are only t£b gutward in- 
dication, had he been acquainted with its true bearing, or, 
in truth, had he recollected it at all. Be this as it may, it 
seems that M. Guyot himself never repeated the observatipn, 
and, so far as it appears, never even spoke of it, between the 
meeting at Porrentruy in 1838, and his hearing, first at Gene- 
va in October 1841, then at Neufch&tel in November, M. Agas- 
siz’ account of his “ new fact.” M. Guyot has most honour- 
ably testified to me^ that not ' one word had ever passed between 
himself and me, which could have informed me of what he al- 
ready knew on the subject; and, also, that he twice traversed 
the Glacier of the Aar, on tlie 18th and 19th of August 1841, 
without noticing or recognising the structime which he had him- 
self described. I mention this, beca\ise M. Agassiz has thought 
it necessary to assume that the Glacier of the Aar was more 
distinctly veined in 1841 than in any of' the previous years 
that he visited it, in order to account for his not having noticed 
it until he returned to the glacier in my company. In the 
Edinburgh Philosophical Journal for October last, page 266, 
he says, — “During the months of August and September 1841, 
this phenomenon was so well developed in tlie Glacier of the 
Aar, that it could not fail to strike every observer '' 

M. Guyot's next step was a perfectly natural and just one. 
Finding that bis original observation had been totally for- 
gotten, he reproduced his paper from his bureau, where it still 
remained in MS., and read it afresh before the Soci£t4 des 
Sciences Naturelles at Neufchfttel, on the Ist Debamber 1841, 
just five days before I was similarly engaged, not merely in 
claiming for myself, before the Royal Society of Edinburgh, 

* In :i Letter d.atcd 3<1 Juno 1842, in onawer to mine in Esetraet fenth. 
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the priority of obseryMion to M. Agassiz, but likewise proving 
that he had his attention directed by me to the structure in 
question. The transaction with M. Guyot did not come to 
my knowledge until long after. 

Meanwhile, M. Agassiz sent no direct answer or complaint 
upon the receipt of my Paper on the Structure of Glaciers. I 
will not now advert to the means taken, through third parties, 
to discredit my statements, on the one hand, and on the other, 
to obtain from me a renunciation of my claim under a threat 
of exposure Having no exposure to fear, I contented myself 
with sending to M. Agassiz a statement of the various facts^ 
cited in the commencement of this paper, connected v. ith the 
discovery on the 9th of August, requesting to know whether 
any of them, or which, were denied. A tardy and involved 
reply (29th March 1842) contained a denial of none of them, but 
(as we have seen, Extract Second) an exact confirmation of what 
both Mr Heath and I recollected him then to have stated re- 
specting his own observations. But the real cause of the marked 
embarrassment of his reply I was not at the l tne aware of. 
fle had now no apology for ignorance of M. Ciuyot’s claim to 
prior observation, yet feeling that his own dissatisfaction with 
my publication was solely grounded upon iry 1- ving claimed 
for myself something which rightfully Iclonged to him (M. 
Agassiz), — ** le fait le plus nouveau^^ of 18 11, — les observa- 
tions les plus precieuses de la campagne h.e naturally felt an 
embarrassment at being obliged to admii that similar facts and 
observations had been described in his hearing at Porrentruy 
three years before. Unable to maintain any longer his own 
originality, in his letter of the 29th March 1842 (afterwards 
privately printed), he endeavours to impeach mine ; and, de- 
scribing what passed on the 9th August, in the words already 
quoted in Extract Second, he adds, — 

Extract Ninth.— jFV(M» Professor Agassiz to Professor Forhes. 

Je suis certun djavoir ajout^ que M. Guyot les avait vues la memo 
aiiii4e (1838), fi une profodndeur notable sur le Glacier du Gries." 

To prove the negative fact that M. Agassiz did not cite M. 
Guyot upon the occasion, I can only state (1.), that neither Mr 
Heath nor myself recollect his name to have been mentioned, 
although we perfectly collected M. Agassiz’ meaning as to his 
having observed the linear* arrangement of the sand on the 
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surface. (2.), That had the occurrence of this structure to any 
depth been a recognised fact subsisting previously in the mind 
of M. Agassiz, whether from his own observations or those of 
another, Mr Heath and I would not have spent the whole after- 
noon in what then seemed to Mr Heath “ the very superfluous 
endeavour to make out whether it was superficial or not.’* (3.), 
What seems decisive in the matter, M. Agassiz claimed the 
observation as Ids own in the letter to Humboldt, written in 
October ; nor does he appear to liave made any allusion to M. 
Guyot in his communication on the same subject to the Soci^tfi 
de Physique at Geneva, which occasioned M. Guyot to men- 
tion his prior observation. 

Between M. Guyot and myself there remains nothing td ex- 
plain. Tliat gentleman has never contested the originality of 
my observation, and I have never pretended to doubt the 
reality of his, which, far from being made known to the world 
by the publication of the proceedings at Porrentruy, seems to 
have slipt entirely from the memory of the persons present 
(including, I am informed, MM. Studer and Agassiz), whilst 
every written proof of it remained in manuscript. Accord- 
ingly, so soon as I had satisfactory evidence of the nature of 
M. Guyot’s communication, I hastened to write to him, and 
assure him that I admitted his observation to be identical with 
mine. This I did in the following terms : — 


Extract Tenth. — From Jjjrofesibr Forbes to Professor Quyot of 
NeifchdteL 

** Edinburgh, 28^4 April 1842 . 

" My Dear Sir,— In a printed letter which M, Agassiz has forwarded 
to me, 1 find a memorandum (printed for the first time) from your manu- 
script, containing an account of the structure of the Glacier ot the Gries, 
observed in 1838, and stated to have been read at a meeting of Naturalists 
at Porrentruy, in that year. 

“ I have no hesitation in saying, that that note describes clearly a struc- 
ture similar to that which I observed and pointed put to M. Agassiz and 
Mr Heath, on the Glacier of the Aar, on the 9tli of Augifljt last. 

Whilst, then, I am most ready to do you full justice in respect to 
the originality and clearness of your observation, you will, I doubt not, 
as freely admit, that not having the pleasure of your acquaintance at the 
time of my observing and ascertaining the existence and modificatioha of 
this structure on the Aar Glacier, and never having heard, to the«best of 
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my recollection^ during the course of my stay in Switzerland^ of your 
having made such an observation, I could not in any respect have bor- 
rowed it from you. As no printed record of your communication then 
existed, I could not, of course, have learned of it from books. You will also, 
I doubt not, candidly admit, that your having failed to publish your ob- 
servation in any, even the most abridged abstract,— your having omitted 
to press it as a fact important in the theory of glaciers upon any of your 
Swiss friends, and especially on M. Agassiz, who was writing a book on 
the subject, shews that the observation had not excited either on your 
part or tliat of your auditors at'Porrentruy, any very lively interest. The 
fact itself would probably have been soon lost to science, if it had not 
been revived last summer by re-discovery, and by a strong indication of 
its generality, and importance in the tlieorics now agitated. 

« • ¥r * * 

Jlvery one in the slightest degree conversant with questions of this 
kind will see, on reading M. Agassiz' letter, that your observations com- 
municated three years before at a provincial meeting, not published even 
in the vaguest form in the minutes of the proceedings, nor alluded to in 
tlieir writings b}’' an}’* one of the contemporary authors who are stated to 
have been present, leave my claim to have made the observation inde- 
pendently, and first insisted on its importance and generality, quite un- 
impeached. 

* * * ♦ 

My firm belief is, that M. Agassiz had totally forgotten this passage 
In the verbal proceedings at Porrentruy. I believe him to bo incapable 
of the sustained duplicity of affected ignorance and surprise when I first 
pointed out the fact to his notice on the 0th of August. 1 believe his 
present newly displayed zeal for your originality in this matter to be oc- 
casioned solely by finding it impracticable to maintain the charge against 
me of plagiarism and ingratitude towards himself, which lie at first alone 
urged. ' ^ 

The dilemma in which M. Agassiz has placed himself appears to be 
this 

** Either he was acquainted with this structure of icc on the 0th August, 
or ho was not. 

If he was not acquainted with it, he learned it from me ; for he has 
never atten^pted to maintain that he shewed it to me. 

If he was acquainted with it, he learned it from you. And if he 
learned it from either of us, how docs he claim it as his own in the letter 
to Humboldt, and in one other private letter at least, not yet published ? 
1 am, my Dear Sir, yours very truly, James D. Forbes.” 

Professor Gj^yot.” • 

There are few sciences which have not offered parallel cases 
of insulated observations which lie dormant for many years, 
before, by being generalized and made units of a class of facts, 
they fgrm the basis of theoretical induction. This is what I 
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claim to have done: — to have rc-disco veiled M. Giiyot’s unpub- 
lished and all but forgotten faet ; — to h^\o generalized it so as 
to shew that it was common to most if not all glaciers ; — to have 
explained the law of its occurrence in one glacier (the lamel- 
lar surfaces of the glacier of the Rhone) ; — and to have applied 
it to account for two appearances formerly ascribed to other 
and imaginary causes, the distribution of sand on the surface 
of the ice, and the supposed stratification of the terminal face 
of some glaciers. 

I might here close my obscrvsilions on the question of prio- 
rity, but I will add a sentence or two, in order to avoid all 
cavil. 

Can it be necessary to state that M. Agassiz has found a 
friend — M. Dubois — obliging enough to state, in April 1842, 
that M. Agassiz had described to a meeting at Bale, in 1838, 
a structure similar to that noticed by M. Guyot, at Porren- 
truy, in the same year? Is it possible that discoveries in 
science can be made without the consciousness of those who 
make them ? or that a discovery made in 1838 shall be wholly 
misrepresented by the discoverer himself in 1840 (see Extract 
Tkird)^ claimed anew for himself in 1841, and when re-claimcd 
in the same year by two other persons, the discoverer recol- 
lects to have heard at Porrentruy the very fact which his 
friends assure him they heard him claim for himself at Bale 
the same year 1 Yet such is the newest claim of M. Agassiz 
to an observation,* which a discission respecting priority of six 
months' duration failed to^ecall to his mind, but which he is 
now persuaded that he made, upon the friendly testimony of 
M. Dubois of Montpereux, in the following words 

Extract Eleventh. — If. Duhois* Certificate. 

Jc soussigne coujointement avee M. Arnold Eschcr de la Linih, Se- 
cretaire dc la Section de Geologic de la Societe Hclvetique des Sciences 
Naturcllcs lors dc la Reunion a Bale, ccrtlfie que dansles notes rccucillces 
pendant la Seance du 14 Septembre 1838, il so trouve mentionne page 12 
quo M. Agassiz a signale le fait de la structure lamcllairo dcs ghicicrs, ct 
qu’il en trouvait la cause dans Taccumulation des matieres cong^lables 
qui se deposent ^ la surface du glacier. La note est accompagn^e d’uu 
dessin representant cette structure. Frederic Dubois. 

“ P^reux, 27 Avril 1842.'' * * 

Now, this was on the 14th ‘Scptemluer 1838. M.’ Guyot 
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made his communication on the 6th September in the same 
year, consequently M. Agassiz could not have revisited the 
Glaciers in the interval. The communication at B&Ie was 
therefore, no doubt, a repetition of the communication at Por- 
rentruy made eight days before, and the drawing of Agassiz 
was probably done from memory after the drawing of Guyot. 
At least, I am at a loss to explain these seemingly independ- 
ent communications in any other way, nor will I even put the 
question, whether the structure described was a vertical 
structure at all. 1 do not suspect M. Agassiz of the reserve 
of having made no mention at Porrentruy that the fact of 
Guyot had been ascertained by himself, and then of hav- 
ing gone immediately to claim it as original at Bale. I ap- 
prehend rather that the Secretaries at Bale (to whose MS. 
notes we are indebted alone for any knowledge of this trans- 
action, forgotten even by the principal actor in it) had sup- 
posed, from M. Agassiz’ verbal communication (de vive voir)^ 
that whilst relating what his friend M. Guyot had seen, he 
was really giving an account of his own observations. 

I mention this as the explanation most natural and most fa- 
vourable to M. Agassiz. But I would ask, if facts and theo- 
ries are to be introduced thus into the history of science, where 
is the palm of discovery ever to be bestowed 1 Surely a man 
must have very little skill as an observer, and have exer- 
cised still less thought to render his observations worth re- 
cording, if he cannot recognise \iis own discovery when pointed 
out to him, but is obliged to take tffe authority of his friends, 
at the end of three years, that he ever knew it ! Such evi- 
dence is barely tolerated in the case of posthumous claims. I 
suppose that this is the first instance of its being gravely urged 
during life. That I may not be imagined to have brought 
forward this claim more strongly than its author has done, I 
quote from his letter to myself. 

Extract Twelft’U.— Agamz to Professor Forbes. 

I 

Monsirur — Je re^ois la lettre suivantc clc M. Dubois de Mpntpercux 
* % * dont jc crois devoir vous donner copic a/in de vous prouver quo 
de mon cote j'avais aussi rcmarquedcs 1838, la structure lumellaire d’unc 
partie ^cs glaciers, alors ineine que faule de plus aniplcs details, jc n'en ' 
ai meiitionnee daus mon In rc que les appareuces superficicllcs. Vous 
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venez pat Uk que si vous ave* pCl croire avoir 'fait une decouverte a ce 
sujet> ce n*a pu etre qu’en inecoinprenant ce que j'ai pu vous dire^ sur la 
profondeur a laquelle ccs lames descendent^ et qui n*avaient ^te remar- 
quces qu’a une faiblc profondeur avant 1841, et par moi seulemcnt dans 
le voisinag^c dcs moraines. 

[Here follows the Letter, and Extract Eleventh.'} 

J ugez maintenant si j’ai du etre surpris de vos reclamationst et si 
j'etais cn droit d y repondre comme je Tai fait. N'ayant pas Thabitude 
de tenir un journal regulicr des moindres particularites des observations 
que je fais, ct addressant dans nos societes scientifiques toutes mes com- 
munications de vivo voix, ces fails ne aic sont revenus a moi~memc avee 
Ics circonstances accessoires que lorsquc mes amis me Ics ont rappcles. 

* « « ‘ # # 

" Neiifchatd, 28 A tint 1 842.” 

After receiving the preceding letter, I gave up all thoughts 
of attempting to convince M. Agassiz respecting the history 
of this, or indeed of any, scientific question. In the course 
of a few months, he had entertained four different opinions 
respecting the authorship of the discovery in question, and 
still, I suppose, has some doubt as to whether he disco- 
vered it himself in 1838, or only in 1841 ; or whether he 
learned it from M. Guyot at Porrentruy, or from me at the 
glacier of the Aar. 

The structure in question, which is common to every glacier 
in which I have looked for it, is in some so exceedingly strik- 
ing, that it would seem impossible to escape notice. Such, 
for instance, is the case with d glacier of great beauty and 
extent, and which is remarkable from being almost touched 
by a frequented mule-road, whence the structure is admirably 
seen, — I mean the glacier of La Brenva, near Courmayeur. 
That it has not been described by any of the modern writers 
on glaciers, De Saussure, De Charpentier, Hugi, Agassiz, or 

• 

* See Extract Second for M. Agassiz* own account of what he did tell 
me of his previous observations. 

t Of course 1 maintain that he had no right whatever to surprised, since 
it appears from the following sentence, that he was equally ignorant with 
myself of what ho had himself done in 1838, until receiving M. Dubois* 
letter, dated the day before this was written : — ‘‘ Ces fails ne fne sont reve* 
nils d moi-m^me avee Us circonstances accessoires que lorsque mes amis me 
les out rappcUs.*' 
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Godefroy, is certainljr a most convincing proof of how long 
the most evident and important facts may remain practically 
unnoticed. It can hardly be doubted that it must have been 
casually seen by these intelligent persons, who have traversed 
such a vast extent of glacier surface ; but certainly every prin- 
ciple of interpretation leads us to the conclusion that it was not 
observed in such a way as facts must be to enter within the 
pale of science, since no trace of it is to be found in any of their 
writings on this very subject. I have it on the authority of 
three eminent persons in England, France, and Switzerland, 
— all men of science, much travelled, and much observing,-— 
that, upon reading my account, they recognised what they 
could distinctly recall having seen on the glaciers which they 
had visited, though they never attempted to generalize the 
observation, or to attach theoretical importance to it. 

In like manner the older observers, whose more vague lan- 
guage and antiquated terms make their meaning capable of 
several interpretations, may very possibly have described this 
appearance, without its having been handed down to their 
successors. I have not yet seen any evidence that they have 
done so, but I stated last winter to the Royal Society of Edin- 
burgh, that I should not feel the least surprise if such an an- 
ticipation were discovered. How easy it is to find meanings in 
undefined phrases, after a well-marked truth has been an- 
nounced, may be judged of from the interpretation given oven 
by a very able and candid ju^ge, of a passage in Godefroy’s 
Notice sur lea Glaciers^ p, 12, as referring to the present ques- 
tion, but which a closer examination shews has no relation to 
it whatever. 

I cannot conclude with any observation so just, or so much to 
the point, as that which Professor Studer has added to the tes- 
timony, of which I have already quoted a part [Extract Foart/i], 
in a letter to mysel^^ “ Cest toujours Thistoire de I’oeuf de 
Colombo ; je ne doute pas que Do Saussure, De Charpentier, 
Agassiz et tant d’autres, parmi lesquels je me placerai moi- 
meme, comme vous vous y Stes place aussi, n'^aient vu cette di- 
vision verticale de la glace bien avant notre dernier voyage 
auGrimsel: — commeNewton, aura souvent vu tomber dcs pom- 
mes sans songer b, la luhe. Dans toutes les decouvertes il nc 
suffit ‘pas de voir l^s choses/ ou bien la science no ferait p^ 
des progres aussi lents.” 
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On the Natural-Historical Writings of the Chinese. By 
M. Schott. 

The Chinese^ whose literary efforts have hitherto been 
chiefly directed to History, Geography, and Natural History, 
have in these departments far surpassed all the other Asiatics 
in completeness, accuracy, and the discrimination of objects. 
The simple and clear arrangement of the rich materials col- 
lected by them renders the use of their works, when we have 
mastered the difficulties of the language, much easier than 
the evident absence of a really systematic mode of treat- 
ing subjects would lead us to expect. The most important of 
their works in which information is given on natural produc- 
tions are, 1. Actual treatises on Natural History ; 2. Encyclo- 
paedias and Dictionaries ; 3. Narratives of Travels in foreign 
countries ; and, 4. Geographical Treatises. 

Treatises on Natural History (or rather descriptions of na- 
ture) are first of all mentioned in the annals of the dynasty 
Han ; and the oldest which have reached us belong to the 6th 
and 6th centuries. Altogether their number is reckoned at 
about forty. The newest, and that which makes the greatest 
claim to completeness and criticism, tlie Pen-ls'ao-kang-mu of 
Li-schi-tschin, is a work of the 16th century, and has been re- 
published frequently without alteration. The author made 
use of all his predecessors, gives extracts from an almost in- 
conceivable number of other works, and finished his own in 
26 years. The Pen-ts'ao-kang-mu is divided into 52 books. 
Each article of the mineral, vegetable, and animal kingdoms, 
contains the following paragraphs : — 1. The differdht names 
which the natural object receives in China ; frequently with in- 
formation as to the cause of its appellations, and when exotic, 
with the addition of its Indian, Turkish, and other names. 
2. The actual description; under which liead* are given the 
particular locality of the production, its external characters, 
and all its non-medical properties. These two paragraphs 
are, as it were, the disinterested portions of the article,^ and 



154 On the NaUiral^Hietotical Writings of the Chinese, 

written to satisfy pure desire for knowledge. 3. The medi- 
cal properties of the whole and of individual parts. 4. An 
elenchus of all diseases or accidents in which the production 
may be employed with advantage, together with indications 
of the mode of use (recipes). These popular medical additions 
are frequently of much greater extent than the descriptive 
paragraphs ; and we here perceive, as in other departments, 
an impatient eagerness for practical utility. Each descrip- 
tive paragraph b a sort of examination of witnesses ; all the 
authorities follow one another in chronological order, and the 
actual view or experience of Li-schi-tschin generally comes 
last. False statements of hb predecessors are either rectified 
incidentally, or in a special addendum, entitled “ Corrected 
errors.’’ Whenever it can be hbtorically proved in regard to 
an object, that China is ne<its native country, the naturalists 
scrupulously point this out, even when an immense time inter- 
venes between their own •epoch and that of its introduction. 
The author has communicated to the Berlin Academy a few 
articles relating to the animal and vegetable kingdoms, wholly 
or partially translated. 

The Encyclopaedias of the Chinese are exceedingly nume- 
rous, and extremely different in style and extent. The Royal 
Library at Berlin possesses one of the most esteemed encyclopae- 
dias, the San-ts'ai-t'u-hoei, the natural historical part of which 
contains well executed representations of selected productions 
of the kingdoms of nature. .The descriptions themselves are 
generally merely abridged articles of the Ben-Uao, but some- 
times with modifications and original additions. Among the 
dictionaries in the encyclopaedia style, there is one which de- 
serves particularly to be mentioned, the Bvlehu-hilche, or Mir- 
ror of the Mandju Language, in which the definitions of na- 
tural objects frequently amount to actual descriptions. 

The Royal Library at Berlin possesses two geographical 
works, between the dates of which there b an interval of 700 
years. The opmpflrisoq of these offers much that is instruc- 
tive in an ethnological and natural historical point of view, 
because the surface of China at the time when the first of 
these works appeared (about 900 years ago) was not nearly 
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so generally cultivated nor so well peopled^ and the popular 
tion had by no means so uniform a type, as at present. In 
both, the productions are noticed topographically, according 
to the political division of China as it stood at the different 
periods ; but in comparing them we must assign the old dis« 
tricts to the present ones or their parts* This labour is much 
facilitated, however, by the local-historical sections of the geo- 
graphy, which always toll us how the district referred to was 
named under the different dynasties, or to what larger division 
it belonged. {Bericht iiber die Verhandlungen der Konigl 
Breuss. Akademie der WksemhafUn zu Berlin^ 1842. p. 167.J 


The Origin and Ilisiorg of the MedBace according to 
Mr Bradford. 

The facts adduced in the course of the author’s investi- 
gation tend, he conceives, to support the following conclu- 
sions 

I. That the three great groups of monumental antiquities in the United 
States, New Spain, and South America, in their style and character, pre- 
sent indications of having proceeded from branches of the same human 
family. 

II. That these nations were a rich, populous, civilized, and agricultural 
people ; constructed extensive cities, roads, aqueducts, fortifications, and 
temples ; were skilled in the arts of pottery, mctalluigy, and sculpture ; 
had attained an accurate knowledge of the science of astronomy ; were 
possessed of a national religion, subjected to a salutary control of a defi- 
nite system of laws, and were associated under regular forms of govern- 
ment. 

III. That from the uniformity of their physical appearance ; from the 
possession of relics of the art of hieroglyphic painting ; from universal 
analogies in their language, religion, traditions, and methods of interring 
the dead ; and from the general prevalence of certain arbitrary customs, 
nearly all the aborigines appear to be of the same descent and origin ; 
and that the barbarous tribes are the broken, scattered, and degraded rem- 
nants of a society originally more enlightened and cultivaiUd. 

lY. That two distinct ages may be pointed out in the history of the 
civilized nations — the first and most ancient, subsisting for a long and 
indeterminate period in unbroken tiapquillity, and marked towards its 
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close by the signs of social decadence i the second^ distinguished by na- 
tional changes; the inroads of barbarous or semi-civilized tribes^ the ex- 
tinction or subjugation of the old and the foundation of new and more 
extensive empires ; and^ 

V. That the first seats of civilization were in central America^ whence 
population was diffused through both continents^ from Cape Horn to the 
Arctic Ocean. 

In relation to the question of their origin; it appears— 

I. That the Hod racc; under various modifications; may be traced phy- 
sically into Etruria; Egypt, Madagascar, Ancient Scythia, Mongolia, 
China, Hindoostaii, Malaya, Polynesia, and America, and was a primi- 
tive and cultivated branch of the human family ; and, 

II. That the American aborigines are more or less connected with 
these several countries, by striking analogies in their artS; — their customs 
and traditions, — their hieroglyphical painting, — their architecture and 
temple-building, — their astronomical systems, and their superstitions, 
religion, and theocratical governments. It has long been a favourite 
theory, to trace the aborigines to a Tartar or Mongol migration from Si- 
beria, by Behring’s Straits. But the Mexicans and Peruvians resemble 
the cultivated nations of Oriental Asia, even more closely than do the 
ruder tribes, the Siberian nomades ; in fact, they are all of the same 
race, and, both in Asia and America, a decline into barbarism has pro- 
duced analogous developments, which, in connection with the* relics of 
their ancient religion and customs, nearly assimilate the savages of both 
continents. It is not to bo denied, that there are some tribes in North 
America, which may have proceeded in modern times from Siberia, — for 
example, — the Chippewyans,* and perhaps the Sioux, the Osages, Paw- 
nees,! and some of the North-Western nations but even in relation 
to the'e, the proof .depends mainly upon vague and uncertain traditions. 
But to suppose that the Mexicans, the Toltccs, the Chiapancse, the 
Mayas, and the Peruvians, were the descendants of such degraded and 
savage hordes as occupy north-eastern Asia ; or that they wandered from 
more southern Asiatic countries, through the cold and inhospitable re- 
gions of the north, without leaving any vestige of civilization on their 
way, appears equally contrary to experience and philosophy. The an- 
cient monuments in Siberia arc situated to the west and to the south, 
those of America are limited in their extent on the north-west ; and, in 
spite of the facility of communication afforded by the contiguity of the 
two continents in that direction, these facts w'ould seem to be decisive 
of the question. On^the other hand, the evidence of an early knowledge 
of the compass in China, <of the great maritime skill of the Malays, and 


* Mackenzie’s Journal, pp. 387, H3. 
t Pike’s Expedition, part i. p. 63 ; part ii. p. 9, 14. 
\ Sauer, pp. 160, 177. Coxe, pp. 151, 257. 
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of their navigation, in remote |gcs, of the Asiatic seas, the focli stated 
in relation to the peopling of islands by the accidental drifting of canoes, 
and more than ally the actual proof of tho distribution of population 
over the numerous and distant islands of the great PacifiCy from Asia to 
* Easter Islandy render it unnecessary to resort to the violent hypothesis of 
a northern route. What greater obstacles were thercy to impede a pas- 
sage from Easter Island to the American coasty than attended a migra- 
tion to Easter Island ? Indeed, this island itself appears to have been 
successively occupied by different families ; and its pyramidical edificeSy 
and its colossal obelisks and statues, are closely analogous to the Ameri- 
can monuments. 

When and by whom was America pedpled ? This interesting ques- 
tion, if it shall ever be solved, of course can be answered only in a gene- 
ral manner. Tho character of American civilization is not whplly indi- 
genous. Its mutual diversities are no more than might naturally arise, 
when nations of the same stock are separated ; its uniformities are great 
and striking, and exhibit, in common, an astonishing resemblance to 
many of the features of the most ancient types of eivilization in the 
Eastern hemisphere. The monuments of these nations were temples and 
palaces; their temples were pyramids; their traditions were interwoven 
with cosmogonical fables, which still retained relics of primitive history ; 
and their religion was sublime and just in many of its original doctrines, 
though debased in their superstitious abuse and corruption. In all this 
there is nothing modern, — nothing recent ; these features are not strictly 
Hindoo, Egyptian, or Chinese, though they approximate the aboriginal 
civilization to that Of each of these nations. The origin of this resem- 
blance is to be traced back to the earliest ages, when these great nations 
first separated, and carried into Egypt, Hindoostan, China, and America, 
the same religion, arts, customs, and institutions, to be variously modi- 
fied under the influence of diverse causes. The great diversity of Ame- 
rican languages, the few analogies they present to those of the Old 
World ; the absence of the use of iron ; certain peculiarities in their 
astronomical systems ; and some of their own traditions which have 
preserved the memory of the great events of ancient sacred history, and 
attribute the colonization of the continent to one of those tribes who 
were present at the dispersion of mankind, all tend to support this po- 
sition. The Red race, then, appears to be a primitive branch iff the hu- 
man family, to have existed in many portions of the globe, distinguished 
for early civilization ; and to have penetrated at a very ancient period 
into America. The American family does not appear to be derived from 
any nation now existing ; but it is assimilated by numerous analogies to 
the Etrurians, Egyptians, Mongols, Chinese, hnd Hind<fos ; it is most 
closely related to the Malays and Polynesians ; and the conjecture pos- 
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seising perliaps the highest degree df preHibility^ is that which maintains 
its origin from Asio^ through the Indian Archipelago. 

The most remarkable peculiarity in the institutions of all these nationsj 
is their religious character. LawSj government^ the arts and sciences, and 
the whole routine of private and public affairs, were under the direction * 
of the priesthood. Thence several consequences flowed,— the preserva- 
tion from a rapid decline into barbarism, so long as religion retained its 
supremacy,— the utter absence of progression and improvement,— and 
the stereotype character of the whole system of society. The sciences 
were occult ; long religious probations were necessary before their prin^ 
ciples were taught, and thus no generation possessed an advantage over 
the preceding one. Knowledge and civilization were not animate and 
instinct with natural warmth and vigour, but were embalmed, and like a 
shrivelled mummy, presented the mere outward form with nono of the 
vitality of existence. From this continued religious subjection originated 
also, that unchangeableness, that fixed and Immutable cliaracter, which 
distinguished all these nations, and which is a marked and prominent 
trait of the savage Indian. An inflexibility which adheres tenaciously to 
old forms and customs, and despises change ; which may be overpowered, 
but never yields ; and which, in view of the dreary impending fate of the 
aborigines, possess an air of melancholy grandeur ; for, as one of those 
coming events which cast their shadows before," the absolute extinc- 
tion of this ancient race seems^ to be rapidly and irresistibly approach- 
ing. Upon this continent, the pure types of the new and the old era of 
civilization have met and encountered each other. The family presenting 
the one, having occupied this vast region for countless ages undisturbed 
by the approach of other and modem races, had been allowed the amplest 
scope for development, and yet, at the discovery, the greater portion of 
the continent was inhabited by savage hordes ; within the United States, 
the barbarous tribes appear to have been greatly depopulated, and the 
ancient cultivated nations to have become extinct ; even in Mexico and 
Pera, the civilization of the first ages seems to have surpassed that of 
later times, and society generally was in a state of decadence. The old 
system,— its moral and social elements,— its capacity for self-improve- 
tnent,— had thus been fairly tried and tested; and the time had arrived 
when a new race, and the Christian religion, were appointed to take 
possessiolh of the soil.— (From an interesting work lately published On the 
Origin and HUtory qfthe Red Raee^ by Alexander W. Bradford.) 



Meteorologieal TaUet. 


159 


Mean Sesults of the Thermometer, and the Quantity of Sain, 
for 1841, at Alford in Aberdeenshire — about Lat. 67® 13' JV. ; 
420 feet above the level of the sea, and 26 miles inland from 
the sea at Aberdeen. Also, the number of fair days, aurf of 
days on which rain or snow fell, more or less. By the Rev. 
James Farqvharsom, LL.D., F.R.S. Communicated by 
the Author. 


The Thermometer was registered at 8jh. a.m., and 8h. p.m., 
and the daily extremes, indicated by self-reg^tering Thermo- 
meters, were registered at the latter hour. 
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The adoption of Sir David Brewster’s suggestion — to make 
each of the daily observations half-an-hour earlier than the 
hours at which the mean temperature came out at' Leith, has 
brought tlie means of the morning and evening hours within 
one thirteenth of a degree of each other ; so that, as far as one 
year’s observations can determine the matter, his calculation 
of the hours at which the mean temperature occurs at Alford 
seems very correct. 

The year 1841 has been, as a whole, unkindly to the pro- 
ductions of the earth. This has been owing to the unfavour- 
able distribution of the heat and moisture to the different months, 
rather than to any mean deficiency of the former or excess of 
th? latter. The dry months of March and April were highly 
favourable for cultivating the ground and depositing the seed 
in it ; but unseasonably dry weather, from about the 10th of 
May to the 4th of July, prevented the grain crops from stock- 
ing, and making the usual progress ; and caused the hay crop 
to be very deficient. From the 4th, the month of July proved 
cold and wet, and unusually gloomy — to such a degree, indeed, 
that a part of the oats failed in the flowering process ; a thing 
very uncommon in that hardy grain. August proved favour- 
able, especially after the 13th; and as September, till the 
25th, was of the average temperature for the season, the grain 
crops, although deficient in quantity, filled and ripened tolera- 
bly well. From that latter date repeated heavy rains, with- 
out intermediate windy days, as occurred in the harvest of 
1840, rendered the labours of the harvest extremely difficult, 
and the grain suffered considerable damage by sprouting in 
the sheaf. The weather did not steadily clear up till No- 
vember, when the latest cut gnun was ultimately secured in 
greater ^safety than what was cut earlier. Happily, amidst 
these unfavourable circumstances, and altheugh the ripening 
of the grain was somewhat late, no frost intervened to damage 
it while abroad in the fields ; and neither the deficiency of the 
produce, nor the. injury inflicted by the wet harvest, are of 
such magnitude as to excite much alarm. 

The unusual number of the days on which rain has fallen, 
and the gloominess of the later summer and of the autumnal 
months, have rendered, the year a very uncomfortable one to 
the human feelings. 




Abstract of Meteorological Observation for 1841, made at Applegarth Manse j Dumfriessliire^ By the Kev. Wm. Dunbar, D. D, 

Long. 3** W W. Lat. 55** 13' X. ; Height above the Sea, 180 feet ; Distance from the Sea, 10 miles ; Rain-Gauge, 5'feet from the Ground. 
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Proceedings of the Royal Society of Edinburgh. 
(Continued from vol. xxxiii. p. 1970 

January 17. 1842. — Dr Aberorombie, V.P. in the Chair. 

1. On the Identity of the Animal Matters which form the 

Basis of tlic Animal Fluids and Solids. By James Stark, 
M.D., F.R.C. Phys. 

2. On the Parasitic Fungi found growing on the Bodies of 

Living Animals. By John Hughes Bennett, M.D. Com- 
municated by Dr Graham. Part I. 

February 7. — Sir T. M. Brisbane, Bart., President in the 
(■hair. 

1. On the Parasitic Fungi found growing on the Bodies of* 

Living Animals. By John Hughes Bennett, M D. Com- 
municated by Dr Graham. Part II. 

2. On the Action of Water on Lead. By Dr Christison. 

The author, after briefly stating the results of his Experimental 
Inquiries, publi.shed on this subject in 1829, proceeded to desenbe 
two instances which had recently come under his notice, illustrative 
of tlie solvent action of certain terrestrial waters on lead, and of the 
danger of using this metal for conducting water in pipes, unless with 
a due regard to the circumstances which promote or provent its cor- 
roding property. In one instance, the water of a spring, conveyed 
in a lead-pipe from a distance of three quarters of a mile, wa$ found 
to act so powerfully on the lead, that in a short time the cistern in 
which the water was collected became covered with loose carbonate of 
lead, and the metal could easily bo detected in the state of oxide dis- 
solved in the water. In this case, the action was found to depend 
on the spring being of extraordinary purity, its total saline ingre- 
dients being only a 22,000th part. Ln.the other* instance, water 
convoyed half a mile in a lead pipe, was impregnated exactly in the 
same way, and with the very same phenomena, — but with the addi- 
tional circumstance, that, in consequence of the impregnation not 
having bebn detected in time, as ira the previous case, the disease^ 
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CoUca i>ictonnm, broke out in the lioiiso supplied with the water. In 
this case, the w'ater was by no moans pure, as it was found to con- 
tain no less than a 4,500th part of saline matter. But there was 
scarcely any other salt present except muriates, which the author 
Iiad ascertained in his former researches not to prevent the action 
of water on lead, unless present in much larger quantity. 

lie next proceeded to explain in what manner the action of the 
water was put an end to in both these cases. In .similar instances, 
the only remedy formerly thought of was substitution of iron- 
pipes. In the former of the two cases which fell under his notice, 
the water w/is left at rest in the pipe for four months, till a firm 
crust of mixed carbonate and sulphate of lead had cry.stallixod on the 
lead ; after which no farther action took place. In the latter in- 
stance, the same end was attained by keeping the pipe full of a solu- 
tion of phosphate of soda, consisting of 27,000th of the salt. 

The author appended an analysis of the compound formed by the 
action of distilled wato^* on lead. Guyton-Morveau and others con- 
sidered it a hydrated oxide ; the author himself, in 1829, thought 
it a neutral carbonate ;][and, in 1834, Captain Yorko first considered 
it a hydrated oxide, and eventually concluded from his analyses, 
that it is an irregular mixture of hydrated oxide and carbonate of 
lead. The author finds that the product is a hydrated oxide, wdien 
the action goes on without the access of carbonic acid ; but that, 
when the action proceeds in the usual w\ay, under exposure to the 
atmosphere, the product is a crystalline body, of which the primi- 
tive form seems to be the regular octahedron, and which is composed 
of two equivalents of neutral carbonate, united with one equivalent 
of hydrated oxide (2 PbO CO^-f-PbO Aq). 

He then stated the following to be the general conclusions to be 
drawn in a practical point of view, from his present and previous 
inquiries as to the use of lead for conveying water : — 

1. Lead-pipes ought not to be used for the purpose of conveying 
water, at least where th^ distance is considerable, without a careful 
chemical examination of the water to bo transmitted. 

2. The risk^Sf a dangerous impregnation with lead is greatest in 
the instance of the purest water*?. 

3. Water, which tarnishes polished lead, when left at rest upon 
it. in. a glass vessel for a few hours, cannot be safely transmitted 
through lead-pipes without certain precautions. 
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4. Water, which contains less than about an 8000th of. salts in 
solution, cannot bo safely conducted in lead-pipes, without certain 
precautions. 

6. Even this proportion will prove insufficient to prevent corro- 
sion, unless a considerable part of thg saline matter consist of carbo- 
nates and sulphates, especially the former. 

6. So large a proportion as a 4000th, probably even a consider- 
ably larger proportion, will bo insufficient, if the salts in solution bo 
in a groat measure muriates. 

7. In all cases, even though tho^composition of. tho water seems 
to bring it within the conditions of safety, now stated, an attentive 
examination should bo made of the water, after it has been running 
for a few days through the pipes. For it is not improbablo, that 
other circunfstanccs, besides those hitherto ascertained, may modify 
tho preventive influence of tho neutral salts. 

8. When tho water is judged to be of a kind which is likely to 
attack lead-pipes, or when it actually flows through them impreg- 
nated with lead, a remedy may be found, either in leaving tho pipes 
full of tho w'ater, and at rest for three or four months, or by substi- 
tuting for tho water a weak solution of phosphate of soda, in tho 
proportion of about a 25,000th part. . 

February 22.— The Right Hon. Lord Greenock, V. P., in 
the Chair. 

1. On the Necessity of the Sense of Muscular Action to the 
full Exercise of the Organs of the Senses. Jiy Sir 
Charles Bell, K.Il. 

March 7. — Sir T. M. Brisbane, Bart., President, in the 
Chair. 

1. On the most recent Disturbance of the Crust of the Earth, 

in respect to its suggesting a Hypothesis to account for 
the Origin of Glaciers, By Sir George Mackenzie, Bart. 

(Published in this Journal, vol. xxxiii. p. 1.) 

• 

2. Geological Notes on the Alps of Dauphinf'. *. By Professor 

Forbes. 

The district proposed to bo described, in so far ns it was studied 
by tho author iu two journeys iu 1839 'and 1841, is an out-lycf or 
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appendage to the main Alpine chain, which occupies a considerable 
poition of the old province of Dauphin^, and the modern depart- 
ments of the Hautes Alpes and Iserc. It is bounded, roughly, by 
the rivers Arc and Isere on the north, and by the Durance and the 
Drac in other directions. Its nucleus is essentially granitic, against 
which sedimentary deposits of limestone, of different ages, and espe- 
cially of lias and chalk, repose in highly elevated or contorted strata ; 
and it not unfreq[uently happens, that the dislocation of strata has 
been so great, that the gneiss or granite rocks are superimposed upon 
the secondary formations. 

The granitic mountains of Oisans, which arc amongst the highest 
of the second order of European chains, attain a greater elevation at 
theijr culminating point, the Mont Pelvoux, than any of the Alps 
between Mont Blanc and the Mediterranean. Even Mont Iseran 
and Monte Vise arc surpassed in height by this summit, which 
measures 13,468 English feet. The ravines by which the chain is 
intersected have a corresponding depth and ruggedness, so that the 
eolSf or passages from one valley to another, are generally covered 
with perpetual ice and snow, and present, besides, more continuous 
and inaccessible precipices than are common in any part of Switzer- 
land. The author shortly doscribod several journeys made through 
the central part of this district, in which it became necessary to 
cross coh of above 10,000 loot in height, iVom whence alone an in- 
timate kiiowlcd;j[o of the structure of these mountains can be ob- 
tained. 

Guided by the interesting memoir of M. Elio do Beaumont, on 
the geology of the Montagnes Oisans^ and by the admirable map 
of Bourcet, he was enabled, in a great many particulars, to verify 
the observations of tho first named distinguished geologist, especially 
as refers to tho phenomena visible at the contract of the calcareous 
and granitic rocks, which left no doubt on tho author’s mind that 
tho superposition of the latter to tho former is undeniably true. No 
more can it be doubted, that, as M. £. dc Bctaumont affirms, we 
have here evidence of the extensive elevation of previously deposited 
sedimentary rocks, probably by the appearance from below of tho 
granite itself. Professor torbes feels some hesitation in admitting, 
with M. de Beaumont, the crateriform nature of this elevation, as 
indicated by a qiia-qua^versal dip of the stratified rocks round a cen- 
tral point in the iioighbour^ood of the Mont Pelvoux, and by tho 
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radiation of the vallies from that centre. * Ho considers that the 
observations of the great French geologist, when analysed, m well 
as his own, rather point to an anti-clinal axis passing through the 
point in question, and prolonged in a NN.W. and SS.E. direction ; 
accompanied, however, with various eninor lines or centres of dislo* 
cation, especially that which elevated tho mountain of Grande Bousse 
to the northward, of which the geology has been ably described by 
M. Dausso. TJio interference of this elevation with the previous 
one (roughly parallel to tho torrent of the Veneau), probably pro- 
duced the excessive disturbance of ftie strata of lias near La Grave, 
which have been jostled between the two granite masses. 

These views are supported, partly by a consideration* of the ex- 
ternal contour of the group, and partly by direct observations of the 
bearing and dip of tho strata. 

March 24. — Dr Abercrombie, V.P. in the Chair. 

1. On a New Species of British Grass of the genus Helens, 

and Observations on some of the more closely allied spe- 
cies of Grasses found in the Neighbourhood of Edin- 
burgh. By Richard Parnell, M.D., F.E.S.E. 

2. On the Ultimate Secreting Structure of Animals. By 

John Goodsir, lisq. Communicated by Professor Synie. 

After referring to tlio labours of tliose anatomists who had veri- 
fied Malpighi’s doctrine of the follicular nature of gland ducts, tho 
author alluded to Purkinje’s hypothesis of the secreting ftinction of 
the nucleated corpuscules of these organs. In a rapid sketch of the 
results of inquiries since the appearance of Muller's work •• Do Peni- 
tiore Structura Glandiilaruiii,” and more particularly of the obser- 
vations of Henlc and others on tho closed vesicles which are situated 
at tho extremities of certain ducts, Mr Goodsir stated, that no ana- 
tomist had hitherto ** proved that secretion takes place within tho 
primitive nucleated cell itself, or had pointed out the intimate nature 
of the changes which go on in a secreting org^n dupng the perform- 
ance of its function,” * 

Numerous examples were now given of secretions detected in the 
cavities of nucleated cells of various glands iind secreting surfaces. 
Among those secretions were tho ink of the Cephalopoda, aAd the 
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purple otJanthina and Aplysia^ bilo in an extensive series of ani- 
mals, urine in the mollusk, milk, &c. 

The wall is believed by the author to bo the part of the cell en- 
gaged in the process of secretion. Tho cavity contains the secreted 
substance, and tlie nucleus isathe reproductive organ of the cell. A 
primitive cell engaged in secretion is denominated by the author a 
primary secreting cell ; and each cell of this kind is endowed with 
its own peculiar property, according to the organ in which it is situ- 
ated. The discovery of the secreting agency of tho primitive cell 
does not remove the principal ‘‘mystery in which tho function has al- 
ways been involved ; but tho general fact that tho primitive cell is 
the ultimate secreting structure is of great value in phytiology, in- 
asmuch as it connects secretion with growth as phenomena regulated 
by the same laws ; and explains one of the greatest dilHcultics in the 
science, viz. why a secretion flows from a free surface only of a se- 
creting membrane , — the secretion exists only on the free surface cn- 
closed in the ripe cells which constitute that surface. 

The author then proceeded to the consideration of tho origin, tho 
development, and the disappearance of the primary secreting coll — 
a subject which necessarily invqlved the description of the various 
minute arrangements of glands and other secreting organs. After 
describing the changes which occur in the testicle of Squalus cornu- 
hicusj when tho organ is in a state of functional activity, and in the 
liver of Carcinus mtenas, it was stated that these w^ere selected as 
examples of two orders of glands denominated by the author vesicu- 
lar and follicular. 

Tho changes which occur in the first order consist in the forma- 
tion and disappearance of closed vesicles or acini. 

Each acinus might bo, first, a single coll, denominated by tho 
author the primary or germinal cell ; or, secondly, of two or more 
cells enclosed in the primary cell, and produced from its nucleus. 

The enclosed cells he denominates the secondary cells of tho aci- 
nus, and in tho cavities of these, between their nuclei and cell-walls, 
the peculiar secretion of the gland is contained. The primary cell 
with its included gvoup of cells, each full of secretion, is appended 
to fhe extremity or side of one of the terminal ducts, and conse- 
quently does not communicate with that duct, a diaphragm formed 
by a portion of tho primary cell-wall stretching across the pedicle. 
When the secretion in the group of included cells is fully elabo- 
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rated, tlie diapliragm dissolves or gives way< tho cells burst, and the 
secretion flows along the ducts, the acinus disappearing, and mak- 
ing room for a neighbouring acinus, which has in tho mean time 
been advancing in a similar manner, Tho whole parenchyma of 
glands of this order is thus, accor^ig to these observations, in a 
constant state of change, — of developmont, maturity, and atrophy,-— 
this series of changes being directly proportional to the profusene^s 
of tlio secretion. 

In tho second order of glands, tlio follicular, as oxemplifled in tho 
liver of Cardnm mtenas^ the gormhial cell or spot, is situated at tho 
blind extremity of the folliclo, ^and tho secreting cells, as they ad- 
vance along the follicle, become distended with their peculiar secre* 
tion. • 

Among other general conclusions deduciblo from those observa- 
tions, it appeared that ducts are to be considered as intercellular 
passages, into which tho secretions formed by cells are cast. 

Finally, tho author inferred from tho whole inquiry, 1. That se- 
cretion is a function of the nucleated cell, and takes place within it ; 
and, 2. That growth and secretion are identical — tho same procofcS 
under diiFercnt circumstances. 

April 4. — Sir T. M. Brisbane, Bart., President, in the 
Chair. 

1. On the Theoretical Investigation of the Absolute Intensity 

of Interfering Light. By Professor Kelland. 

2. On the Quarantinc-Clawflcation of Substances, with a 

View to the Prevention of Plague. By John Davy,. 
M.D., F.R.S., L. & E. 

3. Results of Experiments on the Specific Heat of Certain 

Rocks. By M. Regnault of Paris. Communicated by 

the Secretary. 

Professor Forbes observed, that, in his communication to tho Royal 
Society on the Conductivity of Soils for Heat, on tho 20tli Decom- 
ber last (see Proceedings, page 343*), be had refetyed to the sepa- 
ration of tho conductivity and specific heat, which are involved in tho 
results of tho thermonietric experiments on subterranean tempem- 
ture. In order to eliminate the effect of specific heat, M. Regnault 
of Paris (well known by his experiments on this subject) uijdertook, 
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at the request of M.* Elie de Beaumont, to ascertain the specific 
heats of the soils in which the different sets of thermometers are 
sunk. These are communicated in a letter from M. £. de Beau- 
mont to Professor Forbes, as follows : 

specific Heut. 


Porphyry of the Calton Hill, • 0.20664 

Another experiment, . 0.20587 

Mean, 0.20620 

Sand of the Experimental fiiarden, 0.19432 

Sandstone of Craigleith Quany^ 0.19257 

• Another experiment, . 0.19152 

Mean, 0.19205 


Some correction would no doubt require to bo made for the quan- 
tity of moisture contained in the rocks. 

4 . On the Effect of Snow in apparently increasing the Force 
of Solar Radiation. By Professor Forbes, 

Referring to a communication made by him to the Society on tho 
Ist February 1841 (see Proceedings, page 322), the author re- 
minded the Society that he had then endeavoured to account for cer- 
tain anomalous facts observed by Dr Richardson, connected with 
solar radiation in the Polar Regions, by adverting to the intense 
radiating effect of a covering of snow. The disappearance of this 
snowy covering in the month of May, the author had observed to be 
synchronous with the anomalous (^inution of solar radiation, ascer- 
tained by a blackened thermometer, in the months of June and July, 
compared with the months of April and May. 

Professor Forbes endeavoureef to verify his conjecture, by direct 
oxperimehts on tho force of the sun amongst the snowy mountains 
of Switaferland ; and it was so completely borne out, that the limited 
range of his instrument (Leslie’s photometer) was in clear weather 
always outrun, when it was exposed on a snowy surface ; and even 
when placed upon a (lark, rock (on the moraine of a glacier), tho re- 
flected light from the neighbouring snowy summits was so intenso 
os to give extraordinarily high indications. Owing to the construc- 
tion of the instruments, he was unable to estimate their readings 
correctly ; but he hopes id make more accurate observations during 
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the ensuing summer. Sir John Uersc^eVi^ jactinometer gave a value 
of the solar radiation, nearly independent of its position upon snow 
or rock. 

April — The Right Hon. Lord ^bucEMOCK^ Y. P. in the 

Chair. 

1. On the Structure, Formation, and Movement of Glaciers ; 
and the probable cause of their former extension and 
subsequent disappearance. By James Stark, M.D., 
F.R.S E, 

The author endeavoured to prove, from the recorded fittts stated 
by different writers, that the crystalline particles of which the ice 
of glaciers is composed, do not sensibly enlarge after being consoli- 
dated into compact ice ; tlmt the crystals have been shewn to be 
fully and perfectly formed in the course of a few nights in tho 
Polar Regions ; and that they have a position perpendicular to the 
layer of ice which they form, — their length being thus determined 
by the thickness of that layer. 

Tho author next considered the different forms of stratification 
met with in glaciers, and stated that the greatest confusion prevailed 
on this point, different forms of stratification being confounded to- 
gether. He therefore considers glaciers as composed of— 

1. Horizontal Strata^ or layers lying in the position in which 
they were first deposited, and only seen in the upper regions of the 
mountains. He stated that these strata were usually regarded as 
marking tho additions which the icy mass had annually received, 
each layer being the accumulated snow of one year ; but that, as 
the Meteorological Tables kept at tho Hospice of the Great St Ber- 
nard shewed that fmm 300 to 700 inches of snow fell during the 
six winter months, it seemed possible that each layer marked the 
separate storms of snow ; or, if they marked tho annual accumula- 
tions, they apparently proved, what had not previously been sus- 
pected, that snow and ice waste nearly as rapidly in tho upper as 
they do in tho lower regions. 

2. Vertical and Longitudinal Strata, The author stated, that 
these strata were always of great tenuity, were more or less perpen- 
dicular, but bad always a direction parallel with the retaining wall 
or length of the glacier. Their mode of ’formation ho attributed fo 
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tho onward movement of the glacier leaving narrow spaces interven- 
ing between the sides of the already formed icy mass and the flanks 
of the valley, which, being filled up Milh the loose and softened 
snow lying on the sloping flanks, w'as, frorfi the falling of the tem- 
perature during the night, and from contcoct with the already formed 
icy mass, converted into a layer of solid ice. From tho thinness of 
these layers, the author regarded them as marking the additions 
which had been daily made to the glacier. The author also stated 
that it would, in all probability, bo found that, wherever pillars, pyra- 
mids, or needles of ice w^cro m6t with, this structure would be found 
present ; as tho fissures wdiicli always crossed tho glacier from side ^ 
to side, divided it into transvei*se sections, which, when unequally 
supported below, would split into smaller fragments in the planes ot 
thoir stratification, so that each fragment w^ould necessarily assiimo 
tho form of a vertical prismatic column. 

3. A combination of the Horizontal with the Vertical and Lon- 
gitudinal Strata. The author stated, that, as the mass composed of 
tho horizontal strata of the upper regions slowly advanced to il»o 
lower ones, it received, in tho manner above stated, a lateral increase, 
which, at the same time that it increased its breadth, probably also 
added to its depth. That, as the glacier continued to advance, the 
horizontal strata, Vhich lay uppermost, w^ould melt aw^ay first, so 
that at one point they would only bo observed in tho middle of the 
glacier, and lower dowm oven completely disappear. He mentioned 
several facts which seemed to prove his position. 

4. Transverse more ar less inclined Strata. Tho author stated 
that this variety of stratification had not been recognised as a dis- 
tinct forfii, but had been confounded with the horizontal stratifica- 
tion. He stated that this form would only bo met with when tho 
original structure of tho glacier had 'been broken up and destroyed 
by some pbstructing barrier or other cause. lie instanced as the 
most marked example of this tho terminal portion of tho Bhono 
glacier, after it pours into the valley of the Rhone over its rocky 
barrier or precipice. He described the strata as being formed close 
to the icy mass on which tho icy cataract descends, originally paral- 
lel to each other, and with a dip of 70^; but that, as now layers 
are formed, and the first formed layers arc pushed forwards, they 
lose their parallelism to each other, and assume angles of dip less 
and* less as they approach the termination of tho glacier. This 
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change of dip and of parallelism the author attributed to the for- 
ward movement and plasticity of the mass, together with the greater 
amount of friction below, where the ends of the layers were in con- 
tact with the ground, and the constant deprivation of support ante- 
riorly and below, from the continued melting of the ice at these parts, 
which would give the layers a constant tendency to fall forwards. 

The author then proceeded to show that fissures or crevices in 
glaciers could not be produced in consequence of the unequal expan- 
sion of the ice itself, nor in consequence of the expansion of the air 
contained within its pores ; but that in every case crevices were pro- 
duced in consequence of the movement of the glacier over the in- 
clined plane on which it rested. 

Tlie author next passed to the second division of his subject, the 
Movement of Glaciers, and first commented on the Dilatation Theory, 
lie endeavoured to prove that none of tl)e phenomena observed in 
glaciers could bo accounted for by that theory ; that a glacier was 
not retarded in its movement though riddled with crevices ; that 
the supposed dilatation did not alter the form of the walls of the^e 
crevices ; that it did not close them at their upper extremity nor 
widen tliem out below ; that it did not give rise to any convexity of 
I the surface of the glacier ; that the icy mass did not require to touch 
the rocky walls of the valley through which it passed ; that it could 
move onw ards for miles quite unsupported on its margins ; that du- 
ring a wliole summer, whilst its movement was greatest, it never 
dilated even the few feet requisite to fill up the spaces intervening 
between its margin and the rocky walls of the valley ; that it ad- 
vanced during the heat of the day, and during winter, when it is al- 
lowed no dilatation can take place ; that it w'as unlikely w^ater could 
percolate during the course of one day tlirough a solid mass of ice, 
more than 100 feet thick, especially when that ice was colder than 
the freezing point of water ; that pools of water (in the Polar Re- 
gions) remained unfrozen for whole weeks during the summer, whilst 
their progressive motion was greatest. For these and other reasons, 
the author arrived at the conclusion, “ that glaciers do not advance 
in con.sequenco of a process of dilatation of thoir *icy mass.** 

The author next enquired into the proofs of the 'truth of the 
sliding theory, and stated, that he had satisfied himself that every 
phenomenon known to occur in glaciers could be explained by it. 
Ho brought forward, as explanatory circumstances, the descent ot* 
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avalanches ; — the descent of trees, along the slide of Alpnach >the 
fact proved by the meteorological tables kept at the Hospice of the 
Graat St Bernard, when compared with the descent of Hugi’s hut on 
the Aar Glacier, — that the greater the fall of snow in the upper re- 
gions during winter, the greater is the descent of the glaciers during 
the following summer; — and lastly, the fact that the higher the moun* 
tain range (and of course the greater the quantity of ice or snow), the 
lower was the level to which glaciers descend. He also endeavoured to 
shew that the glaciers, or icy masses, covering the mountains, and 
filling their vallies, at no part of their course are frozen to the soil on 
which they rest; and that the temperature of the soil covered with 
deep masses of snow or ice, was probably never below 32° Fahren- 
heit. 

The author made a shoi*t digression here, to account for the pro- 
bable cause of tlie former extension of glaciers, and their subse- 
quent disappearance. He endeavoured to show, that the scattered 
boulders, &c. marking the former extension of glaciers, were all 
over the surface of the older alluvium (diluvium of Buckland) and 
he hence endeavoured to ascertain at what period that alluvium was 
formed. After a full examination of tho subject, and especially 
from the examination of the fossil remains found in that alluvium, 
he arrived at tho conclusion, tliat the waters of the deluge were the 
cause of the formation of that alluvium ; and he accounted for 
the former extension of glaciers, by the known effect of water, in 
the act of evaporating, producing cold, especially when acted on by 
a brisk wind, which was the state of the earth immediately after 
the deluge. The increased moisture in the atmosphere at this 
period, he thought, would furnish ample supplies of snow and ice 
for the purpose, aiid being first deposited on the elevated peaks, 
would rapidly spread over all those extended surfaces which glaciers 
are thought once to have covered. Their subsequent disappearance 
he accounted for, by supposing that the icy or snowy covering pre- 
vented the loss by radiation of the heat received by tho earth's crust 
from the interior of the earth ; since this heat, gradually accumu- 
lating below, cwould in tjme melt the icy masses at their lower ex- 
tremities faster than they could be supplied from above, and thus 
reduce thorn to their present dimensions. He illustrated this view, 
by mentioning the fact^ that the angular boulders, &c. are pretty 
i*qually scattered oVer *all the extended surfaces which glaciei*s are 



175 


On the Movement of Glaciers. 

thought formerly to have eoverod, but are rarely seen to form the 
dykes or moraines seen at the terminations of glaciers at present in 
existence ; this fact apparently proviig that they must have com** 
menced their decay very shortly after their formation. 

The author stated several other arguments in favour of the truth 
of the sliding theory ; from all which ho inferred, that the move- 
ment was not a continuous but an interrupted process ; — that when 
the melting of the sides of the mass detached it from its attachment 
to the sides of the valley, and it became undermined below, by the 
melting of its base, the force of gravity, unresisted by friction, was 
brought into plagr, and it made a sudden progressive movement 
(whicli might be only an inch or several feet), when it remained at 
rest, till the same causes produced a renewal of the same result, 
lie shewed, that though many parts of these icy masses were nearly 
level, all the upper portions, and many of the lower, were lying over 
such inclined planes, that gravity could exert its full power in their 
propulsion ; and as the whole icy mass was tolerably solid and con- 
tinuous, the greater movement of one portion was communicated 
more or loss throughout its whole length, and tended to urge for- 
wards and downwards those parts which had less tendency to move 
onwards of themselves. 

The author also endeavoured to account for the advance of one 
glacier, and the retirement of another alongside of it, by supposing 
that it was caused by the snows being drifted away from the one 
valley exposed to the blast, and from which the glacier, which was 
retiring, descended, and being deposited in deep wreaths in the other, 
which was probably more sheltered, and from which descended the 
glacier, which was making destructive advances. The increased ac- 
cumulation of snow, by furnishing a supply greater than the waste, 
caused the one glacier to advance, whilst the other retired, in conse- 
quence of the w'aste at its lower extremity exceeding thd supplies 
from above. 

2. On Plague, in relation to the question of its Nature, whe- 

ther or not a Contagious Disease. . By J ohn Davy, M.D , 
F.RtS.S* L. & £)t 

3. Analysis of Two New Minerals of the Zeolite Family 
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By Thomas Anderson, M D. Communicated by Dr 
Cbristison.* 

4. Dr Christison exhibitediHipecimens from the Government 
Superintendant of Tea Culture in Assam, illustrating 
the several ages at which the leaves of the Assam and 
China Tea-plants are used for making the different com- 
mercial varieties of black and green tea. 

An examination of those specimens seemed to prove, that the leaves 
of the China tea-plant, cultivated at the same plantation with the 
tea-plant of Assam, are considerably less, and somewhat thicker, but 
otherwise so exactly similar, tliat the two plants may well bo mere 
varieties of the same species,— an opinion now generally adopted by 
bothnists in India. The specimens further illustrated the doctrine 
deduced fiom recent investigations in India, that the different kinds 
of green and black tea are made from the leaves of one species of 
plant, collected at different periods of their development. The spe- 
cimens were collected in April 1841. The unexpanded shoots and 
very young leaves are marked as yielding Pekoe, a black tea, and 
Young Hyson, a green tea, by different modes of preparation. The 
fully-expanded, but still young leaves, are stated to produce Pou- 
bhong, Souchong, and Campoi, among tho black teas, and Imperial* 
Gunpowder, and Hyson, among tho green teas. Older and firmer 
leaves produce Congo, a black tea» wd Twangkay and Hyson-skins, 
two of the green teas ; and the oldest and coarsest of tho leaves pro- 
duce Bohea, the lowest in quSl^y of the black teas. 


Proceedings of the Wernerian Natural History Society. 

(Continued from vol. xxxiii. p. 198.) 

The thirty-sixth Session commenced on the 2C/A Nwemher 1842, Dr 
AoDBftT Hamilton, V.P., in the Cliair. The following office-bearers were 
elected for the ensuing year:— 

Preeident. 

Robbbt Jausson, Esq. F.R.8S.L. & £., Professor of Natural History in 
the University i>f Edinburgh. 


* Pnblisbed in the present Number, p. 21. 
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SCIENTIFIC INTELLIGENCE. 

GEOLOGY AND GEOGRAPHY. 

1. M. El lede Beaumont on ilte former low Temperature of European 
Winters , — When speaking of winters sufficiently cold to admit of 
large ico-borgs floating in great numbers as far as latitude 50^ (see 
(Dharpentier's Paper, at p. 59. of .the present Number), M. E. de 
Beaumont says : — At first sight, this supposition appears contrary 
to the hypothesis so generally admitted^ that the terrestrial globe 
was warmer during former geological periods than it is at present, and 
that it Jias been subsequently gradually cooled. This apparent op- 
position ceases, however, when we consider that the temperature of 
a given portion of the globe during a given time, depends not only 
on the general temperature of the globe, but also on the manner in 
which the Isothermal Lines were disposed, during that saii\e period, 
under the influence of seas and of mountains whose configuration 
was quite different from the configuration of the seas and mountains 
of the present day. The globe, during the period which pi^eceded 
ours, may as a whole have been a little M’armer than it now is, and 
yet central Europe may have had a climate similar fb tliat of Ca- 
nada, where the phenomenon of the transport of blocks of rock by 
ice has been observed in latitude 48^ or 60^. This supposition of 
colder winters in Europe, during the geological period preceding our 
epoch, would, moreover, be in harmony witU many other observations. 
(fio^nptes RenduSy vol. xiv. p. 101.) • 

VOL. XXXIV NO. LXVII. — JANUARY 1843. M 


178 Scieniific Inielltgence — Geology and Geography. 

2* Determination of the Amount of Depression of the Dead Sea below 
the level of the Mediterranean . — In an article published in the 29th 
▼ol. of this Journal, p. 96, we detailed, at considerable length, the 
various conclusions regarding this depression deduced from the ob- 
servations and experiments of Schubert, Moore and Beck, Bertou 
and Bussegger. Since that time its amount has been estimated at 
1200 feet from data obtained by the late Sir Daniel Wilkie. We 
are glad to find, by the following remarks contained in Mr Hamil- 
ton's address to the Geographical Society of London, that this in- 
teresting problem has now been completely and satisfactorily solved 
by Lieutenant Symonds of the Boyal Engineers : — “ This officer, 
during the last year, carried a line of levels across from J.i to the 
Dead Sea by two different routes ; and the results, corresponding to 
witliin an insignificant fraction, give 1311.9 feet for the depression 
of the Dead Sea below the level of the Mediterranean, being a very 
few feet less than that given by M. Bei*tou. Lieutenant Symonds, 
by the same operations, found the level of the Lake of Tiberias to 
be only 328 feet below that of the Mediterranean, making an in- 
clination of nearly 1000 feet between this lake and the Dead Sea, 
a distance of about 70 miles."' 

3. On the Grooves and Polished Surf aces cdthe contact of Ancient Be» 
condary Strata . — Professor Rogers, at a late meeting of the As- 
sociation of American Geologists, made some remarks respecting 
the grooved and polished surfaces at the contact of ancient se- 
condary strata. He thinks he has seen unequivocal instances of 
these in Pennsylvania. Their production, at periods when the 
earth's temperature was manifestly incompatible with the exist- 
ence of ice, would seem to demonstrate that angular detrital 
matter, urged by water, is able of itself to score and polish the 
surfaces of rocks. 

Professor W. B. Rogers continued the illustration of this sub- 
ject, by calling attention particularly to the evidences of ancient 
denudation and drifting action, so strikingly displayed along the 
place of Junction of the Oriskany sandstone (Formation VII., of 
the Reports), and the subjacent limestones Formation VI.). 
In many districts the limestone has been irregularly denuded, 
and even to^^a great extent removed; and at the same time 
fragments of the limestone and fossils, water-worn and blended 
with coarse sand and gravel, have been accumulated to form 
the lower beds of the Oriskany rock. The rapid fluctuation 
hi thickness of the upper limestones, as witnessed in Virginia, 
Pennsylvania, and Western New York (near Black Rock, for 
example), Professor*R. ascribed rather to the irregular force of 
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the denudation, than to irregularity of tHickness in the original 
deposit. He dwelt upon the epoch of this limestone seiies,and the 
commencement of theoverlyingsandstone^asone of great interest in 
the history of the Appalachian rocks, marked as it is, throughout a 
great part of the Appalachian belt, by evidences of a sudden and 
great change in the physical conditions of the ancient sea, and 
by the proofs of attendant drifting and denuding action of extra- 
ordinary energy, lie contended that the grooved and worn sur- 
faces of the limestone wdiich mark the abrading action of a drift 
at this ancient period, together with the same phenomena ob- 
served in the rocks of other portions of the Appalachian series, as 
described by Professor H. S. Rogers and Mr Hall, bear so striking 
a resemblance to those more recent effects, which have given rise 
of late to such deeply interesting speculations, that it would seem 
unphilosophical to refer the two to different mechanical causes. 
He therefore maintained, that as in the production of these ancient 
phenomena of diluvium or drift, it can hardly be supposed that 
ice, either floating or in the form of glaciers, could have performed 
any part, since the existence of ice in the ocean at that period is 
scarcely conceivable, we are under no necessity of resorting to the 
glacial, or even the glacio-aqueous theory, in explanation of the 
more modern phenomena of grooved and striated rocks. — Stllx^ 
man's Am&inran Journal of Science and Arts^ vol. xliii., No. 1, 

p. 181 

4. Geological Maps of Piedmont, — We are informed that Sis- 
mondi\s Geological Map of Piedmont and Savoy will shortly appear, 
and that Pareto’s Geological Map of the Duchy of Genoa and County 
of Nice is nearly finished. 

5. Humboldfs “ Frogmens Asiatiques*^ — We are glad to heap that 
Humboldt is actively engaged in the preparation of a second edition 
of his Fragmens Asiatiques. 

6. Heights of Localities in the Holg Land ascertained Barometri- 
cally by Russegger. — Monastery of St Catharine on Sinai-5116 Par- 
isian feet above the sea ; summit of Dschebel Horeb, 7097 ; summit 
of Dschebel Catharine, 8168; Jericho, 717 below the sea; bathing 
place of the pilgrims in the Jordan, 1291 below the sea; Catholic 
Convent at Nazareth, 1161 abeve the sea; summit o^Tabor, 1755’; 
surface of the Lake of Tiberias, 625 below the sea; Dschebel Makmel, 
above Tripolis, the highest point of Lebanon, 8800above the sea; the 
Cedars of Lebanon, above Eden,6000 ; mountain pass between Beirout 
and Baalbeck, 5485 ; Bseddin coal-mines, 29,06 ; Makla ain-el-Bod 
coal-mines, 2873; Mar-hanna-cl-Kcnnise conl-mines, 1803; Room at 
Beirout, GO; mountain pass from Beirout to Damascus, 4886 ; town 
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of Sebcdani, 4024 ; tlio Fall of Barada« at tho Pass of el>Suk, 3346 ; 
town of Baalbeck, 3196 ; Damascus, 2304. The mountain elevations 
in Lebanon and Antilebanon are older than those in Southern 
Syria. The former belong to the chalk formation, but the latter 
to the tertiary deposits. This fact seems to correspond perfectly 
with the pliysical characters of the surface. — (Poggendorff'^a An- 
nairn, 1841, No. 5.) 

MINERALOGY AND CHEMISTRY. 

7. Dr Traill's Collection . — ^Wo understand that Dr Traill wishes to 
dispose of his extensive and valuable Mineralogical and Geological 
Collection.. The specimens of minerals amount to 3000, the rocks 
to 1500, and the organic remains to 500; in all about 5000. The 
whole are carefully named and catalogued, and arranged in handsome 
cabinets. The mineralogical department is rich in Fluors, Barytic mi- 
nerals, Leads, Salts of Copper, Zeolites (particularly Apophyllites), 
Felspars, Scapolites, the scarcer Sivedish and Norwegian minerals, 
the ores of Silver and Tellurium, Meteoric stones, &c. ; and 
includes among the greater rarcties, a superb cx'ystal of Euclase 
(1 inch long, by ^ an inch broad, quite transparent, and finely acu- 
minated) ; Gold in the matrix from Lead Hills ; Stromnite or 
Barystrontianite (discovered by Dr Traill), &c. The geological 
series is illustrative more especially of Scotland, Spain, Brazil, 
Greenland, the Arctic Regions, &c. ; and, among the fossil remains, 
there is a fine set of fishes from the Orkney Islands, named by 
Aga-ssiz. 

8. Potash and Lime in Flint . — It is knowm from Klaproth's analy- 
sis, that fiint contains lime ; but Berzelius has also found potash in tho 
flint of the chalk of Limhanin, in Schonen. In 1000 parts of fiint 
ho detected 1.17 parts potash, and 1.13 parts lime, with traces of 
oxide of iron and alumina, and likewise a small quantity of a car- 
bonaceous matter, w’hich left no residue on being ignited, and which 
probably* produces the colour in flint resembling the tint of brown 
rock crystal ('Rauchtopaa.J The analysis was undertaken with 
tho view of ascertaining tho causo of tho decomposition of the 
suidace of a flint knife, a change not unfrequcntly observed in flint 
exposed to the action of the atmosphere. The result obtained was, 
t)iat the intemor and unUecomposed portion of this knife contained 
in the 1000 parts 1.34 potash; 5.74 lime; and 1.2 oxide of iron 
dlid alumina. The decomposed portion, on tho other hand, which 
could easily bo rubbed .off in the state of powder, contained in tho 
1000 ^arts, 3.2 parts of potash, and 3.2 parts of limo ; whence it 
would seem that the decompo^ilion had its origin in a long continued 
action of a liquid containing pota.sh, which gradually replaced the liuio 
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by potash. The decomposition proceeded progressively, so that it had 
already evidently commenced in the still coherent portion of tho 
flint, and had formed a white stripe round tho mass, having a breadth 
of 0.3 to 0.4, decimal lines. — f Berzelius* Jahres-Bet'icht, xxi. Jahr» 
<jaitg,‘\\. 187. 

9. Amphodrlite — Breithaupt has found that Amphodclito and Dip- 
loite (Latrobito, Brooke) not only resemble each other in colour and 
appearance, but also in the angles of their cleavage planes, and in the 
proportions of their constituent parts. The Diploito, however, con- 
tains, according to C. G. Gmelin’s analysis, 6i per cent, of potash, 
while thfit alkali is entirely awanting in the amphodelite, and is there 
replaced by a larger amount of lime and magnesia.— 
Jahres-Bericht, Jahrgang xxi, p. 202 ) 

10. Andcsine . — Abich has analysed a mineral to which he has given 
this name, and which is from tho Andes. It was formerly termed 
Pseudoalbitc, from its resembling greatly, in crystalline form, the 
twin crystals of Albito ; but it presents a less distinct cleavage than 
that mineral, and its cleavage -surfaces are not so avcU defined. Tho 
Andesine is imbedded in a greyish-white mass, which is termed 
Andesite, and has a specific gravity of 3.5924 ; and it is mixed with 
hornblendg and quartz, on which tho crystals broken out leave a shin- 
ing impression. Tho specific gravity of the Andesine is 3.7328, 
therefore greater than that of Albite. In thin splinters it melts 
before the blow-pipe, and in grains it fuses into a vesicular slag. 
The analysis with carbonate of Baryta gave — a 


Silicic add, . . 

. 59.60 

Oxygen, 

30.90 

Alumina, . . . 

. 24.28 

11.22 1 

11.70 

Oxide of iron. 

. I.ri8 

0.48 i 

Lime, .... 

. 5.77 

1.61 


Magnesia, . . . 

. 1.08 

0.371 

8.79 

Soda 

. 6.53 

1.65 

Potasli, . . 

. 1.08 

0.16 



It is therefore a Leucite, in which the greater proportion of the 
potash is replaced by Lime and Soda. — (^Berzelius* Jahres-Bcricht, 
Jahrgang xxi., Heft ii., p. 167.) 

11. Arquerite . — In a report made to the French Academy of 
Sciences by MM. Berthier, Elie de Beaumgnt and Dafrenoy, on two 
memoirs by M. Domeyko, on tho mineral products* of the silver 
mines of Chili, there is an account given of a new native amaU 
gam, which constitutes almost exclusively the riches of tho silver 
mines of Arqueros, in the province of Ooquimbo, in Chilis Thfs 
amalgam consists of six atoms of silver, and one atom of mercury, a 
composition presented by no niinercil previously analysed. Its com- 
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position is constant ; and its title to be regarded as a new tnineral 
species is, according to IM. Dufrcnoy, undoubted, for it is founded 
both on composition and crystallographic chai*acters. It occurs in a 
dendritic form, or in small octahedral crystals ; it is of a silver-white 
colour like the amalgam of Moschel-Landsberg, but differs from it 
in being malleable. It can be extended by the hammer, and cut by 
the knife. The proportions of its constituent parts are 86.5 silver, 
and 13.6 mercury ; while those of the Moschel-Landsberg species are 
36 silver and 64 mercury. The name of Arquerite is proposed for 
the new mineral. 

12. Bromide of Silver inMexieo , — Berthicr has discovered the bro- 
mide of silver in a perfectly pure condition in tho mineral kingdom. 
In the district of Plateros in Mexico, there is a silver mine where 
the'chief ore is chloride of silver. This substance is there termed 
Platu azul (blue silver), and, along vith it, grains and small crystals 
occur, which receive tho name of Plata verde (green silver) ; the 
latter, which are green only externally, are internally of a beautiful 
yellow colour, and, according to Berthier's analysis, arc pure bromide 
of silver. I'he mine from which the analysed ore was extracted 
bears the name of San Onofre. It is mixed with chloride of silver, 
carbonate of lead, oxide of iron, and a little quartz containing alumina. 
Its powder is yellow, but exposure to the light soon produces the su- 
perficial green tint. Berthier has subsequently found traces of 
bromide of silver in a silver ore containing chloride of silver from 
Uuelgoat in Frances— ( jBcj-ccZiW Jnhres-Berirht, 1842.) 
t 13. Bromide of Silver in Chili, — ^M. Berthier, w ho has verified a part 
of the analyses of M. Domeyko, has recognised in the argentiferous 
minerals from Chaiiavcillo, designated Pacos and Collorados, tho 
bromide of silver, wdiich he had previously discovered in tlic ores of 
Peru. The propor|ion of the bromide is very variable, but it is at 
least equal to that of tho chloride, so that this new species holds 
an important position in the mineral riches of Chili and of Peru. 

14. Bamlitc Erdmann has described under this name a now mine- 

ral from Bamle in Norway. It forms a fibrous, white or gray, trans- 
lucent mass, having an uneven and splintery fracture; a specific 
gravity = 2.984^ and a hardness a little above 6. It consists of 

Silica, . 59.90 Oxygon .... 29.56 3 

Alumina, > . . . 4d.73 .... 19.34 2 

Oxide of Iron, . 1.04 

Lime, .... i.04 

Fluorine, ... A trace. 

•. 99.71 . 

— Berzelius Jahn.s BerHtt^ 1812. 
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16. Calstron-haryte, — Sometime ago Dr * Sheppard, Professor of 
Chemistry in the Medical College of South Carolina, described as a 
new species, a mineral ho named Cahtron-haryte. On analysis it 
afforded sulphate of barytes 65.55, carbonate of strontia 22.30, car- 
bonate of lime 12.15. Recent specimens of this mineral have been 
carefully examined by the Professor, with results so various in re- 
gard to the carbonates present, as to lead him to consider it a me- 
chanical mixture of sulphate of barytes, strontianite, and carbonate of 
lime, and, therefore, not entitled to be considered as a new mineral 
species. The same appears to be the case with the Stromnite, a 
mineral found near Stromness, in Orkney, analysed and named as a 
distinct species by the discoverer. Dr Traill. 

16. Discovery of Euclasc in Connecticut^ North America — This 
rare and beautiful gem is found in a vein containing topaz and fluor- 
spar. It occurs in yellowish white tabular crystals, which are thin 
and transparent. The crystals sometimes occur lining cavities in silver 
white mica, and occasionally imbedded in dark purple fluor-spar — 
Sillimaii's American Journal^ vol. xliii., p. 366. 

17. New locality of Geokronitc. — This mineral, of which we gave 
Svan berg's analysis and description in the 33d vol. of this Journal, 
p. 204, has been found at Meredo, in Gallicia. The variety resembles 
the Swedish one, but has a greater specific gravity (— 6.43), and 
contains neither Arsenic nor Zinc. According to Sauvago (^Annalcs 
des jS lines ^ xvii. p. 525), it is composed of lead, 64.89 ; copper 
1.60; antimony, 16.00; and sulphur, 16.90. (Berzelius^ Jahres- 
Bericht, xxi. Jahrgang^ i2d IJeft, p. 186.) 

18. Greenovite. — Under this name Dufronoy (Annales des Mines^ 

xvii. p. 529), has described a mineral from St Marcel, in Piedmont, 
wliich he has thus dedicated to Mr Greenough of London. It is of 
a dark rose-red colour ; is partly crystalline, partly crystallized ; has 
three cleavages, of which the second is parallel to the lateral planes, 
and forms, with the others, an angle of 11° 35'. The specifle 
gravity 3.44. It scratches fluorspar, but not glass. ^It is not 
a^’ted on by acids, and is not fusible before the blowpipe. With 
fluxes, however, it affords the reactions denoting titanium and man- 
ganese. According to the analysis of Cacarrie, it consists of 74.6 
titanic acid, and 21.8 oxide of manganese, ^ith^ traces of lime. 
{Berzelius' Jahres-Berlcht^ xxt p. 180.) * • 

19. Blue Colour of Lapis Lazuli, — Eisner has made some experi- 
ments on the blue colour of the Lapis Lazuli, and has ascertained 
that it is caused by a silicate of alumin;]^ and wsoda, which n^ay ho 
replaced by lime, combined with a double sulpliurct of sodium and 
iron, in which the amount of iron is very small, but is essential for 
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the production of the colour. The colouring matter in artificial ultra- 
marines is partly of a fine blue, and partly a fine green tint. The 
latter, by continued heating in an open vessel, passes into the for- 
mer ; which, Eisner says, takes place, because the blue colour re- 
quires the combination of a larger quantity of sulphur with the so- 
dium. This is effected when a portion of the sulphur is converted 
into sulphuric acid, which removes soda from the sulphuret, by 
which means the latter becomes comparatively richer in sulphur. 
On this account the natural as well as the artificial ultramarine al- 
ways contains sulphuric acid. {Berzelius* JahresSericht, 1842.) 

20. Pennine . — Frobel has described, in PoggendorfTs Annals, a 
mineral from the Matter or Nikolai valley, in the Pennine chain of 
the Alps, which has been analysed by Schweitzer, and has received 
the name of Pennine. It sometimes occurs in hexagonal tables, some- 
times in streaked prisms ; its colour is blackish green to leek green ; 
it is translucent in thin plates; but, at right angles to the principal 
axis, it is brown or hyacinth red. Hardness between that of gypsum 
and calcareous spar. Its composition is — 


Oxygen. 


Silica, 

.33.82 

33.07 


17.07 

Aluiiiiim, 

0.32 

9.C0 


4.;55 

Oxide of Ii*on, 

11.30 

11.36 

2.621 

15.31 

Magnesia, 

33.04 

32.34 

12.7s> > 


Water, 

11.50 

12 58 


10.22 


98.08 

09.04 




It does not sepm possible to deduce a proper foruiula from the re- 
sult of the analysis. It is plain, however, that its composition ap- 
proaches that of the chloritic minerals. ('Berzelivs* Juhrcs-Bcricht, 
2l8t Jakrgang^ p. 177. 

21. Platina in the Auriferous Sand of the Rhine. — ^M. J. Dobc- 
reiner has detected a small quantity of platina in the auriferous sand 
of the Rhine. The amount was only 0.4 of a grain in 2 ounces. 

22. Villarsite. — ^M. Dufrenoy (Comptes RcndiiSy vol. xiv. p. 697) 
has given *the designation to a new mineral, in honour of M. Villars, 
the author of a Natural History of Dauphiny. It was recently found 
by M. Bertrand de Lorn in a vein of iron-ore at Traversella, in Pied- 
mont, and is there associated with dolomite, mica, quartz, and do- 
decahedral crystals of magnetic iron-ore. Tho Villarsite has a yel- 
lowish-green c6lour, and a granular dracture ; and in these respects 
bears a considerable resemblance to some of the Arendal apatites. 
The primitive form is a right rhombic prism of llO^’ 59^, and tho 
ci^stals examined were idiombic octahedrons with truncated summits. 
The following is its composition;— 
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Oxygen. 

Silica, • . • . 

. 39.60 

20.57 4 

Magnesia, . • • 

47.37 

18.37 ^ 

Protoxide of iron, . 

. 3.59 

0.69 1 

Protoxide of manganese. 

2.42 

0.53 >4 

Lime, • . . • 

• 0.53 

0.14 1 

Potash, . • . • 

0.4G 

... ^ 

'IV ater, .... 

5.80 

5.14 1 


99.77 



Hence the formula is 4 Mg S + Aq, and the Villarsite is to be re- 
garded as a monosilicate of magnesi%. Except that it contains water, 
this newly discovered substance has the same composition as cryso- 
lite ; but, while the proportion of water is too largo to admit of its 
presence being regarded as accidental, the external, crystallographic, 
and chemical characters are opposed to its- being united with that 
species. The Villarsite furnishes a now example of a mineral as- 
sociated with Plutonic crystalline products containing water of crys- 
tallisation. M, Dufrenoy remarks, that wo are already in possession 
of analyses which prove tlie presence of water in rocks evidently vol- 
canic, and hence concludes, that it is not necessary to have recourse to 
the theory of infiltrations for the explanation of the occurrence of 
zeolites in basalts, trachytes, and even in traps. 

23. Xenolite . — This new mineral is so named from its not belong- 
ing to the locality where it is found. It occurs along with Wbrth- 
ite, near PeterhofF, in boulders, which are probably derived from Fin- 
land. It is crystallized in prisms, united together in very delicate 
fibrous masses. On being separated, the fibres are found to bo 
three-sided prisms, in which two of the sides form an angle of 45"^ 
38^ and the third seems to be at right angles to one of the others. 
There is a terminal plane. Hardness = that of quartz. Sp. gr. == 
3.58. It is colourless, but occasionally presents greyish or yellowish 
portions. Translucent. Fracture uneven, granular. Lustre vitreous, 
and, on the more distinct cleavages, pearly. Gives no water before the 
blowpipe. Infusible in fragments and in powder. F usible with diffi- 
culty, along with borax ajid phosphate of soda. According td an analy- 
sis by M. Komonen, this mineral consists of silica 47.44, and alumina 
(with a little oxide of iron) 52.64 = 99.98. (Poggendorff^s Annal. 
1842, No. 8, from paper by Nordenskiold in the Act, Soc. Scient. 
FenniccPf vol. i. p. 372.) 

24. Sulphuric and Molybdic Acids . — Dr Thomals Anderson of 
Leith has lately made some experiments on the relations of these 
two acids. The molybdic acid dissolves in the sulphuric, but the 
combination cannot be made to crystallize by evaporation. How- 
ever, on decomposing molybdate of baryta with an excess of sitlphuric 
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acid, and evaporating tlie solution over sulphuric acid, a crystallized 
compoYfhd is obtained, which, aceording to the analysis of Anderson, 
consists of sulphuric acid 57*3, molybdic acid 32.8, water and loss 9.9. 
Two isomeric modifications seem to be indicated. — {Berzelius' Jahres- 
Bevichty 1842.) 

25. Calcareous Bocks pierced by Helices, — M. Constant Prevost 
exhibited to the Socicte Philomatique de Paris, numerous speci- 
mens of a very compact grey limestone, which appeared to him to 
have been deeply perforated by Helices. He collected theso speci- 
mens himself, in 1831, on Monte PclegrinOy near Palermo, at an 
elevation of about 200 metres above the level of the sea. Ho at 
first supposed that the perforations were the work of marine litho- 
phagous mollusca, and that they indicated one of the levels of tho 
sea at a remote period ; but the irregular and sinuated form of tho 
cavities, — their depth (extending to 12 and 15 centimetres), — their 
dimensions (being from 4 or 5 millimetres to 4 centimetres in 
breadth),— and above all, the presence of a Helix of different ages, 
belonging to the same species, and each individual lodged in a cavity 
exactly proportioned to the dimensions of the shell, — led him to tho 
belief that the Helices had themselves scooped out their abode. The 
diiliculty, however, of understanding bow they could accomplish this, 
made him hesitate in announcing publicly the fact he had observed, 
until new facts, and more direct and positive observations, had con- 
firmed his opinion. Ho carefully collected fragments of the perfo- 
rated rock, and the Helices w^hicli inhabited it. 

In 1839, when the Geological Society of France met at Boulogne- 
sur-mer, M. Constant Prevost, along with Messrs Buckland and 
Grecnough, who attended tho meeting, discovered perforations pre- 
cisely analogous to those of Palermo in an equally hard limestone 
in the neighbourhood of Boulogne (the mountain limestone), and Dr 
Buckland, on breaking the poiforated rock, found many Helices at 
the bottom of the cavities. 

This new instance, although strengthening the presumption aris- 
ing from the fact observed at Palermo, did* not yet definitely settle 
the question — Had the Helices pierced the stone, or had they merely 
taken advantage of the old perforations of marine lithophagous mol- 
luscs, and converted them into a residence ? At the meeting of the 
British Association at Plymouth, in 1841, Dr Buckland remarked, 
in reference 'to a Memoir by Mr Walker, on the destructive action 
of Pholades, that all the perforations observed in calcareous rocks 
are not necessarily tho work of marine molluscs, and he mentioned 
Helides as likewi.se perforating stones, supporting this assertion by 
the observation made at Boulogne in 1839, and even adding that Mr 
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Grcenovgh had positively ascertained the action of the Helix aspersa 
on limestone. 

To the facts above narrated, and the authorities just cited, M, 
Constant Prevost adds a circumstance which appears to him to con- 
firm his first idea, and to render it unquestionable that the .Helices 
have themselves scooped out the long canals at the bottom of which 
wo find them. Ho pointed out the fact, in one of the specimens 
pre'feented to the Society, that the bottom of one of the largest ca- 
vities presented an exact counterpart to the form of the Helix which 
lodged in it : a small projection corresponds exactly to the depres- 
sion at the origin of the column, and, by taking an impression of the 
cavity in plaster, he obtained a relief which in no respect diflered 
from tliat of the base of the shell. 

The Helix found at Boulogno-sur-inor was the common II. aspersa. 
That observed at Monte Pelegrino seemed to be a very remarkable 
variety of that species, at least it is so regarded by Rosmaesler, who 
has figured it under that name in his Iconographia of Land and 
Prcsh-waier Shells, pi. xxii. It is the Helix described and figured 
as distinct, under the name oi ILllx Jilazzuli by Zau and Phillipi, 
and under that of //. Rrtintgis by Menke. 

The same Helix, now found alive in the vicinity of Palermo, is 
met with in a fossil state in the marine tertiary deposits which 
surround the base of Monte Pelegrino. M. Constant Prevost further 
remarked, that it is by maceration, or by chemical action, and not by 
a mechanical action, that tfio Helix corrodes the stone. In fact, the 
compact limestone of Monte Pelegrino, which is a little argillaceous 
and bituminous, is traversed in every direction by numerous veins of 
crystalline limestone ; these more resisting parts are seen projecting 
like a kind of net-work on the interior walls of tlie cavities, which 
could not have taken place if the calcareous matter had been re- 
moved by friction. 

M. Constant Prevost terminates his communication by shewing 
how important it is that geologists should not confound the, perfora- 
tions which may have been produced in rocks by marine molluscs 
with those of Helices, since the former, observed at the present time 
on very elevated parts of continents, indicate ancient levels of the 
sea, or the relative elevations of the ground, whereas the perforations 
of the Helcx indicate nothing of that nature. — Fi^om L'Institut,, 
April 1812, p. 132, 

26. On the residuum of the Combustion of the Diamond^ by M. 
Pi'tzholdt. — By repeating the experiments of Mcs.si*s Dumas and 
Stass, in order to determine the atomic w'eight of carbon by the^coni- 
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bastion of tho diamond, Messrs Erdmann and Marchand }^vo ob- 
tained, like these chemists, a residuum of very small volume, scarcely 
pei*ceptible in the case of small diamonds, and which consisted of a 
reddish substance, the parts of which sometimes presented a brilliant 
surface, and seemed as if they had been already formed and enclosed 
in the fissures of tho burnt mineral. M. Fetzlioldt found that this 
residuum (which was not more than 0.0072 gram, in a diamond of 
5.6344), consisted principally of a great number of small platea or 
scales, among whicli were found mingled, but very rarely, softer 
and more rounded parts. Under tho microscope these bodies ap- 
peared some of them black and not transparent, others like- 
wise black, but passing into brown, and a little transparent; 
others also were transparent, light brown, passing into yellow, 
and, finally, some were yellow or white. With regard to their 
internal structure, as far at least as it was disclosed by the micro- 
scope, it appeared to differ in an equal degree, particularly in 
such as were transparent and semi-transparent; generally it ap- 
peared granular in those that were transparent and white, radi- 
ated or plicate in tho yellow. Sometimes black masses, similar 
to grains, might bo observed here and there in the substance of the 
transparent splinters, as well as in the leaflets, which gave theiLe 
portions a brownish aspect when they were looked at with the 
naked eye. The most interesting circumstance of all is, that in 
a great number of these bodies, wc distinctly perceive a delicate 
net-work, black or deep brown, with hcZigonal meshes, many of 
which often run into each other, and bear an absolute resemblance 
to those which the researches of the microscope discover in the 
parenchyma of plants. Sometimes this net- work appears to dis- 
solve, or rather to have been affected in such a way that its con- 
tours appear to become confounded and disappear, while in tho 
other parts of the same body it was perfectly entire. 

These observations give rise to the conjecture, that this net- 
work, and the black substances which accompany it, are nothing 
more than the debris of vegetable carbon, the combustion of which 
could not take place simultaneously with that of the diamond, 
because they were surrounded by bodies incapable of burning. 

The analysis of this residuum by means of the blowpipe for 
sale, shews tha4 it cbasisj;s of silica, with traces of iron. . 

On examining the diamonds of commerce at Dresden, and 
those of the mineralogical collection at the Royal Museum, M. 
Petzhold has again found among many of them the same plates 
or* scales, and, in the middle of one of them, a small brown, 
transparent, triangular leaflet, in which he remarked one of these 
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reticulations in question, although already in u state of dissolution. 
This seems to confirtii the opinion of Messrs Erdmann and Mar- 
chand, that these bodies are all formed in the fissures of the 
diamond in which they are enclosed, and it tends to support the 
notions which M. Liebig has expressed in his Organic Chemistry, 
respecting the constitution of the diamond . — From L' Institute 21st 
July 1842, p. 260. 


MISCELLANEOUS, 

27. Indian Isinglass Isinglass, as is well known, is manufactured 

from the swimming-bladders or sounds of certain fish. Of these the 
large sturgeon, caught in several rivers of Russia, furnishes the best, 
or is the best prepared; selling by wholesale at 10s. to 12s. the 
pound, whilst the Brazilian or North American only fetches from 
2s. 6d. to 3s. 6d., and there are inferior qualities realizing no 
more than 9d. The value of tliis seemingly trifling ailicle to Russia 
may be inferred from the annual imports into England, which vary 
from 1800 to 2000 hundredweight. 

After an occupation of Calcutta, of more than a century, and a 
territorial possession of Bengal of eighty years, an individual, 
writing anonymously in a periodical, acquainted the Indian public 
with the novel facts, not merely that the waters of India produced in 
plenty fishes that w'ould furnish isinglass, but that a trade in 
this commodity had long been carried on (it turns out from time 
immemorial) between the Indian fishermen and the Chinese, who, 
not satisfied with the products of the Ganges, ransacked the whole 
of the archipoLago for parts of fish yielding isinglass, or a gelatinous 
substance very much akin to it. They have extended their re- 
searches even to Bombay ; whence upwards of 5000 hundredweight 
of “ shark fins and fish maws” w’ere exported to China in 1837-38 ; 
fish maws, though known by name, being quite unknown in their 
nature till Dr Royle, after great difficulty, obtained specimens 
through the house of Forbes and Co. ‘‘ On exaininatiqn, these 
proved to be composed of a sack-like membrane, which had*been 
split open, of a light colour, and semi-transparent, resembling the 
ordinary qualities of isinglass in appearance.” It is also said 
that the Chinese, after exporting the roughly-cured Ganges isin- 
glass, refine some of it, and reimport it at a large profit. 

Attention has also been paid to the isinglass itself, specimens 
of which have been forwarded to Europe, some prepared under 
the inspection of Mr M‘Cloland, of the Bengal medical service. 
The less sciontifically-prepared .samples were valued at 1/. 8d. 
and 4s. per pound ; that prepared under the inspection {>f Mr 
M Clehind, of the Bengal medical service, produced Is. 7d. ; the 
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mere cost cf which^ iii India, including the purchase and prepa- 
ration, was only Is. Id. per pound ; but subsequent expenses, and 
duties of various kinds, rendered the whole cost threefold the 
amount realized by the sale. Subjected to scientific analysis, the 
Indian isinglass differs but little from the Russian. It is of so 
much loss market value, partly because it is new and the supply 
uncertain ; partly from the form in which it has been brought to 
England, which is favourable to adulteration ; but chiefly from 
the want of care in the preparation, an unpleasant fishy smell 
remaining, which renders it impossible to bring it into use here 
for culinary purposes. Some importations, however, have taken 
place, nor is the article now unknown to the London brokers ; so 
that there is every prospect of a new and profitable source of com- 
merce being opened to India, if care and capital bo applied to 
the preparation of the isinglass. 

28. Ancient Fable of Colossal Ants producing Gold*. — One pas- 
sage will satisfactorily explain the extravagant fable related by 
the Greeks, and repeated by travellers in the middle ages, of ants 
as big as foxes, who produc ) gold. The passage states, that the 
tribes of various names who dwell between the Meru and Man- 
dara Mountains, brought lumps of gold, of the sort called paip- 
pilika, or ant gold, — so named, because it was dug out by the com- 
mon large ant or pipilika. It was, in fact, believed that the 
native gold found on the surface of some of the auriferous deserts 
of northern India had been laid bare by the action of these 
insects ; — an idea by no means irrational, although erroneous, 
but which grew up, in its progress westward, into a mon- 
strous absurdity. The native country of these tribes is that de- 
scribed by the Greeks, the mountains between Hindoostaii and 
Thibet; and the names given are those of barbarous races still 
found in those localities. 

29. On the Transformations which have beenproduced in Turf by the 
Essence of Turpentine^ or by a composition isomeric with it. By M. 
Forchhammer. — Extensive researches have demonstrated that 
Denmark was formerly covered with a forest of firs, and that this 
vegetation had already disappeared at a period so remote, that 
there remains no historical or traditional trace of it. The stems 
and roots of nfagnificent firs are now found in the greater part 
of the peat-bogs of the country; and M. Steenstrup has recently 
discovered in these some crystals, which have such a resemblance 

* From a paper reiod to the Royal Asiatic Society, by Professor .Wilson, 

On aVertion of the Mahabkarata/* &c. 
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to the scheererite of Uznach, in Switzerland, .that they wore at first 
taken for that mineral substance. M. Forchhammer, who has 
studied these crystals, has found that they are composed of two 
substances, to one of which he g^ivea the name of Tccontlne^ on ac« 
count of the facility with which it enters into a state of fiision ; 
to the other, that of Phylloretine^ because it crystallizes in fine 
leaflets. These two substances may be separated, by dissolving 
the crystals in boiling alcohol . — From Vlnstititt.y June 16, 1642, 
p. 217. 

.30. On the Preservation of Flowers . — To preserve flowers fresh. It 
is now, alas ! a long eighteen years ago since we first saw, in 
the drawing-room of a gentleman now no more, in the hot, dry 
weather of the dog-days, flowers preserved day after day in all 
their freshness by the following simple contrivance : — A flat dish 
of porcelain had water poured into it ; in the water a vase of 
flowers was set ; over the whole a bell-glass was placed, with its 
rim in the water. This was a “Ward’s case” in principle, 
although diflerent in its construction. The air that surrounded the 
flowers, being confiiied beneath the bell-glass, was constantly 
moist with the water that rose into it in the form of vapour. As 
fast as the water was condensed, it ran down the sides of the 
bell-glass into the dish ; and if means had been taken to enclose 
the water on the outside of the bell glass, so as to prevent its 
evaporating into the air of the sitting-room, the atmosphere 
around the flowers would have remained continually damp. 
What is the explanation of this? Do the flowers feed on the 
viewless vapour that surrounds them ? Perhaps they do ; but the 
great cause of their preserving their freshness, is to be sought in 
another fact. When flowers are brought into a sitting-room they 
fade, because of the dryness of the air. The air of a sitting-room 
is usually something drier than that of the garden, and always 
much more so than that of a good green-house or stove. Flowers, 
when gathered, are cut ofl* from the supply of moisture collected 
for them by their roots, and their mutilated stems are far .from 
having so great a power of sucking up fluids as the roots have. 
If, then, with diminished powers of feeding, they are exposed to 
augmented perspiration, as is the case in a dr^ sitting-room, it is 
evident that the balance of gain on the *000 han(> by the roots, 
and of loss on the other hand by their whole surface, cannot be 
maintained. The result can only be their destruction. Now, to 
place them in a damp atmosphere, is to restore this balance ; 
because, if their power of sucking by* tbeir wounded ends is 
diminished, so is their power of perspiring \ for a damp 



192 Scientific Intelligence — Miseetlaneaue. 

phere will rob them* of no water. Hence they maintain their 
freshness. The only diiference between plants in a ** Ward's 
case," and flowers in the little apparatus just described, is this — 
that the former is intended for plants to grow in for a consider- 
able space of time, while the latter is merely for their preservation 
for a few days ; and that the air which surrounds the flowers is 
always charged with the same quantity of vapour, but will vary 
with the circumstances, and at the will of him who has the 
management of it. We recommend those who love to see plenty 
of fresh flowers in their sitting-rooms in dry weather, to procure 
.it. The experiment can be tried by inserting a tumbler over a 
rosebud in a saucer of water. — Gardeners' Chronirle. 


NEW PUBLICATIONS. 

We have received among others the following works, which 
we recommend to the attention of our readers : — 

1. W. E. Bedficld on Whirlwind Storms ; with replies to the Objec- 
tions and Strictures of Dr Hare. New York. 1842. 

2. ^n Introduction to Entomology, or Elements of the Natural His- 
tory of Insects ; by Messrs Kirby and Spence. Two volumes 8vo. Long- 
man, Brown, Green, and Longmans, London. 1843. IVie sixth edition 
of these admirable volumes, 

3. Descriptive and Historical account of Hydraulic and other machines 
for raising water, ancient and modern ; including the progressive deve- 
lopment of the Steam Engine ; by Thomas Ewbank. Illustrated by nearly 
three hundred Engravings. One volume 8vo, pp. 582. Tilt and Bogue, 
Fleet Street, London. 1842. The English edition of a valuable, very in- 
teresting, and amusing work, 

4. Nomcnclator ZoOlogicus, continens Nomina Systematica Genera 
Animalium, Tam viventium quam Fossilium ; auctorc L. Agassiz. Fas- 
ciculus II. continens Aves. Solodur, 1842. This work, when finished, 
will become indispensable to every naturalist, 

6, Sketch of the Geology of Moray; by Patrick Duff, Esq. 8vo. With 
Plates. Forsyth and Young, Elgin. A lucid geological account of a small 
but interesting district. 

G. On the Voltaic Circuit ; by Alfred Smee, F.R.S. 

7. Popular Conchology, or the Shell Cabinet arranged, being an Intro- 
duction to the, modem System of Conchology; by Agnes Catlow. Il- 
lustrated by figures of all the genera. Small 8vo., pp. 300. Longman, 
Brown, Green and Longmans, London. A pleasant, useful, and well il- 
lustraUd volume. 

* 8. emplojrment of* the Microscope in Medical Studies ; by John 
Hugheii Bennet, M.D., Lecturer qn Clinical Medicine, ^c. Maclachlan 
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ami Stewart, Kilinburoli. An interesting discoitrtte on a very pQpulaY sub^ 
ject. 

9. Meinoire sur les Kaolins ou Argilcs a Porcclnine ; par MM. Alex- 
andre Brongniart ct Malnguti. 4to. Paris, 1841. The most phtlosopkical 
essay on the Porcelain Earth we have met with. 

10. Rede zuni Andenkcn an Dr Ignaz Bollinger ; von Dr Fr. v. Wal- 
tlier. Miinchen 4to. 1841. Afi excellent biography of a distinguished 
physiologist, 

11. On the Fossils of the Mountain Limestone in Ireland, as compared 
■with those of Great Britain ; hy R. Griffith, F.R.S.E. &c. 4to. A valu- 
able geological document. 

12. Rechcrchcs sur certaines eirconstances qiii influent sur la Tempera- 
ture du point d'ebiiilliiion dcs liquides ; par W. F. Marcet. 4to. 1842. 

18. Elements of Electro-Metallurgy ; by Alfred Smee, F.R S. Parts 
4, 5, G, 7. Palmer, London. A work now nearly completed, the best on 
Electro-Metallurgy in our language. 

14. Ninth Annual Report of the Royal Cornwall Polytechnic Society. 

1841. J. Trathaii, Falinoiith. The record of the ninth Session of a very 
useful association. 

15. What to Teach, and how to Teach, Ac. ; hy II. Mayhew. 8vo* 
William Smith, London. 

16. American Repertory of Arts, Sciences, and Manufactures. 1841. 
New York. 

17. Proceedings of the American Acadera}’ of Sciences of Philadelphia, 

1842. 

18. Report of a Committee appointed hy the British Association '' to 
consider the rules by which the Nomenclature of /oology may be estab- 
lished on a uniform and permanent basis.” 1842. 

11) Experimental Inquiry into the advantages attending the use of 
Cylindrical Wheels on Rxiilways ; h}’ W. J. Macquorn Uaiikine, Esq., 
Civil Engineer. R. Grant and Son.s, Edinhur^r. The first publication Of 
a yot ng and promhing engineer. 

20. Memoir of William Maclurc, Esq., late President of the Academy 
of Natural Sciences of Philadelphia ; by 8. G. Morton, M.l). Philadel- 
phia, 1841. The biography of an excellent man and active geologist. 

21. Boston Journal of Natural History. Boston. 

22. Professor Silliman's Address before tlie Association of American 
Geologists and Naturalists. Held in Boston, April 25-.30, 1842. The 
best view of the present state of geology in America. 

23. /oology of the voj'age of II.M.S. Beagle., Edited by Charles 
Darwin, Esq., F.R.S. Part V. Reptiles hy Tlioinas Bfll, Esq., F.R.S. 
No. 1. 

24. Illustrations of the /oology of Southern Africa ; hy Andrew Smith, 
M.D., No. 10. 

25. Journal of the Asiatic Society of Bengal.* 

20, Report of Mr Owcn*s Monograph on the Apteryx Australis 

27. The Maryland Medical Journal. 
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List of Patents graateJ for Scotland from 2GtIi September to 
22d December 1842 . 

1. To Charles William Firchilh, of Wesloy Park, in the parish of 
Northfield, in the county of Worcester, fanner, ** an improved propelling 
apparatus for marine and other purposes.*’ — 26th September 1842. 

2. To Edwin Ward Trent of Old Ford Bow, in the county of l^Iiddle- 
sex, rope-maker, “ .an improved mode of preparing oakum and other fibrous 
substances for caulking ships and other vessels.” — 29th September 1812. 

3. To Peter KAnr.NRUSCii, of Wetter on Rhnr, in Westphalia, in the king 
dom of Prussia, dyer, now residing in the parish of Lyth, in the county of 
York, in England,^* certain improvements in the treatment of the alum rock 
or schist, and in the manufacture and application of the products deri\cd 
therefrom.” — 29 th September 1842. 

4. To Henry Bewley, of Dublin, in the county of the city of Dublin, 
licentiate apothecary and chemist, an improved chahbeate water.”— 4th 
October 1842. 

6. To Alfred Jeffery, of Lloyd’s Street, Peiuonville, in the county of 
Middlesex, gentleman, a new method of preparing masts, spars, and other 
wood for ship-building and other purposes.*’ — 18 th October 1842. 

6. To Claude Edward Deuisciie, of Fricour’s Hotel, St Martin’s Lane, 
in the county of Middlesex, gentleman, beingsi communication from abroad, 

improvements in combining materials to be used for cementing purposes, 
and for the preventing tho passage of fluids, and also for forming articles 
from such composition of materials.” — 18th October 1842. 

7. To John Bidsdale of Leeds, in the county of York, “ improvements 
in preparing fibrous materials for weaving, and in sizing warps.” — 29th 
October 1842. 

8 To Samuel Carson, of York Street, Covent Garden, in the county of 
Middlesex, gentleman, iii^rovcmcnts in purifying and preserving animal 
substances.” — 20th October 1842. 

9. To Henry Brown, of Selkirk, manufacturer, and Thomas Walker, (»f 
the same place, manufacturer, ** improvements on 'svoollen carding eng ires.” 
— 20th October 1842. 

10. To Alphonse DE Troisdrioux, of Great Biissel Street, Blootnsbuiy, 
in thc*ccuntyof Middlesex, gentleman, being a communication from abroad, 
'improvements in lithographic and otiicr jirinting presses.” — 20th October 

1842. 

11. To John Varley, of Colne, in the county of Lancaster, engineer, and 
Edmonson VarIey of the «ame place, cotton-manufacturer, ** certain im- 
provements in slcam-engincs.’’ — 2Ctli October 1842. 

12. To James Hyde of Diickenfield, Cheshire, mechanic and J ohn Hyde 
of the same place, cotton-splnncr .and manufacturer, '' a certain improvement 
oifimmove^ents in the machinery used for preparing cotton, w'ool, silk, flax^ 
and sii%fliar fibrous inatciial for spinning cotton.** — 3d November 1842. 
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1 ». To John Clay, of Cottin^ham, in the* county of York, gentleman 
and FuEDEnicK ISosenborq of Sculcoates, in the county of York, gentleman, 

improvements in arranging and setting up types for printing.” — 2d No- 
vember 1842. 

14. To J AMES PiLDRow, of Tottcnliniii Green, in the county of Middlesex, 
engineer, " certain improvements in the application of steam, air, and other 
v.apours and gaseous agents to the production of motive power, and in* the 
machinery by Avhich the same is effected.” — 7tU November 1842. 

15. To Francis IIoudiliac Conder, of llighgate, in the county of 
Middlesex, civil engineer, being a communication from abroad, “ improve- 
ments in the cutting and shaping of wood, and in the machinery for that 
purpose.’ —9th November 1842. 

16. To John Mitchell, of Birmingham, in the county of Warwick, steel- 
pen iiLTnufju turer, “ a certain improvement in the manufacture of metallic 
pens, and a certain improvement in the manufacture of penholders.” — lltli 
November 1842. 

17- To Henry Clarke, of Drogheda, in the county of Louth, in the king- 
dom of Ireland, linen nienhant, ‘‘ improvements in machinery for lapping 
and folding all descriptions of fabrics, whether woven by hand or power.” — 
17th*November 1842. 

18. To John Spinks, the younger of John Street, Bedford Row, in the 
county of Middlesex, gentleman, “ an improved apparatus for giving elas- 
ticity to certain parts of railways, jmd other carriages requiring the same,” 
being a communication from abroad.— 2 1st November 1842. 

19. To Thomas Wrigley, of Bridge Hall Mills, Bury, Lancaster, paper 
manufacturer, certniu improvements in machinery for manufacturing 
paper.” — 28tli November 1842. 

iO. To William Coley Jones of Vauxhall Walk, in the parish of Lam- 
beth, in the county of Surrey, chemist, improvements in treating or ope- 
rating upon a ct rtain unctuous substance, in order to obtain products there- 
from, for the manufacture of candles and other pui-poses.’ — 7tli December 
1842. 

21. To Charles Maurice Elizee Sautter, of Austin Friars, in the city 
of London, gentleman, being a communication from abro.ad, improvements 
in the manufacture of sulphuric acid.” — 7th December 1842. 

22. To Don Fedro Pouch ant, of Glasgow, civil- engineer, ‘^a certain im- 
provement or improvements in the constiuction of machinery for mani^fac- 
turing sugiMT.” — 7th December 1842. 

2X To Charles Heard Wild of Birmingham, in the county of Wor- 
Avick, engineer, an improved switch for railway pifrposey.”— 7th Decem- 
ber 1842. 

24. To John Browne, of Charlotte Street, Portland Place, in the county 
of Middlesex, Esquire, ** improvements in the manufacture of mud-boots 
and overalls.”— 7th December 1842. 

25. To AVilliam Coley Jone.s of Vauxhall Terrace, In the c6fxity of 



106 


TAsf of Pafenfs. 


Surrey, prac'tira I fliomist, nml Gf.orok Peroussok Wilson of Vaiixhall, 
ill the same county, gentleinnn, iiiiprovorucnts in ojKU'nting upon certain 
organic bo lies or substances, in order to obtain products or materials there- 
li-oin, for the inaniifiictiirc of candles and other purposes. '’—7th Uceember 
1U42. 

26. To William Losii, of Ne\vcastlc-on-Tyne, Esquire, “ improvements 
in the construction of wheels for carriages and locomotive engines intended 
to be employed on railways.” — fllh December 1C42. 

27. To Thomas Cardwell of Bombay, in the East Indies, merchant, 
" improvements in the construction of presses for eoiiiprcssiug cotton and 
other articles.'*— 9th December 1642. 

20. To Charles Aitoustos Prelleu, of East Cheap, in the City of Lon- 
don, merchant, being a communiention from abroad, “ improvements ia ma- 
chinery for preparing, combing, and drawing wool and goat’s hair.**— lith 
December 1042. 

29. To Thomas Seville, of Koyton, in the county of Ijancaster, cotfon- 
spinner, ^‘certain improvements in machinery used in the preparing and 
spinning of cotton, flax, and other flbrous substances.” — 9th December 104'^ 

30. To William Yolno of Queen Street, in the city of I.ondon, lamp- 
maker, “improvements in lamps and randlcstieks.”— Pith December 1842. 

31. To George Edmund Donisthouce, of Brailford, in tlio county of 
York, top- manufacturer, “ improvements in ( ombing and drawing wool and 

' certain descriptions of Huir*” — 12th December 1842. 

" 38; Bishop of Bol.^nd Street, in the county of Middlesex, jew- 

eller, 'improvements in apparatus- used for retarding carriages on railways, 
parts of which are applicable for portioning power, and improvements in 
g|Qaifl’Wks. or plug8.*’>-^12th December 1842. 

''33. To IsHAM Baggs, of Wharton Street, in the county of Middlesex, 
chemist, “ improvciiicnts in the prbduction of light.'* — l,3tU Decciubcr 1842. 

34. To Garriel Hippolite Moreau, of Ijeicestor Squ.are, in the county 
of Middlesex, gentleman, certain improvements in steam-generators.'* — 
13lh December 1842. 

36. To John George Bodmer of Manchester, in the county of Jiuncas- 
ter, engineer, “ certain improvements in the manufacture of metallic hoops 
and tyres for wheels, and in the method of flxing the .same for use, and al.so 
improrements in the machinery or apparatus to be employed therein.*’ — 
19th Deceiiiber 1842. 

3C«*To William IiOMas of Manchester, in the (oiinty of I^ancasUT, 
worsted- spinner, and Isaac Sii]31well, of tlie same place, worsted spinner. 

certain improvements in the manufacture of fringes, conls, and other simi- 
lar small wares ; and also in the machinery or apparatus for producing the 
same.”— 2 1 St December 1842. 

37. To Mosej* Pooi.k of Lincoln’s Inn, in the county of Middlesex, gen- 
tleman, being a communication from abroad, “ improvements in dressing 
mill-stones.”-- 22d December 1842. 

30. To William Palmer of Sutton Street, Clcrkonwoll, in the county of 
Mi^ddle^ex, manufactun'r, improvements in the manufacture of candles.’* 
—22d December 1842. 
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Sketch of the Writings atid Philosophical Character of Aiyui-> 
tin Pgramus Decandolle, Professor of Natural History at 
the Academy of Geneva, tj-c. By Charles Daubeny, 
M.D,, F.R.S., &c., Professor of Chemistry and of Botany in 
the University of Oxford. Communicated to this Journal, 
hy the Author. 

The name of Decandolle is, 4 conceive, familiar to tiie ears 
of most persons of education, as that of an individual eminent 
in the ranks of modern naturalists — ^holding a place amongst 
botanists of the age which has just gone by, similar to that 
which Linnseus and Toumefort might have filled at an aute^ , 
cedent epoch, or which Brown and Hooker occupy in the 
present. 

But I question, nevertheless, whether those I now address 
arc in general acquainted with the peculiar grounds upon 
which his scientific reputation is based, and whether they 
may not regard him simply as one of those individuals who 
signalized themselves in their day, either by the discovery of 
new plants, or by their extensive acquaintance with those which 
the researches of others had already brought to light. 

Were such the case, 1 certainly should not ha^e chosen for 
the subject of a communication to the ’Ashmoleim Society a 
topic like the present ; for although prompted to the task 


* Bead before the Ashmolean Society of Oxford, Felvaary 13, 1843. 
YOL. XXXIY. NO. LXYin.—AFRlL 1843. • O 
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now entered upon by a sense of the obligations I owe to this 
great botanist, not only in common with all who have studied 
his works, but also more particularly for many acts of per- 
sonal kindness, and much information liberally afforded me 
during my former residence at Geneva ; yet 1 should despair 
of being able to interest you in my delineation of his scientific 
character, if accuracy of observation, and a retentive memory, 
applied to the subject-matter of botany, had constituted the 
only traits by which he stood remarkable amongst his fellows. 

But I flatter myself, that a sketch of his several contribu- 
tions to science, and of the qualities of mind displayed in his 
mode of handling the subjects they embrace, will possess 
some interest, not only as it ]may lead to a higher estimate 
of the branch of natural history to ^vliicli they relate, but 
also because it will enable you to trace the steps by which a 
great mind was enabled to ascend to many important gene- 
ral principles, not by mere happy guesses at truth, but by a 
gradual and laborious accumulation of facts — a power of as- 
similating, as it were, and combining into an harmonious 
whole, the discoveries of other men, together with a singular 
sagacity in deducing conclusions from the data he had thus 
collected* 

Augustin Pyramus Decandollc was born at Geneva in the 
year 1778, within a month, it has been remarked, of the death 
of Linnaeus.* He was distinguished from his infancy by a 
most retentive memory ,t and by a fondness and aptitude for 
study ; but it is remarkable, that his earliest tastes were ex- 
clusively literary, and that ho had acquired in his boyhood 
a great facility in composing verses, which, indeed, he re- 
tained ever afterwards, though I am not aware of any poetry 
having been published under his name. To these literary oc- 
cupations of his youth, antecedent to his devotion to natural 
history, I should be disposed to attribute, the purity of his 
language, tjje remarkable clearness and sustained energy of 

* Also, as Flourens states, two mouths after tlie death of Haller, and 
three months after that of Bernoi’d de Jussieu. 

. t Ho has been known to repeat every word of a copy of verses after hear- 
ing thorn once recited* 
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his style, and the absence at t)nce of those affectations, and 
those involved periods, which too often disgust or embarrass 
us in the writings of other men of science. 

Those who have perused the works of the late Sir John 
Leslie, or of the still more celebrated John Hunter, not to al- 
lude to men of less name and distinction, will be sensible, by 
the aid of contrast, how much the reception of scientific 
truths is promoted by the power which Monsieur Decandolle 
had actpiircd, from an early familiarity with the purest models 
of style, no less perliaps than from liis own natural clearness 
of conception, of presenting before us, without study or pre- 
meditation, that copious flow of ideas witli which his mind 
was frauglit on all subjects connected with liis favourite 
science, in language so perfectly precise, and in an order so 
completely metliodical. 

At length, after lie had in some measure satiated himself 
witli the sweets of elegant literature, a love for botany ap- 
pears to have been awakened in his mind by an attendance 
on the lectures of Professor Vaucher^ of Geneva, who lived 
long enough to have the satisfaction, at a later period, of see- 
ing liis former pupil in undisputed possession of the fore- 
most rank amongst European naturalists. 

At the age of 18, in the year 1796, he went to Paris, t where 
a taste for physical science, which had been suspended for a 
while by the atrocities and by the vandalism of the Revolu- 
tion, began to revive. 

Here he attended the lectures of Vauquelin, Cuvier, Four- 
croy, and others, and contracted a friendship with Desfon- 
taines and Lamarck. 

The former had, in 1787, established that important gene- 


I'loiirons, in his Eloge of Decandolle, which has reached mo since the 
present memoir was drawn up, attributes the awakening of a taste for bo- 
tany in tlic mind of Decandolle to another circumstance, namely, to his 
taking refuge, when a boy, "with his mother and hrotlK*r, whilst the French 
were besieging Geneva in 1792, in a village situated at the^foot of the Jura, 
wliorc lie amused himself in collecting wild plants. The Statement given 
in the text w’as taken from the sketch of Decandolle’slife given in the Fe- 
deral newspaper by a distinguished fellow-citizen of Geneva ; and it seems 
Xirobablc that both causes may have contributed t^ give him this early bias* 

t A t tlw suggestion of Dolomiou, according to Flourcns. * * 
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ralization, with respect to the t essential differences per^^ading 
plants with one cotyledon and with more, which I have ven- 
tured on a former occasion* to characterize *•' as the key- 
stone of the natural system, and as holding the same rank in 
botany, which the discovery of the circulation of the blood, 
or the distinction between vertebratcd and invertebratcd ani- 
mals, claims in zoology.’’ 

The latter had already promulgated those singular specu- 
lations respecting tlie origin of inorganic matters, intended 
by him to supersede the new chemistry, which Lavoisier had 
so recently founded on the basis of experiment. 

In these it had been assumed, that life was the original 
cause of all combinations, the antagonist to those natural 
forces, which tend to resolve the elements of matter into their 
simplest forms, and which bring about death in organic, and 
dissolution in inorganic substances. 

But although such immense effects were attributed to the 
operation of life, Lamarck had not yet explained to the 
public how he considered this principle to operate ; and it was 
only in 1802 that we find him, in his “ researches on the 
organization of living bodies,’’ attributing to that blind im- 
pulse, or creative energy, which he denominates life, the power 
of building up, by an indefinite succession of eflbrts, the com- 
plicated organization of an animal or a plant. 

It is probable, how ever, that these theori^ were floating in 
his mind at the time* when Decandolle's intimacy with him 
commenced, and must have formed the subjects of frequent 
discussion, thus serving to render the latter familiar with 
those facts respecting abortive and rudimentary organs, on 
which the French Naturalist had raised this fanciful and airy 
superstructure. 

That a connexion with such persons as I have mentioned, 
should impart a bias to the genius and pursuits of a young 
man just entering into life, was unavoidable ; but what may 
be remarked** as the peculiar merit of Monsieur Decandolle 
was, that whilst we may trace in liis writings the impress of 
those principles of science, which might be gleaned from the 

* See iny InaugurJil Lectufo on the Study of Botany, Oxford, 1«34, 
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writings of both tlie above mentioned philosophers, we shall 
find them in his writings expanded by more extensive infor- 
mation, and corrected by a sounder and severer judgment. 

Thus he adopted the dii^tinction between monocotyledonous 
and dicotyledonous plants from Desfontaines, and the doctrine 
of abortive and rudimentary parts from Lamarck ; but the 
former truth was exhibited by him, not in the form of the bare 
announcement of a great principle, but as the very foundation 
on wliich all his systems, both in physiological and descrip- 
tive botany, were based ; whilst the latter never became in 
his hands the pretext for any such chimerical and dangerous 
speculations, as were associated with them in the mind of their 
originator. 

The earliest publications, however, of a botanical kind in 
which Decandollc’s name figures, were calculated to display 
his power of accurately discriminating species, rather than the 
philosophical character of his genius. 

In 1802 he published the first part of the descinption of 
Succulent Plants, drawings of which were supplied by the ce- 
lebrated lledoute. 

He likewise, about the samb time, drew up a description of 
the Liliacea} for the same author, and published a folio volume 
on the Astragalus and its allied genera. 

In 1804 he obtained his degree of Doctor of Physic, and 
delivered on that.occasion a thesis on the Medical Properties 
of Plants, which served as the basis of a work on that subject, 
brought out by him in 181(5, shewing that he was already, 
alive to the connexion that subsists between "the natural 
structure of plants and their medicinal virtues. 

In the same year he delivered the- College of France, 
his first course of lectures on the Principles of Botanical Ar- 
rangement, of which he has given a sketbh in the introduc- 
tion to the Flore Fran^aisc published the following year. 

Although this essay may not have attracted all the atten- 
tion it deserved, in consequence of making parji of a Flora, a 
kind of work in which persons in general do notdook for prin- 
ciples of physiology ; yet it contributed in no slight degree to 
the establishment of correct principles of classification, and 
served as the basis of the Treatise which he published .on this 
branch of the subject some years afterwards. 
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We thus sec that the germst of two of his most important 
publications existed in the mind of M. Decandollo at an early 
period of his life, for in 1804, when he delivered his inau- 
gural dissertation, and gave his first course on Botany, he was 
only 26 years of age. 

The basis also of two other great undertalvings Avas laid at 
a period not much later, for in 1805 commenced, as I have 
already stated, the publication of the third edition of the 
Flore Francaise, under the joint auspices of Lamarck and 
Decandolle ; and in 1806, we owe to the subject of this sketch 
a Botanical Chart, in which France is divided into six re- 
gions, distinguished by the character of their respective vege- 
tations, to which arc appended some remarks on the geogra- 
phical distribution of plants, serving as a prelude to that more 
detailed exposition of the subject, which we shall find to have 
been given, in the year 1820, in the Dictionnaire dos Sciences 
Naturclles. 

The former editions of the Flore Fran(;*aisc, as Cuvier ob- 
serves,* had no pretensions to be considered as a complete 
history of the sp(‘cies of plants indigenous to I'rance, — tlieir 
aim was rather that of cxcmplii^ying, by means of the plants 
which former botanists had enumerated, the peculiar artifi- 
cial method of determining the name of a species, wliich IVa- 
marck had proposed as a substitute for the then popular one 
of Linnmus. 

This system consists in setting out with the most general 
forms, dividing and subdividing always by two, and oidy al- 
lowing the choice between two opi)osito characters, so as to 
conduct the reader, step by step, almost infallibly to the deter- 
mination of the plant of which he desires to discover the 
name. 

The services, therefore, which Decandolle rendered to Bo- 
tany by associating himself with Lamarck in the publication 
of the third edition, may be easily estimated by this circum- 
stance alone, diat* wheyeas the preceding Floras of France 
contained an enumeration of only 2700 plants, ho had aug- 
mented the number, in the third edition of this work, to no 
less than 4700. 


* See Memoire of M. dc Lamaick. 
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This, however, was not all ; for although, out of deference 
to his colleague, he retains, in the first portion of his work, 
the artificial method of determining a plant by the system of 
dichotomy which Lamarck Jiad invented, he proceeds, in all 
the subsequent parts, to arrange them according to the prin- 
ciples of that natural arrangement which the great Jussieu 
had first reduced to a system. 

In his preface to the first volume of the Flore Fran^aise, 
published in 1805, we find him thus contrasting the distinc- 
tive merits of the natural and artificial methods. 

“ The natural method,” he says, “ endeavours to place each 
individual ol)jcct in the midst of those with whicli it possesses 
tlic greatest number of important points of resemblance ; the 
artificial has no other end than that of enabling us to recog- 
nize ejich individual plant, and to isolate it from the rest of 
the vegetable l<ingdom. The former, being truly a science, 
will serve as an immutable foandation for anatomy and phy- 
siology to build upon ; Avhilst the second, being a mere em- 
pirical art, may indeed offer some conveniences for practical 
purposes, but docs nothing towards enlarging the boundaries 
of science, and places before Os an indefinite number of arbi- 
trary arrangements. The former, searching merely after truth, 
has established its foundation on the organs that are of the 
greatest importance to the existence of plants, without con- 
sidering whether these organs are easy or difficult of observa- 
tion ; the second, aiming only at facility, bases its distinctions 
upon thosi} which arc most readily examined, and, therefore, 
present the greatest facilities for study.” 

We thus perceive, that at this early period the mind of 
Mens. Decandolle was impressed with tliose philosophical 
principles which his subsequent labours so materially calcu- 
lated to establish and to diffuse ; and that, at a time when the 
school of Sir J. E. Smith in England was still shackled by the 
trammels of the Linmean system, this great botanist was him- 
self taking advantage of those methods of arrangement, which, 
in a more mature form, he afterwards presented to the world 
for the guidance of others. 

But I am inclined to regard it as a peculiar proof, at once 
of the caution and of the self-control- which formed i^distin- 
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guisbing feature in the character of this great botanist, that, 
so much in advance as he appears to have been of most of his 
cotemporaries, he should have nevertlieless abstained for so 
many years from the publication of any work expressly designed 
for the elucidation, either of the physiology of plants, or of 
those principles of classification of which he appears to have 
had so clear a conception, and should have confined himself, 
as it would appeal’, exclusively to a laborious accumulation of 
facts, calculated to illustrate and to confirm his principles, be- 
fore he indulged himself in a fuller development of them. 

From the period at ivliich he became associated with La- 
marck in the publication of the Flore Fran^aisc, till the year 
1812, he was employed almost incessantly in studying the de- 
tails of the botany and agriculture of France ; and in the course 
of that time, as he himself assures us, traversed the whole of 
that extensive country, herborising in every province, and 
presenting each year to the Government a report, embodying 
the results of his labours and researches during the preceding 
summer. 

Nor could he have chosen a better method for at once en- 
larging his views of nature, and.putting to the tost the truths 
of his preconceived views ; the compilation of a local Flora, 
indeed, may only be serviceable in disciplining the mind to 
habits of accurate observation, but the survey of a country so 
large as France then was, combining such an extent of geo- 
graphical range, and so many differences of local position, 
would also expand our views of nature, by furnishing us with 
examples of a very largo proportion of vegetable forms, speci- 
mens of the productions of a considerable variety of distinct 
countries. 

Thus, the flora of Picardy and Normandy is analogous to 
that of the neighbouring coasts of England, or of the Nether- 
lands, that of the centre of France approaches, in the charac- 
ter of its vegetation, to the south of Germany, and that of 
Languedoc to the north of Spain ; whilst the neighbourhood 
of Toulon ani of HyStes partakes even of the climate of 
southern Italy— -for the orange and the date, which thrive 
along many parts of the Gulf of Genoa, do not reappear till we 
teach a latitude somewhat more southern than that of Rome. 



Philosophical Character of Decandollc. 205 

And whereas the Alps of Damphiny and the Pyrenees exhibit 
the influence upon vegetation of an atmosphere rarified by the 
elevated nature of their position, the long extent of the coast 
may enable us to contrast the productions of a climate modi- 
fied by the effect of the sea, with that which belongs more pe- 
culiarly to the interior of continents. 

It was not till after the completion of this great work, when 
his authority, as an accurate, as well as a profound botanist, 
had been established throughout Europe, both by the estima- 
tion in which his publications were held, and also by the re- 
putation of the lectures he delivered at Montpellier, where, in 
1810, ho had been appointed professor of botany to the Uni- 
versity, that he ventured U 2 )on tliat admirable Treatise, which 
was intended, at once to establish a code of larvs for directing 
future botanists in their descri[)tion and arrangement of the 
sj)ecics of plants, and to explain the j^hilosophical principles 
upon which such laws were to bo justified. 

It is far from my intention to ascril)e to Mons. Dccandolle 
the sole merit of the views which ho ju’omulgated in the work 
alluded to, for of all men certainly he is the one who least re- 
quires from his biographer the sacrifice of the reputation of 
other philosoj^hers, to enhance the glory of his own. 

Linnmus himself, indeed, had expressed in the strongest 
terms his sense of the importance of a natural classification, 
and had thrown together the greater part of the then known 
genera of plants in groups or families, designated by their ap- 
propriate names, though without defining the characters of the 
latter. 

Bernard de Jussieu, in France, had also exemplified this 
method, by his arrangement of the plants in the royal garden 
at Trianon, although he did not reduce to writing the princi- 
ples on which he had proceeded. 

Adanson had gone somewhat further, by labouring to estab- 
lish the necessity of founding a system of classifidation, not on 
one, but on all the organs of a plant collectively ; but he too 
stopped short of the mark, by not sufficiently appreciating the 
relative importance of the several organs, thus placing them 
all, as it were, upon the same level, and estimating the affini- 
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ties between i)lants, by the numbbr, and not by the importance, 
of their points of agreement. 

J^astly, the younger Jussieu, in his important memoirs pub- 
lished in the years 1777 and 1778, 'laid down correctly the 
laAA-s which Avere to determine the relative A\aliie of these or- 
gans, by Avhicli he afforded a clew to the principles which had 
guided himself and his uncle in the classification Avhieh they 
had adopted. 

What remained then for Decandolle to achieve, was the re- 
ducing to certain fixed principles those deviations from tlie 
normal structure which arc perceived in plants naturally allied 
— explaining how it happens, that species or genera, which 
approach eacli other so nearly in the eliaracter of those organs 
which Jussieu had Justly considered the most important, should 
differ, nevertheless, both with respect to the number, and even 
sometimes in the entire absence, of parts in the one, which 
exist in the other. 

In short, Avhilst Jussieu established the general principles of 
a correct classification, it remaimHl for Decandolle to remove 
the difficulties Avliicli interfered jvith their application to par- 
ticular eases. 

Nor was this all — for Jussieu contented himself, with laying 
down tln^se practical rules Avhich Averc to guide future bota- 
nists in grouping together the several objects Avhieh present 
thcinselA^cs in tlic vegetable kingdom, and Avith affording in 
his Avorks correct models of classification for others to imitate ; 
Avhilstthe task Avhieh Decandolle undertook, Avas that of refer- 
ring to their first principles the rules and practice of this 
scliool, explaining thereby the reasons on Avhich they Avere 
founded, and vindicating the correctness of the models which 
they had presented for our imitation. 

“ The theory of a natural classification,” remarks Dccau- 
dolle, “has never yet been properly set doAvn in print, even 
by those Avho have, contributed most to advance it. Connected, 
as it is, Avith.all branches of the science, we can only arrive at 
it by dint of laborious investigations and continued reflections, 
of which it ought, at this time of day, to bo the groundwork, 
and n,ot the result. Whatever we are able to learn on the sub- 
ject may be reduced to certain general ideas, which .botanists 
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of an liigher order have put forth, and that in their conversa- 
tion, rather tliau in their writings, being still amongst the 
number of those opinions which Bacon named Jloatiap, be- 
cause, having never been methodically expounded, they never 
could bo seriously discussed/’ 

Now, the principles on which a natural elassitic ation pro- 
ceeds, arc coniposed essentially of throe parts. Isf, An estima- 
tion of the relative importance which we ought to assign to the 
several organs compared one with the other. 2il, A kiunv- 
ledge of the circumstances whicli may h‘ad the observer astray 
relative to the true nature of these organs; and. An esti- 
mation of the importance which ought to 1)0 attributed to (‘acli 
of the points of view under which the same organ admits of 
being regarded. 

With respect to the Ist and 3d of tlio.se, — namely, the 
importance' of the several organs considered rclativcdy, and 
the iinportauec of the several points of view in which the 
same organ may be regarded, — Deeandolle has done nothing 
more, than to reduce to a system the rules upon whi(*h Ju.s.sieu 
and other preceding botanists had proce(‘ded in their natural 
arrangement.s of plants, and to explain the principles upon 
which tlieir rules were founded, or by which they admit of 
being justified. 

But, with respect to the 2d ])art, namely, the appreciation 
of the circunistancos which may lead the ob.server astray as t<i 
the true nature of tlio organs themselves, he has the merit of 
having unfolded a theory, at once ingenious and philosophical, 
of the highest practical utility with reference to the details of 
botany, and calculated to simplily, as well as to enlarge, our 
ideas with respect to the organization of vegetables. 

In my Inaugural Lecture on Botany I have already presented 
a sketch of this one of Dccandolle’s treatises, which, though 
conci.se, may perhaps serve as a sufficient account of it for the 
present occasion. 

The causes which bring about a deviatibn from the 
normal structure of a particular part, and thus lead a botanist 
to take a mistaken view of its nature, or at least of its struc- 
ture, may be reduced to three : Isf, The abortion of some one 
or more of those organs, which, in the regular course of tilings, 
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arc considered as natural to it; An alteration in its 
structure, and consequently in its functions ; ^dli/y The union 
or coherence of several organs, so as to appear like one. 

These causes arc ranked by Dccandolle under the three 
general heads of the abortion of organs, their degeneration, 
and their mutual coherence ; and any one of them may be 
considered competent to induce such a change in the general 
appearance of a plant, as shall render it altogether dillercnt 
from another to which it would, on general grounds, appear to 
bo closely allied. 

“ That particular organs in plants do frequently become 
abortive, in consequence of the common accidents of excessive 
or defective humidity, light, &c., had been before admitted ; 
but to Monsieur Dccandolle we arc indebted for assigning a 
wider influence to this cause, and for shewing, that in many 
cases there arc forces in regular operation which produce a 
constant alteration or obliteration of^ certain parts. 

“ If, indeed, we admit, that such eflccts may and do arise 
from internal as well as from external causes, from the cflect 
of the mere growth and development of parts connected with 
its own structure, as Avell as from the operation of foreign 
agents, it is plain that they would extend, not to a few only, 
but to all the individuals belonging to the family of plants 
possessing the kind of structure which occasions it. 

Thus, for example, we observe in tlie horse-chesnut three 
seed-vessels or carpels, each containing two seeds ; whilst in 
the fruit we perceive in all never more than three seeds, and 
sometimes only a single one. It is evident, therefore, that at 
least three of the seeds have died away, not from any cause 
which can be considered accidental, but from something inhe- 
rent in the very structure of the tree. AVe may indeed trace 
the gradual decay of these abortive seeds, by opening the seed- 
vessel at different stages of its growth. In like manner it is 
found to bo the rule, that in some cases the terminal, in others 
the lateral bads, will .arrive at maturity ; but, that the abor- 
tion of the one arises merely from the development of the 
other, and not from any inherent peculiarity of structure in 
itself, has been proved, by removing the bud, which commonly 
expands at an early age, by which means the one which is 
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commonly abortive is made td developc itself, and to arrive at 
maturity, 

“ The reality of this occurrence cannot therefore be ques- 
tioned, but to pronounce fn what cases it has actually happen- 
ed, becomes a question of great intricacy. 

“ The first principle on w^hich M. DecandoUe proceeds, in 
order to determine what organs in a particular plant have be- 
come abortive, or are deficient, is by observing what are called 
the monstrosities to wdiich the species is liable, or its occasional 
deviations from the accustomed standard. 

“ Tliese monstrosities arise in some cases from a return to 
lie jirimitive type of the species, in ftinsequence of the re- 
moval, by accident, of those forces which usually modify its 
natural condition. 

“ In the horsc-chesnut, for example, the six embryos rarely 
ever grow to maturity, because those which first have acquired 
vitality abstract nourishment from the rest, and thus cause 
them to die away. 

“ It might liappcn, however, by some singular accident, that 
all the six embryos received the principle of life at one and 
the same instant of time, on which supposition the existence 
of six mature seeds in the two seed-vessels might occur — a 
monstrosity wdiich, so far from being a further departure from 
the natural form, would be in fact a return to it. 

The second method, by which the same point is deter- 
mined, consists in examining the general analogy subsisting 
between the plant and others. If, for instance, all tliose spe- 
cies, which bear the nearest resemblance to the one we are 
examining, should have five stamens, whilst this possesses only 
four, w^c might reasonably conclude, knowing the great ten- 
dency of this organ to become abortive, that one habitually 
dies away, owing to some cause incident to the nature of the 
vegetable. 

“ The abortions which take place, may 9 ccur either from 
the plant being nourished in excess, or defectively, Uy an ex- 
cess of nourishment, the growth of the contiguous organs may 
be so accelerated, that the part itself is prevented growing, 
or becomes stunted ; by defect of nourishment, on the con- 
trary, the. same consequence may directly ensue, and under 
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eitlier state of things one of tvvb results will occur, cither that 
the organ is so diminished, as to bo incapable of performing 
its proper office, or that it is entirely obliterated. In the 
former case it often happens, by a beautiful provision of na- 
ture, iliat it is transformed into some other oi’gan, and dis- 
charges certain other functions. Thus branches, petioles of 
leaves, petals of flowers, and other parts, degenerate, some- 
times into tliorns, and at other times into tendrils ; thus the 
branches, becoming succulent, acquire the appearance, and 
perform the functions, of leaves ; thus that wliich is essen- 
tially notliing more than one of the envelopes of the kernel of 
the peach, becoming jftlpy, is converted into a wholesome kind 
of fruit. 

‘‘ The third cause of deviation from the accustomed stan- 
dard is the mutual adliesion of certain parts, a process similar 
to that which we produce artificially in the operation of graft- 
ing, and which often takes place also under natural circum- 
stances. 

“ It is, therefore, quite intelligible that this same union of 
parts should also be ])roducod i\i consequence of their natural 
proximity. Thus, if two ovaries grow very near eacli other, 
it is obvious that they will have a tendency to cohere. M. 
Decandolle, therefore, contends, that the corolla and the 
calyx are in fact compound organs, made up of a certain num- 
ber of petals and of sepals which liave grown together, that 
a seed-veh>>el is a congeries of as many ilistinct organs as there 
are cells, and that a flower is no assemblage of individuals 
clustered round a common centre.” 

The sagacity of our countryman, llobert lirown, had al- 
ready led Iiim to point out this principle, so far as relates to 
one portion of the subject, for in liis Prodromus Flora? Nova? 
Hollandiie, published so long ago as 1810, he pronounces, that 
all nmltilocular capsules are composed of a number of theca* 
equal in number.to the divisions of which they consist, and 
differ from each otlier'only in the degrees and modes of their 
cohesion or separation. 

He also, in his observations on the Natural Family called 
Composite,” published in the Linnaan Transactions for 181C, 
between the publication of, the first and second editions of 
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Decandolle’s Thcorio Elementairc, announces the same truth 
in more clear and distinct language, stating, that he considers 
the pistillum, or female organ, of all pluenogamous plants, to 
be formed on the same phui, of which a polyspermous legumen, 
or folliculus, whose seeds are disposed in a double series, may 
be taken as a type. A circular series of these pistilla,^'' he 
continues, ‘‘ disposed round an imaginary axis, and whose 
number corresponds with that of tlie parts of the calyx or 
corolla, enters into my notion of a flower complete in all its 
parts,’’ 

Other hints of the same kind thrown out in this memoir, 
and likewise in his Appendix to Flinders’ Voyages, published 
•1 1814, respecting the family Euphorbiaeea', shew, that the 
doctrine of abortion, Avhich Decamlollc has cxj)laincd so lu- 
minously, was j)rcscnt also to the mind of liobert Brown, 
and render it probable, that, in the conception of some parts 
of the work alluded to, its author may have derived assist- 
ance from the writings of our countryman. 

The Memoirs of Cassini on the Composittc might also have 
improved and eidarged, though, as they Avere brought out in 
1814, they coidd not have originated the ideas of M. Decan- 
dolle ; but the two sources to which he seems to have been 
peculiarly indebted for the general views, and for the train 
of thought which he has put fortli, Avere, \st^ Tlie system 
of crystallography Avhicli had lately been developed by the 
Abbe Hauy ; and, 2d/y, The opinions and speculations of 
Mens, r^ainarck concerning the successive progression of or- 
ganized beings. 

The Abbe Ilaiiy had shewn, how a number of secondary 
forms may be produced by the same mineral species, owing 
to an assemblage of crystals possessing the same figure being 
piled up one upon the other in a decreasing series. 

Thus an octohedral figure may be produced by a mineral 
whose primitive form is a cube, in consequence of the number 
of little crystals which go to constitute the aggj’cgate Avliich 
Ave see, decreasing in regular proportion from the sides to the 
centre. 

This principle suggested to Mons. Decandolle the analo- 
gous ide^i of regarding the apparent irregularities of struc- 
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ture, which are seen in species of plants belonging to the 
same common xype, as modifications produced by the causes 
above assigned, just as the apparent irregularity of figure 
which we observe in the same mineral had been referred by 
llauy to certain crystalline laws acting upon molecules possess- 
ing the same type. 

Moreover, a similar difference exists between the mode of 
considering the organs of plants adopted by Decandolle, and 
by antecedent botanists, as that which prevails between the 
system of crystallography invented by the Abbe Hauy, and 
that previously proposed by Rome de L’Isle. 

According to the latter, each crystal was viewed as in itself 
a whole, possessing a certain definite figure, which was in 
many cases modified by truncation, that is, by having its an- 
gles bevelled off. 

According to the former, a crystal is an aggregate of a 
number of molecules, possessing a i)articular figure, wdiich, 
clustering together in obedience to certain laws, produce a 
variety of secondary forms, all, lio^vever, bearing some relation 
to the i^riniary one. 

So, according to the old mode of considering plants, the 
corolla, the calyx, the seed-vessel, &c., was each considered a 
simple organ, and the petals, the sepals, the carpels, &c. its 
parts — whereas Decandolle regards each of the former as a 
compound organ, and the latter to bear the same relation to 
it, wdiich the primitive molecules in Ilauy’s system do to the 
crystals formed by their union. 

But the individual, to whom probably Decandolle was most 
indebted for the germs of those opinions, which he has so 
ably developed in his Thcorie Elenientaire, was his colleague 
and associate, Lamarck ; and I could hardly fix upon any cir- 
cumstance in the whole of his scientific career, more calcu- 
lated to exalt his character morally as well as intellectually, 
than the use he has made of the ingenious but fanciful views 
wdiich ho obtained frain this source, and the discrimination 
wdiich he exercised in separating the pure metal from the base 
alloy. 

It is foreign to the objects of this Society to enter upon 
any discussions connected with religion, nor indeed, if I were 
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to allude to that part of M. Dccandolle’s character, should I 
be able to do justice to him in these respects, not having been 
honoured with a sufficient degree of intimacy with him in the 
privacy of his domestic ciiv,do, to learn his sentiments on those 
grave subjects. 

This, however, I may venture to assert, that whilst there is 
no passage in any of his numerous works, which can even by 
implication convey an impression of another kind, there are 
many which evince a disposition, on his part, to apply, on every 
suitable opportunity, the truths of his favourite science to the 
advocacy of the eternal interests of mankind. 

The use which ho and Lamarck have made of the doctrine 
of mdimentary organs common to them both will serve to 
illustrate this fact, and evince, not only the greater soundness 
of M. Deeandolle’s judgment, but likewise the moral truth, 
that food and poison may be extracted out of the very same 
materials, according to the character of the recipient. 

The doctrine of rudimentary organs, that is, the notion 
“ that parts which exercise some important function in the or- 
ganization of animals or of vegetables, may exist in some spe- 
cies in so imperfect a conditiofi, as to be apparently of no use 
to the individual,” is one that scarcely can admit of dispute 
from those who take a wide survey of either of the two king- 
doms of nature. 

The manimai of male animals in general, the stumps of 
wings in birds, which, like the penguin, are unable to fly, 
the eyes covered with skin belonging to the mole and the 
Proteus anguinus, and the rudiments of toes concealed under 
the skin of ruminant animals, are all familiar illustrations of 
this position. 

But in the use which has been severally made of the above 
principle, the genius of the two philosophers alluded to stands 
remarkably contrasted. 

By Lamarck it was regarded as a confirmation of that ex- 
travagant hypothesis of appetencies crcfiting’ parts, by which, 
though without directly denying the existence of^ a Deity, he 
represented his agency as being as little exercised in the works 
of creation, as that of the gods of Olympus were according to 
the system of Epicurus. 
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Out of deference for the opinions of his fellow men, or per- 
haps from some latent sentiment of religion at variance with 
his philosophical dogmas, he admitted, that the order of na- 
ture emanated from the D^ ity, but supposed that it proceeded 
to do its work, by blind and imperfect, and merely mechani- 
cal efforts, productive at first of only rough and abortive 
draughts of what, in the course of an infinite succession of 
ages, ripened itself into its present wonderful coini)lexity, and 
perfection of form and structure. 

So even Epicurus, out of respect for the coimnon opinions 
of mankind, the innate ideas, as it were, which existed in the 
minds of others, admitted that there were gods, but removed 
them from all share in the concerns of hiimanit y? by suppos- 
ing the wliole structure of the universe to result from a for- 
tuitous concourse of atoms. 

How different in thesc^ respects \vas the proceeding of M. 
Decandolle ! 

Ho did not indeed attempt to deny tlio existence of rudi- 
mentary organs, from seeing the use which others had made 
of the doctrine — to have attempted this inilee<l would have 
been as hopeless a task, as to deliy the deductions arrived at by 
geologists with respect to the age of the w^orld, because some 
persons may have perversely availed themselves of such facts 
as a handle against revolation — but, boldly admitting their 
reality, and skilfully availing Iiiinsclf of this principle as a elcw 
whereby to trace the atfinitics l)etwecn plants, he vindicated 
it from the imputation of being in any degree inconsistent 
with the existence of design, or of lending any eounteiiaiiee to 
the doubts of the sceptic. 

According to his views, all organized beings, wben compared 
one with another, present groups of greater or lesser extent, 
which themselves form parts of groups embracing a still wider 
i-aiige, and are divisible into others of a subordinate descrip- 
tion. Each group is subject to two classes of laws ; the first 
producing that regular order in whicli its organs arc disposed, 
or in other words the symmetry of its organization ; the second 
regulating the action of the ])roccsses of vitnliiy, from wdiich 
often results such a degree of derangement in tlie symmetry 
of its parts, that their iiatural disposition may tlu rc'by be com- 
pletely disguised. 
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This derangement of the norpial structure may be ascribed 
— cither to the abortion of certain organs — to tlieir alteration 
in form and appearance — or to the adhesions between organs 
of the same or of different descriptions. 

The existence, then, of rudimentary parts, is only a conse- 
({uence of those general rules, which the divine Author of 
Nature lias thought fit to impose upon himself in all the arrange- 
ments of the universe, and can in no wise be regarded as in- 
consistent with the idea of design, if we only can shew, that 
tlie wliole proceeds upon a consistent plan, and that plan a 
wise one, inasmuch as each organ, in the great majority of 
cases, and in its perfect and developed form, is subservient 
to .some beneficial purpose. 

As a eonsecpience, of that general analogy which runs 
throughout tins whole of organized nature, and of the inter- 
ference of causes which in their main result are productive of 
good, we find parts ex i.sting in a rudimentary or abortive state 
in one species, wliich in others serve some manifestly import- 
ant ofiice ; neither would it be any objection to the idea of 
design, if it could be proved, that in this rudimentary condition 
they were absolutely useless, although it must be considered 
as an additional evidence of provision, when, as in many in- 
stances, we are able to shew, that they become subservient to 
a new purpose, by being unfitted to their primary one. 

Thus the ])arts of the calyx in many composite flowers de- 
generate into a pappus, or down, which, being of a light and 
feathery texture, serves to waft the seeds attached to it to a 
great distance, and in this manner to disseminate the species ; 
thus the nectaries, which are regarded as degenerated stamens, 
secrete honey, and by this means attract insects, by whose 
entrance into the flower, the pollen is dispersed and lodged 
upon the pistil.s. 

Perhaps, had not one of the seed-vessels of leguminous 
])lants been constantly abortive, the seeds would have all been 
so stunted in their growth, as to have been unfitteijl for supply- 
ing nutriment to animals. 

These, and other facts that might be alleged, prove, that the 
degeneration or abortion of particular organs, often serves 
some wise purpose with reference to the plant itself, or to 
other beings ; and that the same maybe the case in other in- 
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stances, in which w'o do not [>erccive it, it would be presump- 
tuous to deny. 

Nevertheless, it does not seem requisite for the argument 
as to final causes, to contend, that every organ must have a 
definite use in all the individuals in which it occurs, since its 
existence may be regarded, as being nothing more than a con- 
sequence of that general law of nature above stated, the wis- 
dom of which there is no ground for impugning. 

“ If,’’ says M. Decaiidolle,^ “ on a subject so grave and so 
elevated, I may be permitted to avail myself of a comparison 
somewhat mean and trivial, 1 shall perhaps render my views 
on this subject somewhat better understood. 

“ I w ill suppose myself seated at a splendid banquet, and 
certainly the repast which Nature sets before us may w ell merit 
this appellation, 

“ I endeavour to discover wdiat evidence can be afforded 
that this banquet is not the result of chance, but has been due 
to the wdll of an intelligent being. No doubt, I should remark, 
that each of the dishes is in itself wxdl prepared (this is the 
argument of the anatomist), and that the selection of them 
implies a reference to the wants of the individuals who partake 
of them. (This is the reasoning of the physiologist.) Jhit may 
I not likewise observe, that the dishes that constitute this re- 
past are arranged in a certain symmetrical order, such as is 
agreeable to the eye, and in itself announces design and 
volition I 

Now, if on examining the above arrangement, I should 
find certain dishes repeated, as for instance in double row s, 
for no other apparent reason, than that the one might in a 
manner correspond to the other ; or observe, that the places 
which they should occupy were filled wdth imitations of the 
real dishes, which seem of no use with reference to the object 
of the repast, ought I, on that account, to reject the idea of 
design ? 

“ So far from this, I might infer from the very circumstances 
stated, an attention to symmetrical arrangement, and conse- 
quently the operation of intelligence. 

“Nowtliis is precisely what happens on the great scale in na- 


* Thonric Kltoentaire. 24 e4itioii; page IH.j. 
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tiire. Considerations derived from the symmetry of parts correct 
ill great measure what is deficient in the theory of final causes, 
and tend, not only to resolve many difficulties, which present 
themselves in the general economy of nature, but even to 
transform them into evidences of the existence of this very 
order.’’ 

And Iiere, perhaps, I may be permitted to make a short 
digression, in order to say a few words wdth respect to the 
general sjiirit and influence of the wTitings which have pro- 
ceeded from the Republic of Geneva. 

Let others, if they please, censure the laxity of opinion which 
is attributed to their theologians — iny more grateful as well as 
more ajipropriate olfice in this place shall be, to bear testimony 
to the general moral tone, and beneficial tendency of their 
literature. 

Had it not been for the existence of this independent focus 
of learning and talent, all French publications w’ould have been 
but a reflexion of the light which radiated from the often cor- 
ruj)t atmosphere of Paris ; for in France everything centres 
in the metropolis, and in that country, as a witty writer^ has 
(juaintly expressed himself — the opinions of the provinces are 
of little more importance than the opinion of a man' s legs,\ 

13ut Geneva, from its higli intellectual eminence, its Pro- 
testantism, and its independent political position, has always 
possessed a school, both of literature and science, exclusively 
its own, so that not oidy those of her sons w ho have continued 


^ Ilcyiio. 

t M. Flonrons has nncxpcctccMy supplied me, in his lilogc of Docandolle^ 
with an anecdote which may serve to confirm this position. Wlicn Decan- 
dolle had been ai)poiutcd by M. Cretot, the Minister of the Interior, to his 
ju-ofussorsliip at Montpellier, the following conversation pass(*d betw'ocn the 
minister andLaplacc, who, hy way of expressing his high admiration of Decan- 
dolle, began it asfoUow^s : Monsoignemwous nous jouoz un mnuvais tour, 

nous comptions avoir bien tot M. de Candolle, u I’Institut.” ‘^Votre Institut! 
votre Institut! s’ecrie M. Cretet.” *‘Kh quoil’^ repond M.tte Laplace, tout 
etonno. “ Savez vous quo j^ii qiielqucfuis envie de faire tiror un coup de 
canon sur votre Institute Oiii, monsieur, un roup de canon, pour cn disperser 
Ics membres dans toute la France. N’ost co pas uno chose deplorable do 
voir toutes les lumicres concentrecs dans Paris, eties provinces en igirorancc* 
J’cnvoic 3I*. do Candolle a Montpellier, pour y poiter I’activitc.” 
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under her wing during life, biit even the offsets she has sent 
forth to other lands, have preserved the impress of those na- 
tional characteristics which they had accpiircd from early edu- 
cation. 

Thus Necker maintained, even in his financial measures at 
Paris, the ideas that he has brought with him from (ieneva ; 
and his illustrious daughter was reproached and almost pro- 
scribed by Napoleon, for the singular reason, that her writings 
were not written in a French spirit. 

Nor will an impartial critic deny, that the literature of 
Geneva, whatever may be its faults, possesses a greater purity 
and elevation of sentiment, than belongs to the school Avhieh 
was at one time regarded as essentially Parisian. With one 
lamentable exception, no doubt, which we regret the more, 
because the gross impurities that sully the works to which 1 al- 
lude, are perceived to have been the offspring of a mind, not 
destitute of “ some glorious elements,”^ or deficient in higli 
and noble aspirations, the writers w^ho have (‘inanaled from thci 
little Republic of w hich I speak, may fairly i)articii)ate in the 
praise which the most eminent of her native historianst claims 
for himself as his highest merit, namely, “ that of never noticing 
vice but with the disgust it deserves, neven- surrounding it with 
seductive pictures, or treating it as a subject of pleasantry ; 
and, in the course of the whole of his volmninous publications, 
of having never written a single passage which a modest 
female might not read aloud without a blush.” 

As for Decandolle, he partook fully in that sentiment of 
nationality whicli has kept Geneva distinct from Paris, in 
science and literature, as w^ell as iii government. 

It is related of him, that wdien, in 1809, he represented the 
department of Leman in the Assembly of Notables, convened 
by Bonaparte as limperor, on being presented to the latter, 
and asked by him how CJencva was pleased with its union 
with France, he had the courage to remain silent ; and no 
sooner had the peace pi 1814 secured to his native place an 


* A goodly frame of glorious elements, 

Had they been wisely mingled.” 

1 See fcJifcinomU's Frefuie to hib ‘ lli&ioirc des Fraueaib.* 
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independent existence, than be gave np his emoluments at 
Montpellier, and preferred the almost honorary appointment 
wliich ho heiiecforth discharged as Professor of Natural His- 
tory at Geneva, to any more lucrative ottice in a foreign city. 

Px’om this period may he dated the coinmcncement of those 
important works, uium which his reputation amongst Euro- 
pean botanists is ])rincipally founded. 

Jn 1818 appeared the hrst volume of his Systema Naturale, 
intended to embrace a detailed description of all known plants, 
arranged according to tlieir natural alhnities or design, — an un- 
dertaking* \Nhi(*li, since the days of Hay, no botanist had had 
the couj’age to attempt. 

He was not, indeed, unaware of the magnitude and difriculty 
of such a work, or of the danger h‘st his labours should he sub- 
verted by discoveries made during their progress ; but lie was 
encouraged to proceed in it, by the consciousness that a trea- 
tise of this description, evem though imiierfcct, would be the 
one of all others most instrumental in spreading a knowledge 
both of general and special botany. 

It is indeed a liappy circumstance for the cause of science, 
when an individual, jicssesswig the comjirchunsive views and 
the powers of generalisation which belonged to Decandoile, 
can be induced to cuter upon tliis sjiecies of labour ; and not 
one of the least advantag<js accruing from it I conccuvo to be, 
that it relieves the jiursuit itself from the imputation of frivo- 
lousness, to be found worthy of occu])ying so large a portion 
of the attention of one, who had already shewn himself, by his 
previous publications, capable of grappling with the more phi- 
losophical departments of the science. 

It may be remarked, that whilst in the b'lore Frangaise, 
and I believe in most other works of antecedent date, Ibund- 
cd on the natural system, plants of the most simple structure 
were placed first, and the more complex ones afterwards, the 
contrary order has been pursued in the Systeina Natune of 
Decandoile. • ^ 

And in this dilfercncc of arrangement I think 1 can trace 
the influence of those general views which he had adopted in 
opposition to his distinguished colleague and early master, 
Lamarck. * . . 
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It was, no doubt, quite natural and consistent in the latter, 
imagining, as he did, that the more complicated forms of vege- 
table life had proceeded out of the simpler ones, by a number 
of successive tentative efforts of creative energy, to imagine 
that he was following the order of nature in describing, in the 
first place, those plants which he conceived to be of earliest 
production ; whilst Dccandollc, who regarded the whole vege- 
table kingdom as equally the result of the same wise and bene- 
ficial plan, and who had been taught by the researches of 
Cuvier, that the inhabitants of the early periods of the world 
were as complieated in their organisation, and as skilfully con- 
trived for their respective uses, as those at present in exist- 
ence, was led to prefer that mode of considering the subject, 
which enabled him to place first before his readers the organs 
of a plant, in their most complete state of development, and 
therefore in their most intelligible point of view. 

He felt, that it was pursuing a mistaken analogy, to ima- 
gine that the organs of reproduction or of vegetation could be 
studied with more facility in a moss, than in a flower ; it might 
be rather said, that in the former they were in a manner in 
a rudimer^ary condition, and consequently that their true 
uses could best be inferred by analogy, after we had fully exa- 
mined them in plants of a more complicated striiotiiro ; just as 
we should be at a loss to explain the uses of the eye, from exa- 
mining it in the mole, or of the mammm from a dissection of 
those in the male subject, instead of beginning with those cases 
in which the above organs were in a state of the most complete 
development. 

Decandolle accordingly commences his system with the fa- 
mily Ranunculaccae, as that in which the natural symmetry 
of plants belonging to the Dicotyledonous division is in the 
least degree departed from, the sepals, petals, stamens, and 
even the pistils, being here separate and distinct; and he then 
proceeds, step by step, to trace the different degrees and kinds 
of irregularity which may be perceived in those other natural 
families which he places before us in succession. 

Nor are the more technical, or, as it may be termed, the 
mechanical arrangements adopted in this treatise, selected with 
less judgment and discretion. 
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In the Systema Naturso, tl^e authority for each description 
is scrupulously given ; and it is stated, by appropriate marks, 
whether the plant has been observed by Decandolle himself 
in a dry or in a living state, cultivated or wild. The syrio- 
nymes of each species are appended, with a mark affixed to 
the name of their author, whenever the identification has been 
fully made out by an actual comparison of the specimen refer- 
red to with that on which Decandolle’s description is based. 

Tlie habitat is given with greater accuracy than heretofore, 
by appending to it the name of the author on whose authority 
it rests, either in italics, where Decandolle himself has seen 
the specimen referred to, or in roman letters, included in a 
parenthesis, where he has not ; whilst, where it rests on De- 
candolle’s personal examination, the locality is given without 
any name at all. 

Another pointattended to scrupulously in this treatise was the 
breaking up*of the genera into natural sections, so as to group 
the species together, as much as possible, according to their 
natural affinities ; an idea which has been followed out by sub- 
sequent botanists, wdth regard to the natural families them- 
selves, which are now arranged according to their alliances, 
and thus serve as links whereby to connect in one consecutive 
chain the most general divisions into classes, with the most 
subordinate one into species and varieties.] 

But even the indefatigable zeal and the steady perseverance 
of Mons. Decandolle were found unequal to the herculean 
task of describing, in the detailed manner originally proposed, 
the enormous catalogue of plants at present enumerated, 
swelled, as it has been, by the researches of modern botanists, 
from 8000 species known to Linmeus, to more than 50,000 ; 
and, accordingly, after bringing out two volumes of his Sys- 
tema, embracing within their compass 11 natural families, ho 
determined on carrying on his work in a more compendious 
form, under the title of l^rodromas tSystematis Naturalise 

What the extent of his original work would luive been, had 
it ever been completed in its original plan, may ’be estimated 
from this calculation alone. 

The Prodromus, at the time of his death, consisted of six thickly 
printed volumes, each averaging about 700 pages, and of a se- 
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ventli of half that size, and yet it includes only 102 natural 
families ; whereas the whole number comprehended in his son’s 
enumeration of those bclonjjing to the class of flowering plants 
is 195. 

Tt is true, that one of those completed is the immense order 
of Comj)osit{c*, w'hich alone has been estimated at nearly a quar- 
ter of the whole of the Dicotyledonous division ; but then, on the 
other hand, it must bo recollected, that, during the interval 
since the W'ork commenced, such vast additions have been made 
to the catalogue of plants, that the families hereafter to bo de- 
scribed would be more voluminous in proportion than the 
earlier ones. 

may, therefore, perhaps calculate, that the Prodromus, 
had it been completed, would have formed 15 volumes of 
700 pages each ; hut the plants described in the two volumes 
of the Systema are compressed into 230 pages of the latter 
work, so that the Systema, if executed on the same jdan, 
would have occupied no less than 44 volumes octavo. 

I'ur. if iijij-cs 1 Iu,'i00 (\i/. I "» of 700 racli) -r= 44 \ols*. 

This great undertaking, commencing with the preparation 
of the first volume of the Systema, which was published in 
1 SI occupied him till his death, \vhich occurred in DSll ; 
but the last portion of it wliich appeared was the concluding 
])art of the description of the Composita% bearing tin* date of 
1838. 


AVe mu.st not, however, suppose, that the whole business of 
his life during so long a period consisted in the exhausting la- 
bour of describing and classifying species. Prom time to time, 
for instance, during this interval he brought out those admi- 
rable Monographs, in which he has delineated in so masterly a 
manner the general characters of particular natural families. 

These Monographs were intended to serve as fuller expla- 
nations of the grounds of that classification which he had 
adopted in hi 3 Prodromus, as illustrations of those principles 
which he had Jaid down in his Theorie J^lementaire, and as cri- 
ticisms on the plans of arrangement which had been proposed 
by antecedent writers. 

They hold an intermediate place between the mere particu- 
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lar descriptions of species which are contained in the Prodro- 
inus, and the general observations on the structure of plants 
considered in the aggregate, which are found in the Organo- 
gi’aphie ; constituting the groundwork of the former, and the 
data upon which the latter was constructed. 

Thus, in his Memoir on the Cruciferic, he earri(*s us in de- 
tail through the structure of all the parts, first, of veg(dation, 
and afterwards of reproduction, belonging to this important 
natural family ; and he shews, that the only di.^llnction wliich 
can be relied on for separating its meinl^ers into natural groups*, 
are drawn, eitlior from the form of the embryo, or iVom tliat 
of the seed-vessel. If we adopt the former as the ba^is of our 
s\stein. wo shall divide tlie Crueifene into five natural groups, 
aeeording to tlie position of the Radiele witli referenee to the 
Cotyledons ; if we adopt the latter, we shall distingnish them 
into six, ai‘eording to the position of the vrdves of the Sccd- 
vesseb 

Tliis latter inetliod lie shews to be pr(d'(n*al)le to the old 
Linmean division, depending upon the length of the pod, as tlie 
latter admits of no ('xact limits, and as it places together gene- 
ra in no way allied, and dividSs others which are naturally con- 
nected ; but be nevertheless regards it as of inferior moment 
to the distinction founded upon the embryo, both because the 
latter is an organ of greater iniportanec than the seed-vessel, 
ami because there is not such a gradation in its form, as is 
found in that of tlie pod which incloses it. 

Ho adopts, therefore, as the basis of his classification, tJie 
principle suggested by Robert Urown, with respect to the 
manner in which the radicle is folded iij)on the cotyledons, 
and afterwards subdivides tlie groups so formed according to 
the form and mode of opening of the seed-vessel. 

He thus, by means of these two characters, constructs 
twenty-one natural groups, and satisfies himself of the cor- 
rectness of the principles upon which lie has proceeded in his 
classification, by finding that the genera throiyi together by 
virtue of this arraiigeiiicnt, are really such as stmwl most nearly 
allied one to the other. 

Thus, as in the physical sciences, we commence by making 



VaUos oponiii}? longitinU- 
nally, turnishid with axastatica, morettia. 
transverse partitions in 
their interior. 



Tabular Vcw of the Cructfercc, d'mtrlhutcd aceorditig to their Cotyledons and Seed-Vessels, 
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experiments of a kind more or less exact, and having, by 
means of them, traced our i^outc, rectify it by means of geo- 
metrical formuhe, which serve as a check upon the errors of 
manipulation ; so, after* having thrown together all known 
plants of the cruciform family into groups determined by the 
sum of their affinities, he submits these groups to the rules of 
theory, and finding the two methods to lead him to the same 
result, is satisfied that he has made a near approximation to 
truth. 

But the object of the classifier, is not only to arrange in the 
most natural order the several genera belonging to the family 
which he describes, but also to ascertain the relations of the 
family itself taken collectively to other portions of the sys- 
tem. 

From the earliest times at Avhich botany was studied, the 
importance of this incpiiry has been felt, and the first attempts 
made to effect this object consisted in disposing the several 
objects in a linear series, according to the degrees of their 
deviation from some one taken as a standard of comparison. 

The objection to this method was, that the same plant might 
be nearly allied to one member of the series incertainrespccts, 
and to one occupying a very different place in others ; and Lin- 
nanis himself, being fully alive to the impossibility of con- 
structing a linear arrangement which should harmonize with 
nature, suggested the ingenious idea of representing the rela- 
tion in which j)lants stand one towards each other, by a kind 
of map, in which the classes should stand toward each other, 
as the quarters of the world do on an artificial globe, including 
the families as separate countries, their genera as provinces, 
their species as districts- As on the map, each district touches 
many others, at distinct points, so likcAvisc do the families in 
the vegetable kingdom ; as the individuals in each district 
agree in so many particulars with the inhabitants of the neigh- 
bouring districts as to be scarcely recognisable from them, so 
also do the species composing various allied genera.* 


* Giesceke, in his Prclectioncs in Onlines Naturales Plantaruiii, llatu- 
biirgh 1792,” has aUcmi)tcd to carry out this idea, in a Cliart, cxititlod Tabula 
Genoalogiyo Geographica Aflinitatuni Plant.arum. 
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Decandollc, in his Thcorie ICldmentaire, and other writmgs, 
has followed up this notion in his usual masterly manner ; but 
aware that a complete map of this kind can only be con- 
structed when the whole vegetable kingdom is fully investi- 
gated, just as it would be impossible to make a general map 
of the globe, till every part of it had been explored, he has 
contented himself with the preliminary labour of constructing 
local maps, as it were, of different countries, by pointing out 
the relations of each of the families which he notices to the rest. 

In some cases, indeed, the character's of a family arc so 
well marked, and so distinct from those of most others, that 
it is difficult to say to what the plants included in it are most 
allied. They stand in the relation of islands in the midst of 
a vast ocean, “ penitus toto divisos orbe,” and in any map of 
the vegetable kingdom which may hereafter be constructed 
would be represented as detached groups. 

Such is the case with the Cruciferie, a family which, al- 
though it bears some analogies to the Papavcraceaj in the num- 
ber of its petals, and in the structure of its fruit, possesses 
nevertheless so many peculiarities of structure, that it seems 
to lie apart from all other natural groups, except, perhaps, 
from the small one of the Gupparidcie. 

Ihit in the greater number of instances, the characters of 
the natural groups graduate into those of several others, like 
the countries included within the same continent; and in 
these c.ases, Decandolle has presented us with a sort of pic- 
torial view of the entire family, representing the several 
genera of which it consists diverging from ii common centre, 
around the circumference of which are placed the families 
with which these genera bear respectively the nearest con- 
nection. 

Thus in the case of the Crassulaceic, the division into tribes 
is drawn from the relation of the stamens, in point of num- 
ber, to the petals, they being in some eases the same, in 
others double of the latter ; and these two tribes are again 
subdivided, according as the petals are united or distinct. 
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Wo, therefore, obtain four groups, viz. : — 

Isostemones polypctalir. Diplostcnionos polypctciljo. 

Isostciiioncs gainoiJctalif Diplobtemones gamopctala\ 

These distinctions Decandolle delineates by the device of a 
circle, for the whole family taken collectively, divided into 
four equal i)arts, to represent the four tribes Alluded to, whilst 
the genera placed circularly nearest to the central point, are 
those which shew the general characters of the family in the 
most perfect manner, and in each division those in the bor- 
ders indicate the genera which arc more 'anomalous. 

Thus in the division entitled Isostemones polypotala?, we 
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see on the margins the genera Dasystemon, Bulliarda, and 
Tillcxa, which deviate somewhat from the standard. 

Amongst the Diplostemones gamopetala?, are placed on the 
borders of the circle the genera Kalanchoc and Bryophyllum, 
which by their pinnated leaves deviate from the rule ; amongst 
the Diplostemones polypctala; we place the genus Penthoruni 
and Diamorpha half way bej'ond the circle, to shew that it 
may be doubted whether they belong to the family at all. 

The genera that more immediately surround the centre, are 
disposed in the order of their natural affinities, which it w^ould 
have been impossible to have done if a linear arrangement 
had been adoj)ted. 

Uiit with reference to the point more immediately under 
consideration, it may be remarked, that this expedient of 
Decandollc's enables him to show to what other natural 
families the Crassulacejc arc most allied, and which of the 
genera included in it constitute the connecting links. Thus 
they approach to the Saxifrageae by means of the genera Dia- 
morplia and Penthorum, which are not succulent, and have 
the ovaries concrete, and with Paronychite through Tilhca, 
which has but two ovules, and agrees in habit with lllecebrum. 

Dccandolle has exemplified the same method in his Mono- 
graph of the family Melastomacca? ; but he has not thought 
proper to follow' it in later w'orks, cither from the difficulty of 
])resenting the characters in the same compendious form, or 
from the marked natural distinctions between the family de- 
scribed and other groups. 

One subject particularly attended to by Dccandolle in all 
these monographs was, the relative proportion of the mem- 
bers of each family found in different regions of the globe. 
By ascertaining in each instance this point, he hoped to ob- 
tain, at length, the requisite data for perfecting a branch of 
botanical science, in which, from a A'^ery early period of his 
life, he had Aaken a lively interest — I mean the geographical 
distribution of plants. 

Already, in the year 1807> he had given, in his Flore 
Fran5aise, a sketch of the several botanical regions into which 
France might be divided ; and when, in 1817, Humboldt pub- 
lishe<l his Prolegomena on the Geographical distribution of 
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Plants, and likewise, in the Memoires de la Societe d’Arcueil, 
his masterly dissertation on the Distribution of Heat through- 
out the Globe, M. Decandolle contributed to the same work, a 
general sketch of the subject of Botanical Geography, which, 
in an expanded and corrected form, has been inserted in the 
Dictionnaire des Sciences Naturelles, by Levrault, published 
in 1820. 

In this essay, he fir^ considers in detail, the influence of 
the different agents which affect the growth of plants, such 
as temperature, light, humidity, the soil, and the atmosphere 
— ho then points out the several stations or situations in a 
particular country which certain plants affect, as, for example, 
the neighbourhood of the sea, marshes, cultivated land, rocks, 
sand, forests, the dwellings of man, &c. — and, lastly, he passes 
in review the distribution of the different tribes of i)lants over 
the various regions of the globe, such as the tropical, the 
temperate, and the frigid zones. 

Having thus, both from theory and from observation, estimated 
the degree of influence exerted by external agents upon the 
distribution of plants, he is in a condition to consider the in- 
teresting problem, as to whetlier the limited range of country, 
to wdiich in a state of nature each species would appear to be 
confined, is referable solely to the above circumstances. 

If the affirmative of this proposition be granted, we have 
then the choice of several suppositions, for either we may sup- 
pose, tliat plants w'ere at first scattered indiscriminately over 
the whole globe, or, as Linnaeus imagined, that they spread 
themselves from some one central spot in diflerent directions, 
according as the conditions were favourable or otherwise ; 
or, if w'e chose to give in to the Lamarckian view of the 
gradual progression of more perfect from less perfect forms, we 
might imagine each plant to be generated at or near the spot 
where it is found, owing to the influence of external causes 
operating upon matter endued with some principle of vita- 

But if the negative must be concluded — if, after making 
all allowance for circumstances, there remains something yet 
to be explained with respect to the geographical distribution 
of vegetables, we arc then led to tlm conclusion, that. each 

VOL. xx«rv. xo. Lxviir. — apkfl 1R43.^ q 
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species was originally created within a certain distance of the 
locality where it is met with, having spread itself to a point* 
more or less remote from its original site, according as cir- 
cumstances were more or loss favourable to its propagation. 

This question, which involves higher considerations than 
those relating merely to botany, has been discussed by Monsieur 
Decandolle Avith his usual sagacity and judgment, and the re- 
sult he has arrived at seems to be — that it is far more easy to 
explain, on physical principles, the occurrence in a compara- 
tively small number of cases of the same species in distant 
regions of the globe, than the limitation of the greater num- 
ber to certain fixed geographical limits by considerations of 
climate. 

Thus, he observes, it vvouUl not be difficult to pitcli upon 
two points of the globe situated respectively, cither in the 
United States and in liurope, or in America and tropical 
Africa, presenting the same circumstances of, temperature, 
elevation, soil, and humidity, and yet with a perfectly distinct 
flora ; Avhilst, on the other hand, if a plant be pointed out 
Avhich occurs in two localities very remote one from the other, 
Ave may generally discover some^'liing, in the nature of its seed- 
vessel, in its kiioAvn properties, or in its uses, Avhicli may have 
caused its propagation and naturalization in regions to winch 
it Avas not indigenous. 

He thus arrives at a conclusion, in entire liarinoiiy Avith 
those views Avhich I liaA^e before represented him as enter- 
taining, Avith respect to the perfect condition in Avhich all the 
AAwks of nature had issued from the hand of the ( 'reator ; in- 
ferring, that each plant was at first established in some parti- 
cular locality for which its habits and structure were suited, 
not that it Avas rendered what it is, by the operation of the 
causes which there affected it ; contending, in opposition to 
Lamarck, for the permanency of species, and making common 
cause with Cuvier in opposing the absurd and dangerous theory 
of spontaneous generation. 

One of the strongest reasons for preferring a natural ar- 
rangement of plants to an artificial one is, tliat the former 
affords us a clew to the medicinal, as Avell as to all the other 
qualities wliich may be expected to reside in a particular 
species. 
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We have seen, that Decandolle was, from an early period 
of his life, awake to this important fipplication of botanical 
science to purposes of utility, for the medicinal properties of 
plants were selected by hiin as the subject of his Thesis, when 
candidate for the degree of Doctor in Physic at Paris in 
1804. 

In the year 1813, whilst still professor at Montpellier, he 
brought out a distinct work on the same subject, pointing out 
ill it the physiological properties of each of the principal na- 
tural families ; and of this treatise a second edition appeared 
in 1816. 

In 1810, he published a new and corrected edition of Iiiri 
T.'a'oric lileincntaire, in which he added, I**/, a chapter on 
the degeneration of organs, a ])articular case, it is true, of their 
abortion, but one deserving a distinct notice, from the peculiar 
character of the effects that are numbered under it. 2dh/^ a 
more full development of the principle laid down in his for- 
mer edition, as to the ellects produced on the organization of 
Xdants by the adhesion of organs. The general j)rinciple had 
indexed been clearly pointed out before, but the application of 
it, to explain, for instance, the*inanner in which all the diffe- 
rent kinds of seed-vessel result from the union of distinct car- 
pels, was first brought forward on the jwesent occasion. 

The chapter was added, to Avhicli allusion has been made in 
the former part of this sketch, vindicating the tlicory of abor- 
tive organs from those objections which had been raised 
against it, as though it militated against the idea of design, 
and clearly pointing out the distinctions between the views 
of their Author, and those of Lamarck. 

It was quite natural, that a mind which had obtained, even 
in 1813, and still more coiiqdetely in 1819, such clear views 
with respect to the causes of irregularity existing in the or- 
gans of plants, should have been carried forwards to the 
beautiful doctrine of vegetable metamoridiosis, which is only 
a further development of the same theory. 

No doubt, indeed, Linmeus himself had obtained a glimpse 
of this truth, as api>ears from his Thesis, called the Prolepsis 
Plantarum, sustained in the year 1760, in’which, though under 
the influence of a mistaken and fanciful hypothesis, he never- 
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theless distinctly maintains, that the bracts, the calyx, the 
corolla, the stamens, and the pistil, are modified leaves. 

The defects of this theory Dr Lindley states to be, “ in its 
failing to account for the modifications which the i)istil under- 
goes, and in the fanciful supposition, that the organs of fruc- 
tification arc prepared six years beforehand, and that their 
peculiar appearance is owing to the time of their development 
being anticipated by some unknown but ever acting cause.” 

The celebrated poet Goethe, in the year 1790, had the merit 
of presenting this theory divested of the above accompani- 
ments, and his “ Versuch die Metamorphose der Pflanzen zu 
erkliiren,’’ is remarkable as an example of one of those happy 
guesses at truth, which great minds occasionally arrive at, by 
a rapid glance over nature, rather than by that patient inves- 
tigation of particular phenomena, by which great general 
principles require, for the most part, to bo worked out. 

Coming, however, from an individual wlioseVeputation was 
built upon works of poetry and imagination, his theory ex- 
cited little attention amongst naturalists, until it was found to 
harmonize so remarkably with the principles, hinted at by 
Brown, and propounded more* fully by Decandolle, with re- 
spect to the modifications which organs undergo from adhe- 
sion, &c. ; and it at length came to be discovered, that the 
“ degeneration of organs” and their “ metamorphosis,” are 
only different modes of regarding the same phenomenon,'^ and 
that the poet and the philosopher, though setting out from 
opposite directions, had in fact met at the same point. 

This doctrine was more fully explained in his work on the 
Anatomy, or, as he proposed to call it, the Organography of 
plants, which was not given to the world till 1827, although 
its principal contents had been imparted to a numerous class 
of pupils in the lectures he had delivered for several preced- 
ing years. 

In this a<Jmirable work, which can only be estimated at its 
full value by those who compare it with the treatises on bo- 
tany published at the same time, as by Smith and Keith in 
England, by Mirbel in France, or by Sprengel in Germany, 

* See some good remarks in Flourens’ Eloge on the distinction between 
the views of Dcvandolle and Goethe on this subject. 
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he proceeds upon the principle of tracing each organ through 
all its several modifications of structure in the different plants 
in which it occurs, and of reducing every part to its organic 
elements. Hence the wholp of this treatise may be regarded 
as in some sense a development of the great doetrine of me- 
tamor})hosis, which lie liad pointed out in his foregoing trea- 
tise — a detailed exposition of the symmetrical plan, which the 
parts of all plants affect, and of the causes which interfere 
with their regularity of form and disposition. 

It is this philosopliical mode of considering the structure 
of plants, which has mainly contributed to impart to the work 
of Decandolle the superiority which it possesses over all an- 
tei edcnt, all contemporaneous treaties on botany, and which 
has even rendered it in many respects a model for those W'hich 
liave subsequently appeared. 

The organs of vegetables are here set before us, not in dry 
detail, as sepamte and independent parts of the structure which 
they serve to make up, or even in a purely physiological point 
of view% as subservient to the uses of the individual of which 
tlioy arc a constituent ; but they are treated, as links of a com- 
mon cliain, as portions of the •same harmonious system, sub- 
j(?ct indeed to endless variations, and productive of continual 
jliversitics of form and function, but nevertheless all influenced 
by the same universal law of symmetry and order. 

One of the greatest advantages attendant on this mode of 
treating the subject of botany, is the facility which it affords 
us of conveying a clear conception of, and in imprinting upon 
the memory, the numerous varieties of structure, which we 
adopt in describing and distinguishing individual plants. 

How perplexing, for instance, is the enumeration of the dif- 
ferent kinds of seed-vessel, according to old books on botany 
founded on the Linnaean method of classification ! how weari- 
some to the mind, to burden itself with the names and defini- 
tions of a long string of objects, between which no relation or 
connexion of form has been pointed out to us ! % 

But, according to Decandolle’s method, all th&e several 
forms of organization are shewn to result from leaves variously 
modified, and adlierent ; and thus, wdiilst engaged in the in- 
teresting task of reducing all these variations of form ttf one 
eommoii symmetrical plan, wc are insensibly led to classify 
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them under distinct heads, in a manner which renders their 
subsequent recollection a matter of comparative facility. 

It is the same with respect to the several varieties of leaves, 
wliich are rendered much more easy of recollection, in conse- 
quence of being first reduced to two great heads, charactei’is- 
tic of the two natural divisions of plants into monocotyledo- 
nous and dicotyledonous ; then subdividing the former into 
those with convergent and divergent nerves ; and the latter, 
into the four heads of penninerve, pcltincrve, palminerve, and 
pedalinervc, if simple, and of pinnate, pellatc, palmate, and 
pedalate, if composite, thus limiting the effort of memory 
chiefly to the task of distinguishing the several terminations, 
which, from tlieir great variety, do not seem reducible to any 
such principle of classification. 

]hit the most successful application of physiological princi- 
ples to terminology occurs in the chapter in whicli Mons. 
Decandolle has availed himself of Roeper’s ingenious method 
of distinguishing the various modes in which flowers arc situat- 
ed upon their stalk, which, under the name of their inflorescence, 
has given rise to so much confusion, but of which, novertlic- 
Icss, our countryman Robert ‘Rrown, in liis Memoir on the 
Composittc, published in 1818, shewed that he had entertained 
a just conception.* 

Instead of contenting himself with merely setting down the 
names and dispositions of their respective kinds, as of the Ver- 
ticillum, the Raceme, the Spike, the Corymb, the Fascicle, the 
Capitulum, the TImbell,thc Cyme, the Faniclc, foe., Decandolle 
begins by noticing, in the first place, the two different plans 
upon which the evolution of flowers may proceed — the ten- 
dency in some cases being towards, in others away from, the 
centre of the tree. The first he denominates centripetal^ the 
latter centrifugal inflorescence. 

He further finds, that some of the kinds observed by bota- 
nists are modifications of the centripetal, others of the centri- 
fugal tendency ; and he goes on to point out, how one kind is 
related to another, how it may graduate into it, and how cer- 
tain species of inflorescence (such as a capitulum) may arise 
out of cither of these tendencies, and therefore cannot be rc- 

* Sec also a Momuir bv M. Turpin in the oth voliinio of tlio Mcnioiros 
dll Museum, 1810. 
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lied upon as indicative of any fundamental distinction in the 
(\ases in wliich it occurs. 

1 have now instanced, rather for the sake of illustration, than 
under any idea of doiii " jnt^icc to the subject, a few of the pecu- 
liar merits of Mens, Dccandolh^’s Organo^raphie, which, more- 
over, as a full, candid, :nid luminous exposition of all that Avas 
known at tlu' time with respect to the structure of vegetables, 
stands, to say th<' least, on a par with any other work of the 
kind; nor are tlna’c anv portions of it, which, even at the pre- 
sent more advanced ])eriod of our knowledge, are liable to lead 
us into mistakes, (*xcept, ])crhaj»s, what relates to the raicro- 
seopie anatomy of plants, on which neither the leisure, nor the 
))'‘rfcction of the instruments, which Mons. Decandolle could 
command, was such as to justify him in speaking with au- 
tliority. 

AVithoiit earing for the order of dates, it may he conveiiicnt 
for mo to proceed next to notie(‘ the other treatise, in whiidi 
Decandolle aimed at completing that general snrvcv of the 
entire vegetable kingdom, whieh it bad been tbe business of 
his life to systematize and ari*angc. 

In the year 1S32, bis treatise on the physiology of plants, 
in fi vols. 8\'o., was first offered to the public ; but its principal 
cont(*nts hail iorined the subjciit of his lectures for several pre- 
ceding year.s, and had even been, with the permission of their 
author, g’.veu in au Mnglisli dress, by Mrs Mareet, in her in- 
teresting Conversations on Vegc^tahle Physiology, published in 
1821k 

Itt'garded as a el(*ar and coniprclnmsivo digest of what 
was known with respect to the functions of the organs de- 
scribed in his preceding work, the treatise now alhid(‘d to 
stood probably without a rival at the time of its appearance ; 
but it did not afford the same room for originality in the mode 
of treating the subjects under discussion, which liad been 
afforded liim in the preceding volumes, by 'applying the law 
of symmetry to the subject of vegetable organization, and by 
following out the conseipicnces of that prolific principle. 

Amongst the points on which the reader may look for much 
sound intbrmat’um, I may allude to those relating to cht3mical 
plicnomeha of vegetation, to which subject the naturalistsof Gc- 
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neva, during the last century, have devoted especial atten- 
tion. 

Bonnet> it will be recollected, had observed the evolution 
of air from leaves whilst exposed to^tho sun’s light, long before 
Priestley had been led by observations of a similar kind to 
his beautiful theory as to the influence of plants in purifying 
the atmosphere. 

Senebier had examined, in much detail, the circumstances 
under w'hich this evolution of gas took place, and the causes 
by which it was determined, to which Decandolle himself has 
made some additions, by shewing, that artificial light may, to 
a certain extent, supply the place of solar radiation, — a fact, 
however, which had been first pointed out by Humboldt, so 
early as 1793, in the aphorisms appended to his Flora Subter- 
ranca of Frey berg.* 

But the younger De Saussure had distinguished himself 
above the rest, by investigating the influence at once of water, 
of air, and of the soil, on the processes of vegetation, and by 
introducing into this department of inquiry, a degree of ac- 
curacy, which renders his labours, even after a lapse of nearly 
forty years, still the best authority we can appeal to on many 
of the questions under discussion. 

Into the consideration of questions which had exercised the 
genius of some of the most distinguished of his countrymen, 
Decandolle entered, as might be expected, with more than 

* I have been reminded by the perusal of M. Flourcns' EJoge, of an 
omission in the former part of this memoir relative to the subject hero 
alluded to, namely, of the fact, that these researches on artificial light ^ycre 
made known to the world so early as the year 1800. (See Memoircs des 
Savants Strangers dc I’Institut, vol. i.) He there established, that the 
period of the sleep of plants may be gradually reversed, by keeping them in 
the dark during day, and exposing them to artificial light at night ; and that 
we might communicate a green colour to etiolated leaves by the same action, 
although wo could not produce from them a sensible evolution of oxygen. 
Thus concludes Fiourens — 

“ La vie des plantes cst un phenomeno bien plus complique, bien plus 
rapprochd de la vie des animaux qu’ on ne Pavoit soupconn^ encore : dies 
oat leur action, leur repos, leur sommcil, leur vcillo, leurs habitudes (car 
ce n’est pas tout do suite, ce n’est qu’au bout d’un certain temps qu'elles 
perdent leurs heurcs ordinaires pour en prendre d’autres) et lorsquo Dolille, 
s’einpressant de celebrer ccs resultats en beaux vers, va jusqu’a dire: 

»* De la crcdule fleur le calico est trompe.** 

Ce language metapheriquedo la pocsie no parait presque plus metaphorique. 
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common interest, and his masterly chapter on this subject 
might, we should think, if properly studied, have removed, 
from the minds of certain German physiologists, the doubts 
they appear at a much morp recent period to have entertained, 
with respect to the source of the carbon existing in plants, 
and also perhaps have induced an illustrious living cboinist of 
that country,* to limit to the naturalists of his own nation the 
strictures, which he seems to consider applicable to the general 
body of those in Europe, for being, as he conceives, so far in ar- 
rear of the actual state of chemical knowledge in this respect. 

Nevertheless he still leaves undecided, what the descrip- 
tion of rays may be which acts most favourably in j)romoting 
vegetation, whether, for instance, the chemical or the lumi- 
nous portion of the spectrum is most efficient ; neither has he 
adduced from De Saussure a sufficient amount of evidence to 
overpower the weight due to the experiments of Mr I^llis, 
which tonded-to throw doubts upon the extent of the purify- 
ing influence attributable to plants. 

I am, therefore, induced to flatter myself, that the rcsear chest 
in which I have myself been subsequently engaged, with a 
view to the more satisfactory elucidation of these two points, 
would not have been regarded by this great botanist as alto- 
gether superfluous. 

Decandolle has also presented us with a very ingenious 
theory with respect to the autumnal coloration of leaves and 
fruits, which he regards as due to an action exerted upon their 
colouring matter, by an acid generated within their tissue, 
when the latter has begun to lose, with its vitality, the power 
of separating carbon from oxygen. J 

He has also laid down a curious law with respect to the 


* See Liebig’s remarks, in his llcport " On Chemistry in its application 
to Agriculture and riiysiology,” 2d English edition, p. 30. 

t See my Taper in the Philosophical Transactions for 1036, On the action 
of Light upon Plants, and of Plants upon the Atmosphcie.*^ 

I The new photographic researches of Sir John ITerschcJ on vcgetfible 
colours promise to lead to a better understanding of this subject. He finds 
leaves to contain two colours, the green destructible by light, the red not, 
lienee, when the activity of the vegetation no longer recruits the green prin- 
ciple, in the same ratio in which it is destroyed ’by the solar inlluence, the 
red predominates, and the sere or withered appearance of the leaf super- 
vencs.— Sec Philosophical Magazine for February 1843. 
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series of tints, which the flowers in each species may be 
brou^lit to assume, founded upon the same chemic«T.l principles, 
and confirmed by observing the degree in which art is capa- 
ble of modifying their natural colour. 

Uoth those theories were suggested in the Flore Fran^aisc 
])ublishe(l in 1805 ; and whilst the former has since been con- 
firmed b} the researches of Macaire, respecting the chromulc 
of the leaf, the latter has been more fully developed by 
8(‘hubler and Funk in a memoir published by them at Tu- 
bingen in 1825. 

One of the ablest chapters in the work, may perhaps be 
considered the one in wliieh he discusses the cause of the di- 
rections >vhi(*li the parts of plants severally affect. 

He has here proceeded upon the sound, but too often ne- 
glected, principle, of declining to call in the aid of the vital 
])rincii)le, for the purpose of explaining phenomena which may 
be refeiTcd to pliysical causes alone. The maxim, Nee Dens 
intorsit,’’ holds good in the natural sciences not less than 
in poetry. 

Thus, instead of vagmdy attributing the tendency of the 
st(‘m to mount upwards, and that of the root to descend, to any 
principle so near akin to instinct or volition, as that of a dis- 
])o:^ition in the one to seek, and iho, other to avoid liglit, as 
some former physiologists had done, l)(‘(*andollc shows, that both 
tliese phenomena would arise out of the difference in the moilo 
(»f growth belonging to those two parts, and out of that in the 
way which certain external agents aff’cct their organization. 

\ur has our author been less successful, in applying tliosti 
principh's of vegetable idiysiology, which he had previously 
laid dow n, to the explanation of the differences which subsist 
betw^oeii the various kinds of parasitical plants, and in cstab- 
li.slnug a elassification of them founded on the above consi- 
derations. 

He has pointed out that those parasites which insert their 
roots into th«i wdody matter of the plant which nourishes 
them, require leaves, because they obtain the sap unelaborated ; 
whilst tliose which are rooted merely into the bark, are desti- 
tute of leaves, because they draw their supply from the de- 
scending sap, which has already undergone the necessary pre- 
paration in the parent tree. 
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The former, such as the misletoe, may live on several diffe- 
rent sorts of trees, because its own leaves enable it to brinj[^ 
about the requisite clian^es in tlie juice which it imbibes ; but 
the latter are generally cojifincd to plants of the same genus, 
or cat most of the same natural family, since they possess no 
organs adapted for modifying the quality of the sap, so as to 
suit it to their own purposes. 

Another question upon which new light appears to have 
been thrown by the writings of M. Decandolle, although many 
probably are not aware of the source from whence their j)re- 
sent notions on this subject have been derived, relates to the 
indefinite duration of the life of a tree, as contrasted with the 
definite term of existence which nature has proscribed to every 
animal. 

The former is destroyed merely by the accidents and dis- 
eases contingent upon the peculiar circumstances under which 
it is placed ;‘the latter, if it were not carried olf prematurely 
by the maladies to whicdi it is exposed, would ncvcrtlndess at 
length perish from old age alone. 

This di.stinction between a plant and an animal, which at 
present may ap])car to follow’^ as a natural consequence from 
the fact, that, agreeably to the views of modern botanists, a 
plant is to be regarded, not as an individual, but as an aggre- 
gate of individuals, each bud being a new being, grafted upon 
the branch from which it issues, was warmly disputed when 
Decandolle first alluded to it in 1805. 

Its universal admission at the present time affords a satis- 
factory proof, that the philosopher who sots out with sound 
principles, and is capable of dcMlucing correct inferences from 
them, may often live to see those very opinions, which, whem 
he first broached them, appeared to others the most paradoxi- 
cal, take such deep root in the public mind, that their paren- 
tage shall bo forgotten by the majority of those who adopt 
them as their own, 

I next proceed to notice tw^o points discussed in these vo- • 
lumes, upon which the conclusions arrived at by our author 
do not meet with such general concurrence amongst physiolo- 
gists. 

I will allude, in the first place, to his opinions with respect 
to the do*sccnding sap, on which subject he adopts tin* views of 
the older botanists, and maintains that noiirisluneiit, in a lajiiid 
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form, flows clown from the summit of every exogenous tree to 
its base, and that the new layers of bark and wood produced 
each year are formed by the pre-existing ones, and nourished 
by the juice which descends. 

If these conclusions can be maintained, they may seem to 
bear him out in dissenting from the theory of M. Petit Thouars 
with respect to the growth of exogenous trees ; but 1 must 
admit that they cannot be allowed to set aside the direct evi- 
dence which the latter botanist has brought together to prove, 
tliat fibres actually descend from the branches in certain endo- 
genous trees, and penetrate between the rind and the old 
wood. 

Are we, then, to suppose the mode of growth in these two 
classes of plants to proceed upon a different principle ? or may 
we reconcile the two apparently conflicting statements, by sup- 
posing fibres to be sent down from the buds, and to constitute 
the rudiments of the young wood and of the young bark, ad- 
mitting at the same time that these fibres require the descend- 
ing sap to supply them with materials for further growth and 
development ? 

Without, indeed, pretending to Jjainsay the arguments alleged 
by Decandollo on the contrary side, I must freely admit, that 
the more recent observations of Mold, with respect to the 
structure of endogenous stems, have attbrded some additional, 
though indirect, confirmation of M. du Petit Thouars’ theory* 
as to the fact that fibres descending from buds, may constitute, 
in endogenous trees, the woody matter of the stem.* 

The reasons on both sides of the question are ably placed 
before us in Ur Lindley’s Introduction to Botany; and a com- 
parison of what is there said with Decandolle’s remarks in his 
Physiologic Vegetale may be recommended to those whose 
disposition leads them to institute experiments on Vegetable 
Physiology, as being well calculated to set before them the 
doubts which still hang over the subject, and the true points 
which remain opeii for investigation. 

Another portion of the volume, from which many may be 
inclined to dissent, is that which relates to the excretory func- 

* Seo ulso tho Kesearches of Gaudichaud, in confirmation of M. Petit 
Tbouars’ theory. Paris, 1041. 
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tion ascribed to the roots, from which our author has deduced 
an explanation of the deterioration which a plant is subject to, 
when sown year after year upon the same ground, as well as 
of the consequent advantages of a due rotation of crops in 
agriculture. 

All, I apprehend, will be disposed to allow his theory on 
this subject to be ingenious and plausible, and to admit that 
he has evinced considerable dexterity and skill in removing 
the objections that lie upon the face of such an hypothesis, 
and in particular in reconciling the permanent existence ot 
forest trees on a particular locality, with the assumed neces- 
sity for a frequent change in the soil from which they draw 
their nourishment. 

I conceive also, that subsequent observations have tended to 
confirm, rather than to invalidate, his fundamental position, 
that the roots are excretory, as well as secretory organs and 
the experiments of Macaire and others seem to place beyond 
doubt the fact, that in plants which contain poisonous juices, 
the excretions are also poisonous. 

It is likewise very probable, that the juices emitted by the 
roots of a plant, may be better adapted for the nourishment 
of certain species than of others ; and that hence each culti- 
vated crop, and perhaps each kind of forest tree, may foster 
its own class of weeds, as well as its own particular parasites. 

But it yet remains to be proved, whether the advantage of 
a frequent interchange of crops be connected in any degree 
with the emission of juices, which are more injurious to the 
plants of the same kind, or of similar conformation, than they 
are to others ; or whether, on the contrary, a different set of 
causes may not serve to account for the result. 

The doubts, which I myself entertained at the time the 
theory was first propounded, have led me to originate a series of 
experiments, which may, 1 hope, tend eventually to throw some 
light upon the question ; and I must confess that these doubts 
have since been much increased by the results* to which the 

• Thus, for instance, in Mr Ilyett’s experiments on tlie absorption of liquid 
solutions by growing timber, which arc detailed in vol. xiv. p. 535 of the 
Transactions of the Highland Society, the neighbouring trees were found 
by him, as I understand, to have been ufTected by the poisonous .matters 
imbibed, undor circumstances, which seem to imply, that they had been ex- 
creted by the roots of the jilants to the tnfnks of which they were applied. 
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latter have rilready led, no less than by the researches of Bra- 
con not and others, wliich have lately been instituted with 
reference to the same ciucstion. 

J must not conclude my remarks on these two treatises, 
whicli, together taken, present us more completely than any 
other work of the kind, a statement of what is known respect- 
ing* the structure and functions of the vegetable kingdom, 
Aviiliout noticing those most useful appendices to either part, 
ill ivhich our author has followed up his delineation of the ex- 
plored rcffions of botany, with a series of acute and searching 
([uestions calculated to j)oiut out to us also the terra incognita 
of the science. 

A few of these may, indeed, have since been answered, but 
the gr(‘atcr number remain still unresolved ; and I know not 
where the young experimentalist can better go, in ox’der to 
learn in what direction his investigations may most profitably 
be carried on, or to what authority the student nKiy more fitly 
appeal, in order to estimate tluj relative degrees of confidence 
that deserve to be jilaced on the statements of physiological 
writers, than to the (pu^stions alluded to, in which, as our au- 
thor informs us, he has laid open to the world all the doubts, 
all the sus 2 )ieions,all the schemes of researcli, which he had har- 
boured in his mind, originally with a \iew merely to his own 
g’uidancc and instruction in the scientilic labours which he 
had proposed to undertake, but which he w’as now compelled, 
fi oin the jiressure of other engagements, to abandon to younger 
men. 

It was previously to the publication of this work, namely, 
in the year 1830, that 1 had the advantage, during a residence 
of many months at (jleneva, of hearing the jn-incipal points of 
theory which are therein embodied set forth in the course of 
lectures which their author annually delivered before the aca- 
demy ; and although his fellow-citizen, who has written a 
brief sketch hi lus life, and writings in the ‘‘ Federal news- 
paper,’* is mistaken in attributing my subsequent success in 
gaining the professorship of b6tany in this university to the 
certificate of capacity for that office which the professor was 
so obliging as to send to me when the vacancy occurred, as, 
in point of fact, the election bad taken place before its arrival ; 
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yet, I must freely own, that but for my stay at Geneva, I might 
never have obtained a sufficient mastery of the subject, to have 
held with any satisfaction to myself the Office I have the hon- 
our to discharge in this Seat of Learning. 

Unacciuainted as I was, until the period of my residence at 
Geneva, with any other than the artificial method of classifi- 
cation, it required the influence of such lectures, and of such 
writings as those of Decandollc, to remove from my mind the 
Iircjudices arising from early association, and to invest the 
science of botany with dignity and importance in my eyes. 

And though I have since attended, with much satisfaction, 
the course delivered in London by Professor Lindley, and liave 
corrected on many points the notions 1 received from Decan- 
dolle by the sTihscquent perusal of the papers of Mirbcl, Ilrown, 
Schleiden, and others ; yet it is but fair to admit, that it was 
at Geneva 1 first began to estimate at their true weight the 
pretensions of botany to be regarded as a science, and not 
merely as an ingenious art for discovering the name of any 
plant that might be put before us. 

I then began to comprehend on what principle a certain 
ac(inaintance with botany wasf inculcated at the academy at 
Geneva as constituting an essential part of a liberal educa- 
tion, perceiving that, like every other brancli of natural know- 
ledge, if prosecuted in a philosophical spirit, and with a con- 
stant reference to first principles, it miglit be capable of serv- 
ing an important purpose in training and disciplining tlie mind 
of the student. 

For the furtherance indeed of this object, the lectures of few 
Professors could have been better adapted than those of the 
individual who forms the subject of my memoir, combining, as 
he did, great powers of generalization, with a most extensive 
acquaintance with facts relating to all branches of natural 
history, and able, from his correct and classical taste, as well 
as from his perfect clearness of understanding, to render the 
most technical portions of the subject interesting,*‘and the ob- 
scurest intelligible. 

For my own part, 1 can only say, that, although by no 
means familiar with the language in which he spoke, I fol- 
lowed, never tlicless, the thread of his discourse, even when 
it related tfo the more intricate points of structural or physio- 
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logical botany, with as much ease, and with as thorough a 
comprehension of its drift and import, as I ever recollect 
doing that of the professors whose instructions conveyed to 
me the greatest amount of information in my own country. 

I recollect Monsieur Decandolle, with what might be con- 
sidered a pardonable piece of vanity in such a case, relating 
to me an anecdote, which illustrated, in a very striking man- 
ner, the estimation in which his style and language was held 
by better judges than a foreigner like myself. 

Amongst his hearers, on one occasion, was the celebrated Do 
Bonstetten, the friend of Madame dc Stacl, at that time nearly 
80, who, though he had evinced at former periods of his life 
some interest in physical phenomena, was, nevertheless, chiefly 
distingiiislied as a man of letters. M. Decandolle observed him 
occasionally taking notes at his lectures with much diligence, 
but this was not at the parts which appeared most worth re- 
membering for the purposes of a botanical student. 

His curiosity was therefore excited, and he w^as tempted 
one day, after the lecture was over, to ask Monsieur de Bon- 
stetten on what principle he ijrocecded in selecting passages 
for particular annotation. “ Oh, don'^t flatter yourself,” said 
his friend in reply, ‘‘ that I am come here, at my time of life, 
to learn botany ; what I am curious about is to observe, how, 
■when you get involved in the mazes of a difficult sentence, you 
manage to disentangle the thread of your discourse, and to 
round off your period.’’ 

But it was not merely the excellence and beauty of Mon- 
sieur Dccandolle’s lectures that rendered Geneva, at the time 
I speak of, an admirable school for acquiring botanical know- 
ledge. 

Ilis extensive herbarium and library were at all times open 
to the student, as well as to the more advanced cultivator of 
this science ; and I can well recollect, that the rooms which 
contained it were the daily rendezvous of a number of indivi- 
duals, Genc^Tse as w,ell as Foreigners, whose names are not 
unknown amongst the cultivators of Natural History. 

Here, besides that accurate practical botanist Monsieur 
Scringe, who acted as curator to Decandollc’s museum, and 
is now Professor of Botany at Lyons, I used to meet Professor 
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Clioisy, who, though principally occupied on the Philosophy of 
the Human Mind, has nevertheless found time to publish seve- 
ral profound memoirs on Ijotanical sulyects ; Vaucher, ■who 
still retained at this late i)eriod of his life an ardour for natu- 
ral history ; Moricand, the author of the Flora Venetiana and 
other memoirs ; and, amongst foreigners, Blith, now Profes- 
sor at Upsala; Wydlcr, distinguished for researches on the 
Impregnation of Plants ; Dr Macreight, now resident in Jer- 
sey. who has since published an excellent Synopsis of British 
Plants ; and others, whom I have not time to enumerate. 

His influence in the city of Geneva was proportionate to the 
zeal he displayed, and to the talents he put forth, in the ad- 
vancement and diffusion of botanical science. To him we owe 
the foundation of the Botanical Garden at Genova, as well as 
of its Museum of Natural History, tw^o institutions which were 
created, mainly, at least, by his influence and exertions ;♦ and in 
botany, so lively and so universal was the interest he inspired, 
that when, on a certain occasion, ho was called upon unexpect- 
edly to return a collection of designs of Mexican plants, of 
which he had obtained the loan, one hundred ladies of the place 
came forward of their own accord, and in ten days completed 
for him copies of no less than 1000 of these drawings, to take 
the place of the originals which he was about to surrender. 

It was in the autumn of the year 1840 that 1 saw, for the 
last time, at Geneva, the subject of this memoir. He was then 
just returned from the Scientific Congress at Tiudn, where he 
had been received wdth all the honours due to his distinguish- 
ed talents, and to his long services in the cause of natural his- 
tory. 

lie appeared to me much broken in constitution, but with 
his mental faculties unimpaired ; and although he spoke, as 
might be expected, with some degree of despondency, as to the 
prospects of his completing the Prodromus, the great object 
of his ambition, he nevertheless dwelt with satisfaction on 


* 11c shewed much address in extracting subscriptions from his fellow- 
citizens for the furtherance of these scientific objects. One of his friends ho 
would persuade to pay for the wood-work of a cabinet, another for the glass, 
wliilst a third would be prevailed upon to stock it with sx>ecimens. 

VOL. XXX*I>. XO, LXVIII. AVRIL 1843. 
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having brought to a close that most formidable portion of it 
which related to the immense family of the Composita:*, and on 
the assistance he should derive in the subsequent parts from 
the monographs already drawn up* of several of the more im- 
portant natural families which would come before him, as 
from that of the Labiate by Mr Bcntham. 

His death, which took place in September of the following 
year, has indeed frustrated these hopes Jind aspirations ; but 
the public may doubtless look to the completion of this most 
useful undertaking under the auspices of the same Name which 
figures at its commencement ; as his son, who has succeeded 
him in his professorship at (jcncva, and who is already distin- 
guished by his Memoir on the Campanulaceac, and by other 
writings, will, I trust, bring to a successful termination a work 
in which tlie reputation of his illustrious parent is so deeply 
involved. 

This, however, is a point, upon wliicli it do6s not become 
one who, like myself, have, since the year 1830, known Mon- 
sieur Decandolle only through his writings, to affect to speak 
with authority ; and, for the same reason, 1 shall forljcar to 
dwell upon liis private worth', or on his public services, as 
member of the Legislative Body, and as Jteclor of the Aca- 
demy of Geneva, confident that justice will be hereafter 
done to these his deserts, by persons who had more opportu- 
nities fully to appreciate such points in his character. 


Observations on Subterranean Temperature in the Mines of 
Cornwall and Devon, By W. J, Henwood, C.E., F.Ii.S., 
F.G.S., &c. &c. &c.* 

My geological survey of the mines in the Duchy of Corn- 
wall afforded many opportunities for observations on subter- 
ranean temperature, of which I always availed myself. 

After mofet careful consideration of the subject, and consul- 


* From the Transactions of the Royal Geological Society of Cornwa] 
vol. y.,at present in the press. 
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tation with others who have also been engaged in this inquiry, 
it has been thought best to confine the observations, as much 
as possible, to the temperature of the streams of water imme- 
diately issuing from the uubroken portions of the rocks and 
veins. 

The reasons for this preference are : — That the temperature 
of the air in mines is affected, not only by the presence of the 
workmen, the combustion of candles, and the explosion of gun- 
powder, but also by the warm or cold air which is brought to 
tlie same spot, by the varying directions of the currents under- 
ground, which are more or less influenced by the changes of 
wind at the surface ; — that the rocks^ forming the sides of the 
shafts and levels, must, to a certain extent, partake of the 
temperature of the air circulating through them, and, of 
course, be affected by its changes — and, that the water 
flowing through, or standing in pools, in the levels, is exposed 
to the same modifying causes, and probably, also, warmed by 
the workmen who frecpiently stand in it. 

As all these causes operate irregularly, it is difficult, if not 
altogether impossible, to select any distant periods at which 
their influence should be the saine. The present observations 
Avere therefore made on the water as it issued from the un- 
broken rock, before the streams could be aftected by the tem- 
perature of the levels ; and they were, for the most part, in- 
stituted where frequent excavations scarcely permit even the 
apertures to partalvc of that influence, whilst the more deeply 
seated portions of their channels are perfectly free from it. 

The following table presents a comparison of the tempera- 
tures prevailing at nearly similar depths, in the different dis- 


^ '' During liis observations on the hourly variations of the magnet, Keich 
had an opijortunity of observing the rapidity with which the air operates 
upon tlic rock even at a distance of 40 inches. The air in the mine showed 
48'’.G with but slight variations, and a thermometer sunk into the rock 48°.64 ; 
but when, after 44 hours* observation of the magnet, the temperature of the 
air had been raised by the presence of the observers, and their two candles, 
to 40°.7, the tlierniometer in the rock, which was subject to no change of 
air whatsoever, was found to have risen to 48®.7l, 48'* .73. This destroyed 
all hope of obtaining the temperature of the rock, quite free from the influ- 
ence of the air, by sinking thermometers oven 40 inches deep into the h)dc.’* 
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tricts in whicli the mines of Cornwall and Devon seem natur- 
ally grouped : — 



* From single observations only. 
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TABLE II. 

i 

Mean Temperattire at nearly equal depths in the granite and slate rocks. 



Granite. 

Slate. 

Deptus. 

Depth 

fathoms. 

Temp. 

Depth 

fathoms. 

Temp. 

Surface to 50 fathoms 

2o* 




50 to 100 

71- 

ST'-GS 

73- 

Cl”9 

i00...150 

132- 

65''0 

125* 

68°-U 

150 ...2‘X) 

IGI- 

G . V ‘ 7 * 

174- 

79'’-17 

200 fathDinsandbe3’oii(l 

240- 

76°15 

241- 

S9’-4 

Means 

94- 1 

! 

60‘’*35 

116- 

G8''-89 

1 * From five observations only. 


TABLE III. 


Mean Temperatures of the rocksy cross-veins^ and lodes, at nearly equal depths. 



Rocks. 

Cro^s-vciii$, 

Lodes* 

Depths. 

Depth 

fins. 

Temp. 

Depth. 

fm.s. 

Temp. 

Depth 

fins. 

Temp. 

Surface to 50 fathoms, ... 

30- 

5;3"'52 

31* 

5;r76 

29- 

54’-83 

SOtolOO 

70- 

(30^-2 

76’ 

Gr-2 

71- 

59''-87 

100 ...150 

134- 


115- 


ise- 

66"*88 

150 ...200 



163- 

74''-4 

161- 

72'’'41 

200 fathoms and bo^'ond, 

235- 

87^9 

220- 

ss’-Tr)* 

246- 

88"-57 

Means, 

m- 

67°-35 

99- 

j 64°-8J 

111- 

1 (i6'’-04 

1 


From only twoobden.ition'S. 

* 
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TABLE IV. 

Mtah Temperatures^ at nearly equal depthSf in the lodes which contain ores of 
different metals. 


Depths. 

Till lodes. 

Lodes yielding both 
tin & copper ores. 

Copper lodes. 

Depth 

fins. 

Temp. 

Depth 

fins. 

Temp. 

Dejith 

fms. 

Temp. 

Surface to 50 fathoms, . . . 

27- 

53"14 

. 33- 

55"0G 

32- 

66 *9 

50 to 100 

71- 

59'’-15 

72* 

Gl'lG 

171- 

61"-8 

100. ..150 

120- 

65"-92 

124- 

06-09 

127- 

68'’-39 

150. ..200 

00 

(>P-81» 

171- 

sr-75t 

172- 

78"-33 

200 fathoms and beyond. 

230- 

7P-3 

— 

” 

244- 

KO’U 

Means, 

92- 

G0‘’G9 

74* 

61* -45 

140- 

72"-3f) 

* From tlirce obso'vations only. 

t From four obscriations. 



The following table (viz. Table V.) indicates the respective 
ratios of increase in temperature, expressed in fathoms of de- 
scent rc(iuisite to produce an elevation of one degree. The 
columns 2 and 3 arc formed from Table 1 1. ; 4, 5, and 6, from 
Table III. ; 7, 8, and 9, from Table IV. ; and the last is the 
arithmetical mean of all the others. The eight columns are 
therefore deduced from the same facts, grouped in tliree dif- 
ferent ways ; it may therefore be anticipated that there will be 
considerable resemblance — between some of them, at least. 

The temperature of the air at Plymouth and Penzance, 
which are near the eastern and western limits of the mining 
districts of Devon and Cornwall, has been very accurately * 
determined ; and the observations made at several interme- 
diate spots-|“ may, perhaps, be equally relied on. 

But this temperature, though affecting the rock to the depth 


* The meanjiemperature of Plymouth is stated, by Mr Harris, at 52“.081 ; 
Keports of the Britifch Association, vii. p. 24 : that of Penzance, at ri2"’.0, by 
Mr Giddy, Phil. Mag. and Annals, iii. p. 182. 

t Observations on the Temperature of Truro are recorded in the Reports 
of the Royal Institution of Coniwall ; and of Falmouth, in the Reports of 
the Royal Cornwall Polytechnic JSociety. 
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of several feet,* cannot extend its influence very far; and, 
consequently, the observations made upon it will not, perhaps, 
avail much in the present inquiry. 

No experiments have been made in Cornwall to determine 
at what depths, in different soils and rocks, at various periods 
of tlie year, the effects of atmospheric temperature cease, and 
those of subterranean heat commence. 

Mr 1{. W, Fox’s observationst on the temperature at the 
depth of a few feet, are the only ones here with which 1 am 
acquainted ; and, because in many of the wells and shallower 
parts of the mines which I have examined, I have obtained 
the same average, viz. about 50 degrees, I concur with himt 
in thinking that we may begin our computations at that tem- 
perature ; and I have, accordingly, taken it as my point of de- 
parture. 


* l’roros.soi’ Forbes, from observations made in the noighbourliood of 
Edinburgh, states, ou the average of throe years’ experiment, that the effects 
of atmosplieric temperature will become iusen.sible at the folloAving depths, 
in different substanees : - 

'I’rap-roek,. 55.5 feet. 

Said, 05-8 ... 

Sandstone, UG.l ... 

lit'inn ld of the l>rli. (1840), p, 435. 

At r.iris the effects of atmospheric temperature ceased at 25 feet; whilst 
in various Prussian mining cstablishinents it was found to extend to depths 
V{ir}iiig from 27 to 83 feet. 

Professor Bisclmf, Ed'u. w V/iiL Jour, xxiii. (1837), p. 341. 

t The bulbs of the thermometers were sunk to a deptli of three feet below 
the surface, ami the mean annual temperatures observed were,— 

At Wheal Gorland (granite) 

... Dolcoatli (slate) 40'’ .94 


... Falmouth (slate) 5l)^G7 

Mean, 49^86 


Mr It. W. Fox, Corn, Cco, Tratis.y iii. p. 328. 


Corn. Geo. Tr.ms., iii p. 326, and Reports of Brit. As. (1040). p. 310. 
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TABLE V. 


Deftos. 

Granite. 

Slate. 

Rocks. 

veins. 

luOffti. 

Tin 

lodes. 

Lodes 
yielding 
both tin 
& copper 
ore. 

CoppiM 

lodes. 

Means. 


Fms. 

Fms. 

Fms. 

Fms. 

Fms. 

Fms. 

Fms. 

Fms. 

Fins. 

Surface to 50 










tms 

9-3 

5-0 

5*8 

8*2 

60 

8-6 

6-5 

46 

6-8 

50 to 100 fms, 

91 

71 

8-1 

60 

8*3 

7-3 

6*4 

8-5 

7-6 

100... 150 ... 

8-3 

8-3 

6-7 

not 

7-8 

8-5 

10-5 

8-0 

8-7 

150 ...200 ... 

— « 

4*4 

37 

4-9 

6-3 

+ 

♦ 

30§ 

45 

4-5 

200 fms. and 










beyond, ... 

7*5 

6-5 

9-5 

39t 

5-2 

51 

— 

6-6 

64 

Means, 

8*5 

6-2 

0-7 

6*8 

6-7 

7-3 

6*6 


6-8 


* Flic observations only, t From only three observations, 

f- From til o observations only. § From four ubseriations. 


(1.) As the mining districts vary considerably in tlieir geo- 
logical characters, it might have been expected that the tem- 
peratures at equal depths would not exactly coincide in all. 
Of this inequality, which is very conspicuous in Table I., 
it is not easy, and perhaps rot possible, to give a satis- 
factory explanation. As the situations of the mines differ 
very much in their elevations, in very few instances do equal 
depths below the surface hold the same positions with regard 
to the sea-level. This is probably one cause of the observed 
irregularities in temperature ; but it will presently be seen 
that there are others, which depend on the geological charac- 
ters of the rocks and veins. 

Table I. shews that the subterranean isothermal lines are 
not exactly parallel to the configuration of the surface ;* al- 
though, in many instances, there is a sort of distant resem- 
blance in their outline. 


* A chthonisothcrmal line of any temperature, wJiich was under a small 
district parallel to the surface, cannot continue its course under a neigh- 
bouring mountain, either parallel to the external configuration of the moun- 
tain, or in the continuation of its former direction, but must curve uinvards.’’ 
Professor Bischof, Jameson’s Edin. Nmv Phil, Journ,, xxiv. (1838), p. 146. 
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A detailed table, which I have prepared, presents many 
examples of different temperatures at equal depths ; not only 
in the same mines, but even in various parts of the streams of 
water flowing out of the very same crevices and apertures, with- 
in a few feet, or even inclies, of each other. It need, there- 
fore, excite no surprise that there is not a perfect uniformity 
in the temperatures of tracts miles distant from each other. 

(2) . No attempt to determine the difference between the 
mean temperature of the granite and slate, at various depths, 
was made before this inquiry had been considerably ad- 
vanced;* * * § altliough the fact had been alluded to,t and had 
been, from time immemorial, known to practical miners.^ 

This dittercnce is exhibited in Table II., and is far more 
conspicuous in the deeper than in the shallower levels. 

The granitic rocks may be more exposed to the cooling 
influences of descending streams, as their structure permits 
the percolation of water more readily than that of the slate- 
series. 

(3) . The general impression has been, that the temperature 
of the rocks is lower than that of the veins :§ the results of 
my inquiries, however, conclusively demonstrate, that, at all 
depths, the rocks are warmer than the lodes^ and the lodes 
than the cross-veins. (Table III.) 

It is w ell known to miners that the largest streams of water 
flow through the cross-veins ;\\ smaller ones through the lodes ; 


* My own Papers, Thomson's Itccords of General Science, iv. (10.36), 
p. 198 ; Reports of the British Association, vi. (1837), p. 36. 

t Mr R. W. Fox, Annals of Philosophy, iv. (1022), p. 447; Phil. Mag. 
and Annals, ix. (1031), p. 98. 

t ** From observations carried on in various mining establishments in tho 
Prussian dominions, M. Von Dochen finds that tho increase of temperature 
is, in general, much more rapid in coal than in metalliferous mines.” Pro- 
fessor Bischof, ICdln. N*^w Phil. Jonrn., xxiv. (1838), ji. 141. 

§ Mr R. W. Fox, Corn. Geo. Trans., ii. p. 21 ; Report of tlie Royal Corn. 
Polytech. fc>oc. (1836), p. 107; Hr Forbes, Corn. Geo. Trans#, ii. i3. 217; my 
own Summary of Experiments made in Cornwall (by other observers), Edin. 
Jour, of Science, x. o. s. (1829), p. 241. 

11 As a general fact, the cross-veins traverse tlic lodes; and thus, by falling 
in contact with and separating all of them, become the main subterranean 
aqueducts or channels for tho circulation of water. 
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whilst but little issues from the rocks, whether granitic or 
slaty. It is an equally recognised fact, that a considerable 
portion of the water pumped out of our mines has been rain- 
water, which must have entered the ground at a temperature 
nearly the same as that of the atmosphere ; consequently, 
much lower than that prevailing at even comparatively small 
depths in the mines. 

It therefore is obvious, that, as the cross-veins receive the 
largest quantity of this cold water, they will be most affected 
by its cooling inlliicnce whilst, as the rocks absorb the 
smallest proportion of it, they Avill therefore suffer the least 
depression of temperature. 

That this is one cause of the observed difference can admit 
of no doubt ; Avhether it is the only one, is foreign to this 
impiiry. 

It may be true that the ascent of vapour, which would tend 
to raise their temperature, t is facilitated by the more porous 


At 204 dcH‘p, in Mr Pcmbortoii’s Colliery, at Monk-Wear- 

iiioiitli, IVofessor riiilUps tliat, as bubbles of gns rose through the 

A\ atu', its tcnipcTfituiv fluctuated; in olio case, from C9®*1 to Cl) *7, :nul iu 
another, from 71 ‘C to 72® (i. Lond. .'md Edin. Phil. Mag., v. (1834), p. 449. 

At 230 fathoms dec*]), in lh,lc»,(ilh, Mr H. W. Eox ])laood a long thermo- 
meter in the copper huh ; and, unhjss overflowed by water, it Cor in.iny 
jijontlis indicated a temperature varying only from 75” U to 7o 'C. (Jornwall 
'I'rans., ii. p. 27. 

Put in nietj^llderous districts, the constancy of the temperature of water 
issMi’iiig- from the same spot, at distant i)eriods, must depend on the siihter- 
raiiean works remaining unaltered; for, if the deeper levels are untouched, 
and the shallower ones .are extended, the warm water from below will rise 
as before, whilst the cold from above will be intercepted, and tlius the tein- 
peiatuie of that flowing from intermediate spots will rise. If, on the other 
hand, tlie shaf ts are doeiJcned and levels beneath, whilst the shallower 
ones are unwrouglit, the former will intercept tlic warm winter and prevent 
its rising, and the cold w.ater from above still flowing as before, the tem- 
perature of intermediate stations will decline. 

Such, in fact, is the case ntEasl )Vheul C<v)/^y, where the temperatures at 
two difleront spots, within two years, dimini slied— the one 3®-0 to 7°'25, and 
the other 7‘’'9,- both parts o*f the mine Laving in the interval been deepened 
31) fathoms. 

Whatever cause may increase the water from above, must lower the tem- 
perature ; whilst any addition to that from below must elevate it. 
t Mif R. W. Eox, Corn. (leo. Trans., ii. p. 16 . 
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nature of the veins ; but, on the otlier hand, it must not be 
forgotten, that this porous structure also affords a readier 
passage for the descending water. 

(4) . The working miners of Cornwall have long known that 
the lodes containing tin-ores are, at ecjual depths, colder than 
those in which copper-ores occur. This has been noticed by 
Mr M. P. Moyle but no attempt has, until now, been made 
to determine the exact difference between them. 

Table IV. clearly proves the truth of this popular opinion ; 
and indicates that the Implodes possess the lowest tempera- 
ture, t and copper-lodes the highest ; whilst the lodes in which 
the ores of both metals are mixed hold, in this respect, an 
intermediate position. 

(5) . The general fact of a progressive elevation of tem- 
perature as we penetrate farther into the crust of the earth, 
naturally leads us to inquire the ratio of its incr(‘ase. 

The manner in which Table V. is constructed has been 
already described ; and as the ratios presented by the different 
varieties of rocks and veins arc there exhibited ttonncctedly 
and at one view, it is needless to dilate on them. 

From the surface to 150 fathoms deep, the rise of tempera- 
ture, for equal increments of depth, seems to bo in a dimi- 
nishing ratio, — a fact previously known. J But deeper obser- 
vations disclose the curious, and, as it would seem, almost 
anomalous circumstance, that at more than 150 fathoms deep, 
the progression again becomes more rapid ; and that tlie ratio 
at about 150 fathoms in depth is at a minimum, and increases, 
both at greater and smaller depths. 

IVhether further expcriineiits may confirm or disprove the 
generality of this fact, I do not pretend even to conjecture ; 


* I^Ir K. W. Fox, Corn. Geo. Trans., ii. p. 414. 

t Tlio same general fact is also known in Goruiany ; for Professor Bis- 
cbof says,— ‘‘ Tho tin-mines of Sauberg at Ehjenfriederstiurf show a re- 
markably low temperature: indeed, it is a prevailing oiniiion there, that 
stanniferous mountains are colder than others. . . . Tl/c low tempera- 

ture of Iloinrichssohle, in the Altenberg district in the Erzgebirge, was also 
ascribablo to tlie rocks of tin-stone.” Kdin, New Phil.Jourml, xxiv. (1838), 
p. 140. 

t Mr R. W. Fox, Reports of the British Association (1840), p. 315. 
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but I must remark, that the number of observations I have 
made at more than 150 fathoms deep is very considerable. 

The various ramifications of the great adit in the Gwennap 
mining district, have an aggregate extent of between thirty 
and forty miles. It drains a tract of about 5550 acres in area, 
and discharges nearly 1500 cubic feet of water per minute. 
Rather less than one-third of this stream is collected at the 
adit level, whilst the remainder is pumped up from a mean 
depth of about 190 fathoms. Its temperature varies between 
60^*5 and GS^^’O, and is, on an average, more than 12° above 
the mean of the climate. 

Tlic subject of subterranean temperature attracted atten- 
tion in France and Germany long before it did so in this 
country.* Though 1 have made some progress in a compa- 
rison of the results there observed with those obtained here 
(and such an inquiry would embrace many points of interest), 
1 must defer its completion until a more convenient opportu- 
nity ; as, in this communication, I have purposely confined 
myself to my own observations in Devon and Cornwall. 

4 Clauenok Stueft, Penzance, 

16M Janunnj 1043, 


Sufmnarj/ of Results on the Fossil Animals of the Chalk For- 
mation, still found in a living state. By Professor Eiirex- 
BEiiG of Berlin.t 

It should be the endeavour of one who has collected new 
fiicts not merely to bring them accurately and clearly under 


^ M. Daubuisson, dcs Mines do Froil)ci-g, i. p. 258 ; ibid. iii. pp. 151-186- 
‘2()0 ; M. de Trcbra, Annnlcs dos Mines, i. (1816), p. 377 ; ibid. iii. (1818, obscr- 
vsitions made 18 )5-7), p. 59 ; M. Ilasscnfratz, ibid. i. p. 378 ; M. Lo Baron 
Cordicr, 8ur \v. Tomporaturo de I’intcricur de la Terre, Mcinoircs de TAca- 
deinio dcs S..k‘in*cs, vii. (1827); M. J. Levallois, Annalcs dos Mines, iii. 
(1833), p. 629 ; M. Rcicli, Bcobaclitungcn uebordio Teinperatur dcs Gcstcins 
in versohiodenon Tiefon in don Griibcn des Sachsisclien Krzgebirges in den 
Jahren 1830 bis 1332 ; I’rof. J3ischof, Kdin. New Phil. Journal, xxiii. (1837), 
p. 330 ; ibid. xxiv. (1838), pp. 132-252. 

t Extracted from page 160, 161, 162, 163, 164, of a memoir in the Berlin 
Memoirs for 1839 ; but read before the Academy on the 17th and Slst of Oc- 
tober, and 16th February 1840. Trftnslated for and inserted in No. XI. of 
Taylor's ‘{Seientilic Memoirs. 
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of th* C'halk Formation, 

view, and to compare them according to his own idea of them 
with the existing state of science, but also to elucidate the 
conclusions which directly and necessarily result from them. 
This additional task is generally very difficult, sometimes lead- 
ing to the discovery that what had been supposed now was 
not so, or not of sufficient importance for such an extended 
investigation ; sometimes rendering a fresh and more pro- 
found examination requisite, or misleading to an evident ex- 
aggeration of the facts discovered, and to conclusions which 
they do not justify, and is therefore very frequently avoided 
from motives of fear or convenience. To leave this to others 
lightens indeed the labour of the task ; but this alleviation, 
at the same time, lessens the value of isolated observations, 
and throws a doubt upon the care employed in making the 
comparison. 

Along with the general view of the facts advanced, I have 
also aimed 'at forming comparisons and conclusions, not in 
order to veil any erroneous view of the facts, but to render it 
the more conspicuous where it had gained ground ; and, on the 
other hand, to render the truth discovered more striking, and 
thus to awaken a more general and active interest for this 
kind of inquiry, I shall only draw such conclusions as are 
most obvious, since the further we depart from actual observa- 
tion, the more we deviate into the field of uncertain specula- 
tion, which, when constructive, instead of being completive 
nearly, becomes the very opposite of philosophical inquiry, 
and is just as feasible for anybody as for the philosopher him- 
self. I would desire, that my conclusions should always be 
less rather than more than the observations might warrant 
m e to draw. 

1. There are numerous animals of the chalk formation 

which are still found living, and precisely such as do not, 
either from great variation of form within generic limits, or 
from the simplicity of their exterior, leave any uncertainty in 
determining their specific difference. • ^ 

2. Of the animal forms which constitute the greater mass 
of the white chalk, those which ijrcponderate in number of 
individuals are identical with livhig species ; and hitherto all 
the principal species which form the rocks, have been observed 
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alive even in the short time during wliich the inquiry has 
been proceeding. 

3. The principal number of species, and the great mass of 
individuals of these recent forms, are microscopic infusoria 
with siUccous shells, and Polythalamia with calcareous shells, 
scarcely or not at all perceptible to the naked eye, which 
nevertheless form so incalculably great a volume of the solid 
portion of the cartli, that the few species asserted to be still 
living, from other groups of animals of higher organization, 
even if they were all decidedly identical, bear not the slightest 
comparison with the number and mass. 

4. The microscopic organisms are, it is true, far inferior 
in individual energy to lions and elephants; but in their 
united influences they appear far more important than all 
those animals. 

5. The fifty-seven recent species of the chalk in Europe, 
Africa, and Asia, do not live solely or principal!}* in southern 
latitudes, as has been shewn with respect to the recent larger 
forms of tlie so-called Eocene formation, but have been ob- 
served living both in those and in northern latitudes. These 
recent species are not i*aro nor isolated, but fill, in incalculable 
numbers, tlie seas of northern bhirope, and are not wanting on 
the tropical coasts of the American ocean. 

G. The idea that tlie temperature and constitution of 
the atmostdierc and oceans were essentially different at the 
}jeriod of the clialk formation, and adverse to the organized 
beings at pro? cut existing, naturally acquired more probability 
and weight, the more decidedly different all the creatures of 
that period were from those of the present time ; but loses 
more and more in importance the less the chalk proves to be 
a chemical precipitate, and the more numerous the forms 
agreeing w ith those of the present day become by renewed 
inquiry. Nay, there is not the least doubt that the perfectly 
ascertained identity of a single species of the present day 
with one of tthose of the chalk, renders doubtful the neces- 
sary transformation of all the others subsequently to the 
formation of the chalk rocks ; how much more so when 
these arc numerous, and sueb as form masses ! The size ap- 
pears to be of no importance, as the small organisms have 
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already been shewn to agree with the large, with regard to 
the effect of external influences upon them. 

7. The period of the dawn of the organic creation co-ex- 
istent with ourselves, cam only be admitted as being anterior 
to, and below, the chalk formation, if indeed, which is ques- 
tionable, such a distinction can be made ; or the chalk, with 
its rocks, covering far and high the superficies of the earth, 
forms part of the series of recent formations, and some of the 
four as yet well established great geological periods of the 
earth’s formation, the (piaternary, tertiary, and secondary for- 
mations, contain recent organisms, it is, as three to one, more 
probable that the transition or primary formation is not dif- 
ferently circumstanced ; but tliat, from the gradual longer 
chemical decomposition and change of many of its organic 
relations, it is more difficult to examine and determine. 

Faludina vivipara and Cijclas cornea of the Weald clay, 
and the receht Trochus below the chalk, according to De- 
fraiicc, as well as the confirmation of the occurrence of Terc- 
brat ala caput Serpentis in the upper Jura formation, by Von 
]3uch, together with my observations of microscopic, yet, 
nevertheless, peculiar Polythalamia in the flints of the Jura, 
are additional positive indications of the inconceivable ex- 
tent of similar organic relations, the further investigation of 
which is one of the important questions to be determined in 
the present age. 

8. It cannot be denied that the notion liitherto frequently 
asserted, that all recent organisms, including man, are the 
descendants and perfected stages of metamorphoses of trilo- 
bites and ferns, has something in it opposed to sound sense ; 
when, tlicrefore, the direct inquiry leads powerfully to a dif- 
ferent point of view, it has much in its favour, even though it 
1)0 reserved to a future period, to explain the vast connection 
of the phenomena. 

9. Since now, Polythalamia, and other forms identical with 
chalk animals, exist, which are not endawed witli* spontaneous 
division, this faculty of the Infusoria, and their general nature, 
are not the sole causes to which the indefinite duration of the 
species is owing. 
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10. In consequence of the mass-building Infusoria and 
Polythalamia, the secondary formations can now no longer be 
distinguished from the tertiary ; and in accordance with what 
has been above stated, masses of rack might be formed even 
at the present time in the ocean, and be raised by volcanic 
power above the surface, the great mass of which would, as 
to its constituents, perfectly resemble the chalk. Thus, then, 
the chalk remains still to be distinguished by its organic con- 
tents as a geological formation, but no longer as a species of 
rock. 

11. The power so conspicuous in the organic beings under 
consideration is, according to experience, so immensely great, 
even in its influence on the inorganic, that, with the concur- 
rence of favourable circumstances, they alone might give rise 
to the greatest changes in the distribution of the solid land of 
the earth in the shortest .space of time, especially in the 
water ; and the ascertainable extent of such influences, how- 
ever great, remains constantly small in comparison to those 
that are possible, consequently do not give, by their magni- 
tude, any certain measure of periods of time. 

12. The correctness of the above expositions is not founded 
on individual opinion, formed from hasty inspections of trifling 
objects ; but the microscopic objects on which the opinions are 
based (though fading from our notice as individuals, yet, by 
their number, forming mountains and countries), are acces- 
sible to any comparison in distinct preparations, made accord- 
ing to the methods already described; and almost all the 
forms here mentioned, especially all the more important ones, 
have been carefully preserved by me, and laid before the 
Academy. 

13. Thus then^ there is a chaiHy which^ though in the indivi- 
dual it be microscopic, yet in the mass a mighty one, connect- 
ing the organic life of distant ages of the earth, and proving 
that it is not always the smaller, or most deeply lying, which is 
the base and *^the type of those which are larger and nearer the 
surface on our earth ; and, moreover, that the dawn of' organic 
nature, co-existent uith us, reaches farther back into the history 
of the earth than had hitherto appeared. 
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Onamethod ofHegiatering the Forceactuattg transwutted through 
a Driving-Belt. By Edwamj Sang, Esq., F.R.SS.A., Pro- 
fessor of Civil Engineering, College, Manchester. Com- 
municated by the Royal Scottish Society of Arts.* 

It is a desideratum to have the means of ascertaining how 
much force is actually consumed in the working of a machine. 
Whenever the motion is communicated by the intervention of 
a belt or band, this can bo very easily accomplished. 

When we see a belt passed over two pulleys, and look with- 
out any narrow examination at the motion, we regard the ac- 
tion as a very simple one ; there is more in it, however, than 
appears at first sight. For the sake of clearness, let us call 
the driving-pulley the drum,and the other the pulley. The belt 
passed over them, whether plain or crossed, has two free parts, 
one of which draws and the other of which follotvs. If it were 
possible that no force were needed to turn the pulley, these 
two free parts would be in the same state of tension ; but 
whenever any resistance is ma^c to the motion of the pulley, 
the drawing part is distended more, and the following part less, 
than usual ; and experiments show, that, within all practical 
limits, this change is exactly proportional to the pressure ne- 
cessary-^for overcoming the resistance. 

As the movement proceeds, the distended part of the belt 
is lapped over the drum, and, so to speak, the contracted part 
is lapped over the pulley, so that the circumference of the 
drum moves more swiftly than that of the pulley ; tlius, if the 
distension be 1 in 100, for 100 inches of the drum there would 
only be 99 inches of the pulley passed over. 

The difference between the velocity of the drum and that 
of the pulley thus indicates the pressure needed to carry the 
drum round. Now, this pressure, combined with the distance 
through which it acts, gives the force used ; and hence, the 
simple difference between the distances passed *qvcr by the 
circumference of the drum and by that of the pulley is exactly 


* Bead before tlie Boyal Scottish Socfbty of Arts 9th January 1843. 
VOt. Xl^iv. NO. I.XVKI.— -APBII. 1843. s 



proportional to the force ; and wo have onj|y to contrive some 
method of registering this difference, in order to have a record 
of the total force transmitted the belt. 

There may easily be contrived a variety of arrangements for 
shewing the difference between tBe motions of the drum and 
pulley. Thus a pair of indicators may be fitted, one to each 
shafts so as to tell the total number of turns made by each ; 
from this number, by help of the measured diameter, the dis- 
tance passed over by each circumference can be found, and 
thus the element for knowing the force transmitted can be 
had. 

Or otherwise, and this perhaps is the most convenient ar- 
rangement, a light pulley, having its circumference one foot, 
may be brought to bear against the belt on the drum, and 
another against the belt on the pulley ; if these light pulleys 
have counting geer attached, a simple reading off and subtrac- 
tion will give the difference of distance. 

Having now ascertained the difference between the motions 
of the drum and pulley, it remains to ascertain by what this 
must be multiplied, in order to give the force. It is not my 
object, at present, to enter into the theory of the matter — al- 
though this theory presents several points of considerable in- 
terest — but to give a practical application of the principle. In 
order to find out the force duo to a single foot of difference, 
we have to run the pulley unburdened for a considerable time, 
taking notice of the difference of motion, and then loading the 
shaft by means of a spring friction-strap with two arras, re- 
peat the observation over as many strokes of the engine or 
turns of the drum ; in this way we shall have a new difference, 
and subtracting the one from the other, wo shall have what 
is due to the force as shewn by the friction- strap. 

When the multiplier for one belt has been ascertained, that 
for any other belt may be approximately computed, if it be of 
the same material, by having regard to the relative weights of 
a foot of each ; so that a pair of accurately constructed coun- 
ters form a portable 'apparatus, by means of which the force 
transmitted by any belt may at once be ascertained, the weight, 
length, and material of thi^t belt being known. 

Uakcbbbter, 1842. 
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On the English Are of the Meridian. By William Galbraith, 
Esq., M.A., Vice-President of the Royal Scottish Society of 
Arts, F.R.A.S., &c* Communicated by the Royal Scot- 
tish Society of Arts. 

The paper which I now lay before this Society is one relative to a very 
important branch of science, whatever may be its own merits. The Eng- 
lish arc of the meridian, betweeen Dunnose in the Isle of Wight, and 
Clifton on the southern borders of Yorkshire, extends through a tract of 
country of about 200 miles, and has created considerable discussion in fo- 
reign journals, as well as in those of this country. Tho notion of errors 
having been committed in the original zenith-sector observations to de- 
termine the length of the celestial arc corresponding to that measured on 
the earth’s surface, is now generally exploded ; since instances of much 
greater differences between the observed and geodetic latitudes have oc- 
curred in many extensive similar operations on the Continent. 

M. Bessel has indeed discovered that there has been a very considerr 
able error committed in the original reduction of the observations made 
on the star Capella, amounting to about 18 ' ; but, as this error was simi- 
larly applied to the observations at both the north and south ends of the 
arc, it produced little effect on tho intercepted arc,— the only result then 
deduced. 

M. Bessel has, however, determined the latitude of Dunnose carefully 
from the zenith-sector observations, and, in this case, he could not avoid 
detecting this grave error, since it would have produced an equal effect 
on the observed latitude. 

The original bases from which the sides of the triangles are determined, 
wore not measured in the imperial standard, and therefore all the dis- 
tances given in the Survey require to be reduced to it. M. Bessel has 
made this reduction correctly according to Kater’s experiments ; Ify.t he 
has not recomputed the triangulation. He took merely the final result 
as it stood In the survey. This part of the operation forms the subject of tho 
present paper, and it is hoped that the results (not differing greatly from 
Bessel’s) of my enquiries arc stated in such moderate and candid language 
that no offence can, by any possibility, be reasonably given to any gen- 
tleman cither formerly or now connected with this great national work, 
so highly beneficial to the interests, and, on the whole, creditable to the 
science of thccountry. 

These operations have been, and still continue to be, of great service 
to practical science, as well as to the useful arts. In many instances, the 
Ordnance Survey in this country has been of great importance in the se- 
lection of lines of railways, canals, and roads. On the Continent, tho 

- ■ — ■■ , ■ ■ — ■ ■ ' 

* Bead before tho Boyal Scottish Society of Arts, 13th Febmaiy 1648. 
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rriilway from Paris to Lille, with tlie branches to Valenciennes, Dunkirk, 
Calais, and Boulogne, derived great advantages from the new Survey of 
France, both with regard to economy in time and diminution of expense. 
The Marine Surveys arc also of immense benefit for the purpose of en- 
abling our vessels to navigate the ocean iij safety, and also to facilitate 
the selection of the proper points for the erection of piers and harbours, 
cither by the nation or by patriotic individuals, — a noble example of 
which has been set by his Grace the Duke of Buccleuch and Mr Gla^ 
stone in the erection of the piers at Granjton and Burntisland. It is much 
to be regretted that our Trigonometrical Survey has proceeded so ^owly. 
The English Trigonometrical Survey commenced in earnest in 1791, the 
French Description Geometrique dc la France, similar to ours, after the 
])cace of 1816, and, considering their relative progress, the latter, though 
begun a quarter of a century after the former, it appears probable will be 
finished before it.^ 

William Galbraith. 

61 SocTH Bill DOE, Novemher 1842. 

In tho Astronomischc Nachrichten, conducted by Professor 
Schumacher of Altona, there are several papers by M. Bessel, 
the justly celebrated astronomer of Konigsberg, relative to tho 
figure and magnitude of the earth. In this new determination, M. 
Bessel has thought proper to reduce almost all the astronomical 
observations afresh, and to introduce every necessary correc- 
tion relative to the true places of the stars, the instruments 
employed in making the observations, and the latest correc- 
tions of the measured arcs. In general, however, he has not 
re-examined the trigonometrical calculations, but merely ap- 
plied such corrections to the arcs as had been suggested by 
recent examinations of the standard scales from which the 
fundamental bases were obtained. This he has done with 
regard to thecarc of the meridian in England, between Dun- 
nose and Clifton, and it will be seen by the following remarks 


* It is now generally admitted, that, by a deflection of tho plumb-line from tho 
vertical in the direction of the meridian, an irregularity of of latitude has oc- 
curred at Arburyhill. But a deflection of the plumb-line in an arc at riglit 
angles to the meridian would cause a like irregularity in the azimuth there ; and 
if that azimuth be determined from tho pole star, ns obtained by Ramsden's theo- 
dolite, the irregularity from this cause must be multiplied by the secant of tho 
altitude, or 1.68. Hence an error of 5'^ committed at the height bf the polo star 
becomes 1.G8 or8'^.4 at the horizon. 

This hypothesis may be offered as a solution of the inconsistency pointed out 
in page 270 of this paper, independent of errors of collimation arising from a ne- 
glect to reverse the axis of the telescope. 
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that the trigonometrical operations have, in general, been con- 
ducted with so much precision, that he was justified in the 
process which he pursued. The difference between my new 
calculations and those of the late General Mudge amount to a 
few feet only, when both •are given in the imperial standard. 
Having come to this conclusion, it might be supposed that I 
need not have extended my remarks farther ; but as some cir- 
cumstances are alluded to that have not hitherto been observ- 
ed, it may not, perhaps, be unnecessary or uninteresting to 
notice them. It is very probable that new computations have 
been made in the Ordnance Map Office nearly analogous to 
ours ; but as they have not, to my knowledge, been yet made 
public, I may thus be excused for communicating mine. 

I. Of the Bases. 

From the remarks made by General Roy himself in the 
Trigonometrical Survey, vol. i. page 15, &c., there can be little 
doubt that, of the first base measured on Hounslow Heath with 
glass-rods, the results were in Roy’s own scale. Again, from 
the observations made by Mudge in p. 218, it is clear, I think, 
that the second base was measured in terms of Ramsden’s 
scale. Now, the ratio of the first to the imperial standard is, 
from the best information we possess, 1.0000244 to 1, and that 
of the second as 1.0000691 to 1. The same applies to the 
bases measured on Salisbury Plain and Misterston Carr. From 
these data, the whole arc is readily converted into the inij^e- 
rial standard. 

1. Roy’s base, measured on Hounslow Heath, in terms of his own 
scale, at 62® Falircnheit, and 100 above the mean level of the sea, 
was 27404.0137 feet. 

Reduction of Roy’s scale to the imperial standard 

= 27404 X 0.0000244= ... + 0.6699* 

Length of base in imperial feet, .... 27404.6836 

Log. of 27404.6836 feet, 4.4378248 

Reduction for 100 feet of height to sea, . . — 21 

Reduction to chord, 0 

Log. at level of the sea (1784), . . . 4.4378227 


* The ingenious writer of the article Trigonometrical Surveying in the £ney- 
clopasdia Britannica has applied this correction with a wrong sign. 
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2. Mudgc's base, on Hounslow Heath, at 62® Fahr., 100 feet above the 

sea, in feet, 27404.3155 

By Ramsdcn’s scale, of which the logarithm is 4.4378190 
Reduction to imperial standard, ... + 300 

Reduction to level of the sea, • . • . 21 

Log. of true length of base (1791), . . 4.4378409 

Which gives, imperial feet, .... 27400.076 

3. Mudge*s base, on Salisbury Plain, 690 feet above the level of the 

sea, at the temperature of 62® Fahr., was . . 30575.4 feet. 

Of which the log, is 4.5631891 

Reduction to imperial standard, . . . + 300 

Reduction to level of the sea, .... — 143 

Log. of true length of base, .... 4.5032048 

Which gives, in imperial feet, . . . 30570.723 

4. Mudge’s base, on Misterston Carr, 35 feet above the level of the 

sea, at 02'' Falir., was in the same standard, 20342.712 feet. 

Of which the log. is 4.4200005 

Reduction to imperial standard, . . . + 300 

Reduction from 35 feet to level of sea, . . — 7 

Log. of true length of base at sea, • . • 4.4200898 

Which in imperial feet is 20344.491 

Hence we have the whole of these four bases all in imperial 
feet, with their corresponding logarithms, ready for the ulte- 
rior calculations, though the two bases on Hounslow Heath 
disagree more than is generally believed ; because, instead of 
being, as usually supposed, in terms of the same scale, they 
are essentially different, and their lengths differ by 1 foot 4 J 
inches. 

Spherical Excess. 

In computing the spherical excess, I employed the formula 
6" = J sin 1" X 2 a/ ‘^. In which a is the area of the triangle 
in square feet, f the factor to convert feet into arcs for 
J (/+ f ^ mean Jatitude of the three angular points 

of the triangle at an apgle a of 45° with the meridian. My 
results correspond nearly to those in the Survey, with one or 
two exceptions. That in which the error is greatest is the 
triangle Castle Ring, BardoRhill, Orpit. In this triangle, the 
spherical excess is 4".06 instead of 2".85, as stated in the 
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Trigonometrical Survey, vol. ii., Arc of the Meridian, page 
53, No. XX. Here the error is — 1".21, from an erroneous 
calculation. The differences in any other case are hardly 
worth pointing out. 

In preparing the triangles for calculation, according to Le- 
gendre’s method, by the mean angles, 1 have taken a fair mean 
of all the angles, whether by simple observation or by combi- 
nation with others, without any arbitrary or empirical mode of 
proceeding according to any judgment formed of their relative 
accuraey in the opinion of the observers, as adopted in the 
Survey, being convinced, from experience, that such a^method 
of procedure is often fallacious. 

II. Trigonometbicai. Results. 

With the bases and angles thus prepared, I found, from the 
bases, as measured on Hounslow Heath, the distance between 
Bagshot and Hindhead, forming one of the sides of the scries 
of triangles constituting the arc of the meridian between Dun- 
nose and Clifton. From the base on Salisbury Plain, I found 
the distance between Deanhill and Highclerc, another of the 
sides of one of the triangles of* the same series. Lastly, 1 found 
from the base measured on Misterton Carr, the distance of 
Clifton from Gringley, one of the sides of these series also. 
Whence 1 had the means of computing the sides of the whole 
series from four different bases, two values of that on Hounslow 
Heath, one on Salisbury Plain, and one on Misterton Carr — 
all prepared for calculation with the greatest care. I had also 
the choice of three methods of computing the length of the 
whole, two by parallels to the meridian, one on the east, one 
on the west, and a third by the intersections of the arc with 
the sides of the triangles. 

From the base on Salisbury Plain I obtained 


By the eastern series from Dunnosc to Clifton, . 1036406.62 ft. 

.By the western scries from Clifton to Dunnose, . 1036406.13 

' By interscetions from Dunnose to Clifton, . * . ^ 1036406.68 


Mean, 1036406.78 

Correction for position of Zenith sector, . . •}' 3 W 


Final results from Salisbury Plain h:fSc, 


1036408.78 
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In all, the reduction of the distance between the perpendi* 
culars to that between the parallels has been applied, a quan- 
tity entirely overlooked in the survey. 

From a combination of the whole we have from 

Roy's base on Hounslow Heath, . ]t>36861.06 ft. «, =: — 27-73 

Mudge's base on Hounslow Heath, . 103G418.83 ... = 30.04 

Madge’s base on Salisbury Plain, . 1036408.78 ... i, 19.99 

Mudge’s base on Misterton Carr, . 1036366.48... 14 = — 22.31 

- Mean of the whole, . . . 1036388.79 

Now, dividing this mean by the length of the celestial arc 
2’ Siy 23" .497, and we have 1030388.79 2'’.83986027= 

364943..?8 feet, the length of one degree of the meridian at 
the middle latitude 52'’ 2' 19" between Dunnose and Clifton. 

The value employed by M. Bessel .agrees very nearly with 
our third result from Mudge’s base on Salisbury Plain, and is 
consequently greater than our mean by about 20 feet, — a small 
differenee in a distance of somewhat less than 200 miles ; and 
the consistency of the whole is a proof of the great care and 
general accuracy of all the operations even at that early period. 
Whence the accuracy 'of Bessel’s conclusions cannot in any 
appreciable degree be vitiated by the small discrepancy bt;- 
tween the length of this arc, assumed by him, and that obtained 
by me from direct calculation. In short, ho, by taking from the 
survey 1036337 feet, and multiplying this by 1.00007, Kater’s 
number for reducing measures taken in Ramsden's scale to 
those in the imperial standard, obtained 1036409.54 feet, 
agreeing within less than a foot* of our third result, which, 
converted into French toises, was used in his subsequent inves- 
tigations. Having thus proved that the results, in whatever 
way they be derived, are as accurate as could in general be 
expected, and that no error of consequence has been made so 
as to affect any conclusions deduced from the commonly re- 
ceived length of the arc of the meridian, I shall now pro- 
ceed to make a very few concluding remarks. 

<• 

* Occasioned by the omission, in the Survey, of the reduction of the dis- 
tance between the perpendiculars to that between tlie parallels. 
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III. General Reharks. 


Computing tlie co-ordinates of Lelthhill fromKatcrs new survey^ rela- 
tive to the meridian and perpendicular to the meridian of Greenwich, and 
also those from the same poiu^ from Dunnose by the data given in the 
Trigonometrical Survey, I have found the difference of latitude, between 
Greenwich and Dunnose, to be geodctically . — 0® 51' 34" .30 S. 

Latitude of Greenwich by observation, • . 61 28 38 .60 N. 


Latitude of Dunnose geodctically, • 

Latitude by Kater's observations. 

Latitude by Bessel's Z sector observations. 


60® 37' 4".20N. 
60 37 6 .27 
60 37 6 .86 


Mean of these three, 50® 37' 6" .44 N. 

wliich, froui their close agreement, must be very near the truth. 


From the same co-ordinates, the longitude gco- 

detically, is, 1® 11' 61" .66 W. 

Longitude by Trigonometrical Survey, . . 1 11 30 .00 W. 


Difference, 15" .56 

or about 13'' in a degree. 


This error arises from slight inaccuracies in the data as- 
sumed and methods then practised, but which, by Colonel 
Colby, the present conductor* have been long ago abandoned. 

It is much to be regretted, indeed, that the later results and 
observations have not hitherto been published, for it woxild be 
very desirable that every thing connected with the Survey, 
like the astronomical observations made at the Royal Obser- 
vatory at Greenwich, and other places, should be annually 
published at the public expense, since they are undoubtedly 
public property, and the results would enable civil-cnginccrs, 
and private amateurs, to reap all the advantages justly expected 
from so valuable a source. 

From calculation I have found the station at Clifton 4737.59 
feet west of the meridian of Dunnose, when the arc is deduced 
from the azimuth at Dunnose ; while, from the azimuth at Clif- 
ton, the arc passing through that station is 4909.95 feet west 
of Dunnose, or conversely, the station ;at Dunnose is 4909.95 
feet east of the meridian of Clifton. Now, if all the opera- 
tions and observations have been accurately performed, espe- 
cially those to determine the azilnuthsi these numbers ought 
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to be consistent ; that is, they ought to be proportional to the 
radii of their respective parallels. 

From this analogy 4737.^0 feet become . . 5047-71 feet 

But the calculation from the azimuths is, . . 4909.95 ... 

Difference, . • 137*76 feet 

Now, from Clifton, at the distance of Dunnose 137.76 feet, 
would subtend an angle of 27".42. But the accurate deter- 
mination of the azimuth by the pole star with the great theo- 
dolite, is an operation difficult to be performed in the manner 
described by General Mudge in the first volume of the Tri- 
gonometrical Survey, page 243. Captain Kater remarks in the 
new Survey for connecting the observatories of Greenwich and 
Paris, Philosophical Transactions for 1828, page 183: ‘‘ There 
is, however, another source of inaccuracy to which azimuths by 
the pole-star are liable, and which seems to ham been wholly 
disregarded — I allude to an error in the line of collimation. 
This error may, however, be destroyed by inventing the tele- 
scope, or placing that end of the axis which was on the east 
to the west ; and taking a mean of the observations of the 
star in both positions.” Certainly, if this inversion of the axis 
was omitted, a considerable error might ensue, as Captain 
Kater justly remarks ; and though General Mudge does not 
directly say the axis was inverted, yet it is difficult to believe 
that so experienced an observer was likely to neglect it, 
though it is not impossible, unless he rectified it completely by 
the usual adjusUuents. But even though complete adjustinont 
bo attempted, yet the experienced observer will never impli- 
citly trust to this, but will regularly invert the axis, as 1 am 
constantly in the habit of doing in all my determinations of 
angles, whether in altitude or azimuth. If this precaution, how- 
ever, was really neglected, then it would seem to follow, from 
our computations above, that that error had amounted to one- 
half of 27".42, or 13"-71, at each of the stations of Dunnose 
and Clifton. Indeed, from a computation which I have made, 
if the azimutii at'BeaQhy Head be supposed correct, that at 
Dunnose would, by computation, differ from the observed 
quantity, by 13''.93 ; and conversely, if the azimuth at Dun- 
nose be considered accurate, that at Beachy Head would, by 
calculation, differ from the observed quantity by 13".93, or 
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there is a probability of an error of 7 ' in each, if considered 
equal. There is at least, certainly, some inconsistencies in 
these operations, for which it is difficult to account on any 
other hypothesis. The effect, however, on the length of the 
arc of the meridian, would be nearly insensible, though it 
might in some degree slightly vitiate other deductions, such as 
the latitudes, longitudes, and azimuths, dependent upon it. 
Indeed it may be remarked, that the peculiar construction of 
the old theodolite, by Ramsden, is not favourable to the accu- 
rate determination of azimuths by the pole-star. The altitude 
and azimuth circle, or transit instrument properly constructed, 
would, in my opinion, be greatly superior. A good altitude 
and azimuth circle, I believe to be the best instrument for de- 
termining the latitude ; and the adoption of a small arc, as in 
the case of the zenith sectors, hitherto employed in this country, 
has always to me appeared not a little singular. A now zenith 
sector has lately been proposed by Mr Airy, with several im- 
provements over the old instrument, which, if I am rightly 
informed, was destroyed by the late fire at the Tower. Still, 
however, though in the new instrument the angle be read on 
opposite arcs, yet it seems to 1)0 doubtful if its results can bo 
considered equal to those from a circle of much smaller radius, 
read from three or six microscopes, distributed equidistantly 
round the circumference, wdien for every pair of observations it 
is reversed in azimuth, and the repetitions carried to four or six 
times within proper limits, and nicely reduced to the meridian. 
Indeed, notwithstanding the general excellence of the mural 
circle, as now constructed withmicroscopesattachcdto the stone 
pier for the sake of permanence, yet the circle itself being built 
up of so many different pieces liable to unequal strain, its ex- 
ecution is not entirely conformable to sound mechanical prin- 
ciples.* A transit circle, having both ends of its axis sup- 
ported on stone-piers, must possess much greater stability, 
especially if made, with the exception of the axis, of cast-iron, 
with radiating bars, broad at the axis, and tapering towards 
the circumference on which the divisions are cut. .The glasses 
of the telescope, too, ought to be much more substantially 


* It has little or no stability by braces in the direction of the axis. 
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fixed to tho circle than in the comparatively slender tube at 
present in use. The instrument would then be reversed by a 
proper machine in the same manner as the transit instrument ; 
while, from the cheapness of the materials, it would be far loss 
expensive. 

While these general objections are made to English instru- 
ments, one would be justified in making still stronger to most 
of the foreign. The French repeating circle, invented by 
Borda, depends upon a principle of great ingenuity, though in 
practice it does not equal the sanguine expectations of its 
greatest admirers. There is a much greater want of stability 
in its structure than in any of our instruments, which, perhaps, 
might be improved by the suppression of some of their numer- 
ous adjustments ; and though in the French arc of the meridian, 
and in the New Trigonometrical Survey of France, under tho 
title, “ Description Gcometriqiie dela France,” it has -played a 
very important part ; yet there are discrepancies in several of 
tho observations connected with some of these fine operations, 
which would tend greatly to shake our confidence for extreme 
precision in its final results, deduced from even thousands of 
repetitions. In determining the latitude of the Observatory of 
Saint Martin d’ Angers, as rccoi'ded in the Description Geo- 
metrique, Deuxieme Partic, page 499, Colonel Coraboeuf, with 
a thirteen-inch repeating circle of Gambey, from observations 
on Palaris, at its upper transit north of the zenith, by about 

40'’ 55', found the latitude to bo . . 47° 28' 15''.21 N. 

By a Serpentis, 40 ’ 29' S. of zenith, . 47 27 59 .41 N. 

Half sum or mean, .... 47” 28' 7".31 N. 

which is accounted the true latitude. But there is a difference 
between these results, amounting to no less than 15".8, one- 
half of which, or 7".9 taken negatively, -is reckoned tho error 
of tho instrument at a zenith distance of about 40'’ 40'. 

Again, by /3 Ursse Minoris, at a zenith distance of about 
27° 23' N. at its upper transit, the latitude by the same instru- 
ment was '. . ' . . . . 47° 28' 10".95 N. 

By Arcturus, with Z. D., 27° 23' S. it was 47 28 1 .41 N. 


Half sum or mean, 


47° 28' 6".95N. 
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which is accounted the true latitude, and agrees very closely 
with the preceding result. There is, however^^ between the 
two last, a difference of 9".54, one-half of which, or 4".77) is 
here, at the zenith distance of about 27° 20', reckoned the er- 
ror. Hence, for a change of zenith distance of 13° 20', there 
is a corresponding change of error of 3".13. Some observers 
find, or think they find, that these errors vary as the sine of 
the zenith distance while others can detect no such law, 
though a mean of judiciously chosen observations give remark- 
ably consistent results, when the observations are very numer- 
ously repeated. Still, however, in this country, observers ac- 
customed to British instruments, would greatly suspect their 
final accuracy, even from immeroxis olsermtions^ however 
consistent the individual results might be, whenever they in- 
volved such remarkable discrepancies. The opposite error 
seems applicable to our observers. Generally provided with 
large instruments, haviiig powerful telescopes, they trust per- 
haps rather too confidently, in a very few observations which 
they consider good, and neglect to repeat them sufficiently to 
counteract atmospheric irregularities, for which no power of 
telescope will compensate. Even the power of the telescope 
of Roy’s theodolite, by Ramsden, was not great, as he himself 
states, in the Trigonometrical Survey, vol. i. page 123 ; it only 
magnified about forty or fifty times, as commonly employed. 
I have not seen the power of that belonging to the Board of 
Ordnance anywhere stated. 

In taking horizontal angles, “ the errors,” says Captain 
Katcr, Phil. Transactions for 1828, page 197, “ which may 
arise from lateral refraction, have often been suspected, but 
never clearly ascertained. In the course of our work, how- 
ever, we had such evidence of the fact as to leave no doubt of 
its existence. The angle (measured) between the same ob- 
jects would differ (when taken) under the most favourable cir- 
cumstances, about five seconds on different days, and perhaps 
a second and a-half, or two seconds, may be considered as the 
error which may effect an angle from lateral refraction in an 
ordinary state of the atmosphere.’* 


This coincidos nearly with theso examples, the difference being only 
0".78 from this hypothesis. 
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These remarks of Captain Kater have been verified by my 
own experience, and there is no probable way of obviating the 
effects of refraction on horizontal angles, but by combining 
the French method of repetition with our own more powerful 
instruments on different days under various atmospheric cir- 
cumstances. 


ADDITIONAL NOTE. 

The following remarks have been occasioned by the receipt 
of a part of the Ordnance Survey, since the original paper 
was delivered to the Secretary : — 

After a lapse of thirty yearSt the publication of the results of the Ord- 
nance Trigonometrical Survey of Britain has been resumed. This has 
been recommenced by the publication of a part, titled, Astronomical 
Observations, made with Ramsden’s zenith sector, together with a Cata- 
logue of Stars which have been observed, and the amplitudes of the cclcs- 
ti:d arcs, deduced from the observations at the difTcrent stations ; and 
published by order o^ the Board of Ordnance.” 

Of tliis work a few copies have been distributed, by presentation, to 
different individuals, and it is but justice to those employed, to affirm, 
that all the deductions arc made according to the best methods now used 
in that branch of science. Colonel Colby, the indefatigable conductor, 
has availed himself of the advice of Mr Airy, the astronomer-royal ; and 
Lieutenant Yolland, of the Royal Engineers, iiiider the Colonel, has fol- 
lowed up this advice with diligence and care. 

The points of wliich the latitudes and intermediate arcs of the meridian 
arc here given, arc Dunnose in the Isle of Wight ; Greenwich Observa- 
tory ; Clifton Beacon in Yorkshire; Arburyhill in Northamptonshire; 
Delamere Forest in Cheshire ; Burleigh IVIoor in Yorkshire ; Kellie Law 
in Fifeshire ; Cowliythc hill in Banffshire ; and, lastly, the station on the 
small isle of Balta in Shetland, comprehending an arc of the meridian 
passing from the southern extremity of Britain, to the more northerly of 
the islets belonging to it, amounting to above ten degrees, or about one- 
ninth part of the quad ran tal arc of the meridian from the equator to the 
pole. This will not only be a most valuable operation for improving the 
geography of the cguntry, — ^a thing much wanted from the great inaccu- 
racy of our maps and charts, but a valuable contribution also to astrono- 
mical and gcodctical science. We arc informed by the Colonel towards 
the close of his preface,—" That the terrestrial observations requisite to 
enable me,” says he, to complete and publish the geodetic distances 
connected with the astronomical results, arc now in so advanced a state, 
that the printing of them will shortly be commenced.” These being com- 
pared with others of a similar kind in different parts of the world, will 
enable him to deduce a proper value of the earth's axes, and thence to fix 
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geodetically, ^ith precision, tho latitudes and longitudes of all the im- 
portant points throughout the British Isles. 

May all these important labours be speedily brought to a satis&ctoty 
conclusion, for the bcncilt of both agriculture and commerce, since, in the 
present state of our maps, the^ost palpable and dangerous errors, not- 
trithstanding all that has been urged for their correction, still continue 
to exist, as will readily appear by an examination of tho maps now sub- 
mitted for inspection. 

*** A few maps and charts were here exhibited, containing glaring 
and dangerous errors to navigators. 


Description of a Portable Diorama, which may be viewed by a 
number of persons at a time. By George Tait, Esquire, 
Advocate, F.R.S.S.A. With a Plan. Communicated by 
the Royal Scottish Society of Arts.* 

A portable diorama which I exhibited to the Royal Scottish 
Society of Arts in November 1841 and April 1842, and which 
was honoured with their medal, could be viewed by only one 
or two persons at a time, the pictures being within the box, 
and being seen through oye-holes.t 

I have now made a diorama having the construction modi- 
fied so that it may be viewed by a number of persons at a time, 
the pictures being placed upon the front of a box, where they 
are exposed uncovered. The front light is thrown upon them 
from without, and the back light from within, tho box ; and 
both may be increased or diminished at pleasure. Gas is 
the most convenient light ; but oil may be employed, by adopt- 
ing means for properly increasing or diminishing the light 
upon the pictures. The apparatus is used in a dark apart- 
ment ; and ought to be so placed that the horizon of tho pic- 
tures may bo on a level with the eye. The effect of colomed 
sketches of a variety of changes which I made for tho former 
diorama, is equally satisfactory in this. 

The following side-elevation and plan represent a small 
diorama ‘made upon this principle : — . * • 


* Bead before the Boyal Scottisli Society of Arts, on 23d January 1843, 
t See tho printed Transactions of tho Royal Scottish Society of Arts, and 
the Edinburgh Now Philosophical Journal for 1841, 1842. 
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A B C D, a board to which the apparatus is attached. The 
length of the board is 18 inches, and that of the painted sur- 
face exposed, 6 inches, — ^but the larger the more striking. 

E F G H, a box for receiving the pictures in front, at E F. 

J K, opening in the side of the box, by which the pictures 
are introduced successively into a groove in front, behind a 
border of black velvet, to absorb stray rays from the front 
light. [In the former construction, as in this, the pictures may 
be conveniently entered at the side of the box. Both boxes 
may be made to receive the same pictures.] 

L, front light, compact and bright, in a lantern constructed 
to direct and confine it to the pictures. If the flame be flat 
and have not a reflector or a lens, its edge may front the pic- 
tures. A simple swallow-tail burner, No. 0, gives sufficient 
light for this scale. The inside of the lantern is done with 
black japan, flat ; and the sides and bottom, and outside of the 
bottom, and the supports, so far as necessary, are covered with 
black velvet. 

M, back light. Swallow-tail No. 1, is sufficient for this scale. 

A circulation of air is admitted to both flames without al- 
lowing the escape of light. Their covers arc moveable, and 
are represented on the plan as removed. 

N O, opening for receiving into a groove a slight frame of 
tissue paper, to be used when found of advantage ; particu- 
larly, when any part of a picture, for example the moon, is 
made trans^^arent. 

P Q, opening through both sides of the box, for receiving 
into a groove an opaque slider, of a length equal to about 
double the breadth of the box, properly pierced, to be drawn 
gradually across, in order to represent passing gleams of sun- 
shine ; also for receiving a slider or sliders of tissue paper, 
painted with various tints in succession, to be drawn gradu- 
ally across, in order to represent changes of tints, for evening 
or the like, with the back light, where day is represented by 
that light, as in fog or snow scenes. The light Jis not to be 
allowed to pass over or under those sliders. 

When a slider is used, the tissue paper N O is to be re- 
moved ; and the open space in froijt of the back light is to 
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contracted to about a third part of its breadth, by leaves moved 
forward for the time, as represented by R S on the plan, or 
otherwise. 

A narrow projection immediately before any opening, if 
necessary, prevents the light within from being seen in front. 

The box is white within, to reflect light. 

T M, T L. on the Plan, tubes for gas (the latter consisting 
of one of the supports of the lantern, hollow), supplied, when in 
use, by inserting the nozle of a flexible tube at T, or other- 
wise. 

U, V, stop-cocks moved by levers attached, which arc closed 
by springs and opened by cords extending to the front. The 
levers have checks adaptable to the variable pressure of the 
gas, for example, linen threads iittachod to pins turning in the 
board, so that either flame, when not required, may be reduced 
to a blue point. The levers and springs are made to fold back 
upon the board when not in use. 

The arrangement now shortly described is given merely as 
a specimen. The details of any diorama made upon this prin- 
ciple of construction, for example the description, number and 
position of the lights, will, of course, be adjusted according to 
the judgment of the maker, and will be modified by the size 
of the apparatus and other circumstances. 

G. Tait. 

Edinburgh, 2 d January 1843. 


Description of a Marine Salinometer for the purpose of indi- 
cating the Density of Brine in the Boilers of Marine Steam- 
Engines. Invented by J. Scott Russell, M.A., F.R.S.R, 
F.R.S.S. A., Civil Engineer. (With two Plates.) Commu- 
nicated by the Royal Scottish Society of Arts.* 

It was very early in the history of steam navigation that 
the inconverience of raising steam from salt water was ex- 
perienced. When the Comet descended below Port-Glasgow 


* Bead before the Boyal Scottish Society of Arts 20th Febnuiry 1042, 
and the Honorary Silver Medal of the Society awarded I4t]\ November 1842, 
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in 1812, the boiler was found to boil over, or prime, as it is 
technically called by engineers, when part of the water is forced 
up so violently, along with the steam, as to pass over into the 
cylinder of the engine — a circumstance always detrimental, 
and sometimes destructive tg the engines. This arises from 
the thickening of the water, its density being increased by the 
retention of the solid substances, which compose sea-water, 
and which remain and accumulate in the boiler, while the 
fresh portion of the water is passing off in the shape of steam. 

This process of accumulation of solid matter in the marine 
boiler is by no means slow. The whole of the water which a 
marine-boiler usually contains is evaporated in three or four 
hours, leaving the solid substances in the cubic content of 
boiler behind it, and being replaced by salt water, with an equal 
quantity of depositary matter, accumulating as rapidly as be- 
fore ; and since it is known the solid matter amounts to as 
much as of the whole mass of water, it would follow, if the 
process of ebullition could continue so long as 150 hours, there 
would be deposited in the boiler a quantity of solid matter 
equal to the number of tons of water in the whole content of 
the boiler. 

Long, however, before this degree of solidification can take 
place, evils of a different description intervene to impair and 
put an end to the functions of the boiler. The solid consti- 
tuents of salt water which are left behind do not diffuse them- 
selves uniformly over the whole liquid mass, so as to constitute 
a homogeneous brine on the contrary, the new supplies of 
sea-water, as they enter the boiler, remain secluded from the 
former more saturated brine, rise by their less specific gravity 
into an upper stratum, while the denser brine forms a bed in the 
lower part of the boiler, and surrounds the fire-box and heater- 
flues occupying the water-spaces and legs, which are usually 
at a high temperature, and which, in double-tiered boilers, are 
generally the most intensely heated. The intense heat of the 
metal expels the water from the brine in contact with it most 
rapidly in the hottest places, and salt is deposited en the hot- 
test parts of the furnaces and flues, extending rapidly to those 
less heated, and so not only diminishing the evaporative power 
of the boiler, but injuring its substance, and endangering its 
existence. 
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Tlie remedy for those evils was very early invented. But 
I have not been able to discover the inventor of the cleansing 
process commonly called “ blowing down,” or “ blowing off.” 
It is almost universal, and is performed in the following way : 
— There is forced into the boiler, • at each stroke, rather more 
water than is required for the supply of steam, so that the 
boilijr becomes too full. Openings are then suddenly made at 
the bottom of the boiler, and the brine at the bottom being 
violently ejected, carries with it any solid substances that may 
have accumulated near the bottom — ^thc boiler is thus cleansed ; 
and before the water has got too low, the openings are again 
closed, and the boiler continues to be fed as formerly. 

Another remedy, pretty generally adopted, is the brine- 
pump, by which, for every portion of water supplied to the 
boiler, about one-fourth part of that quantity of brine is with- 
drawn from it. This process does not so thoroughly carry off 
all the impurities as the former ; but it is attended with a 
saving of fuel by a contrivance for giving to the feed-water 
entering the boiler a portion of the heat of the discharged 
brine. The recent introduction of this process is due to 
Messrs Maudslay and Field of.London. 

In whatever way the saturation of the water with solid mat- 
ter may be remedied, it is essential to the accomplishment of 
this object, that some simple apparatus should be contrived 
f(jr the purpose of shewing when the cleansing process is re- 
quired, and whether it is successfully applied. If this bo not 
obtained, the usual consequence of acung on wrong data are 
sure to follow. 

A contrivance was patented, which was thought promising, 
but was found liable to be mechanically out of order when 
most wanted; — a ball of greater specific gravity than salt 
water was connected with an external index, by which there 
was indicated on the outside the fact of the brine becoming 
sufficiently saturated to float this ball. 

Another was .to place in the glass gauge of the boiler a glass 
Iiydrometgr bead, which would float when the brine became 
saturated to a given point, and fall to the bottom in the ordi- 
nary state of the boiler. But this fails entirely of accuracy, 
although very elegant, for Ihe brine of which we wish to indi- 
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cate the density is in the lower stratum, not the upper one, 
where the usual glass gauge is placed, and irretrievable mis- 
chief might be done before the indication would shew any 
change. 

I have lately employed, dn some large ships destined for 
transatlantic voyages, a species of brine-gauge, or index of 
saturation, which is found to possess every advantage, and 
which I therefore desire to communicate to the public through 
this Society. The drawings sent are such as may enable any 
engineer to construct them for himself. The details of the 
arrangement of the apparatus were made under the direction 
of Mr James Laurie, formerly one of my assistants ; and he 
also has obliged mo by writing out the annexed description of 
the operation of using the index. 

The principle 1 have used is the well-known law, “ that the 
heights of c(][uiponderant columns of liquids vary inversely as 
the densities of those liquids.” 

If I take open glass tubes bent in the form of the letter U. 
as in the diagram (fig. 1), and pour one fluid into one of the 
sides, and another fluid into the opposite side (taking care to 
use the heavier liquid before tlip other) ; the one being mer- 
cury, and the other water, they will stand at the height of 
1 inch and 13 inches respectively. If I use alcohol and water 
(fig. 2), they will stand at the height of 10 inches and 8 inches 
respectively, the height of the one fluid being always greater 
than that of the other, in the proportion in which its weight, 
density, or specific gravity is less. 


Fig. 1. Fig. 2. Fig. 3. 
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In like manner fresh water and salt water (fig. 3) will stand 
at heights of 40 and 41 inches, shewing a difference of 1 inch. 

The use which I make of this principle is as follows : — I 
reckon the best scale of saltncss of a boiler to be that which 
takes the common sea-water as d standard. Sea-water con- 
tains of saline matter. When the water has been evapo- 
rated, so as to leave only half the quantity of distilled water 
to the same quantity of saline matter, I call that two degrees 
of salt, or brine of the strength of two, and such brine would 
shew, in fig. 3, the columns 40 and 42, or double the saltness of 
sea-water, indicated by a difference of 2 inches. A farther 
saturation would be indicated by a difference of 3, 4, 5, and 
6 inches between the columns, and so indicate three, four, five, 
six, and any further degrees of saltncss — a range which may 
be made to any degree of minuteness by the subdivision of the 
scale of inches. This scale is that which appears to me most 
simply applicable here — and it is that \vliich I adopt for marine 
boilers. 

The mechanical apparatus which I have employed to give 
this indication is perfectly simple, and has tlic advantage of 
being such as the engineer already perfectly understands. To 
the marine boiler I apply two water-gauges of glass, instead of 
one as at present used ; they both serve the purpose of the 
present glass gauges, and the pair would be valuable for this, 
if for no other reason, that there would always be a duplicate 
when one is broken, an accident not unfrequent. To these 
gauges I simply attach small copper pipes, so that one of them 
may be jdaced in communication only with the salt brine in 
the lower part of the boiler, and the other with the feed- water 
which is entering the boiler ; the one then holds a column of 
brine, and the other of pure sea- water, and each inch of dif- 
ference shews the degree of saturation. 

Without the use of any attached scale, the engineer, by a 
little practice, comes to know in his particular vessel what dif- 
ference in mches can be admitted without danger, and at what 
difference of height it is imperative to blow off. But it is con- 
venient to have an attached scale. 

It may be satisfactory ^o state, that the practical range of 
scale in an ordinary boiler in the ordinary working, is (i to 10 
inches, a difference sufficiently great to be easily observed. 
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The rule of working them is nearly this Continue the 
operation of blowing off until, if possible, the difference of the 
columns is less than an inch, it will be unnecessary to blow off 
again until the difference is at least 6 inches. 

As a practical rule, I find that it is necessary to blow off 
when the brine at the bottom has about three degrees of salt- 
ness. But this will vary exceedingly, according as the con^ 
str action of the boilers is more or less judicious. When the 
heat is greatest in the lowest portion of the boiler, and the 
Hues return above, they will be most liable to salt, and require 
the most frequent cleansing. 

The following is Mr Laurie’s description of the instrument. 
The drawings give the details of the apparatus. — J. S. R. 

The fact that the specific gravity of salt-water is greater 
than that of fresh, and that it increases with the degree of 
saturation, is what the operation of this instrument depends 
on ; by its means two columns ot water, the one feed and the 
other brine, are poised against each other, so as that any dif- 
ference of weight betwixt these columns immediately becomes 
appai’cnt by the lighter of the two requiring an accession in 
quantity to resist the upward j)ressure to which both columns 
are subjected. This is accomplished by having two common 
glass gauge-tubes close together, each of which is connected 
with a separate tube ; that inside the boiler descends to the 
level of the water, the specific gravity of which is to be mea- 
sured, ami having either or both of these tubes so connected 
with the feed-pipe of the boiler, that by opening a cock one of 
the pipes will be filled with feed-water, while the other re- 
mains filled with brine, which cock being shut, the tubes re- 
main so filled ; but inasmuch as feed-water is of less specific 
gravity than brine, it will be forced up and stand in the glass 
tube at a higher level than the brine, which difference of levels 
increases with the saturation — and hence the index to judge 
of the saltncss. 

In Plates VI. and VII., A, B, are the two glass gauge-tubes ; 
C, one of the tubes forming the connection betwixt .one of these 
glass gauge-tubes and its tube D, that descends inside of the 
boiler ; E, the tube forming the connection betwixt the upper 
ends of these tubes and the inside of the boiler ; F, G, two cocks 
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so made, as shewn in the drawing, that by thoir means each of 
the tubes inside of the boiler may be shut off from the glass 
tubes, and also may be connected with the tube H, leading 
from the feed-pipe of the boiler ; I, a cock affording the means 
of shutting off the tube E from th^ glass tubes, and also of 
connecting either of these glass tubes with the tube K, lead- 
ing to the bilge of the vessel ; each of these cocks has a handle, 
and when the instrument is indicating, the three handles hang 
perpendicularly downw'ards. T o bring the instrument into ope- 
ration, the three handles must first be put in the position * * 

which has the effect of allowing the brine to flow right up the 
glass tube A, and out through the tube K, into the bilge of 
the vessel ; this having been done for so long a time as that 
A and its tube inside the boiler be thoroughly cleansed and 
filled with brine, the handles are then to be put in the posi- 
tion • • , which, in like manner, cleanses and fills B and its 

tube inside of the boiler with brino ; finally, bring the handle 
of the top-cock into its original position, and put either of the 
lower handles horizontal, which forming a connection of the 
feed-pipe with one of the tubes inside of the boiler fdls that 
tube with feed-water ; thus there are in the two tubes inside of 
the boiler two columns of water of different specific gravities, 
the one being brine, the specific gravity of which is to be 
measured, and the other feed-water, the specific gravity of 
which is pretty nearly constant, so long the temperature of 
condensation is the same, and does not vary much let the tem- 
perature of condensation be what it may ; but, inasmuch as 
these columns of water are of different specific gravities, the 
pressure on the bottoms of them will force the lighter up the 
glass tube, until such a quantity of brine has followed it as 
makes it of equal weight with the other ; and hence, in the 
tw .0 glass tubes, the water stands at different heights, the mag- 
nitude of which 4iflbrcnce becomes known by means of the 
scale fixed betwixt tho' glass tubes, and therefore also the de- 
gree of saturation of the brine. 

The use of this instrument, which might be called a Sali- 
nometer, is not confined to this one object, for it answers 
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thoroughly all the purposes of the common glass gauge, the 
position of the surface of water in the boiler being midway 
betwixt the surfaces of water in the tubes. 

When cither or both of the glass tubes is broken, put the 

handles in the position f * f > and nothing can escape from 
the boiler. 

T. \V. L. 


Observations on the Llama^ Alpaca^ Guanaco, and Vicuna, 
By Matihe Hamilton, Esq., M. D., late of Peru. Com- 
municated by the Author. 

Of all the quadrupeds on the elevated regions of the southern 
American continent, the most worthy of notice is the Llama 
tribe, which includes the Llama, Alpaca, Guanaco, and Vi- 
cuna. The llama and alpaca arc seen domesticated in 
I'cru, but the guanaco and vicuna only in the wild state, ex- 
cept where they are kept as prisoners. When the vicuna 
has been kept within doors for a time, it becomes an interest- 
ing, frolicksome creature, but it never acquires the tame and 
docile habits of the llama or alpaca. A beautiful pet vicuna 
lived in the house with me for several months, and was in the 
habit of coming into the public room at stated times, and took 
bread from my hand, when it often jumi)ed about in the apart- 
ment, and put itself in the most graceful attitudes. 

Vicuna and Guanaco. 

The vicuna is much smaller than the guanaco or alpaca, 
and is more delicate and handsome in every respect. It has 
a large, prominent, glistening eye, which has a peculiar and 
expressive softness ; and when running with amazing speed,, its 
neck, which is long and slender, is carried in a curved position 
like that of a swan or the letter S. These creatures are ex- 
ceedingly difficult to take without having recourse to artifice. 

They are seen in small bands of a dozen or more, and arc 
found chiefly in those uninhabited regions of the Andes, where 
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vegetation is hardly sufficient to afford them a scanty subsist- 
ence. I never saw eitlier a guanaco or a vicuna on the plain of 
Di’uro, which is above 100 miles long, and about 12,000 feet 
above the sea ; nor have I observed them on any part of the 
table-land of Bolivia. They were seen chiefly on tlie journey 
across what is called the Cordillera of the coast, which, tra- 
velling from Tacna or Ai’ica to Potosi via Oruro, with cargo 
mules, requires 6 or 7 days before descending to the table- 
land, on which numerous flocks of llamas, alpacas, and sheep, 
are seen ; but in the dismal region of the Cordillera the vicuna 
is found enjoying its freedom, and frequently indulging in its 
peculiar cry or rather whistle. It would seem to bo ever on 
the w'atch against danger, for, when on the rout to Potosi, it 
sometimes happened, that on turning the shoulder of a moun- 
tain, or entering a ravine, I have seen a vicuna peep round 
a rock, or view us from an eminence, then immediately its 
whistle, not unlike that of the boatswain’s, was heard, and a 
troop of vicunas might be seen bounding in the distance, 
setting at dcflance pursuit. 

It may be noticed, that the haunts of the vicuna appear to 
be confined to the more elevated regions of Pern only, for 
though in the higher lands towards the Equator, about Quito, 
wc meet with the llama and alpaca, the vicuna is not found 
so far north, neither is it met with to the south beyond the 
troj)ic of Capricorn. It should also be noticed, that the same 
sort of food is used by all these species, and that which is most 
relisheil by them is called by the Indianr, 7 cAm, and grows to 
the height of several feet ; it is a gramineous plant, and is 
called Jarava in the Flora Peruana. 

!\'o satisfactory reason has been given for the circumstance 
of vicunas being seen only within these latitudes. They arc 
found on the elevated parts of the province of Santa Cruz de 
la Sierra, in the interior of Bolivia, near the junction of that 
state with Brazil ; but they are not seen in the equatorial re- 
gions of the Andes, nor in Chili, nor farther south. It is pos- 
sible that tlie' greater altitude of the Punas of Peru, or Bo- 
livia, where the atmosphere is drier and its pressure less, may 
be more congenial to the nature of this interesting animal 
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than other parts of the Cordillera, such as about Quito, where 
there is more humidity, and several thousand feet less eleva- 
tion. In some parts of those sterile solitudes frequented by 
vicunas, even the iehu docs not grow ; and in such places the 
mosses afford them a scanty subsistence. 

In Peru, the guanaco haunts the same secluded tracts ; 
but it does not mingle with the vicuna. The former is 
much larger and more powerful, and is found on the high 
lands throughout nearly 50 degrees of latitude, even to the 
straights of Magellan. The guanaco weighs, on an average, 
about 8 ai'robas, or 200 lb., and it is much more easily caught 
or run down than the vicuna; though extremely shy and 
sensitive on the approach of danger, emitting a sound some- 
what like the neigh of a horse, warning its companions, and 
then galloping off. Its skin is covered with a short coarse 
wool of a reddish-brown colour on the back and sides, running 
into stripca towards the belly, which inferiorly is white ; and 
the neck, Avhich is much stronger than that of the vicuna, is 
carried straight while it is running. Its wool is exported, and 
is used for domestic purposes. The wool of the vicuna is of 
a brown or fawn colour; ami though it is shorter than that. of 
the alpaca, yet it is much more valuable, being exceedingly 
fine and soft, so that articles made of it are very handsome. 
The real wool of the vicuna sells at a high price in Peru; and 
the best hats, gloves, ponchos, &c. arc made of it, being more 
costly in proportion than the wool ; but that may be a result 
of no spurious materials being put into the things manufac- 
tured there, and also from the difficulty of working such fine 

W'OOl. 

The city of La Paz, in Bolivia, is famous for the manufac- 
ture of hats ; the finer sort are very well made, having a very , 
broad brim, and are well adapted both for shading the head 
from the solar rays, and also from rain. In 1835, the price 
of hats in La Paz varied from one to fifty dollars each ;• one 
of the best, of vicuna wool, cost three doubloons, or L.IO ster - 
ling. Such a hat is soft and light, and may last many years. 
Ponchos are sometimes made of the same sort of wool, one 
of which costs more than fift^ cotton ones, which for use 
servo nearly as well. The ancient sovereigns, the .Incas of 
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Peru, and their families, were clothed with the manufactured 
wool of vicunas ; for the native Peruvians, and especially the 
females, in districts far in the interior, near the confines of 
Brazil, arc expert weavers. 

I have seen cotton goods of superior quality, such as table- 
covers, quilts, ponchos, &c. from the province of Moxos, but 
these were sold at a much higher price than similar articles 
from Europe. The late General Parroisien informed me that 
he had a poncho of vicuna wool, which cost 700 dollars, or 
L.140. There is reason to fear that now the vicunas will 
soon bo exterminated, if those who have the power do not 
adopt measures for their protection, and prevent that indis- 
criminate slaughter which is now being inflicted on these in- 
teresting and valuable animals. 

From time immemorial, the vicuna has been captured 
chiefly in the following manner : — A number of Indians 
form themselves into a chaco. or hunting party, together with 
some of those small dogs of which almost every family pos- 
sesses one or more. They choose the proper time of the 
year, and, with a supply of corn and chimo,'^^ resort to those 
dreary regions where the giianaco and vicuna are found. Hav- 
ing fallen in with their game, the Indians spread themselves 
over a wide extent of ground, accompanied by their dogs, and 
gradually narrow the circle. At a spot previously fixed on, 
there is a sort of enclosure made with ropes attached to poles 
brought fur the purpose, and which are fixed in the ground 
at the necessary distances, and with the ropes at such a height 
as the pursued vicunas cannot pass with their heads elevated. 
On some occiisions, to make the snare more complete, a wide 
space near the enclosure is surrounded by a number of small 
red flags, raised a little from the ground, and floating in the 
air. 

The result is, that by means of the shouts of the Indians, 
and their gradual approach to the enclosure, with the barking 
and movements of the dogs, and the motion of the flags with 
the wind, the "licunas being naturally timid, arc driven into 
the snare, and, neither jumping over nor stooping under the 

• C!nmo is frosted potatoes in powder, and boiled in water with lard and 
spice into a sort of pottage, which is nutritive, and much used by the Indians. 
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ropes, they are taken and slain, and skinned on the spot. In 
such excursions, the Indians in some cases arc many weeks, 
and even months, in those inhospitable regions, away h'om the 
haunts of men, and at all times they suffer great privations. 
The cold is always severe during night, in consequence of the 
great altitude, and they are exposed to terrific storms of light- 
ning and thunder, often acconipanied with very largo hail, or 
rather pieces of ice. When unsuccessful in the chase, they 
may be short of food and suffer severely. 

Though such expeditions arc called hunting, yet sport is 
not the object in view, but gain only. Wlicn the vicunas are 
captured, they are not shorn as in olden times, and then let 
go ; but arc killed, and the skins put aside with the wool 
on them ; then the Indians gorge themselves and their dogs 
with the flesh, and if any portion of the carcase is loft, the 
condors devour it. 

In former times, the Indians were obliged by law to let all 
female vicunas escape after being shorn, and also the males, 
except a few which were allowed to bo retained for food when 
necessary ; and thus the continuance of the species was seeured. 
Hut for many years past, an indiscriminate slaughter has been 
executed, and of course the number of vicunas is diminishing 
every year ; and if stringent mcasiu’cs are not soon adopted 
to give protection, there is reason to fear that the race of 
vicunas will, ere long, become extinct, at least in so far as 
relates to the obtainment of the wool. 

The reason assigned for flaying these creatures, instead of 
merely shearing tliem, is, that the wool is so valuable, that, 
when put up in bales, it is fraudulently mixed with other 
wool similar in colour, which in some cases is obtained both 
from the llama and alpaca ; and, in these circumstances, mer- 
chants are not so willing to buy it. The government of Peru 
and Bolivia should immediately prohibit, under severe penal- 
ties, the destruction of vicunas. These animals might ‘be 

shorn of their wool as in the time of the Ineas, and as is done 

♦ 

now with otlier wool producers in those parts, such as llamas, 
alpacas, and the common sheep, of which latter there arc 
millions in Upper Peru. , 



290 


Dr Hamilton’s Observations on the Llama^ 


Llama and Alpaca. 

The llama is at present found all over the southern tropic, 
from Rio IBamba at the foot of Chimborazo, under the equator, 
to beyond Potosi. It is a most important agent for the com- 
fort and convenience of the Indian population of Peru. It 
affords food, and more especially clothing, and serves as a 
beast of burden ; but it is not used for riding on, as has been 
erroneously narrated by some authors, for a Peruvian Indian 
never makes a journey on any animal, except when he is com- 
pelled to do so ; and then it is on one capable of conveying 
more than 100 lbs., which is the maximum cargo for a llama 
or alpaca. It is not known ^^'hen these creatures first ap- 
peared in those lofty regions where they now abound, but it 
would seem that they were in Peru prior to the appearance 
of the first Inca, Manco Capac, who reigned in the 12th cen- 
tury ; for it is supposed that at an earlier period Peru was in 
the possession of a people who, though less advanced in civili- 
zation, we may conclude were in the habit of spinning the 
wool of these animals with the distaff ; as, in the absence of 
written evidence, we find in their burial-places distaffs made 
of wood, indicating an earlier and a more rude state of society 
than that which existed under the Incas, whose subjects made 
their distaffs of copper, which have been taken from their 
huacas, along with the materials for spinning. 

It is probable that these more ancient people availed them- 
selves of the wool of the llama tribe for domestic purposes, 
and that the present race of Peruvians merely copied the ex- 
ample, or improved on the manufactures of their predecessors. 
Be that as it may, the llama and alpaca still exist in immense 
numbers all over the higher regions of Peru and Bolivia, and 
are a source both of profit and amusement to the natives. 

None but those who have been on familiar terms with the 
Peruvian mountaineers, can know the deep interest which 
they take in their llamas and alpacas : they exhibit a solici- 
tude in the welfare of these creatures, which seems to liave 
other root than mere pecuniary considerations. 

The Peruvian Indian is a mild, kindly being, when not 
under the debasing influence of ardent spirits, of which a great 
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quantity is now annually consumed in the elevated districts. 
He is often insulated from neighbours and from his family 
while tending his flocks on the ichuales,” or on some long 
journey with them. In these circumstances, the Indian looks 
on his cliarge more as companions than as mere beasts of 
burden. I have often been amused to hear an Indian speak 
to a llama or alpaca as if it had understood him ; and the 
plaintive instrumental music of the Indian, called yaravies, 
consisting of a succession of doleful and monotonous sounds, 
produced by blowing into one end of a reed, which is held 
like a clarionet, is supposed by them to be much appreciated 
by the llama. Those brutal acts of cruelty, which are so often 
inflicted on the dumb creation in some parts of Europe, are 
never imposed by the Peruvian on his fleecy charge ; he rather 
adopts every means in his power to make them happy, and on 
a anarch with cargoes, he is ever on the watch to render 
assistance to a llama or alpaca whose burden may have shifted 
from its place, or where symptoms of weakness or weariness 
may appear. 

Llamas, in their native clime, arc on an average rather 
more than four feet in height from the spine to the ground, 
and the alpaca is a few inches less ; but the latter is a much 
more handsome and interesting animal. There is a brilliancy 
and expression in the eye of the alpaca, as seen when on the 
punas of the Andes, which are not so striking to the observer 
who sees it on the coast only. 

Indeed, there is a greater degree of vigour and vivacity in 
all the movements of these creatures when on their native 
soil, where the atmosphere is little more than half the density 
of that at the sea-lcvcl. The llama receives the male in the 
recumbent position, with its limbs doubled under its body, in 
the same manner as when asleep or at rest. Gestation con- 
tinues seven months ; one at a time is produced ; it begins 
to breed the third year, and the duration of life is ten ox 
twelve years. These animals are invaluable to the Indians 
of the Andes, who cannot afford to keep mules, elVen did the 
climate admit, but who, with a troop of llamas and alpacas, 
manage both to maintain their position in the social circle, 
and to save money when not pluriQcred by the operations of 
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contending armies. It would appear from the statements of 
some of the earlier writei*s on Peru, particularly Acosta, who 
wrote soon after the Spanish conquest, that llamas were then 
used for carrying silver from Potosi to Arica, on the coast of 
the Pacific Ocean, prior to its being shipped for Europe ; but 
neither llamas nor alpacas have been employed for any such 
purpose during a long period, for the distance is so great, and 
the march of llamas so slow, as to malce some other mode of 
transit necessary. Acosta states that the distance from Po- 
tosi to Arica is seventy leagues ; hence it may be supposed 
that he never went over the ground, and that some of the 
earlier writers on Peru, like others of more recent date, often 
wrote without a competent knowledge of their subject, and 
drew on the imagination for facts alleged by them. 

Of late years, much care has been taken to obtain more 
accurate information as to places and distances in Peru than 
can be had cither from recorded statements or Spanish maps, 
most of which, either from design or ignorance, were often 
most erroneously given. The distance from Arica to Potosi, 
via Oruro, is 170 leagues, or 510 English miles, and the 
distance between the same places, by the Desert of Caran- 
ja, which is taking the hypotenuse of the triangle, is 154 
leagues, or about 460 miles, by both of which routes I have 
travelled to Potosi and the coast. On the Desert route there 
is only one village seen, that of Andamarca, which is occu- 
pied by Indians, who speak the Amara language, and is 
.seventy leagues from Potosi, and cighly-four from Arica or 
Tacna. 

Llamas are not used for the conveyance of silver from Po- 
tosi to the coast ; but the tin^ which is obtained from the mines 
of Oruro, is brought to Arica by llamas and alpacas. The 
journey from Oruro to Arica, which is 100 leagues, takes one 
month with these creatures, for with burdens they travel only 
three or four leagues in twenty-four hours, and there are days 
of rest. 

When a llama or alpaca is tired, he gives vent to his feel- 
ings by a peculiar cry, which is different from the spund 
which he utters when teased or irritated.* 

I 

Tticsc Indians believe, that if the cud or saliva which is ejected to a 
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If ho is not iillowed to rest, or relieved from his load sooft 
after giving the notice of his weariness, he sinks to the earth 
in his usual peculiar manner, all his limbs being bent under 
his body, and tliere he dies. No kind treatment can induce him 
to attempt a renewal of tlie Journey ; and the Indians, knowing 
this singular characteristic of these animals, are disposed at 
all times to attend to their complaints, and to halt when ne- 
cessary. It may be supposed that it would not be expedient 
to trust to such a mode of conveyance any thing of much 
intrinsic value. 

The great motive which the Indian has to employ tlie llama 
as a beast of burden, is the total exemption from expense on 
the journey. They do not cost any thing for food or lodg- 
ing ; there arc no tolls, and the Indian has his own necessaries 
carried by one of his pets, so that when one of them comes 
down to the coast with a quantity of tin bars or other goods, 
ho both obtains a sum of money for freight, and also ma- 
nages to sell some of his aged fleecy friends to the butcher 
to feed Indians resident on the coast. 

No locality in Peru was more benefited by the llama than 
the city of Potosi during its greatest prosperity. When I 
was there in 1827, the population of that place was only 
9000 souls, of whom only 1000 were employed in the mines ; 
though so recently as in the year 1800, the population was 
80,000, and at that time 20,000 men and boys were engaged in 
the mines and the works connected therewith. But it appears 
that about the year ICftO the population of the city of Potosi 
amounted to 160,000 souls, in consequence of the flourishing 
state of the mines at that time — ^for without these mines there 
never would have been a town or any inhabitants in a loca- 
lity so very difficult of access as it is, and with such a horrid 
climate as is there experienced. However, it is wonderful 
what mercenary men will do to obtain the precious metals, 
and Potosi, to some extent, still stands a monument of the 
enterprise and perseverance of the Spaniards. A mint-house, 

distance by the llama when irritated, touches the human cutis, it produces 
a^m. or itch, or, in the Indian language, rara^hr. But though J have scon 
the experiment tried, I never knew a case of pso.a so iiuUiccd. 
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larger than that at London, a palace, a theatre, court-houses, 
eighteen parish churches, and other public edifices, still testify 
what Potosi has been. This may seem to be a digression 
from the llama ; but it is not so, for without the services of 
that animal, so well adapted to such an extraordinary locality, 
the mines could not have been wrought to the extent which 
they wore. To understand how the llama was so necessary 
there, it should be stated that the cerro of Potosi, whence the 
silver ore is obtained, is at one end of tho city, and all the 
works, where the ore is pounded, ground, roasted, and the sil- 
ver extracted, have ever been at the other extremity of the 
town, and distant about a league from where the ore is brought 
up to the surface by Indians. All the ore is pounded and 
ground by means of machinery, acted on by Avater- wheels, 
which are moved by water from a very large reservoir placed 
among the hills above the city. The reservoir is supplied 
from various sources or ponds among the hills, whence the 
water is conveyed to the reservoir by means of aqueducts 
and conduits, and descends from the reservoir to the city by gra- 
vitation, supplying both the silver works and the town, many 
of the houses having the water conveyed into them through 
leaden pipes. But with all these advantages, the mines of 
Potosi could not have been wrought so easily without the aid 
of the llama and alpaca ; for the ore, in immense quantity, 
had to be carried from the mines to the works, and that, too, 
over a most rugged and unequal surface, at an altitude of 
nearly 14,000 feet above the level of thb ocean : no other ani- 
mals in the world are so well adapted for such work in such a 
locality. Except water, every thing for tlie sustenance of 
man and beast has to be brought to Potosi from a distance of 
many miles over mountain tracts, the nearest spot where fuel 
(wood or charcoal) is obtained being thirty miles oif. In such 
circumstances, the llama was invaluable, its food, pajon, i. e. 
ichu in the dry state, was brought by means of mules and 
asses, so that these llamas or alpacas cost very little for 
maintenance while working at the mines. The result was, 
that many thousands of them were employed in Potosi as beasts 
of burden between the mines and the places where the ma- 
chinery is placed ; and, when necessary, the flesh was used 
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for food by the vast Indian population of Potosi, while the 
wool was made into warm clothing, so necessary in that rigor- 
ous climato, where at night the temperature & below the 
freezing point, though, during the day, the solar rays are often 
noxious to health. , 

The number of llamas and alpacas in Bolivia and Upper 
Peru is still very great, amoimting to several millions, and 
tlie common sheep is also abundant. From the milk of the 
latter good butter is made by the Indians, but is little used 
by them, it being mostly put into bladders and sent to places 
where a good price is obtained for it ; cheese is also made from 
the same soimce. The common sheep there affords a large 
quantity of wool; and if proper means were adopted, the 
number of llamas, alpacas, and sheep might be increased, and, 
of course, there would be a corresponding amount of fleeces. 
The Indians are not much in the habit of slaughtering the 
llama or alpaca for food so long as they are otherwise xisefiil ; 
the sheep and lamb are oftenerused for culinary purposes, and 
wAi^e men seldom wish to eat llama-flesh a second time if they 
can get anything better. None of those animals require the 
use of tar or any unctuous .substance while on the punas of 
Peru. 

The climate on these heights is very peculiar, for though 
during a part of the year there is much rain or snow on the 
western slopes of the Andes, and occasionally where the llama 
and alpaca arc mostly seen, yet the air on the punas is singu- 
lai'ly dry, so that a want of perspiration, even among the hu- 
man species, is a general complaint there. “ No puedo yo a 
sudor,’’ is often heard. 

Thus, the climate where these animals thrive so well, is 
very elastic, and the reverse of damp or humid, which cir- 
cumstance, together with the sort of food they get, and the 
exceeding rare atmosphere in which they live, may be the 
cause of the fine fleece obtained. 

When I was in Bolivia much ignorance and carelessness 
was shewn by most of the proprietors of flocks relative to the 
management of the wool, which, in many cases, was allowed 
to drop, or to be torn off, and was not shorn at stated periods, 
as should be done under a proper system of management. 
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ilnt latterly there has been such a demand for wool that more 
attention will be given to the fleece, botli of the llama tribe 
and the common sheep of Peru ; and if this important object 
he taken up by competent parties, both the quality and quan- 
tity of wools from that quarter may be increased. 

It has been suggested that attempts should be made to na- 
t tiralizc the alpaca and llama on a large scale in this country 
for the purpo.so of wool-growing, and also for obtaining the 
flosh of these animals to eat ; but as to the latter, not to no- 
tice its cost, the important question arises, would the flosh of 
liiese creatures be relished by people in Britain ; and though 7 
have no desire again to partake of such ‘ venison,' yet the ex- 
periment may now bo made, seeing that a number of these 
animals are now domiciled in this country ; and as tastes do 
differ, it is possible that a joint of a llama or alpaca may be- 
come a welcome dish on the Englishman’s table. 

But allowing the eatability of alpaca flesh among Eng- 
lishmen, another question arises, would it be jirofitable 1 and 
also, can the wools of these animals be purchased at a much 
cheaper rate when sent from Peru than they could be bought 
at, if purchased from the speejdator in llamas or alpacas, 
who would propose to rear them on a grand scale on the 
bogs and sterile mountains, or other parts of Britain and Ire- 
land ? These are important points for the consideration of 
all who W'ould involve capital in such a speculation. I still hold 
the opinion expressed at the meeting of the British Associa- 
tion at Glasgow, i. e. that the experiment is worth trying by 
those who are able and willing to risk the necessary expense ; 
but T fear that it cannot succeed, because, besides other ad- 
verse circumstances, the climate of Britain is very unlike that 
of the native country of the alpaca. 

It may be noticed that many llamas and alpacas arc alto • 
gether white, but more of them, especially alpacas, are wholly 
black, exhibiting as marked a contrsxst as the black and white 
swine which arc seen in Piedmont 

Party-coloured llamas and alpacas are numerous ; and wool 
from them of a brown colour has occasionally been mixed 
with that of the vicuna. 
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The Indiiins of the mountains msinufacturc themselves 
nearly all their warm clothing from the wool of their animals ; 
and so many being all black, they are able to appear in dresses 
of a sable hue without the aid of a dyer ; and numbers of them 
of both sexes arc dressed in black garments, which circum- 
stance has induced some persons to suppose, that the Peru- 
vians of the present day are still in mourning for their Iiicas ; 
but the true explanation is the fact just noted. 

From the wools of different colours, fancy pieces arc also 
made by these Indians, whose mode of weaving, in so far as 
I saw it, is primitive in the extreme. When passing throu^.ii 
the village of Andamarca, I observed a woman weaving a 
piece of black cloth : her loom was composed of only four short 
bits of wood, which were stuck into the ground in the open 
air before her hut ; she was resting on both her knees, and 
stooping at the work, and convoyed the weft from one side of 
the cloth to the other with her fingers — ^the piece appeared 
about 18 inches in width. 

A few years ago, there was no fixed price in Bolivia for 
alpacas, &c., for that varied with the locality and other cir- 
cumstances. In 1827, when'on the route from Potosi to the 
coast, through the desert of Caranja, wx were under the nc- 
(iessity of occasionally buying a sheep or llama, for wc travelled 
with a number of mules loaded with silver, and were seventeen 
days on the journey. We passed some numerous flocks of 
llamas, alpacas, and.shcep, and though not a human habitation 
was seen throughout one portion of the route of above 200 miles, 
yet, as was stated by our guides, all these creatures had owners 
who would miss any which might bo taken from their flocks. 
While on the march one day, our cook first ran down with 
his mule, and then picked up a sheep from a herd, for which 
ho had not paid, as no person was in sight ; but after we had 
travelled four hours, or above twelve miles from the spot where 
our mutton was obtained, an Indian overtook us and held out 
his hand for ‘‘ quatro realcs,” 2s., the price of tlfe sheep, and 
was quite hai)py with his half dollar, though he had to trudge 
24 miles for it ; at the same time I learned that while half a 
dollar w'as the price of a sheep tlfcre, that of an alpaca was a 
dollar, and two dollars that of a full grown llama. 
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In some parts of those vast solitudes between the eastern 
and western Andes, there is no vegetation of any sort, but at 
other places the ichu grows in abundance, and there myriads 
of llamas and alpacas arc seen, thi;iving in their native but 
rigorous climate ; and exhibiting a length of fleece (in some 
cases not shorn for years) which would astonish an English 
wool-stapler. In these deserts water is rarely seen, except at 
some of the halting stations, where a hole dug in the ground 
affords a supply of bad quality. I never saw a llama or an 
alpaca take a drink. 

The price of llamas on the coast of Peru varies at different 
times and places. At Tacna, in 1835, the price was three or 
four dollars, and I never knew more than six dollars being 
paid for those which were shipped for Europe. When we 
consider the expense of conveying these creatures from Peru 
to England, it is obvious that it will not be profitable to ob- 
tain wool from the animals so imported ; and it has been 
already stated, that an attempt to rear them in this country, 
in sufticient numbers, is not likely to succeed. 


On the Existence of raised Beaches in the neighbourhood of St 
Andrews. By R. Chambeus, Esq., E.R.S.E, With a 
Plate. Communicated by the Author.* 

On coming, in May last year, to reside in St Andrews, I 
was much struck at the very first by certain gcognostic fea- 
tures of the environs, of the same character with those re- 
mains of ancient beaches which have excited the attention 
of geologists in other parts of the island, but much more 
distinct than any which I have had an opportunity of seeing. 
Afterwards, as I extended my rambles from St Andrews, I 
was much interested in observing continuations of these re- 
markable phtforms along towards the vale of the Eden, some 
way up that vale, and on the country immediately beyond it. 
It seemed to me that St Andrews presented unusual oppor- 


* Head before the Philosophical Society of St Andrews. 
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tunities for the study of this particular class of geological phe- 
nomena, and that it might be worth while to direct local 
attention to these geognostic features, as many young persons, 
and others who had not given much attention to geology, 
might thus be enabled, air the cost of little more trouble than 
that of a forenoon’s walk, to study what is certainly one of the 
most curious and wonderful results of geological research and 
speculation which have been laid before the public for some 
years. 

The particular superficial feature which first arrested my 
attention in this neighbourhood, was the platform on which 
the town stands, with its smooth continuation Avestwards to 
T-iawpark, and north-westwards to Strathtyrum. The uniform 
linearity of tliis piece of country is such as might strike tlio 
most careless eye. I also observed that, to the south of the 
Kinness Burn, there was a continuation of tliis platform on 
exactly tlie same level — a vale of from an eighth to a quar- 
ter of a mile intervening. It was not long after, that I 
found a narrow stripe of the same platform extending be- 
yond Strathtyrum, towards the Guard Bridge, and traced, 
wliat appeared, its continuation in Leuchars parish, north of 
the Eden. I also could plainly trace, on the ascent towards 
Scooniehill, a second or higher platform, less extensive in all 
respects, but equally linear and level. Finally, 1 have found 
fainter traces of a tliird, and even of a fourth platform, the 
last being the narrow stripe on which Mount Melville House 
and Feddincli Mains are situated. 

To speak particularly of thefirst plateau. It may be described 
as a slope of very slight inclination, rising from the verge of the 
sea between St Nicholas and the Butts, towards Lawpark, and 
extending westwards to the site of Bloomhill and Kincaple. 
The town of St Andrews is situated on the part nearest the 
sea. But for the deep and wide intersection formed by the 
Kinness Burn, and a few similar but smaller intersections,' it 
would have been a still more remarkable tract o^ linearly sur- 
faced ground. The soil, I am told, is generally of a sandy 
character, such as might be expected on a tract like Leith 
Sands, or the West Sands of Sti Andrews, if these beaches 
were to be raised above the sea-level, and* transformed into 
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dry land. It is observable to every eye, that scarcely any 
stones occur throughout this tract : the fields everywhere seem 
composed of a light powdery earth, and the site of the town 
itself is so sandy, that rain never rests on the streets for any 
length of time. 

The second plateau is a comparatively narrow terrace, trace- 
able on the hither face of Scooniehill, and for a considerable 
way to the eastward, generally about a hundred feet above the 
level of the first plateau. I have chiefly observed it opposite 
to the town, but I learn from Mr Duncan, land-surveyor, that 
it is clearly traceable along by llrownhills farm, and iis far 
eastward as his own house at Thornbank, three miles from St 
Andrews. Its western extremity melts into the slope of 
Scooniehill, at a point a little to the westward of Pipeland 
farm-house, which is situated upon it. 

What I think may prove to be a third plateau is the gene- 
rally level piece of ground on which Ballonc and Lumbo 
farm-houses are situated, and which extends a little to the 
eastward of Cairnsmill, overlapping (so to speak) the western 
termination of the second terrace. Cairnsmill is situated in 
a hollow of this plateau, wrouglft by the rivulet which passes 
it on its way to join the Kinness Burn. I have paid less at- 
tention to the fourth plateau, but deem it also tolerably distinct. 
As mentioned before, Mount Melville House and Fcddinch 
Mains farm house are situated upon it. It seems to be less 
elevated above the third than the third is elevated above the 
second, or the second above the first ; but, on this point, 1 
only speak by the vague information of the eye. 

From what I had previously seen of the ancient beach along 
the Firth of Forth, I had, of course, no doubt as to the origi- 
nal character of, at least, the first and second plateau at St 
Andrews ; but, as many here, from unacquaintance with the 
subject, might be unprepared to sec the matter as I saw it, 
and for the sake of accurate information for myself, 1 re- 
solved to have the levels along these beaches taken by an 
unprejudiced and professional hand. Mr Duncan has done 
me this service in a highly satisfactory manner. It must 
here be remarked, that to take these levels is a very deli- 
cate matter, for the plateau is in so many places cut down, 
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or worn away, by rills, that it is difficult to pitch upon spots 
which may be presumed to be near the line of the original sur- 
face. When you stand, indeed, upon the plateau itself, you 
are apt to be confounded by the undulations which you see 
near you, and it is when you take a somewhat distant view 
that the linearity is most striking. There is another offcct 
of time which adds to the confusion, namely, the wearing 
down of the ancient sea-cliffs above and below, which tends 
to give the sectional line only a slight wave in some places. 
It was necessary beforehand to pitch upon places which, at a 
distant view, seemed unworn by the mtei*sccting rills, and to 
follow a line sufficiently distant from the ancient sea cliff, to 
be unaffected by its debris. Mr Duncan did his best to walk 
by these rules ; but he could not be exijccted, in the circum- 
stances, to work out my wishes with perfect exactness. We 
must also be prepared to allow for slight discrepancies, on ac- 
count of presumable slight inequalities in even the original 
line of the ground. Every hero and there, along such an 
esplanade iis the West Sands, we may observe slight swells and 
depressions of the surfficc. Bcsidc.s, an uniform degree of ele- 
vation is not predicated in the csise ; a general linearity with- 
in a considerable space or tract, is what we may say is looked 
for by the geologist. 

The accompanying map (Plate V III.) contains Mr Duncan’s 
marks along the lines of the first and second plateau, namely, 
ten marked levels in the first instance, and nine in the second. 
Begi nning with thedirst plateau at an interesti ng crust of it which 
overhangs the eastern extremity of the East Sands,hegocs west- 
ward in a curving line to the south-east corner of the Strath - 
tyruni policy, near llalgove, giving the following levels in suc- 
cession 60, 62, 651 eSi , 70, 681, 70, 74, 69, 74. The sixth 
of these numbers (68^ feet) is given at the spot where the line 
crosses the Largo road. The eighth of the series (74 feet) is 
given near Lawpark. I may licrc observe, that Mr Duncan 
takes, as a datum line from which to mark his levels, the high- 
water mark, as presumed to bo indicated by tl/b abutment of 
the arch which crosses the Kinness Burn at St Nicholas. Ho 
has also found hy the spirit-level, that the gently sloping table- 
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land behind Easter Kincaple is on the same level with the 
ground immediately south-east of Strathtyrum. Indeed, the 
identity of surface line which exists between Strathtyrum and 
Kincaple is remarkable to the unassisted eye, and forms a 
phenomenon which it would be impossible at present to ac- 
count for otherwise. Mr Duncan’s marks on the second pla- 
teau are equally striking, from not only a uniformity in them- 
selves, but a uniformity in relation to the first plateau. Com- 
mencing here to the eastward of Kingask, and following a 
curving lino westwards to the termination at Pipeland, he 
gives the following series of numbers, expressive of the height 
of the various parts above the present high-water mark : — 
156, 154, 154, 157. 161, 156, 155, 170, 166. The extreme 
variation liere is 14 feet ; that between the first and last num- 
ber only ten, the places pointed to being several miles apart. 
As in the first plateau, the increase of height is towards the 
west or inland. 

Mr Duncan has made some further observations, not by re~ 
gular feve/toy, as in these instances, but by his eye only and by 
the use of the telescopic spirit-level. I here quote from his 
notes : — Taking up the first old beach where we left off near 
St Nicholas, we have first (going eastward) a break of about a 
mile, caused by the steep cliffs and high bold shore under 
Brownhills. Passing, however, a little to the east of Kittoek’s 
Den, we again come upon land exactly suiting our level, and an- 
swering, not only in this particular, but in every other, the cha- 
racter of an old sea-bed. This almost level surface, 1 followed 
out for several miles, with no interruptions but what were 
perfectly explicable. Where I left off, the same gently slop- 
ing land was continued onward, and I have no doubt that it 
would be found to go all the way round above Fife Ness, and 
for a considerable way up the shores of the Firth of Forth. 
The soil, almost everywhere throughout what I have inspected 
of this ancient beach, is of a like nature, being light and dry, 
and full of small shells, and of excellent quality.” 

With respect to the country beyond the Eden, he states as 
follows : Commencing my levelling from what was pointed 

out to me as being nearly about high-water mark, on the 
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Mottrey Burn, at Milton Saw-Mill, I passed by Milton farm- 
house, ascended the hill or steep bank northward, and conti- 
nued along its flattish ridge, as far as the small round hollow 
near its northern extremity. In passing along, I determined 
the elevation of the under-mentioned objects, principally by 
directing the telescopic sight of the spirit-level towards them, 
and making the necessary allowances for dip, &c. This tak- 
ing the height by observation, it may be remarked, cannot be 
depended upon within a few feet : — 

Foot. 

1. Elevation of a rounded bank on the Dundee lload, opposite 

INIilton farm-house, 50 

2. Ground on which Leuchars church stands, ... 65 

3. A flat bank or surface extending from the west end of 

chars village northward, along the left of tlio Jlundee 

Road, 6() to 00 

4. A high flattish bank to the south-west of Milton Saw-Mill, 02 

6. A flattish gently-sloping surfiicc, north-east of Pusk (aver- 

age), CO 

6. Height of Milton farm-bank, near its south end, . . 72 

7. The same, at the north march of the farm, . . . 91" 

Mr Duncan found some other platforms in this neighbour- 
hood, which are generally about 107 feet above the level of 
the sea. This, it will bo observed, does not correspond with 
any beach observable near St Andrews ; but this may he ac- 
counted for in vai’ious ways — ^by none more simple than this, 
that that beach may not be marked in our immediate neigli- 
bourhood. As our second plateaix is not marked on Scoonio- 
Hill, west of Pipeland, so may this not have been marked in 
that situation at all. The other elevations enumerated by 
Mr Duncan, correspond strikingly with tliose of our first pla- 
teau. The remarkable-looking mound on wliich heuchars 
kirk stands, is composed of gravel and other soa-deposited 
materials. It is clearly a fragment of the last sca-bed, left 
by accidental causes. Mr Fraser, in his Map of Fife, gives 
its height as 67 feet, which is just about that of a large part 
of the platform on which St Andrews is situated. The linea- 
rity of the surfaces enumerated by Mr Duncan in tlie Lcuchai-s 
district, is extremely striking ; and from that place, the lines 
formed by our own second, thirdfand fourth terraces, are seen 
with tlie greatest distinctness. 
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J^J)I)lying the theory of upheaving forces to our vicinage, 
we must presume, that at one time — a time early as compared 
with our historical retrospect, but late in geological clirono- 
logy — certainly later than any of the trap disturbances, or 
even the ago of the diluvium — oniy the toi)S of some of the 
neighbouring hills were above the surfaee of the sea. The 
sea then closely surrounded the heights on which Scoonie- 
llill farm-hotisc and Feddinch House are situated, and the 
Drumcarrie Hill. It was at that time that the platform on 
which Mount Melville house and Feddinch Mains stand, was 
formed. An upheaval, to an extent which I am not able at 
present to specify, raised a larger portion of the slopes of 
those and other heights into the air, and then began the for- 
mation of the second platform — that on which Pipeland and 
Old Orange are situated. Another upheaval, of about 100 
feet, extended the bounds of dry-land still farther, and then 
began the formation of what I have called the first or great 
plateau. This may be presumed to have been, in our locality, 
an extensive sandy-beach, much like that now existing at 
Leith. The ti<lc must have every day risen and fallen at 
least a mile, namely, along the* ground now covered by the 
town, and up to the site of Lawpark Cottage, where the traces 
of the beach terminate in that direction. Afterwards an up- 
heaval of about GO feet must have taken place, leaving land 
and sea in what, generally spesiking, may be called their pre- 
sent relative situations. The last beach was now dry land. 
At the site of the town and to the eastward, the ocean rested 
upon the upturned edges of ascrie.s of the lower carboniferous 
strata, which, in time, it seems to have cut down into the pre- 
sctit beach and overhanging clifl’s. To the westward of the 
.site of the town, where those sandstone strata ceased to ap- 
pear, the sea rested against a bank of clay, which it, in like 
manner, cut in upon ; this is the bank which now sweeps 
roitnd from Pilmour Row, by Strathtyrum, and along under 
Bloomhill and Kincaple, to the Eden. At the one place, 
thei’e was a promontory ; at'thc other, a bay. But as the 
rocks were worn down at the one place, the bay was filled up 
with sand at the other. effect the waves and winds 
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would conspire to bring about. We must not, tbereforc, be 
surprised to find the Links of St Andrews, and the whole 
ground under the Strathtyrum bank, several feet above the 
level of the sea. The whole of that land is one mass of sand, 
the lower part of which is probably of aqueous deposition, 
while the upper part is evidently an accumulation effected by 
high winds blowing from the sea, after the manner of many 
similar accumulations in other parts of the world, aided, per- 
haps, by occasional tides of abnormal height. Towards the 
mouth of the Eden, another cause comes in to help this for- 
mation, namely, the silt brought down by the river. Tlie 
Tents’ Muir, to the north of the mouth of the lildcn, is an ac- 
cumulation chiefly of wind-blown sand, like the Pilmour or St 
Andrews Links. 

Both the beaches and cliffs have here, .as usual, been 
much cut by water-courses. We have a cut on each side of 
Mr Browti’s house of Grange, one on each side of Pipeland 
farmhouse, a great one in the line of the Kinness Burn, and 
several others. The vale of the Kinness Buim, below Law- 
p.ark, has all, of course, been formed since the last upheaval, 
and it is easy to sec why it has taken the direction which we 
find it has taken. The spot at Lawpark has been the bottom 
or terminating point of a small bay, where the rivulet was 
origiiiiilly received. The direction of this bay was towards 
St Nicolas, or the site of the present harbour ; that Ls to say, 
a line between these two points ran over a somewhat lower 
part of the beach than the rest. Along this line, the rivulet 
would proceed at the ebb of tide. After the upheaval it would 
begin to cut down into its origiiml sandy channel ; and this 
process would be continued till, with its small acces.sories, it 
had carved out the present little vale between the site of the 
town and the opposite bank, nearly (in* some places) a quar- 
ter of a mile distant. But for the formation of this vale, and 
the rearing of the town, we should have had at this place a 
piece of ancient beach clearly pereci»tible to the eye, of an 
extent which I have never seen equalled. 

The apparatus brought before the society in connection 
with this paper, is an humble attempt of my own to illustrate 
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sensibly the uplieaving power and its effects. A model in 
putty of the country near St Andrews, is formed upon a flat 
plate of iron, which is suspended in a trough partially filled 
with water, so as to leave the supposed Mount Melville beach 
on a level with the surface of the water. By mechanism, the 
plate can be raised till the third beach is brought to the same 
level, next the second, afterwards the first ; and, finally, by a 
further elevation, land and sea are shewn in their present re- 
lative situations, excepting that I have represented, as already 
formed, that sandy embankment which now keeps the sea 
most part of a mile away from the Strathtyrura bank. 


Brief remarks on the Expediency of Forming Harbours of Fe- 
fuge on the East Coast of Scotland, between the Moray Firth 
and the Firth of ForthJ^ By John Fleming, D. D., Pro- 
fessor of Natural Philosophy, King’s College, Aberdeen, 
F.K.S.K., Member of Wernerian Society, &e. Communi- 
cated by the Author. 

The subject of the following observations appears to be well 
calculated to command public {ittention, whether wc consider 
the amount of human life, or the value of commercial property 
at stake. That no public enquiry should have been instituted 
respecting the exposed state of the East Coast of Scotland, 
with a view to the formation of Harmours of Refuge, when 
it was granted elsewhere, may seem inexplicable, unless we 
bear in mind that lamentable apathy exhibited by our repre- 
sentatives in Parliament, wherever Scottish interests of a 
general character are concerned. 

The necessity which arises for the construction of harbours 
of refuge, involves the consideration of the defects of the ex- 
i.sting harbours, which have been so long resorted to, and which 
at ,0110 period of our trade might have been deemed sufficient 
for every ordinaiy purpose. But to comprehend the true 


* The substance of the remarks on llarbours of Uofugo, was communicated 
to the Aberdeen riiilosuphical Society, at their first meeting, February 7. 
1840. 
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character of these defects, it is necessary to advert, however 
briefly, to a few elementary truths of physical geography, 
which may not perhaps be generally attended to, although 
highly illustrative of the subject. 

When wo examine a Valley of any extent with the eye of 
a geologist, we shall generally find that the rocks which ex- 
ist in the trough, are softer and more easily acted upon than 
those which form the bounding ridges. Interspersed portions 
of harder rock may be occasionally found among the softer 
materials, but those will merely cause inequalities in the 
valley, and mark, by their elevation, the resistance which has 
been offered to the disintegrating forces which have reduced 
the contiguous portions to a lower level. 

When we examine a Bay, or indentation on the coast, we 
generally find analogous appearances. The softer beds have 
been acted upon, broken up, and removed by the action of the 
ripple or wind-waves; while the harder materials remain and 
constitute those promontories or nesses^ which form the lateral 
limits of the recess or creek, l^ven in the bay, as in the 
valley, certain portions of harder rock may have existed, and 
sucli will usually be preserved as islets or skerries, to mark 
the abrasion which has taken place around. 

If, then, the softness of tho strata be the primary condition 
whicli gives rise to valleys and bays, wo may expect to find 
in general a valley, on reaching the sea-shore, terminating in 
a bay, Avhile a bay will be a tolerably sure indication of a 
landward valley. Several rather interesting oxami)los, in il- 
lustration of these statements, may be observed in this imme- 
diate neighbourhood. 

The bay of Aberdeen, with its lateral nesses of gneiss, 
seems to have been excavated in a deposit of old red sand-, 
stone, several patches of which occur in the neighbourhood, 
and attest its former more extended distribution. The 
bay of Nigg, with similar lateral nessesy ap2)ears to have been 
produced by tho yielding of soft strata of mica-slate. The 
bay of Stonehaven has been excavated in comimratively soft 
strata of grey sandstone, with its northern ness of compact 
mica-slate, and its southern nyss of old red sandstone con- 
glomerate. To the south of Stonehaveir, and in the neigh- 
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honrhood of the ancient and celebrated Dunottar Castle, 
si^vcral small bays may be observed, deriving their origin 
Iroin tlic beds of soft grey sandstone which alternate with the 
conglomerate, and the latter being less destructible by the 
action of the sea, forms the bounding nesses, aided in a few 
I daces by amygdaloid or porphyry. In general, indeed, it will 
he found that the observer of nature can seldom traverse any 
c<*nsiderabic portion of the coast without, here and there, 
meeting v/ith sandy beaches, at the margin of bays, where all 
ti’acos of tlie ro(dv have disappeared, and he may consider 
himself fortunate if he succeed in detecting the solid materials 
ho ij searching after, at low water-mark, or in some inland 
r:ivinc. 

'I'he valleys necessarily form the recipients of the rain water, 
and constitute river basins; and the rivers thus formed by 
them, and flowing through them, serve, in turn, to augment 
their capacity, by carrying to a lower level the disintegrated 
materials which have been produced by atmospheric influence. 
These materials become accumulated at the junction of the 
river with the sea, and constitute, in certain cases, those dvHas 
which frequently occasion a subdivision of the main stream. 

The disintegrated materials of the bay, associated in some 
places with those of Iho valley, and which usually consist of sand 
and gravel, are employed in forming the sca-bcach. The irregu- 
lar but almost constant action of the ripple or wind-waves, 
j)roduces a uniform distribution of these materials, and as cer- 
tainly restores the broach which disturbing causes may have 
produced in its continuity. 

These materials, thus exposed to a ripple action variable in 
its intensity and direction, are usually arrested in their pro- 
^ gross by the nesacs which limit the bays, so that the character 
of the beaches of two cortiguous bays may differ considerably 
from each other. The beach of Aberdeen bay, e,g ^ is sandy, 
while that of the neighbouring bay of Nigg consists of very 
coarse gravel. 

When a river, on Its way to the sea, reaches a bay with its 
margin constituted as we have been describing, it has to 
malnluin a constant warfare with this tendency to continuity 
of the sand and pebbles of the beach. If, during a flood, tlie 
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river has succeeded in forcing a passage, and in making fop 
itself a channel towards low water-mark, this new course be- 
comes exposed to ripple action, and will be speedily obliterated 
to a certain extent, whenever the quantity and velocity of the 
water become reduced. This is strikingly illustrated in the 
condition of many of the rivulets which empty themselves into 
the bay of Aberdeen, to the north of the river Don, and may 
be observed with but little modification in the Don itself. 

In general, therefore, it will be found, that when a river, after 
traversing a valley, falls into a bay of the sea having its shore 
covered with moveable materials, it has to contend with this 
character of the beach, to have its contents continuously dis- 
tributed, and hence a bar must be formed of the materials 
carried iiito deeper water, while its distance from the shore 
will depend on the weakness or strength of the stream, and 
its shape be modiiied by the currents of the passing tides. 

The banks of rivers invite the settlement of a population, 
from the superior fertility of the soil in the neighbourhood, 
the accompanying shelter, and the supply of water for personal 
and domestic purposes. Hence the early peopling of the banks 
of rivers. 

The mouths of rivers were first selected as harbours by the 
neighbouring population, being in some measure ready^madOf 
contiguous to the most fertile spots, and sufficiently convenient 
for all the ordinary purposes of a local and limited trade. But, 
in an expanded state of maritime enterprize, they exhibit de- 
fects of no ordinary'magnitudc, such indeed as would justify 
us in considering a river as a nuisance rather than a benefit 
to a harbour.* 

The bars of sand or shingle, to which we have referred, pro- 
duce shallow water at the entrance, and prevent the shipping 
from passing and repassing, with equal fiicility, at all times of 
the tide. The river, too, in the state of flood, passes out to 


* The opinion hero expressed receives a practical illustr.-^tion from Iho 
harbour of Leith, originally selected, from being* the mouth of tho water of 
Leith. Its inconveniences for modem traffic led to tho erection of tho 
Nowhaven Pier; then tho Chain-Pier; and, lubtly, to tho magnificent har- 
bour of Granton, — excellent, because %Mont a river, and destined at no 
distant period to become tho Port of Edinburgli, 
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sea with a velocity which few commanders of vessels, for ob- 
vious reasons, care to take advantage of even when the current 
is in their favour ; and when the current is in opposition, it pre- 
vents vessels from entering the harbour in states of weather 
when property and life are in jeopardy. 

In the range of coast which we have at present chiefly in 
view, viz., from tlie Moray Frith to the Frith of Forth, there 
is not a single harbour which can be taken at all times of tide. 
Some have no obstacles, such as bars or river-floods, charac- 
ters which destroy tlie value of Aberdeen, Montrose, and Dun- 
dee, as harbours of refuge. But, in the absence of these evils, 
the remaining harbours become dry, or nearly so, at low water ; 
and, consequently, can only be approached towards high wa- 
ter. In such circumstances are the tide-harbours of Peter- 
head, Stonehaven, Aberbrothick, tmd St Andrews. 

Should a sailing vessel be overtaken by an easterly gale, 
when off the intermediate part of the coast, between Fifeness 
and Kinnaird’s Head, her situation would be dangerous in the 
extreme. In but few cases could the tide harbours and those 
having bai's, or under the influence of floods, be approached 
with any prospect of safety. She must either stand out to 
sea or bear away, if practicable, for Cromarty Bay or the Frith 
of Forth. If her course be northward, she has to dread the 
possibility of being unable to weather Kinnaird’s Head, as the 
turning point of the Moray Frith ; or if she steer for the south, 
she has Fifeness as the turning point of the Forth to weather. 
Should a failure at either of these point§ take place, very little 
chance would be left of saving either li^c or property.* 

When we consider the vast amount of shipping, at all sea- 
sons of the year, frequenting the coast referred to, and keep- 
ing in view, that in its whole extent of upwards of a hundred 
miles there is not a single harbour of refuge, the expediency 
of directing public attention to so great a defect, must at once 
|)e obvious. Besides, it deserves to be kept in view, that, in 


♦ Even steamers are not exempt from the evil above referred to. The 
London Steamer, which last w'oek should have delivered her goods and 
passengers at Aberdeen on Tuesday morning (February 21st), was obliged 
by the easterly gale to seek for^sheltcr in the Frith of Forth, and could not 
enter her port until Friday morning (February 24tli.) 
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this locality, vessels are exposed to encountering a sea and 
tide (to use an expression of a committee appointed by the In- 
corporation of Traders in Leith, relative to the expediency of 
erecting a light-house on the Bell-Rock), surpassed in few 
places on the globe.’’* The truth here stated is too fully cor- 
roborated by the shipwrecks which ever and anon are occur- 
ring on tlio portion of the coast referred to, whereby a con- 
siderable amount of life and property is annually sacrificed, 
which the existence of suitable harbours of refuge might great- 
ly reduce. 

It is true, that the erection of light-houses on the different 
parts of the coast under consideration, from their sites being ju- 
diciously selected, and all their arrangements satisfactorily re- 
gulated, has furnished to the shipping an important amount 
of security. But, in its character, this security is essentially 
different from that which a harbour of refuge would afford. 
The former merely enables the mariner to ascertain his posi- 
tion or his danger, the latter receives him into safety. Se- 
parately, each has its excellencies, but when conjoined, then 
only is the maximum of protection furnished to the seaman. 

The questions respecting the suitable positions, forms, and 
materials of the harbours of refuge, cannot, in the present 
state of our information, be expected to receive a satisfactory 
reply. We take it for granted that the object in view can 
only be accomplished by means of a breakwater^ protecting a 
bay or convenient portion of the coast from the fury of the 
waves, and permitting vessels to ride at anchor therein, with- 
out strain on their cables, and in comparatively still water. 
It may also be assumed that the materials for the construction 
of the breakwater must be stems. Logs of timber, it is true, 
have been proposed as suitable materials for the construction 
of breakwaters, and their claims on this score have met in some 
quarters with considerable favour. But although Whitens Breaks 
water, and all its subsequent modifications, may be advanta- 
geously employed for a few months^ to shelter bathing ground, 
or protect a fishing-station ; yet the perishable character of the 
timber, in sea-water, must not be forgotten, when the import- 


• Stevenson's Account of the Bill-Rock LigUt-houso, p. 06. 
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r.nce of the permanency and stability of a breakwater are 
duly considered. The little crustacean, termed lAmnoria 
terebrans, which feeds on timber in the sea, and propagates 
w'th amazing rapidity, would prove a foe to breakwaters of 
such materials, and render their maintenance troublesome, 
j-rccarious, and expensive. Stones, therefore, must be em- 
jiloyed as the material in the construction of the breakwater ; 
and fortunately blocks of sufficient magnitude and durability 
are not wanting at various places of the coast. 

The best positions for harbours of refuge could be ascer- 
tained, with the greatest certainty, by an examination of those 
mariners who have been accustomed to navigate the coast, 
and who are, in consequence, familiarly acquainted with the 
dangerous winds, the sets of the tides, and the depths of water. 

Towards the turning point of the Moray Frith, a situation 
occurs in many respects excellent for the formation of a har- 
bour of refuge, viz. Sandford Bay, bounded on the north by 
Peterhead, and on the south by Buchanness. Hero, by means 
of a breakwater, this Bay, which possesses excellent anchor- 
age ground, with sufficient depth of water, and affords in its 
I»resent state a great amount of protection against westerly 
gales, could be made a haven of security equally convenient both 
for size and proximity to the ship-stores of Peterhead. Ma- 
terials well adapted for the construction of a breakwater are 
abundant in the neighbourhood, and the lighthouse on the 
south side of the bay at Buchanness, would furnish satisfactory 
directions to the mariner running to it for shelter. There are 
here no shifting sands to contend against, although an objec- 
ti«>n may be urged against the locality, as too near the turning 
point into the Moray Frith. 

The Bay of Aberdeen offers apparently but few conve- 
nienees for the construction of a harbour of refuge. The quan- 
tity of shifting sand ranging along the coast from Slains on 
the north, to Girdlcness on the south side, would form obstacles 
which, probably, no arrangement of walls could prevent from 
accumulating- injuriously. 

The Bay of Nigg, immediately to the south of Aberdeen 
bay, seems to possess several advantages. It is not incom- 
moded with moveable sands^ has abnudant materials for the 
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construction of the breakwater in the immediate neighboiii'- 
hood, and possesses a lighthouse on its northern ness- J3c- 
sides, vessels finding shelter in this locality could readily ob- 
tain from Aberdeen a supply of stores, or be taken to the har- 
bour by the steam-tug, to receive the necessary repairs. But 
it may be added, that the bay itself is rather limited, and tli .‘ 
depth of water, perhaps, not altogether suitable for vessels of 
great draught. 

The forms of the bays of Stonehaven, Bervie, and Mon- 
trose, do not seem peculiai'ly adapted for the purpose in view. 
Lunan Bay, on the other hand, may lay claim to some consi- 
deration. In westerly gales, its south side affords anchorage 
and shelter for small craft ; but when the wind is easterly, it 
is exposed to a heavy sea, and its sandy beach has been the 
grave of many seamen. 

If now we pass over Aberbrothick, which docs not hold out 
any advantages, the coast exhibits nothing but moveable san^l 
onwards to St Andrews. Here a rocky coast commences, ex - 
tending to Fifeness, and might probably furnish in some spot 
a site for a harbour. But in such a locality the harbour 
would bo close to the turning point into the Frith of Forth, 
and might be speedily injured by shifting sands. 

There would be little difficulty, even in the absence of a 
survey executed for the specific object, in making a tolerably 
close approximation to the best sites for harbours of refuge, 
if the sea-charts were constructed as they ought to be. But, 
alas ! those in use, at present, are not fitted to convey the re- 
quisite information respecting the depth of water, or the pre- 
vailing currents, and can scarcely be considered adequate for 
the ordinary purposes of navigation ; nor have we a near pros- 
.pect of getting our condition bettered.^ True it is, that suit- 
able materials for the purpose are known to exist ; but these 
arc withheld from the public, and will probably continue to 
be so, unless the public voice demands their production. A 
Government survey of the east coast of Scotlanchhas been in 
progress during the extended period of the last score of years. 
This survey is understood to have been completed northwards 
to the Pcntland Frith. The instAiments furnished have been 
of the best construction, and entrusted to individuals qualified 
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to use them with success ; and I have been informed by com- 
petent judges, that the observations and drawings which have 
been produced, possess uncommon merit. Yet have the Lords 
Commissioners of the Admiralty hitherto kept the produce of 
so much expense and labour in their repositories, regardless 
alike of the interests of the shipowners and of science. Like 
other public boards, in the absence of a little pressure from 
without on the subject, they have become inactive ; while a 
share of the reproach ought probably to attach to the cor- 
porations of the shipping ports of the east of Scotland, who 
have witnessed the survey proceeding, and have failed to en- 
quire after the results. Let the magistrates of the bui'ghs and 
sea-ports interested, bestir themselves, and accurate trust- 
worthy charts would soon be accessible to the mariner, an 
additional protection furnished to life and property, and the 
limits of physical geography greatly extended. 

Having referred to the inactivity of the Lords Commission- 
ers of the Admiralty, in not providing accurate charts for the 
east coast of Scotland, even after excellent materials have 
been procured, 1 shall close this communication by a few re- 
marks on the “ time of high Avater on the full and ehango 
of the moon,” at different places on the said coast, as given 
in the Nautical Almanack for the year 1843, p. 556. 

As the Zetland Islands are in some degree Avithout the limits 
to Avhich the preceding remarks apply, avc shall merely ob- 
serve that the time of high water at Scalloway (introduced 
into the Almanack for the first time in 1841) is made to agree 
with Balta in Unst, nearly thirty miles to the north of it, both 
being marked 45"*. When the direction of the flood-tide 
is considered, the more Avesterly position of Scalloway will not 
explain the coincidence in apparent time. Hut hoAV shall 
wc account for the entries relating to “ Brassa Sound,” and 
“ Lerwick harbour,” the former having its high water assigned 
at 10^ the latter. 10^ 30”'! How few who have paid any at- 
tention to the harbours of the coast, are ignorant that Brassa 
Sound’’ is “ Lerwick Harbour,” and that the two names deno- 
minate the same commodious haven ! 

In approaching nearer the scene to Avhich our remarks have 
a more immediate reference, the “ Orkney Isles” have a place 
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in the tide-table, the time of high water being 10^ 30“ and 
then, strange to observe, Cairston’’ and “ Stromness” in the 
Orkneys” have each their time of tide set down at 9'^. 

The time of high water of the “ Pentland Frith” is stated 
at 10^ 30*“, while ** Duncansby Head,” the prominent easter- 
ly shoulder of the Frith, has its time of high water set down 
at 8^ 15“. 

Passing southwards we find “ Peterhead” inserted for the 
first time in the Almanack in 1839, having its time of high 
water 0^* 45*", while “ Buchanness’* is recorded, as of old, at 
12‘". A difference of 45*** in the time of tide between two 
places not a couple of miles apart, and the one situate farthest 
to the north, whence the flood-tide proceeds, receiving it later, 
may well excite some degree of surprise. 

The port of Aberdeen has evidently attracted considerable 
notice. In 1839 the time of high water Avas changed from 
its ancient period of O’* 45*** to 1’* 12"*, and in 1841 reduced 
by 1***, and now appears as 1^ 11***. 

Proceeding southwards along the coast, wo find by the 
table the time of high water stated as the same for “ Mon- 
trose*’ and “ Tay Bar,” viz. 1’* 45***. The distance between 
the two places, in the direction of the flood-tide, being about 
eighteen miles, and the latter being, in time, behind , the for- 
mer less than one minute, we should have here, on the sup- 
position that the entries in the table are correct, a velocity of 
tidal wave at this part of the coast, greater than any known 
tidal velocity on the globe, and about thirty-six times greater 
than its ordinary velocity in the Oermau Ocean in the neigh- 
bourhood, which is stated by good authority to be about thirty 
miles an hour, although there is an authority which fixes its 
rate at sixty miles. 

High water at “ Dundee” is stated *at 2’* 22***, or 37*** later 
than “ Tay Bar.” Taking into account the westerly position 
of Dundee, the difference will be nearly 38***. If we consider 
the distance between the two places as little^more than a 
dozen of miles, we shall here have an example of retardation^ 
compared with the former acceleration of the tidal-wave, ofr 
truly unlookcd for extent, even keeping in^ view the influence 
of depth of bottom. 

High* water at “ Leith” is likewise stated as 37“ later than 
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at “TayBar;” now the total difference in time from the po- 
sition of Leith would not reach 39™, while the distance is 
about forty miles. This would make the velocity of the tidal- 
wave from Tay Bar’* to Leith, compared with its velocity 
from “ Tay Bar” to “ Dundee,” nearly as three to one, and 
the former more than double its ordinary velocity in the Ger- 
man Ocean. 

As all the Estahliehments of the Ports, in the table, are set 
down to apparent time, and the actual times of high water when 
the moon passes the meridian at the same time as the sun, it is 
probablethat, in the reduction, errors may have been introduced 
rather than corrected, from the state of the data, and that the 
angular distance of the moon from the sun at the times of obser- 
vation, may have been overlooked. But some of the anomalies 
which have been pointed out, in all probability arise from the 
different standards employed for determining high water, 
known to be in use. Thus we have the time of high water 
marked by one observer, when the tide-wave has reached its 
highest elevation, by another Avhen slack tide occurs, and by a 
third when the reverse current begins to prevail. There is no- 
thing, however, in the table to indicate the employment of a 
common standard. In illustration of tlie inHuence wliieli a 
variable standard may exercise on the time of tide, I may re- 
fer to that excellent hydrographer, Mackenzie, who, in refer- 
ence to the Pentland Frith, says, “ On the shore of Swoiui, it 
flows till lialf-past nine on the east side, and till ten on the 
west side, on the days of new and full moon. In the middle 
of the Pentland Frith it is still or slack water, on the change 
days at half-past eleven, but the tide docs not turn till 
twelve.** 

Now, whatever be the cause of the anomalies thus apparent 
in the tide-table of the' Nautical Almanack, it is surely of im- 
portance, for the credit of such a national work, that the en- 
tries which it contains should be accurate and intelligible, or 
that no tide-table of doubtful character should have a place 
there. 

I should be sorry if these remarks on the charts and tide- 
table of the east coast of Scotland, even although not re- 
motely connected with the object in view, led the mind of the 
reader away from contemplating the necessity of establishing 



Y)TV^it\io\SX onthe Formation of the Diamond. 317 

Harbours op Refuge. This is, indeed, a subject which the 
shipping interest, and the friends of humanity, are equally 
bound to bring under the notice and favourable consideration 
of the British public, and it will be to me a source (»f pure en- 
joyment if the preceding* remarks tend in any degree to the 
accomplishment of an end in so many respects desirable. 

John Fleming. 


Kino’s College, Aberdeen, 
March 2. 1043. 


On the Formation of the Diamond. By Dr Alexander 
Petzholdt, of Dresden. 

Notwithstanding the great diversity of opinion expressed 
by autliors regarding the mode of formation of the diamond, 
yet all the different views entertained may be included under 
two principal divisions, viz., those which suppose that it is the 
direct product of the action of heat on carbonic acid or car- 
bon, and others which support the idea of its being the result 
of the slow decomposition of plants. It may not be out of place 
to give a brief account of the most important of these views, 
previous to communicating iny own observations. 

While Leonhard* asks, if we may not believe that the origin 
of diamonds is to bo ascribed to carbonaceous sublimations 
from the interior of the earth, a question whidi must, on che- 
mical grounds, be answered decidedly in the negative, because 
carbon is not in the slightest degree volatile ; Parrott reganks 
diamoiids as products of volcanic action, as the result of the 
operation of the heat on small fragments of carbon. Piiprott 
was first of all led to this view, by his minute examination 


* Leonhard’s Popnldrizclte VorUsxmjen^ vol. iii. p. 49a, 

t PariDt’s Notice sur Ics diamans de Vthiral^ in the Mtuvoifcz de VAcndonxc 
ImjK'riale des Sciences de St Petfrshivrg, Scrie diridme. Sciences Mnthc- 
matignes, tom. i., p. 32. lie says, ** Diamonds are the products of vol- 
canic action exercised on small portions of carbon, or on a substance com- 
posed of much carbon and very little hytliogcn.” Sep also Lconliard’s Jahr- 
huch, 1033, p. 541, where portions of Parrot’s Memoir ore publibhod. 
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of Eussian diamonds, in the course of which he came to the 
opinion, that the only way of explaining certain structural 
phenomena, such as cracks and flaws in the interior, and a 
scaly appearance on the external surface, combined with black 
structureless included portions of matter supposed to be car- 
bon, was to assume that a strong red heat had fused the car- 
bon, and that, in consequence of subsequent rapid cooling, the 
cracks in the interior, and, owing to the separation of indi- 
vidual pieces from the outer surface, the scaly structure, were 
produced.* The black masses recognisable in the interior are 
consequently imperfectly fused, condensed, or crystallized car- 
bon. Now, although it cannot be denied that, as regards the 
Russian diamonds, there is some probability for the supposed 
mode of formation, because geognostical investigations have 
proved the vicinity of dolomite, a rock whose origin is gene- 
rally believed to be connected with volcanic action, and have 
shewn the probability of the diamonds having been transported 
by water, from their original matrix in that substance, to their 
present situation, not to take into consideration the circum- 
stance that, according to my own investigations, no well-found- 
ed objection can be made to the possibility of a fusion (softening, 
liquefaction) of vegetable carbon under certain circumstances; 
yet, nevertheless, much jnay be urged in opposition to Parrot’s 
view. First of all, no signs of volcanic activity are to be met 
with in the dianioiid districts of other countries, althoiigli, in 
tlic diamonds produced by them, the same cracks, flaws, and 
other peculiarities of structure arc equally observable ; hence, 
a different mode of origin must, at all events, be assigned to 
the non-Russian diamonds. Secondly, no diamonds have been 
foqjiid actually embedded in the dolomite of the Adolphskoi 
valley. Thirdly, the presence of internal flaws and cracks, 
and of the scaly structure of the exterior, by no means neces- 
sarily involves the assumption of great heat and subsequent 
rapid cooling in the formation of diamonds ; and we may more 


* See PetzhAdVs Erdhmde (Geologic). Lcipsic, 1840, p. 189; Pctzholdt^ 
dc Calamitis ct Lithant/iracibiis. Dresdac et lApsiae, 1841, p. 31 ; and Petz~ 
holdty iibgr Kulaniiteii iind Stcinkohlenbildung, Dresden and Lcipsic, 1841, 
p. 27. 
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naturally ascribe the cracks, &c., to the blows received during 
the transport of so hard and brittle a substance as diamond, 
and the external scaling off is solely owing to imperfect crys- 
tallization, for the instances of it I have seen have always been 
in the modified crystalline forms of the diamond (to which all 
the Russian specimens examined by Parrot belong), and never 
in the simple octahedrons. 

GobePs* * * § view of the origin of the diamond is, it is true, 
supported by chemistry, in so far that carbon can be obtained 
from carbonic acid at a high temperature, by means of the 
action of reducing substances, such as magnesium, calcium, 
aluminium, silicium, or iron, and a direct experiment of mine 
regarding the power of iron to reduce carbonic acid is also 
in its favour;t but the geognostical relations in which diamonds 
are found, by no means confirm this opinion ; for wo either 
find no phenomena whatever connected with the occurrence 
of the diamond, Avhich indicate so high a temperature as would 
be requisite for the decomposition of carbonic acid, or where 
such present themselves, as in the case of the dolomite of the 
Ural, diamonds have not actually been found in the rock. We 
have not taken the fact into consideration, that when carbon 
is separated from its combinations, as from carbonic acid, it is 
always obtained in the form of a black powder. J 

Lastly, the oi)inion expressed by llausmann§ must not he 
passed over in silence, as it is the view entertained by so com- 
potent a judge. /Vecording to him, electricity lias operated 
in tlie formation of diamonds, and that by lightning decom- 
posing carbonic acid ; and the argument for this is, that, ac- 
cording to the assertion of the oldest diamond seekers, fulgu- 
rites or lightning tubes are most frequently met with ^'^ero 
the diamonds arc most numerous, l^iough we should assent 
to the possibility of such a decomposition under certain cir- 
cumstances, yet we cannot regard as at all admissible^ the 


* Englehardt’s Lagerstatte dcr Diamanten, &c. ; the chomical portion of 
that essay was edited by Gdbel, and an extract from it is publislicil in Pog- 
gendorif’s 1830, Yol. xx., p. 530. • 

t Sco Petzho hit's Erdknnde (Geolog it), p. 133. 

i Soo Erdmann's Chemie, 1840, p. 133. 

§ Ersih and Gruber, Allgemcinc Encgdopddic, article " Dlamant'' 
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formation of the crystal from the separated carbon during the 
short continuance of the electrical action of lightning. The 
formation of a crystal undoubtedly requires infinitely more 
time than could bo afforded during a flash of lightning, and 
there is not a single instance known of a body crystallizing 
suddenly during the continuance of an electric spark. 

With regard to the scries of opinions according to which 
the diamond is of vegetable origin, it seems proper to place at 
their head that of Newton, because, so far as I am aware, it is 
the oldest, and is at the same time extremely acute. From 
the great refractive power of the diamond, he concluded it to 
be a coagulated fatty or unctuous body,* and this idea was 
started at a time when nothing was known of the chemical 
constitution, or as to the combustibility of the diamond. This, 
then, was the first hint of its vegetable origin. Jamesont 
spoke more decidedly on the vegetable origin of the diamond ; 
for he expressed the opinion, that it must have been separat- 
ed, as a form of pure carbon, from tlio sap of some plant, just 
as silica, in the form of tabasheer, is deposited in the joints of 
the bamboo and other plants. He adduced, as another proof of 
his opinion, the remarkable hardness of some woods, as, for 
example, the ^Ictrosideros vera and others, which he ascribed 
to carbon approaching the condition of the diamond. Lastly, 
Hrewster adliered to the hypothesis of the vegetable origin of 
the diamond, and tliought he was enabled to conclude, from 
its polarising properties,! that it must at one period have been 
in a soft or pasty condition, but in no degree a product of fire. 
He further asserted that the former softness of the diamond 
must have approached most nearly that of hardened gum, and 
that, like an\ber, the diamond must have had its origin in the 
" » table kingdom, and been the result of decomposition. The 


^ Murray's Memoir on tlio Diamond, p. 13 ; and Froriep’s Notizen^ vol, 
xvi. No. 22, March 1027. 

t Jameson’s Speculations in regard to tho Formation of Opal, Woodstonc, 
and Ditimond, in tlio Memoirs of tho Wernerian Society of Edinburgh, vol. 
iv. p. 650, and translated in Froriop’s Sotizcii, vol. xvi. No. 22. 

} Quarterly Journal of Science, Oct. 1820. Froriep’s vol. xvi. 

No. 22. Philosophical M:igazine, 3& Series, vol. vii. p. 240. Poggendorff, 
vol. xxx\i. p. 06*4. Leonhard’s Jakrbuch dcr Miiwralogic^ 1834, p. 220. 
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crystalline structure of diamonds docs not militate against this 
conclusion ; for honeystone is regularly crystallized, although 
it is undoubtedly of vegetable derivation, as is proved not only 
by its chemical composition, but also by its mode of occur- 
rence. , 

Lastly, we now arrive at our own view of the formation of 
the diamond, and it coincides completely with that of New- 
ton, Jameson, and Brewster; but we base it neither on its 
strong refractive power, nor on the great hardness which the 
carbon has acquired in the diamond, nor on its polarising pro- 
perties, for we are supported by entirely different considera- 
tions. We believe that, according to the present state of our 
knowledge, the diamond is a product of the newest geological 
period, resulting from the slow decomposition of a vegetable 
substance. Let us now shortly adduce the proofs of this 
opinion. 

That the diamond must be a product of the youngest geolo- 
gical epoch, of the so-called historical epoch* in a geological 
sense, appears from the fact, that hitherto it has only been 
met with in stony deposits, which decidedly belong to the 
youngest formations, as 1 have more fully stated in another 
place. Its primary repositories, that isTto say the places where 
it was formed, cannot be very different nor very remote from 
its secondary repositories, that is, from those places where we 
now meet with it ; and all the mineral bodies which wo are 
in the habit of regarding as the more or less constant disso- 
ciates of the diamond in diamond sands, arc merely accidental, 
if I may so express myself. There is not tfic slightest reason 
for assuming that the formation of the gold or platina, &c., 
stands in any nearer connection with the diamond, for platina 
and gold are found in many localities without diamonds, Tlircfi 
bodies were either atthe locality when the diamond was formed, 
or they were transported along with that substance by water. 
And although it cannot be denied in regard to some of tlio 
other ingredients of the diamond-sand, such as some of the 
minerals belonging to the quartz genus, viz., quarA, calccdony, 
and hornstonc, and also brown ironstone, that they were formed 


* retzholdt’s Eidkundc {Oeologie)^ p' 87. 
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contemporaneously (in a geological sense) with the diaihond ; 
yet this circumstance by no means tends to support the idea 
of any sort of connection between their formation and that of 
the diamond, because the recent formation of these bodies can 
be observed every where, and where no diamonds are to be 
met with. The association of all these substances, wliich we 
have termed accidental, is merely caused by the geognostical 
constitution of the district through which the river-course of 
the present day extends, by the nature of that course itself, 
by specific gravity, and by many other circumstances having 
not the smallest concern with the formation of the diamond. 
The strongest proof, however, of the recent origin of the dia- 
mond, is its occurrence in the loose rolled matter in which 
and with which it was formed, combined with the want of suc- 
cess that has hitherto attended the search for the diamond 
embedded in those rocks, regarding which it is so easy, on the 
other hand, to prove that from them all tlie otlier rolled bodies 
had their origin. We leave entirely aside the question, whe- 
ther the prevalent popular belief in the East Indies and Brazil, 
that diamonds are still produced,* be an instinctive percep- 
tion of the truth, or a deceptive notion. 

Further, the diamond must have been formed in the moist 
way from a liquid, because otherwise it would have presented 
none of the included splinters of quartz of which I have 
spoken in another place, t and of wliich some even exhibit 
the vegetable cellular texture. 

I^astly, from all that we know, the material from which the 
diamond was formed, by the separation of crystalline carbon, 
could only have been a substance rich in carbon and hydrogen, 
such as, owing to the requisite chemical properties, can only 
l^Jooked for in the vegetable kingdom ; and we are forced to 
consider the diamond as produced from this substance, con- 
sisting of carbon and hydrogen, by means of decomposition. 
The determination of the nature of this process is solely a 
chemical matter ; and Liebig, who has undeniably rendered 
the greatest service to our knowledge of the decomposition of 


* See LconhariVs Vopnldre Vorlemifigm iiher Oeolopie, vol. iii. p. 49?. 
t Vide Jameson’s J uurnal for January 1848, p. 187. 
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organic bodies, makes the fullovviiig reiuai’ks :* — “ If wc sup- 
pose decay to proceed in a liquid, which contains both carbon 
and hydrogen, then a compound containing still more carbon 
must be formed, in a manner similar to the production of the 
crystalline colourless naphthalin, from a gaseous compound of 
carbon and hydrogen. And if the compound thus formed were 
itself to undergo further decay, tlie final result must be the 
separation of carbon in a crystalline form. Science can point 
to no process capable of accounting for the origin and forma- 
tion of diamonds, except the process of decay. Diamonds 
cannot bo produced by the action of fire, for a high tempera- 
ture, and the presence of oxygen gas, would call into play 
their combustibility. But there is the greatest reason to be- 
lieve that they are formed in the humid way, that is, in a 
liquid ; and the process of decay is the only cause to which 
their formation can with probability be ascribed.” 

As yet we are ignorant of the nature of the vegetable sub- 
stance, rich'in carburetted hydrogen, by whose decomposition 
the diamond was formed, and as to what were the particular 
conditions necessary for the appearance of crystalline carbon. 
This only we know, however, that the whole process was an 
extremely slow one, and that it could not in any way be has- 
tened by an increased temperature, for in that case the carbon 
could not have crystallized, but must, on the contrary, have 
been separated in the form of a black powder. 

The conclusion deduced by Ne>vton from certain optical 
properties of the diamond, viz., that it has. been produced 
from an oily body, is very beautifully confirmed by the newest 
and most accurate investigations of chemistry, for, according 
to them, the so-termed oily bodies are proved to be the richest 
in carburetted hydrogen ; and chemistry, which can alone 
explain the decompositions of bodies, and their formation from 
their elements, just requires for the formation of the diamond 
the decomposition of a substance rich in carburetted hydrogen. 
There are two different phenomena connected with the above 

; i 

* Liebig's Organische Chemie in ihrer Anwendung auf Agricidtur und Phy. 
mtogie. Braunschweig, 1840^ p. 28S ; and Playfair’s Translation, p, 143. 
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oXplanation of the origin of the diamond, which cannot be 
left unnoticed, as they arc well calculated to place the truth 
of our assertions in a clearer point of view. As I have already 
stated elsewhere, diamonds not unfrequently exhibit at their 
surface blackish spots, which disappear on the application 
of heat and, moreover, they very frequently present in 
tlieir interior perfectly black, amorphous bodies, which cannot 
be considered as any thing else but un crystallized carbon,— 
a fact observed in the course of Parrot’s investigations, as well 
as my own. This phenomenon can only be explained by as- 
suming a somewhat accelerated decay of the matter containing 
carbon and hydrogen ; in the course of which the carbon has 
been produced in the form of a black powder, instead of being 
Si'parated in a crystalline state. On the other hand, I have on 
several occasions had an opportunity of convincing myself of 
the tendency of carbon to crystallize, when the combustion 
(the accelerated decayt) of a substance rich in carbon and 
hydrogen is retarded. Thus, on the wicks of badly burning 
tallow candles, I have seen the well-known accumulations of 
carbonaceous matter (soot), which liavc generally globular or 
semi-globular forms, assume distinctly an octahedral shape ; 
and I believe that this appearance has long been observed by 
others, for it is only by the resemblance of an octahedron 
to the envelope of a letter that I can explain the popular say- 
ing, of there being a letter in the wick of a candle. I have 
even preserved, for some time, one of these tolerably well- 
defined octahedrons, and exhibited it to my class ; but it was 
at last broken, and it then appeared that the fragments were 
harder than the ordinary soot, although they could still be 
easily bruised between the fingers. 

Lastly, let me add a few words regarding the experiments 
made in recent times op the production of artificial diamonds, 
for 1 believe that I may say, without exaggeration, that, since 
it was discovered that the diamond consists of pure carbon, 


* Soo Parrot, tur ks DiammiSf p. 30 and 31. 
t That combustion is only n rapid decay, .Mid decay only a slow combus- 
“tion, i.s known to all chemists. Above all, sec Liebig^s remarks on this 
subject in tlic second p:urt of liis Oi^anic Clicniistry. 
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there is hardly any chemist who has not performed more or 
loss extensive experiments on the subject. That the results 
of such investigations have been published by but few chemists, 
is no proof tliat few experiments have been made, for human 
nature and vanity prefer silence to publicity, where investiga- 
tions have failed, and hopes have been disappointed. 

All the experiments to form artificial diamonds may bo re- 
ferred to two methods, viz. the attempt to fuse carbon, and the 
endeavour to separate carbon in a crystalline state from a 
highly carbonaceous compound, by means of decomposition. 
It need hardly be remarked that all the trials have hitherto been 
in vain. The experiments made with the first view have been 
rendered unsuccessful by the infusibility of carbon, and the others 
proceeding on the second idea have always resulted in the pro- 
duction of carbon in the form of a black substance.* Lastly, 
if any one should be of opinion that, by the assistance of a 
constantly operating electrical stream, highly carbonaceous 
bodies might be decomposed so slowly that carbon might be 
separated in a crystalline condition, that is, in the form of 
diamond, just as copi)er and the other metals have been re- 
cently obtained, in a crystallirc state, from solutions, by Jacobi’s 
method, such an expectation will prove to be a vain one; for, 
on the one hand, the substances most suited to galvanic de- 
composition are non-conductors of electricity, as, for example, 
sulphuret of carbon, oil of turpentine, copaiva balsam, &c. ; 
and on the other, if w^e should bo successful in sej^arating, 
from any compound, crystalline carbon on the conducting wire, 
yet, according to theory, at the very moment when even the 
most delicate covering of crystalline carbon should be deposit- 
ed, all further action on the decomposing liquid would be inter- 
rupted, for the matter of diamond itself is known to be 
conductor of electricity.t * 


* A pretty extensivo collection of the experiments on this subject, to- 
gether with the references, is to be found in Ersch and Gruber’s Allgemeine 
HJncyclopadie der KUnste mid Wissenclia/tcn, under the article Diamant, See 
also in Gmelin^s Ilandbuch dcr TJteoretischeti Cfiemie, vol. i, the chapter /on Car- 
bon. 

t From Petzholdfs Beitriige zm* Natihgeschichtc de$ DiMhantcB^ 1842, 
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An Attempt to determine the mean height of Continents. By 
Baron Von Humboldt. 

At the meeting of the Berlin Academy of Sciences, on 1 8th 
July 1842, a memoir by M. de Humboldt was read, of which 
we think it necessary to give a somewhat lengthened account. 
It is entitled “ An attempt at determining the mean height 
of Continents.” 

“ Among the numerical elements on which the progress of 
physical geography appears more particularly to depend, there 
is one which no attempt has been hitherto made to determine. 
The notion whicli seemed to prevail, that it was impossible 
to come to such a determination, has pei'liaps been the prin- 
cipal cause of the subject being neglected. However, the ex- 
tension of our orographical knowledge, as well as the great- 
er accuracy of the maps which represent large portions of 
country, determined me, says M. de Humboldt, to undertake, 
some years ago, a work of great labour, and in appearance 
barren in results, the object of which is the knowledge of the 
mean height of continents, and the determination of the mean 
height of the centre of gravitg of their volume. In such a case 
as this, as with many others, such as the dimensions of the 
globe, the probable distance of the fixed stars, the mean tem- 
perature of tlie poles of the earth, the thickness of the atmo- 
spheric stratum above the level of the sea, or the enumeration 
of the general population of the globe, we arrive at limited 
numbers^ between which the results must fiill. In like man- 
ner, it is by the perfect knowledge of the geometrical and 
hypsometrical surface of a country, of France, for example, 
that we may thus be led, by analogy, to extend the conclu- 
sions to a great part of Europe and America, and are en- 
abled to establish numerical data, which have recently been 
completed in a very satisfactory manner in regard to central 
and western Asia. 

“ It was likewise necessary to collect, with the greatest care, 
astronomical determinations of the height of places, in order 
VO establish, to about 300 or 400 metres of absolute height, 
the limits between the acclivities of the mountains and the 
edges of the valleys. I long since demonstrated the possibi- 
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lity of such a determination of limits, and, from the comparison 
which depends on it, I have deduced the extent of the surface 
of the plains, and the horizontal and flat portions of moun- 
tains, in my geognostical researclies on South America ; a por- 
tion of the globe in regard to which the length of the im- 
mense wall which forms the Cordillera of the Andes, and of 
the elevated masses of Parima and Brazil, was so incorrectly 
limited and circumscribed on all maps. In fact, there is a 
general tendency in all graphic representations to give the 
mountains a greater degree of breadth than they really pos- 
sess, and even in the flat portions to confound plateaux of va- 
rious kinds with each other.” 

M. do Humboldt published, in 1825, two memoirs inserted 
in the Memoires do I’Academie des Sciences of Paris, on the 
mean height of continents, and an estimate of the volume 
of the elevated ridges of mountains, compared with the 
extent of tlie "surface of the lower regions. An assertion of 
Laplace in the Mveanique Celeste (vol. v., book xi. chap. i. 
page 13), gave rise to these researches. This great geo- 
meter had established in principle, that the agreement ob- 
served between the results of experiments made with the pen- 
dulum and the compression of the earth, deduced as well 
from the trigonometrical measurement of the degrees of the 
meridian as from the inequality of the moon, furnished a 
proof “ that the surface of the terrestrial spheroid would 
be nearly that of ecpiilibrium, if that surface became fluid. 
Hence, and from the consideration that the sea leaves vast 
continents uncovered, we conclude that it cannot be of great 
depth, and that its mean depth is of the same order as the 
moan height of the continents and islands above its Ic^jipl. 
a height which does not exceed lOQO metres” (or 3073 
Parisian feet, that is to say, only 463 feet less than the sum- 
mit of the Brocken, according to M. Gauss, or a little meu'e 
than the most elevated mountains of Tliumngia). Laplace 
further adds, This height is, then, a 'small fraction of the 
excess of the radius of the equator over that of the pole’, an 
excess which exceeds 20,000 metres. Just as high moun- 
tains cover some parts of continents, so there may be .great 
cavities in the bed of the sea ; but it is natural to suppose 
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that their depth is less than the elevation of high mountains, 
as the deposits from the waves, and the remains of marine 
nniraals, must have tended, in the lapse of time, to fill up these 
gi‘eat cavities.” 

Considering the profound and eVctensive knowledge which 
the author of the Mecanique Celeste possessed in the highest 
degree, an assertion of this nature was the more striking, as 
he could not be ignorant that the most elevated plateau of 
b’eance, that from which the extinct volcanoes of Auvergne 
have risen, does not rise, according to Ramond, to more than 
1044 feet, and that the great Iberian plateau is not, according 
to my own measurements, more than 2100 feet above the level 
of the sea. Laplace has therefore fixed the upper limit at 
1 000 metres, merely because he has considered the extent and 
tlic mass of the elevations of mountains to he much gre.ater than 
they really are, inasmuch as he has confounded the height of 
the insulated peaks or culminating points with the mean height 
of the mountain ridges; he has admitted much too low a 
number for the dejjth of sciis, because, in his time, data could 
not bo found on the subject, and he has thence inferred the 
ju’oportion of the extent of the surface (in square miles) in re- 
gard to all continents, to the extent of the projection of the 
surfaces covered by mountains. 

A very exact calculation has shewn that the mass of the 
chain of the Andes, in South America, from where it leaves the 
whole portion of the eastern plains of the pampas and forests, 
regions whose surface is one-third larger than that of Kurope, 
does not rise above 480 feet. M. do Humboldt hence con- 
cludes, “ That the mean height of continental lands depends 
luuch less on those chains or longitudinal ridges of little 
breadth which traverse continents, and on their culminating 
points or domes, which attract common observation, than on 
the general configuration of the different orders of plateaux and 
their ascending series, and on those gently undulating plains 
with alternrting slopes, which have an influence, by their mass 
and extent, on the position of a mean surface, that is to say, on 
the height of a plain placed in such a manner that the sum of 
its positive ordinates shall be equal to the sum of its negative 
ordinates” 
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The domparison which Laplace has instituted in the pas- . 
sage quoted from the Mecanique CHeste between the depth ot 
the sea and the height of continents, recalls a passage of Plu- 
tarch, in the 15th chapter of his Life of -ffimilius Paulus (ed. 
Eeiskii, vol. ii. page 276), — ^a passage the more remarkable, as 
it makes us acquainted with an opinion which generally pre- 
vailed among the philosoijhers of the Alexandrian school. 
After quoting an inscription found on Mount Olympus, and 
giving the result of the measurement of its height by Xenag<j- 
ras, Plutarch adds, “ But geometricians (probably those ot 
Alexandria) believe that there is no mountain higher^ and no 
sea deeper^ than ten stadia i'' We ean entertain no doubt about 
the exactness of the measurement made by Xenagoras; but it 
is .striking* to o]).scrve, that the philosophers of this school estii- 
blished in the structure of the earth a perfect equality be- 
tween the heights or positive and negative ordinates. Here 
the maximum of the heights and depths is alone taken into 
account, and *not the mean height, — a consideration which 
rarely presented itself to the mind of the ancient philosophers, 
and which, for Vcariable magnitudes, was applied in a useful 
manner to astronomy by the Arabs. Even in the Metereologius 
of Cleonicdes (i. 10), we nieet^ith an assertion similar to that 
of Plutarch ; while in the Meteorologkis of the philosopher of 
Stagira (Arist. Met. ii. 2), the only point considered is the in- 
llucnce of the inclination ot the bottom of the sea, from east 
to west, on iis currents. 

WhcMi we try to determine the mean height of the elevation 
of continents above the present level of the seas, it means 
that the object is to find the centre of gravity of the volume 
of these continents above that level,— an investigation very dif- 
ferent from that which consists in searching for the centr^of 
gravity of the volume of the continental^ mass, or the centre of 
gravity of the masses, seeing that the portion which rises above 
the sea, in the crust of the globe, is by no means of the same 
density, as has been demonstrated both by geognosy and ex- 
periments with the pendulum. The mode of simple^ calculation 
is as follows Each chain of mountains is considered as a tri- 
angular prism placed horizontally. The mean height of the . 
defiles or passes, which determine the mean height of the crest 
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• of the mountains, is tlie height of the ridge of the prism ver- 
tically above the surface, which constitutes the base of the 
chain* The plateaux are calculated as straight prisms, in or- 
der to establish their solidity. 

For the purpose of giving an example, taken from Europe, 
of this kind of calculation, M. do Humboldt states, that the 
surface of France contains 10,087 square geographical miles. 
According to M, Charpentier, the Pyrenees cover 430 of these 
square miles ; and, although the mean height of the summits 
of the Pyrenees rises to 7500 feet, M. dc Humboldt makes a 
reduction upon it, on account of the erosions produced on the 
prism supposed to be lying horizontally, and which have tended 
specially to diminish the size of the deep transverse valleys. 
Tlie effect of the I^yrenecs on the wdiolc of France is not more 
than 35 metres or 108 feet ; that is to say, it is to that extent 
that the normal surface of the entire plain of France would bo 
increased, and the elevation of that surface by the comparison 
of a great number of very accurate measurements at places 
towards the centre (such as Hourges, Chartres, Nevers, Tours, 
&c.) has been found to be 480 feet. This calculation, wdiieli 
M. de Humboldt has made along with M. l^lie dc Beaumont, 
furnishes the following general result, in measures thus given 
by the author : — 

Toi'tcs. 

1. Eflcct of the Pyrcnci'S, . . . .18 

2. The Froiicli Alps, the Jura, and tlie \'osges, a few 

toises more than the Pyrenees ; common effect, 20 

3. The plateaux of Limousin, Auvergne', tlto Oevennes, 

Aveyron, Forez, ^lorvant, Cote (VOr ; common ef 
feet, nearly equal to that of the Pyrenees, . 18 

Now, as the normal height of the plain of France is at 
its maximum about . . .80 

It follows that the mean height of France does not ex- 

cccd . . . . . . 136 toises, 

or 816 feet. 

The Baltic, Sarmatian, and liiissian plains are separated 
from those of the north of Asia only by the meridian chain 
of the Oural. It is for this reason that Herodotus, who was 
acquainted wdth il^e coniiecTioii of the southern cxlrcmity of 
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the Oural in the country of the Issidones, called the whole of 
Europe to the north of the Altai Mountains, Asia. In the 
neighbouring region of the Baltic plains, near the shores of 
the Baltic Sea, there are partial elevated masses which deserve 
particular attention. To the west of Dantzic, between that 
town and Butow, at the point where the shore of the sea ad- 
vances much to the north, there are many villages situated at a 
height of 400 feet ; the Thurmberg, moreover, the measure- 
ment of which has given rise to many hypsometrical contro- 
versies, rises, according to the trigonometrical observations 
of Major Baeycr, to 1024 feet, which is perhaps the greatest 
elevation to be found between the Harz and Oural. It is sur- 
prising that, according to the measurements made by M. 
Struve of the culminating point of Livonia, the Miinamaggi, 
this mountain rises only 4 toises higher than the Thurmberg 
of Pomerania ; while, on the other hjind, according to Captain 
Albrecht’s chart, the greatest depth of the Baltic Sea, between 
Gothland and Windau, is not more than 167 toises, a mea- 
surement almost identical with that of the Thurmberg. 

The flat countries exclusively liuropean, the normal height 
of which cannot be estimated at more than 60 toises, occupy, 
according to exact measurements, a surface nine times that 
of France. The extraordinary extent of this low region is 
the cause of the mean continental height of all Europe, over 
an extent of 17,000 square geographical miles, being 30 toises 
below the result we liave found for France. As to the rest, 
not to occupy more time with numbers, M. de ^lumboldt adds, 
that an important consideration in the study of the general 
phenomena of geology is, that the elevated masses, over ex- 
tensive countries, in the form of plateaux, produce an entirely 
different effect on the elevation of tlie centre of gravity of 
the volume from that of chains of mo^intains, when they have 
the same importance in breadth and in height. While the 
Pyrenees produce scarcely the effect of a single toise on the 
whole of Europe, the system of the Alps, which cover a 
surface almost quadruple that of the Pyrenees, thas tfie effect 
of 3i toises ; the Iberian peninsula, with its compact massive 
plateau of 300 toises, produces the effect of 12 toises. Tlfb 
plateau just named, therefore, ftas an effect oh the whole of 
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Europe four times more considerable than the system of the 
Alps. This result of calculations is the more satisfactory 
as it appears to be deduced without reference to any pre- 
vious hypothesis. 

We have recently acquired many new ideas respecting the 
configuration of Asia. The effect of the elevated colossal 
masses of the southern portion is found to be weakened, since 
one-third of the whole continent of Asia, a portion of Siberia, 
which alone exceeds by a third the entire surface of Europe, does 
not reach a normal height of 40 toises. This is, likewise, 
the height of Orenbourg, on the northern shore of the Cas- 
pian Sea. Tobolsk does not .attain the half of this height, 
and Casan, which is five times more distant from the sliore of 
the Icy Sea than Berlin is from the Baltic, is scarcely half 
the height of the last mentioned city. In Upper Irtysch, be- 
tween Buktormensy and Lake Saysan, at a point nearer the 
Indian than the Icy Ocean, M. do Humboldt has found that 
the plains only reached a height of about 800 feet ; this, how- 
ever, has been called the plateau of Central Asia, and is not 
half the height of the streets of the city of Munich above the 
sea-level. The celebrated plateau between Lake Baikal and 
the Wall of China (thcf stony desert of Gobi and Cha-mo), 
which the Russian academicians, MM. Bunge and Fuss, have 
measured with the barometer, has a mean height of only C60 
toises, which is nearly the same as that of the Miiggelsberg at 
the summit of the Brocken. There is, moreover, in the centre 
of this plateau, at the point where h>gi is siti^ated (lat. AS)" 31') 
a cauldron-shaped depression, the bottom of which descends 
to 400 toises, that is to say, the height of Madrid. ‘‘ This de- 
pression,” says M. Bunge, in a memoir not yet published, 
“ is covered with Halophytes and species of the genus Ariindo^ 
and, according to the ti^adition of the Mongolians who ac- 
companied us, it was formerly a great inland sea.” The 
two extremities of this ancient inland sea are bountled by 
steep rocks, just like an ordinary sea, in the neighbourhood of 
Olonbaischan ^nd Zukeldukan. 

The surface of Gobi, in its masses of uniform elevation, and 
fiMm the south-west to north-west, is twice as large as that 
of all Germany, and will raisrf the centre of gravity of Asia 
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20 toiscs ; while the Himalaya and the Hoxien-lun, which is 
a prolongation of the Hindoo-Kho, with the plateaux of Thibet, 
which connect the Himalaya with the Kouen-lun, will only pro- 
duce an effect of 66 toiscs. Ip the examination of the consi- 
derable relief between ^he plains of the Indus and the de- 
pressed plateau of Tarim, which, on leaving Kaschgar, in- 
clines to the east towards Lake Lop, it is necessary to exa- 
mine with more care the point near the meridian of Kaylasa, 
and the two sacred lakes of Manasa and Ravana-Brada, on 
leaving which the Himalaya no longer runs from cast to west 
piirallcl with the Kouen-lun, but takes the direction from 
south-east to north- west, and reunites at the projecting ridgesof 
Tsiin-ling. The altitudes of the numerous passes of Bamian, 
as far as the meridian of Tschamalari (24,400 feet), by which 
Turner reached the Thibetian plateau of H’Lassa, are likewise 
known for an extent of 21"^ of longitude. The greater part 
of them present a very uniform height of 14,000 English feet, 
or 2200 toises, a height which is not of rare occurrence in the 
passes of the chain of the Andes. The great route which M. 
do Humboldt followed from Quito, on his way to Cuenca, 
was, for example, at Assuay (Laderade Cadlud), and without 
snow, of the height of 2428 toises, thkt is to say, 1400 feet 
higher than this pass of the Himalaya. The passes, as has 
been stated, give the mean height of mountains. 

In a memoir on the relations between elevated summits or 
culminating points, and the height of mountain cliains, M. 
do Humboldt has ^lemonstratcd that the chain of the Pyre- 
nees, calculated from twenty-three passes, was 50 toises high- 
er than the mean chain of the Alps, although the culminating 
points of the Pyrenees and the Alps were in the proportion of 
1 to 1 1 \). As the insulated passes of the Himalaya, for^‘x • 
ample, the Niti-(jlatc, by which we penetrate into the plain 
of the Cashmere goats, rise to the height of 2629 toiscs, JI. 
de Humboldt has not admitted for the height of the Himalayan 
chain 14,000 English feet, but he proposes to fix it, altln ugh 
perhaps the elevation may be still too ConsideraMe, at 15,500 
feet, or 2432 toiscs. The plateau of the three Thibets of 
Iscardo, Tiudak, and IPLassa, isjti prominence between two 
chains which unite with each other (the Himalaya and flic 
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fCouen-Lun). Mr Vigne’s travels in Baltistan, which have just 
appeared, the journal of the brothers Gerard, published by 
Idoyd, as well as the recent investigations undertaken in India 
respecting the relative height of perpetual snow on the Indian 
and Thibetian declivities of the Himalaya, have demonstrated 
that the mean height of the Thibetian plateaux has liitherto 
been greatly exaggerated. In his work entitled “ Central 
Asia,” of which only a few pages of the third volume have 
been yet printed, and which will be accompanied by a hypso- 
metrical map of Asia from the Phasis, as far as the gulf of 
Potcheli, and from the common embouchures of the Ob and 
the Irtysch to the parallel of Delhi, M. de Humboldt thinks 
that he has demonstreated, by bringing together a multitude 
of facts, that the prominence between the Himalaya and the 
Kouen-Lun (chains which form the southern and northern 
limits of Thibet), does not rise above the mean height of 1800 
toises, and that it is, consequently, 200 toises lower than the 
plateau of Lake Titicaca. 

The hypsoinetrical configuration of the Asiatic continent 
is perhai)s still more remarkable for its plains and depres- 
sions, than for its colossal heights. This continent is distin- 
guished by two principal characteristic features ; 1st, by the 
long series of meridian chains, which, with parallel axes, 
but alternating with each other (having perhaps been pro- 
jected comme des fdons) extend from Lake Comorin, opposite 
Ceylon, to the shores of the Icy Sea, in a uniform direction 
from south-south-east to north-north-west,* under the name of 
Ghates, the Soliman chain, Paralasa, Bolor, and Oural. This 
alternating situation of auriferous meridian chains (Vigne has 
recently visited, on the eastern declivity of Bolos, in the valley 
of Baslia, in Baltistan, the auriferous sands mined, according 
to the Thibetians, by marmots, and, according to Herodotus, 
by large ants) reveals to us this law, that none of the meridian 
chains just named, between 64’^ and 75"" of longitude, extend 
themselves upon the adjoining ones, cither towards the east 
or the west, ^ind that each of these longitudinal elevations does 
not begin to shew its extent, until a point is reached where 
the preceding has completely disappeared. 2d, Another cha- 
racteristic trait iir the configuration of Asia, and which has 



Attempt to determine the mean height of Continents. 335' 

not been sufficiently observed, is the continuity of a consider-, 
able elevation, east and west, between 35'* and 30^'" of lati- 
tude, from Takhialoudag, in ancient Lycia, as far as the Chinese 
province of Houpili, an elevatjon tlirice intersected by meridian 
chains (Zagros, in Western Persia, Bolos, in Affghanistan, and 
the chain of Assam, in the valley of Dzangho) from the west 
to the cast of this chain, from the parallel of Dieearchus, which 
is at the same time that of Rhodes, Taurus, Elbrouz, Hindoii- 
Kho, and Kouen-Lun or A-Neoutha. In the third book of the 
geography of Eratosthenes, we find the first germ of the no- 
tion of a chain of mountains (Strabo, xv. p. 689, Cas.) run- 
ning in a continuous manner, and dividing Asia into two 
parts. Dieearchus perceived the connection l)etwcen the 
Taurus of Asia Minor and tlie snow-covered mountains of 
Asia, which had ac([uired so much celebrity among the ( Jreoks 
by the false accounts of those who had accompanied tli(i 
Macedonians. Importance was assigned to the parallel of 
Rhodes, and to the direction of this endless chain of moun- 
tains. The chlamyde of Asia ought to be found further on under 
this parallel (Strabo, xi. p. 519), and perhaps, says Strabo, a 
little more to the cast there may be another continent. The 
Taurus and the plateaux of Asia Mirfor disclosed for the first 
time to the Greek philosophers the influence of height on tem- 
perature. “ Even in the southern latitudes,’’ says the great 
geographer of Amasis, (Strabo, ii. p. 73) when tlie climate of 
the northern coasts of (Jappadocia iscom 2 )ared with tliat of the 
plains of Argaioii, situated 3000 stadia further south, tin*, 
mountains and all the elevated lands are cold, even when 
these lands consist of plains.” Strabo is the only one among 
Greek authors who has made use of the word or 

mountain plain. 

According to the final result of the whole of M. do Hum- 
boldt’s investigations, the maximum assigned by Laplace for 
the mean height of continents is too considerable by two-thirds. 
He found the following numerical elements for the three 
quarters of the world which have be6n the objSct of his cal- 
culations (Africa not yet presenting a sufficient nunlber of 
data to be included). 
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. * Europe, 106 toiscs (205 metres). 

North America, 117 ... (228 ... ). 

South America, 177 ... (345 ... ). 

Asia, 180 ... (361 ... ). 

For the whole of the new continent we have 146 toiscs 
(285 metres), and for the height of the centre of gravity of the 
volume of all the continental masses (Africa excepted) above 
the level of the present seas, 157.8 toises or 307 metres. 

Von Hoff, who has measured with extreme accuracy 1076 
different points, the greater part of them in the mountainous 
portion of Thuringia, over an extent of 224 square geographical 
miles, estimates that there are about five heights for each 
square mile, but that tlicse heights are unequally scattered. 
M. de Humboldt has asked Von Hoff, always for the purpose 
of verifying Laplace'*s hypothesis respecting the mass of con- 
tinents, to calculate the mean lieight of the hypsomctrical 
measurements which he has made. This philosopher has found 
it to be 166 toises, that is to say, 8 toiscs more than the result 
at which M. dc Humboldt had arrived. We ought thence to 
conclude, that, since a very mountainous country of Thuringia 
was measured, the number, 157 toises, or 942 feet, is a limit 
rather too high than too low. 

In the certainty in which we now arc respecting the pro- 
gressive and partial rising of Sweden (one of the most im- 
portant facts in physical gcogi'aphy, for a knowledge of which 
we are indebted to M. dc Buch), we may suppose that the 
centre of gravity will not always continue the same. At the 
same lime, considering the smallness of the masses which are 
raised and the weakness of the subterranean forces in action, 
it may be presumed, regarding such variations, that they will 
in a gfcat measure compensate each other, and that the posi- 
tion of the centre of graxity above the ocean will not be much 
changed ; but a new circumstance, which appears to result 
from ,the numerical calculations of this hypsornetrical labour, 
is, that the smallest heights in our hemisphere belong to the 
continental masses of the north. Thus Europe has furnished 
105 toises. North America 117 toiscs. The prominent cha- 
racter of Asia between 28'’ and dO'’ of latitude compensates 
the subtractive effect of the lower portions of Siberia. Asia 
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and South America give 180 and 177 toises. We thus read, 
so to speak, in these numbers, in what portions of the surface 
of our globe vulcanism, that is to say, the reaction of the 
interior on the exterior, has l)een felt with greatest intensity 
in the ancient soulevmehta. {V Institute 5th Jan. 1843 p. 4.) 


Notice of the Great Explosion at Dover. Contained in a 
Letter to the Earl of Catiicart, by Captain Stuart, 7th 
Royal Fusiliers. Communicated by Loud Greenock. 

Dover, 2G/4 Januar\j 1843. 

My Dear Lord,— An operation in engineering was success- 
fully performed near Dover to-day, which, from its magnitude 
and novelty, must be a subject of deep interest to every person 
acquainted in the least degree with practical science. It was 
the removal of an enormous mass of the clift* facing the sea, 
which formed an obstruction to the line of railroad. To give 
you a distinct idea of its position, it may be necessary to in- 
form you, that a portion of the cliff which was penetrated by 
the tunnel made through Shakspearf^'s Cliff gave way about 
two years ago. About fifty yards of the tunnel were carried 
away, and a clear space was so formed for the line of railroad, 
with the exception of a projecting point, which, prior to the 
slip alluded to, was the extremity of the part of the cliff pierced 
by the tunnel, and to remove which was the object of the ope- 
ration in question. Mr Cubitt is the engineer, under whose 
management it took place. The expense of clearing it away 
by the tedious process of manual labour, would have exceeded 
L.12,000, and this consideration, as well as the time that 
would have been lost, induced him to.try the hold experiment 
of blowing it away with gunpowder. It cannot be denied, 
that there was apparent danger in the undertaking, for the 
W'cight of the mass to be removed was estimated at 2,000,000 
tons, and the quantity of powder used was mo«c than eight 
tons, or 18,000 lbs. 12,000 lbs. was the quantity used in 
blowing up the fortifications of Bhurtporo, and this, I believt’’, 
was the greatest explosion that ‘ever (preyiousTy) took place 
for any single specific object. I had several .opportunities of 
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seeing the preparations for this grand event. The front of 
the projection was about 100 yards wide ; this front was 
pierced with a tunnel about six feet in height, and three in 
breadth ; three shafts equidistant; from each other and from 
the entrances to the tunnel, were sunk to the depth of seven- 
teen feet, and galleries were run, one from each shaft, paral- 
lel with each other, and at right angles with the line of the 
tunnel. These galleries varied in length, the longest having 
been 20 feet, the shortest 12 feet, and, at their extremities, 
chambers were excavated in a parallel direction with the tun- 
nel. The following rude sketch may give a clearer idea of it. 
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III the chambers, the powder was deposited in three nearly 
(•(pial quantities ; it was done up in 50 lb. bags, and the pro- 
j)ortion in each chamber was contained in a wooden case 
nearly as large as the chamber itself. Ignition was commu- 
nicated by means of a voltaic battery. Conductors 1000 feet 
in length were passed o\er the cliff, one to each chamber, and 
the electric fluid was communicated in a shed built for the 
purpose on the top of the cliff about fifty yards from the edge. 
Tlie explosion was conducted by Lieutenant Hutchinson, IL E., 
wlio, }ou may recollect, was engaged unde” General Paisley, 
in blowing up the wreck of the Royal George. Two o’clock 
p.M. of this day, the tide being then at its lowest ebb, was 
fixed on for the explosion to take place. The arrangements 
were-the best that could be made to preserve order, and as far 
as possible prevent danger. A space was kept clear by a cor- 
don of the artillery, and the following programme was issued : 

SignuU, Januanj 26. 184^, 

1a/, Fifteen i minutes bcfoie firing, all the signal flags will be hoisted. 

2d, Five minutes before firing, one gun will be fired, and all the flags 
‘ will be hauled down, 

Sd. Oju* minute before firing, t\\ j guns will be fired, and all the flags 
except that oh the point which is to be blaf-tcd) will be hoisted 
again. 
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These signals were given exactly at the specified time, and 
when the expected moment arrived, a deep subterranean 
sound was heard, a violent commotion was seen at the bsise 
of the cliff, and the whole mais slid majestically down, form- 
ing an immense debris at the bottom. The success of the 
undertaking equalled the most sanguine hopes, and exceeded 
the expectations of all. It was a splendid triumph of skill, 
and reflects the highest credit on Mr Hutchinson and Mr 
Cubitt. 

Sir John Herschcl also gives an account of tlm Explosion in 
the following letter, addressed to the Editor of the Athenmum : — 

Having witnessed the great explosion at Dover, on Thursday the 2Gtli, 
from the summit of the cliff next adjoining it to the southward, and from 
the nearest point to which any access was permitted, I would gladly 
place on record, in your valuable journal, some features of its magnifi- 
cent operation,* which struck me at the time as extremely remarkable, 
and which have not, I think, been adequately placed before the public in 
any account that I have seen. These features arc, the singular and al- 
most total absence of all those tumultuous and noisy manifestations of 
power which might naturally be expected to accompany the explosion of 
so cnoniious a quantity (19,000 lb.) of gunpowder, and which formed, I 
have no doubt, the chief attraction of many who came from great distances 
to witness it, — viz. noise, smoke, earthquake, and fragments hurled to vast 
distances through the air. 

Of the noise accompanying the immediate explosion, I can only de- 
scribe it as a low murmur, lasting hardly more than lialf a second, and so 
faint, that had a compajiion at my elbow been speaking* iu an ordinary 
tone of voice, I doubt not it would have passed unheeded. Nor was the 
fall of the cliff (nearly 400 feet in height, and of which no less than 
400,000 cubic yards were, within a^nmtcrval of time hardly exceeding ten 
seconds, distributed over the beach, on an area of.18 acres, covered to an 
avemye depth of 14 feet, and in many parts from 30 to 50) accompanied 
with any considerable noise, certainly with non5 which attracted my own 
attention, or that of several others similarly stationed, with whom I after- 
wards compared notes. A pretty fresh breeze from the south-west migjit 
be regarded as inlluciitial in wafting it away, were it not that the fall took 
place under the Ice of the cliff on whose edge wp were stationed. 

The entire absence of smoke was another and not less remarkable fea- 
ture of the phenomenon. Much dust, indeed, curled out at the borders of 
the vast rolling and undulating mass, whiqti spread itself like a semi-fluid 
body, thinning out in its progress ; but this subsided iratantly ; and of true 
smoke there was absolutely not a vestige. Every part of the surface was 
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inimecliately and clearly seen — the prostrate* flagstaff ( speedily re-erected 
in the place of its fall ) — the broken turf which a few seconds before had 
been quietly growing* at the summit of the cliff, and every other detail of 
tliat extensive field of ruin, were seen immediately in all their distinct- 
ness. Full in the midst of what appeared the highest part of the expand- 
ing mass, while yet in rapid motion, my attention was attracted by a tu- 
multuous and somewhat upward-swelling motion of the earth, whence I 
fully expected to see burst forth a volume of pitchy smoke,^and from which 
iny present impression is, that gas, purified from carbonaceous matter in 
passing through innumerable fissures of cold and damp material, was still in 
progress of escape ; but, whether so or not, the remark made at the mo- 
ment is sufTic’.ent to prove the absence of any impediment to distinct vi- 
sion. 

As regards the amount of tremor perceived, I must confess having 
speculated with some little anxiety on the probable stability of the abrupt 
and precipitous ridge on which I stood ; and might, therefore, have 
somewhat underrated the exceedingly trilling movement which actually 
reached that point, and which I think I have felt surpassed by a heavy 
waggon passing along a paved street. The impression, slight as it was, 
was single and brief, and must have originated with the first shock of the 
powder, and not from the subsequent and prolonged rush of the ruins, 
which I can positively say communicated no perceptible tremor whatever. 

I have not heard of a single scattered fragment, flying out as a projectile, 
in any direction ; and altogether the whole phenomenon was totally un- 
like any thing which, according to ordinary ideas, could have been sup- 
posed to arise from the action of gunpowder. Strange as it may seciu^ 
this contrast between the actual and the expected eflects, gave to the 
whole scene a character rather of sublime composure than of headlong 
violence, of graceful case than of struggling eflbrt. How quietly, in short, 
tlie gigantic power employed performed its work may be gathered from 
the fact, that the operators themselves who discharged the batteries were 
not aware that they had taken effect, but tliought the wdiole affair a fail- 
ure, until re-assured by the shout which hailed its success. 

The remarkable absence of noise and tremor which characterized this 
operation is explained by the structure of chalk as a material, and by the 
rift^' state of the cliff as a body. Of all substances, perhaps, chalk is the 
worst adapted for conveying sound, and the best for deadening the vibra- 
tion propagated through it by a heavy blow. The initial hammer-like im- 
pulse of the newly-created gas on the w^alls of the chambers of the mines 
(of which it must be recollected there were three, simultaneousl}’ explo- 
ded) was dopbtless thus .deadened by traversing at least 75 feet of chalk, 
evcq in the shortest direction, or line of least resistance ; and this must 
have taken place before the mass could have been sensibly moved from 


* It has been stated, that the flagstaff continued erect, but this (if I can credit 
thfe dlslinot evidence of my own senses) is incorrect. 
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its seat by the expansive force generated^ which, however vast, proved 
incapable (as, indeed, it was expressly provided it should be) to commu- 
nicate to its enormous load any greater velocity than barely sufficient to 
rift and bulge it outwards, leaving gravity to do the rest. Nothing can 
place in a more signal light the exactness of calculation which (basing it- 
self on a remarkably simple rule, the result of long practical experience) 
could enable the eminent engiheer (Mr Cubitt), by whom the whole ar- 
rangements arc understood to have been made, so completely to task to 
its utmost every pound of powder employed, as to exhaust its whole effort 
in useful work — leaving no superfluous power to be wasted in tlvs produc- 
tion of useless uproar or mischievous dispersion, and thus saving at a blow 
not less than L.7,000 to the railway company, — I have the honour to be^ 
&c. J. F* W. Herschkl. 

Collingwood, Jan. 31, 1843. 


On the Introduction into Scotland of Granite^ for Ornamental 
Turposes^ by Messrs Macdonald and Leslie of Aberdeen. 
By Professor Traill, F.R.S.E., M.W.S., &c.* Communi- 
cated by the Author. 

The first idea of employing the refractory, but enduring, 
material, granite, in sculpture appears to be due to the ancient 
Egyptians. Those who have enjoyed topportunities of exa- 
mining their colossal buildings have acknowledged the preci- 
sion, and even delicacy, of the figures and ornaments, with 
which that ingenious people contrived to enrich their archi- 
tecture. Specimens of their sculpture in granite, which have 
for 3000 years resisted the action of the elements, and tKc 
yet more destructive influence of barbarous invaders, still 
astonish us by the high polish of their surfaces, and the deli- 
cate finish of their details. Even a visit to the Egyptian Sa- 
loon of the British Museum, will prove that in accuracy of mus- 
cular delineation, and in the communication of absolute ^^Ai- 
ness to the lips and features of some of the figures there pre- 
served, the ancient Egyptians evinced a high perfection in 
the art of sculpture, in a material of the most imperishable 
kind, on which few succeeding artists .have venljired to em- 
ploy the chisel. 


* Bead to the Wernerian Society 18th March 1842. 
VOL. XXXIV. NO. LXVIII*-— APRIL 1843* Z 
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. In our own times, the fabrication of slabs, pedestals, and 
vases, in hard porphyries, and in granite, has been carried to 
great perfection in Sweden. The quarries of Blyberg at Elfda- 
len, for many years, have Aimished materials for Swedish inge- 
nuity and skill. The elegantfonns and high finishof theirworks 
in those refractory materials have contributed greatly to the 
splendour of the Swedish Capital, and arc known and admired 
over Europe. Y ot, though our own mountains yield no less beau- 
tiful and durable materials, it is surprising how long we have re- 
mained without any attempt to apply them to the purposes of or- 
namental art. It is true, that, for more than half a century, 
Aberdeen has exhibited a city chiefly built of blocks of hewn 
granite ; that more lately, this same material has been employ- 
ed in the construction of Waterloo Bridge in London, and in 
a few other works ; and that Cornish granite appears in the 
pedestals of a few statues in some of our towns. But the 
idea of giving a polish, equal to that of ancient Egypt, to our 
granite in works of considerable size, of introducing this splen- 
did material as a domestic ornament in our halls and saloons, 
and as lasting memorials of departed worth in our cemeteries, is 
undoubtedly due to two citizens of Aberdeen, Messrs Macdo- 
nald and Leslie, who carry on extensive works in that town ; 
where the grey granite of Aberdeen, and the rich red granite 
of Peterhead, are cut into an endless variety of ornamental 
articles, which receive tlie highest polish. 

A late visit to their establishment convinced me, that these 
gentlemen have reduced to practice the difficult problem of 
giving any required form to so stubborn a material as granite, 
and of communicating to its surface an exquisite polish, which 
shew it to be well suited for domestic ornament, and as a su- 
perb decoration for the abodes o^ rank and opulence. The 
rich rrarm tint of the Peterhead granite, in particular, will 
harmonize bettor with the gilded ornaments and gorgeous 
hangings of a modern gallery or superb saloon, either as tables 
or as pedestals for works of art, than furniture made of the 
most costly woods; or even than the snowy marble of Car- 
rara. ' 

For monumental ivork, this enduring material possesses ad- 
vantages over the best marble. In our climate, the effects of 
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rain, 6u'dden frosts, and succeeding thaws are soon perceptible* 
on Carrara marble, or any other kind exposed freelj^ to the 
weather. Marble thus soon loses its glossy surface, it con- 
tracts greenish stains from the vegetation of minute Bpssh and 
inscriptions, in a few years, trim these causes, become ille- 
gible. The polished granite of Aberdeenshire retains its po- 
lish most perfectly under all atmospheric changes, does not 
contract any stain from vegetation ; and, unless wantonly 
mutilated, will transmit the inscription engraven on it to dis- 
tant ages. The sharpness of the Egyptian hieroglyphics, 
carved in a very similar rock 8000 years ago, at this day, proves 
the durability of granite carving. A beautiful cenotaph of 
red granite, from the works of Messrs Macdonald and Leslie, 
has been exposed to^ll the vicissitudes of our changeable cli- 
mate, for six or seven years, in the church-yard of Falkirk, 
and appears in the full lustre of its original polish, as if it 
were erected yesterday. 

Fine specimens of granite monuments by the same artists 
may be seen in the noble new cemetery at Glasgow, which are 
chaste in design, beautiful in execution, and seem calculated to 
bid defiance to every destroying influence, except wilful injury. 

On visiting the establishment of Messrs Macdonald and 
Leslie at Aberdeen, I saw several finished specimens, and 
many works of this material in progress, as I was conducted 
through the different departments, by the intelligent, and most 
respectable head of this interesting and new employment of na- 
tional art and industry. 

The grey granite is of a close grain, and contains more mica 
than the red. It is brought from quarries on the Dee, a short 
way above Aberdeen. The red granite is of a larger grain, 
abounding in felspar and in quartz, inteilningled with small 
specks of mica, and bears a strong resen\blance to the syenitic 
rock, of which the finest ancient Egyptian monuments are fa- 
bricated. This comes from the vicinity of Peterhead, and is 
brought by sea to the works. Both are susceptible of a fine polish , 
which they retain unimpaired by the weather. Blocks of almost 
any size may be obtained free of flaws or imperfections. . In 
the sawing room, several blocks were then under the machines, 
which are moved, by a 14-horse power steam-engine/ I observed 
one block, 10 feet long, cutting into 6 or 8 slabs. The'sav^ 
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fire, as usual in such works, of soft iron-plates, secured in a 
frame ; and operate on the stone by means of quartz-sand and 
water, applied as in slicing marble. No emery is requisite in 
tliese operations, the particles of siliceous sand being sufficient 
to cut the quartz, the hardest'material in the granite. Fre- 
quently 14 saws are used in a single frame ; and occasionally 
they have had as many as 18 employed at once on a single 
block of stone. The progress of the work, of course, is slow ; 
it requiring a whole day to cut a groove two-thirds of an inch 
in depth in the granite. The slabs, when cut, arc polished by 
moving one over the other, by appropriate machinery ; siliceous 
sand being first interposed, and then emei’v of various degrees 
of fineness, until the requisite degree of lustre is obtained. 

The first dressing of the granite blocks into parallclopipcds, 
cylindrical masses or other curved forms, is performed by 
hand-picks^ with short handles, and heads about 4 pounds in 
weight ; which the workmen, from long habit^ wield with sur- 
prising accuracy. The surfaces are then reduced to a regular 
form by means of well tempered chisels, urged by iron mallets ; 
the chisels require a very particular temper, which must be 
neither very hard nor very soft, else they would either lose 
their edge by chippinj^ or fail to cut the stone. I observed 
that they frequently require sharpening in the more delicate 
kinds of work. The chisel is held by the workman very ob- 
liquely to the surface of the stone, and he separates very small 
particles at a time. 

t have already described the polishing of plane surfaces. 
Circubr forms, such as stelce, frusta of columns, as pedestals 
for busts, vases, and the like, are fixed in well-contriv^ 
lathes, and are whirled round by machinery, while the Sand 
and emery are applied to their surfaces by means of thick 
plates or bars of iron, previously forged to their various cur*- 
vatures, when they are not cylindrical. 

I saw a large vase, about 4 feet in diameter, prepared by 
the chisel for the process of polishing. Its graceful curves 
were beautifully and accurately cut by the chisel ; the iron 
bars, 1 or inch in thickness, neatly forged to its various 
curves, lay beside it ready to be applied, when it was fixed in 
th/5 lathe. 

Jn the warerooms were many finished articles of great 
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beauty and elegance, such as well executed pedestals for busts 
or vases, of red and grey granite ; chimney pieces of the same 
material, numerous slabs, tables and scats for halls, and beau- 
tiful vases, in a considerable variety of forms, rivalling thor,o 
of classic Italy in shape, unural tablets for monuments, and 
some altap-formed tombs of magnificent size. These last 
were made to orderi. Some of the chimncy-pieces are intend- 
ed for the Earl of Lauderdale’s residence, Thirlstane Castle, 
and some of the slabs for Sir Robert Peel, &c. &c. 

1 was surprised at the neatness of the lettering on all the 
monuments ; and saw the men at work. The monument is first 
finished in other respects : the letters are carefully traced with 
a dark or light crayon, according to the colour of the stone, and 
the workman traces the outline of the letter on the stone by 
light strokes of a fine-edged chisel, held nearly vertically; 
deepens the lines by a succession of similar blows, while the 
chisel is held very obliquely, removing the stone in the state 
of powder, so as to avoid chipping. Roman capitals are tlms 
easily formed ; but I saw old English, or German letters, with 
a superfluity of curved lines, carved on the granite with equal 
precision. 

}3ut tho most remarkable work which I saw in this estab- 
lishment was, the neatly finished statue of the late Duke of 
Gordon, intended to be erected in one of the streets of Aber- 
deen. It is 11 feet high, of a single block of granite. This 
statue was modelled by Mr Thomas Campbell, the sculptor ; 
and Inis been transibrred from tho model to the granite by 
Messrs Macdonald and Leslie. Two men were at work on 
the drapery, at the period of my visit. They worked with 
fine chisels, held very obliquely, and urged on by iron mallets 
of two or three pounds in weight. The attitude of this st^uc 
is simple, and the features are said to be very like the original. 
This, which may be considered as the first specimen, of a Bri- 
tish statue of a single block of granite, in emulation of tile 
durable monuments of ancient Egypt, is a memorial by the 
Countyto the late noble and gallant Officer; and, when erected, 
will be a distinguished ornament to Aberdeen. 

Another great public work, execated by the same artists, 
already erected in that town. In 1842, the splendid public 
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markets of Aberdeen, excelled by none in Europe in elegance, 
were first opened. The great saloon, containing the fruit and 
vegetable market, a magnificent hall 300 feet in length by 
100 feet in breadth, has within it a noble fountain of highly 
polished Peterhead granite. An octagonal basin, constructed 
of polished blocks, stands about one-third the length of the 
hall from the southern extremity. From the centre of this 
basin, rises a shaft 10 feet high, supporting two circular cups 
or shallow vases, one placed over the other. The lowermost 
is formed out of a single block, 7 feet 3 inches in diameter ; 
and the upper has about half that width, A constant jet of 
water rises from the centre of the upper cup, flows over its 
edges into the lower vase, which also overflows, in a tliin sheet 
of limpid water, into the basin below ; whence water is drawn 
for all the purposes of the market, 1 have seen no fountain 
in Britain so fine as this. It resembles in form, and surpas- 
ses in material, the finest fountains I saw in Spain : yet it 
was erected by Messrs Macdonald and Leslie for Jj.200. 

The same artists are at this moment engaged in executing 
a similar fountain for Lord Prudhoe, which, I understand, will 
cost about L.200. ^ 

Indeed, considering the difficulty of working so hard a ma- 
terial, I was surprised at the moderation of their prices, for 
articles produced at their interesting establishment. 

For instance : — 

1. A hall-table slab of polished granite, measuring 4 feet 
long by 2H inches wide, costs L.4, 15s. 

It may be stated, that slabs may bo furnished, of any re- 
quired size, for from 12s. to 14s for each scpiare foot of sur- 
face. 

2r Pedestals for busts, square or columnar, with plinth, and 
an ovolo when columnar, of the usual size, for L.IO. 

3. Mural monumental tablets, with vase, trusses, &c,, from 
L.’B to L.9, according to the size. 

4. Mural^tablets, with base, cornice, and pedimented top, 
froin L.IO to L.12. 

^ Lettering^ of the usual size, is charged 4s. 6d. per dozen of 
letters. * 

p. An elegant Tazza-formed vase, of classic shape, 4 feet 
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9 inches in diameter, and standing 2 feet 9 inches high on a 
beautiful pedestal, costs L.40. 

6. They have also executed columns of granite for halls 
and vestibules, at prices equally reasonable, in proportion to 
the size and style of decgration. But of all the purposes to 
which they have hitherto applied the granite, it seems espe- 
cially suitable for monuments of every kind, both from tlie 
beauty of the highly polished material, and its imperishable 
nature under all vicissitudes of the weather. 

The extent and perfection to which these gentlemen have 
carried the working of this very refractory but beautiful stone, 
may bo considered as forming an era in British art ; and re- 
quire only to be more generally known, to be appreciated and 
encouraged by public taste and munificence. 

13 Gloucrster Place, Edinburgh, March 18 , 1843 . 


Eesearchee on the Comparative Anatomy of the Chimpanzee. 

By M. VaoLiK,* 

If, in the natural sciences^ the study of facts ought to serve 
as the basis of general views and as the means of appreciating 
natural phenomena taken as a whole, the investigations un- 
dertaken with the view of throwing light upon some particu- 
lar points of science, and supporting in some way or other a 
special object, deserve more than ordinary attention. The 
physical sciences geology and botany, present \is with nume- 
rous examples of these monographs^ many of which have been 
the means of acquiring the highest reputation to their authors. 
Zoology, and, in particular, Comparatiye Anatomy, are less 
rich in works of this description ; it is therefore a duty to no- 
tice particularly works which, like M*. Vrolik’s Researches on 
the Comparative Anatomy of the Chimpanzee^ combine a profound 
study of the subject with new views and ingenious specula- 
tions ; the more especially when, in additidn to these recom- 
mendations, the mode of execution, the form, and the plates, 

o 

^ The valuable work noticed above is entitled, Becherches d’Anatomie 
Oomparce sur le Chimpanse. ‘Par W. Vrolik, Chevalier do POrdre Mili- 
tairo de Guillaume, Membro do la Premiere Glasse do PInstitut Itoys^ des 
I vol. fol. avec 7 Planches. Amsterdam, 1841 . 
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are such as to render it worthy of a place by the side of the 
most remarkable works of the class to which it belongs. 

M. Vrolik enters into no details either respecting the ex- 
ternal characters or natural history of the Chimpanzee. Sup- 
posing these to be sufficiently kno^^n, he devotes himself to 
the anatomical examination of this animal, which is rendered 
singularly interesting by its great resemblance to man. Avail- 
ing himself of the advantages supplied by the fine anatomical 
collections of Holland, both public and private, as well as 
those offered by the Zoological Garden of Amsterdam placed 
under his direction, he has added anatomical observations on 
many other si)ecies of monkeys, compared their organization 
with that of other quadrupeds, and contrasted it with that of 
man, in such a manner, that the work wo now introduce to 
the notice of our readers almost amounts to a treatise on the 
comparative anatomy of the quadrumana, and a pretty com- 
plete essay on the comparative myology of the Mammifera. 

A work of this nature, whose merits depend chiefly on the 
number and exactitude of its details, cannot easily be sub- 
jected to analysis. A few quotations of general interest will 
render it best known, and will, we doubt not, excite the desire 
of studying, in the work itself, the very peculiar organization 
of the large quadrumanous animal in question. The seven 
beautiful lithographic plates which accompany the descrip- 
tions, render them, besides, much more intelligible. 

After long and interesting details respecting the osteology 
and myology of the Chimpanzee, as well as the comparison of 
the organs of motion among different species of monkeys and 
other mammifera — between these and the corresponding parts 
of man — the following are the general considerations arrived 
at by ’the Amsterdam Professor : — 

“ In short, it appears proved that the muscles of the ante- 
rior extremities become simplified in proportion as animals re- 
cede from the human form. Their number and disposition 
are modified according to the functions for which these ante- 
rior extremities are adapted. In man they are not intended 
to support the body. In him they are attached in such a 
manner, from the top of the head to the heel, that there is no 
part of the individual to which they cannot reach. By the 
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nature of this attachment, and by all the peculiarities of their 
structure, we perceive that they are given to him as instru- 
ments adapted either for pushing away from him, seizing, or 
embracing objects, and, in particular, as organs of touch. It 
is to the hand, in particular, that the duty of fulfilling these 
offices is assigned. Every thing concurs, in man, to render it 
an organ of the greatest perfection, and in this respect no ani- 
mal can rival him. Lot us observe, accordingly, that it is for 
the purpose of executing these different functions that the 
palm is enlarged, radiating, and terminating in fingers, each 
phalange of which has its proper motor ; that the thumb has 
a different direction from the other fingers, is not placed on 
the same line with them, but can be opposed to each of them ; 
that the hand not only exercises a movement of extension and 
flexure, but can be turned forwards and backwards, by a me- 
chanism peculiar to the wrist ; that the articulation of the 
shoulder i^ formed in such a manner that the movements of 
the humerus, and consequently all the upper extremity, be- 
come as extensive as possible ; that the muscular sides of the 
palm are so disposed, that the hand can form the palm into a 
hollow. All these arrangpments are found in the greatest 
perfection in man, and the first result of them is, that he has 
the power of seizing an object with only one hand, while the 
other mammifera, whose fore-feet have some resemblance to 
the upper extremities in man, cannot hold objects but by 
using both hands. To this monkeys are the only exception. 
In them the forerfoot resembles the human band, although it 
is very inferior to the latter. The palm is longer, and not so 
broad ; the fingers are more elongated, and less insulated iu 
their movements ; the thumb is placed farther backwards, and, 
in its direction, less opposed to the fingers. Among thorn/ 
consequently, the hand becomes less an organ of touch and 
prehension, than a means of aiding them in their movements 
while climbing trees. This imperfection is seen iii its greatest 
degree among the sapajous and sajorn. This is perhaps the 
reason why they are possessed of an accessory organ of mo- 
tion, formed by the prehensile tail. In the ourang-outang, on 
the contrary, and still more \n the Chimpanzee, the hand 
makes a much nearer approach to that* of man. Although 
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pretty perfect in the ourang-outang, it exhibits in that animal 
a disproportionate length ; but in the Chimpanzee the fingers 
are shorter, the thumb better formed, and the palm of the hand 
broader. I cannot determine w^hether the palm of the Chim- 
panzee can form a hollow, like that pf man, but I have often 
satisfied myself that that of the ourang-outang is incapable of 
doing so. When the ourang-outang of our Zoological Garden 
makes use of his hand, whether it be to seize on any object, or 
in any of the artificial movements he is caused to execute, he 
does it with a certain degree of awkwardness, which demon- 
strates his inferiority in this respect as compared with man. 
The last director of our menagerie amused himself by making 
it dine at his table ; but although it had learned to imitate all 
the movements of a civilized man, to present its empty plate, 
hold out its glass, and oat with a spoon, it sufficiently shewed 
that its hand would not allow it to attain the dexterity of man. 
For example, in taking a plate or any other objoct, it never 
held its hand extended and open, as a man does, but closed 
the hand, bending the fingers very much. This mode of curving 
the fingers was extremely familiar to it. I never recollect of 
seeing its fingers completely extended. All this shews us that 
the hand of the ourang-outang is well adapted to grasp the 
branches of a tree ; that in this respect it is an organ of mo- 
tion of great perfection, and in every respect appropriate to 
the anirnars mode of life, but that, in all other respects, it is 
inferior to that of man. I remarked the same thing in the 
ash-coloured gibbons of our menagerie. This inferior degree 
of aptitude in the hand of animals to serve all the purposes 
which it fulfils in man, is owing to the disproportionate length 
of the fingers, and, in j)articular, the inferior perfection and 
the situation of the thumb. By the disposition of its muscles 
the thumb of monkeys is not made for that variety and great 
freedom of motion peculiar to man. Certainly that of the 
Chimpanzee approaches nearest the human thumb, and yet the 
great flexor muscle* is sometimes wanting, and the smaller 
abductor and Antagonist of the thumb are much less developed 
than in man. In the other monkeys, the great abductor and 
small extensor. of the thumb are confounded, in so much that 
there appears there, as in all the other muscles of the anterior 



Anatomy of the Chimpanzee, 351 

extremities, a great tendency to become simplified. In man 
they are undoubtedly most complicated ; in him also the move- 
ments they perform are most varied.” 

After the description and detailed comparison of the poste- 
rior extremities of the (Jhimpanzee and other Mammifcra, we 
find the following considerations respecting these organs. 

” By this comparative description of the myology of the 
posterior extremities, I think I have demonstrated that their 
muscles become simplified in animals in proportion as we re- 
cede from their perfection in man. And if we consider atten- 
tively what is peculiar and distinctive in the organization of 
these posterior extremities, we cannot doubt for a moment that 
they are destined to support and move the body. It is for this 
reason that the arrangement of their muscles is entirely dif- 
ferent from that we have observed in the anterior extremities. 
For while we see the force of flexion prevail over that of ex- 
tension irf the anterior extremities, we witness, on the con- 
trary, that of extension prevail over flexion in the posterior 
extremities. It is particularly in man that this fact is shewn 
in the most conspicuous manner. We have only to compare 
the development of the extensor muscles of the leg with that 
of the flexor muscles, to be convinced of this, or, if we wish a 
proof more conclusive still, Ave have but to examine the mus- 
cles of the leg. It is principally to the great strength of all 
these extensor muscles that man owes the power of holding 
himself erect and walking on two feet. We again find it, for 
that same rcasdn, in animals whose trunk’ is straight, and 
whose movements arc principally made with the hinder feet ; 
the examples of the kangaroo and sloth prove, this. I do 
not add the example of the monkey.^, because there is nonq 
of them that can hold itself upright and walk witlrout any 
other support than the hinder feet. They are all quadrupeds, 
with this modification, that the four feet are but ill fitted to 
support and move the body on a horizontal plane, but rather 
for making it ascend a vertical plane. The movement they 
perform in the act of grasping is their true attribute. We have 
only to notice the manner in which they grasp the bars* of th.eii* 
cage to be assured of, this. Their feet are modified for the 
nurnose nuite in a ncculiar inanner, as’l have fullv stated in 
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th'e osteolagical part of this work. And it is for the same 
reason that their muscles have the special character which I 
have assigned them in this chapter.” 

On the subject of the laryngeal pouches, the existence of 
which M. Vrolik has shewn in many species of monkey, he 
brings forward a new opinion as to their use. He supposes 
that these pouches “ are organs fitted for facilitating motion. 
Their situation among the muscles of the neck, the prolonga- 
tions which they often form in the arm-pits, their increase in 
size with age, appear to me so many proofs,” ho says, “ that 
they are reservoirs of air, made for the purpose of dimi- 
nishing the specific gravity of the upper part of the body, and 
conse(iuently to facilitate the act of grasping, in the same 
manner as reservoirs of air in birds favour flight.” * 


On the Mein-Deer of the Laplanders. By Gust„\v Peter 
Blom, Member of the Iloyal Academy of Sciences of Dron- 
theim, &c. 

The Laplanders are originally a Nomadic race, supported 
by rein-deer, and their principal branch still follows the same 
mode of life. Poverty, however, has forced many Laplanders 
to quit their native haunts in the mountains, and to descend 
to the Norwegian coasts, or to the plains of Lapland, to seek 
for the means of living. Thus two kinds have sprung up in 
Norway : the Sea-Laps^ who live on the coasts, and are 
occupied with fishing, and the Moe-Laps^ who have settled 
in the valleys, have brought small tracts of land into cultiva- 
tion, and support themselves by agriculture and the rearing of 
cattle, combined partly with the rearing of rein-deer. The 
Laplanders who have withdrawn to Lapland may again be 
divided into two kinds : the Forest-Laps, who keep rein- 
deer, but take them along with themselves only within a cer- 
tain region, and who at the same time are hunters ; and 
the Fisher- Laps^ who have established themselves on the 
shores of the j^eat rivers and lakes of Lapland, and are 
engaged in the taking of fish. The best shots are among the 
Forest- Laplanders, who furnisluthe yearly markets of Vitangi 

^ From BibliotliequeUniverscllo dc Genevo, No. 83, p. 170. 
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and Kengis with a large quantity of game, which is carried to 
Stockholm by way of Torneo. 

The rein-deer is the support of the Laplanders, and the ob- 
ject of their pride ; in it consist their wealth and their hap- 
piness. Whoever is the possessor of many hundred rein-deer, 
has attained the highe^ pinnacle of good fortune; but he 
never on this account alters his mode of living in the slightest 
degree, or increases his enjoyments, except, perhaps, as re- 
gards the quantity of brandy he centimes. Besides the rein- 
deer, the whole wealth of the Laplander consists of few ar- 
ticles of clothing, his tents for living in and for keeping his 
stores, a few wooden stakes with which he forms a kind of fold, 
into which the rein-deer ai’e driven when they are to be 
milked, a few bed-covers made of rein-deer skins, a copper 
vessel in which his food is cooked, a few wooden dishes, and 
his provisions, consisting of rein-deer-cheese and milk, which 
latter he preserves for the winter in rein-deer stomachs. 
When he alters his abode, the whole of this splendour is placed 
on the pack-rein-deer, and conveyed to the new place of re- 
sidence. 

The rein-deer is the most important possession of the Lap- 
landers, for it supplies them both with nourishment and cloth- 
ing. The Laplander spends his superfluous money chiefly on 
the increase of his herd ; and it is only when that is suffi- 
ciently large, that he begins to think of collecting silver and 
burying it ; but he never dreams of procuring greater persojial 
comforts, for their value is unknown to him. . 

The Laplander lives in a tent of a circular conical shape, 

• provided with an opening above for the escape of the smoke. 
The tent is made of coarse woollen cloth, sometimes also of 
rein-deer skins, and the richer individuhls' construct tlmir ha- 
bitations with a double covering. The door consists of a curtain 
of the same material. The internal arrangement of the tent 
is just as simple ; in the middle there are a few Stones which 
form a sort of fire-place, and at the sides ^ound about, twigs 
of birch are strewed, and rein-deer skins spre.-vl over them,' 
so as to form a sofa during the day, and a bed at night.> The 
dogs also partake of this place of repose. The dishes an'Q 
kettles lie scattered about in the lent, and above arc suspended 
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the rein-deer stomachs filled with milk, which are comptetely 
blackened by the smoke. It is to be expected that cleanliness 
should not exist in such, miserable dwellings, but the Lapland- 
ers have in fact no idea of it. A few of the race, who pasture 
their rein-deer on the coasts every summer, have built earthen 
huts in the form of tents ; but these have no advantage 
over their usual abodes. 

It is only in autumn that the Laplander kills his rein-deer, 
for it is only at that season that they are fat, and their flesh 
l)alatablc. In spring the rein-deer has much to endure from 
the so-called rein-deer tty, — an insect which penetrates into the 
skin of the animal, and deposits its eggs, from which larvae 
are produced. The animal is thus so much tormented, that 
it becomes lean in summer, and the skin is of no value so long 
as the larvie exist in it. The insects produce larger or smaller 
tumours on the backs and sides of the rein-deer, and the poor 
animals fall on their knees, on occasion of the slightest touch, 
in order to escape the pain. The female produces its young 
in the month of March, and from that time it is milked, by 
some of the Laplanders once, and by others twice a-day. The 
milking of the rein-deer is one of the most interesting scenes 
in the whole economy of the Laplanders. 

Towards evening the rein-deer are driven from the moun- 
^ tains to the tents. Their arrival is first announced by the 
barking of the dogs, who run round the herd, to keep the ani- 
mals together. Soon the whole herd is descried, forming a 
closely packed inass, which moves along like a grey cloud. 
As the animals approach nearer, the horns tecomc a promi- 
nent object, resembling a moving leafless forest, and very va- 
rious in their form and size. The fawns push through among the 
full-grown animals, and we at last hear a crackling noise, pro- 
duced by the movement^ of their legs, and resembling the 
sound of burning fir-trees, or rather that of electric sparks. 
Here and theic is heard a sound somewhat like the grunting 
of swine. Near the tents there is a circular enclosure, pro- 
vided with twQ, openings or doors. When the rein-deer ap- 
proach .it, they press closely together in order to enter, and 
one sees only the moving mass and the projecting horns. 
Should a deer or a fawn remain behind, or take a wrong path, 
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a dogdmmediately pursues it, and the deserter is . soon seen 
running back to the herd at full pace, followed by the dog. 
The animals now stand closely packed together within the 
fence, and are so tame that a stranger even can touch them 
without trouble or danger, in the centre of the enclosure 
there is a small erection to which the animal is starongly bound 
during the milking, in order that it may not become unruly, 
and upset both the milk and the milker. The milking is per- 
formed by men, women, and children ; but the task of bring- 
ing the animals to the milking place belongs exclusively to a 
particular man, and is accomplished in the following man- 
ner : — 

This individual is accurately acquainted with every animal, 
even in a herd of several hundred, and knows if it is a male 
or female, and if it is milked or not. He goes with a noose 
in his hand, and throws it so dexterously over the horns of 
the animal he wishes to secure, that he never foils in his aim, 
even at a distance of fifteen or twenty yards, and when many 
other individuals are standing between him and his object. 
So soon as the noose is fastened round the horns, the animal 
is dragged to the milking-place, and there securely tied ; ano- 
ther animal is afterwards taken in the same way, and so till 
all have been milked. The skill of the Ijaplanders in the use 
of this noose can only be compared to that of the savages of 
Africa, or the bull-takers in Brazil. 

But little attention is paid to cleanliness in the milking, and 
indeed generally in the economy of the Laplanders. During 
the summer, loose* hairs fall abundantly into the milk, and 
these arc but partially removed by sieves. The milk not used 
is poured into rein-deer stomachs and suspended in*tlio tent. 
Tlie rein-deer understands how to keep*b£fck the milk ; and, 
in order to prevent her doing so, the Laplander often strikes 
her repeatedly with his fist, and thus much additional hair 
drops into the milk. But little milk is obtained ; it however, 
as rich as cream, and the taste is by no means disagreeable, re- 
sembling that of the ewe. An exceedingly palafoble cheese 
is prepared from it, which is used medicinally as a certain 
cure of boils produced by frost. 

An important animal in the economy of .the Laplandersik 
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the dog, and every Laplander has a number proportionate ta 
that of his rein-deer, amounting to twelve or more. These 
clogs protect the rein-deer from wild animals, gives a signal 
when these approach, keep the herd together, so that they 
may not become scattered, and thus lose themselves in the 
mountains, and go in search of them when the latter occurs. 
They drive the deer by their barking, but when that is not 
sufficient, they bite their legs. In order to prevent injury be- 
ing thus inflicted, the canine teeth are extracted when the 
dogs arc young. It is rather a natural instinct than a regular 
training which teaches the dogs their duty. They have a na- 
tural inclination to the rein-deer, and so soon as the latter are 
in motion, are ready to follow. The dogs are divided into 
two sections, of which the one accompanies the herd, and the 
other remains in the tents. As soon as the rein-deer return 
from their pasture to the tents, the dogs which have been re- 
posing start up and enter upon their duties, and those whicli 
are thus relieved lie down quietly in the tents. 

The Lapland dog is not large, has long hair, a sharp snout, 
a long-haired tail, and erect ears ; it has no claims to beauty. 

The domestic rein-deer are not always of a grey colour, like 
the wild, but vary in this respect like all domesticated animals. 
Although the prevailing colour is grey, there arc rein-deer of 
. a w'hite colour with blue spots. For the most part they have 
white markings on the head and feet, by means of which they 
are recognized by the Laplanders, and by which the possessor 
can not only distinguish his own from strangers, but even 
every single animal in his herd. 

Males only are used as beasts of burden, and chiefly those 
which are castrated, as they are tlie strongest. The female 
is too. tender for siich work. The rein-deer is most valuable 
for dragging, for its power of carrying is not great, and while 
its progress when loaded is slow, the burden must also he 
small. OnHhe other hand, when the snow is in a good state, 
it drags large loads with great rapidity. As is well known, 
travelling in Lapland in . winter is only performed by means 
of rein-deer, and is accomplished at a very quick pace. The 
horse is useless at this season, because there are no made roads, 
and no places for repose or feeding. Such accommodations 
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are not required for tlie rein-deer ; for it runs pn the untrodden 
snow, and when unyoked from the sledge, it scratches the 
snow with its feet and refreshes itself, with the moss, which 
it is always able to discover on the mountains. 

The knowledge of locality is just as remarkable among the 
Laplanders, as their power of recognising their rein-deer, and 
arises from the same cause, viz., fi'om the development of their 
senses and perception, which is promoted by the necessity that 
exists among them, as among all people in their natural state, 
for relying on themselves for extrication from difficulties. Al- 
though the Alps of Lapland, and more especially the plains, 
offer but few objects which can fix attention, there is no ex- 
ample of a Laplander losing himself on a journey ; if he has 
once travelled over a tract, it becomes known to him for his 
whole life. Fog alone, or drifting snow, can lead him into 
error ; but he takes good care not to travel in such weather, 
and his meteoi’ological knowledge enables him to foresee when 
anything of the kind is to be dreaded. His acuteness of vision 
allows him to descry objects at very great distances, and thus 
to pilot himself. His eyes, however, become weakened at an 
early period, owing to the smoke in his tent, and partly to 
the dazzling whiteness of flie snow. • When a Laplander is 
caught, during a journey by night or a storm, ho throws his 
kaftan over his head, lies down on the snow, and covers him- 
self with it, waiting patiently for a more favourable opportu- 
nity of prosecuting his journey. 

The mode of living of the Laplanders is simple in the highest 
degree, especially in summer ; for at that season they are sup- 
ported almost exclusively on rein-deer milk, and a kind of sor- 
rel, whieh they find in abundance in the mountain v&lleys, and 
cook along with milk in an uncoated copper vessel, without, 
on that account, suffering bad effects ^in the stomach. Fish 
arc very welcome to the Laplanders, but are a dainty which 
they do not often enjoy, as the Alpine Laplander occupies 
himself but little with fishing. A favourite kind of food is 
the stalk of the Angelica archangeliea^ heije ];^amed slocke^' 
which the Laplander eats raw, after removing the outer fibres. 
This plant is also much eaten by the Northmen, and is cons^ 
derod as a good preservative against seurvy. 
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*Meal is not used in summer ; but in winter^ the Laplander 
exchanges his rein-deer flesh for meal in the markets and 
coast districts ; and he. then eats the flesh, or the preserved 
milk, cooked with meal, or a kind of soup made of rein-deer 
blood and meal. His food in winter is very nourishing, and 
it is thus that he is able to endure the hardships and severe 
weather with which he has to contend. 

Many travellers, and among them Brooke,* have asserted, 
that the I^aplanders proceed yearly with their rein-deer to the 
coasts of l^Jorway, and that it is a matter of necessity that the 
animals should drink sea-water every year ; but this is not the 
case. The wandering of the Laplanders is by no means re- 
gular, and many rein-deer — nay, the greater number — have 
never tasted sea-water. It entirely depends on the loeality, 
whether the Laplander goes to the sea-coast or not, and whe- 
ther this takes place in summer or winter. In the districts 
Namdalen and Senjen, whose coasts are surrounded by islands 
having high cliffs, the Laplander drives his rein-deer to the 
coasts, and thence takes them to the islands in order to pro- 
cure food for them. This transport presents an interesting 
spectacle. The Laplander attaches one or several rein-deer 
to his little boat by means of a rope, which is secured round 
the horns. He then rows across the sound, which is often 
more than an English mile broad ; and the rest of the animals 
having been driven into the sea, swim after their leaders to 
the opposite coast. In other localities, the Laplander goes to 
the coast in tl\e winter season, when the snow is too deep on 
the mountains, and he again quits it in April or May. In a 
valley, an English mile or two from the town of Tromsoe, a 
Laplander remains till the beginning of August, with 700 
rein-deer. It is evident, from what has now been said, that 
no particular natural, impulse takes the rein-deer at fixed 
seasons to the sea ; on the other hand, it is an undoubted 
fact, that the rein-deer will not remain longer than about the 
end of August in the coast regions and in the Norwegian pas- 
tures — nay,cthatfif the Laplander does not hasten, before the 
20th,, August, towards the mountains, his herd will desert him, 
‘and proceed on their journey to the plains of Lapland. 

^ For a portion of Brooke’b Account of the Bein-Deer, see Jameson’s 
Joujud, Yol. iii., 30, 
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• • 
The wanderings of the Laplanders generally* take place in 

the following order : In winter, they remain partly in the vast 
moorish tracts, partly in the forests of Lapland ; and in spring, 
the torment caused to the r<;in-deer by gnats and rein-deer 
flies, forces them to remove to the Norwegian cpnfines, where 
these insect-enemies are less troublesome, and where the ani- 
mals may enjoy the snow. Some Laplanders proceed to the val- 
leys, and to the islands near the coast. In autumn, they re- 
turn to the Lapland plains. In some districts, they spend the 
winter iii the Norwegian Alpine valleys ; but so soon as the 
snow drives them away, they seek the coasts, until the spring 
again renders the Alps passable. The Laplander alwavs 
pitches his tent in the neighbourhood of a forest, in order to 
obtain fuel ; while in summer, the presence of a river or a 
spring, is a necessary condition in the choice of a residence — 
melted snow supplying the necessary water in winter. 

The fondness of the Laplanders for silver money is well 
known, and it is only those who have intercourse with the in- 
habitants of the coasts who take paper money. It is asserted, 
that they arc still in the habit of burying their money in the 
mountains, which is easily understood, when we consider, on 
the one hand, their timidity and mistrust ; and on the other, 
that it must be extremely diflicult for them to carry articles 
of value about with them during their constant wanderings. 
The natural consequence is, that considerable sums are lost 
among the mountains, as death frequently surprises the Lap- 
lander before it is possible for him to reveal to his relations 
the spot where the treasure is buried ; and as it is not possible 
to indicate it without being jictually at the locality— sa circum- 
stance which does not often occur.* 

m 

I. Connection of the Physiognomy of a Country^ with the Cha^^ 
racier of its Inhabitants , — /. Belgium, — II. Holland.—IIL 
Midnight Scene on the Ocean, — IV. A Scene in Norway, 

I, liehjinm, 

Mr Trollope indulges in much censure of the manners and morals M the 
Belgians, and commits the customary blunder of English travellers, in im- 

— ■ ■ — - yf «r ■ - - — -- 
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puling the extortions of tradesmen to tlic character of the people. ’The 
Belgians have alwa^^s appeared to us remarkable for stolidity and plod- 
ding industry^ without much refinement of mind or feelings or, on the 
other hand, any extreme stupidity or coarseness. They arc, in our judg- 
ment, a race deficient in marked features of character, rather than ob- 
noxious to the imputation of any prominent vice. AVithout pretensions 
to high virtues, they are generally exempt from characteristic crimes. 
AMiether there is any natural connection between scenery and character, 
wc will not undertake to pronounce ; hut a striking analogy premils be- 
tween the productive flatness cf the land and the utilitarian mind and capa- 
city of the inhabitants. It is no uncommon thing, especially in Flanders, 
to see four miles of road with a strip of pavement in the middle, and a 
ditch on each side straight before you, and a dead level right and left as 
far as the eye can reach. The land, if it be in summer, is blooming with 
bean blossoms, or gilded with the rich and ripening corn ; and very agri- 
culturally interesting it doubtlessly is, to see so much goodly produce and 
evidence of fertility ; but where the land is a dead flat, and roads and 
trees run in perfectly straight lines, it is tiresome work to travel there, 
and very soporific. To be sure, one docs occasionally sec a church at 
the end of an interminable looking road. You watch it .(for it forms a 
pleasing variety in the landscape), gradually developing itself, as you jog 
nearer and nearer to it, till at length its form, then its shape, its colour, its 
weathercock, and its cherubed waterspouts, one by one appear ; and at 
last the grim countenances of the weather-beaten saints scowl out of 
their niches at you as you pass ; you then make a slight turn, and another 
long flat line opens upon you. The lives of the Flemish women are, 
at any rate, akin to the intense sameness and monotony of scenery ; 
and Mr Trollope's description is not very wide of the truth. A Flemish 
wife rises in the morning and drinks her coffee, dresses the children and 
herself, sends the former to school, and goes to market, where the entire 
mental exertion of her life centres ; and something faintly approaching 
energy and animation is observable as she higgles in succession with tlic 
])oultry woman, the fruit and vegetable women, the biitclicr, and the egg 
n.erchant. If she be of the easy class, her servant follows and baskets 
the purchases as the mistress makes them. AVhen completed, she repairs 
forth >xUh home ; or if slie has no servant, with basket on her arm, goes 
to church and says her prayers. The personal superintendence of the 
] -reparations for dinner occupy her till noon, when the husband returns ; 
and that great event of the day having been achieved, and the children, 
if any, been again dispatched to school, the knitting-needles are plied in- 
cessantly till evening, enlivened by a cup of coflee at about four o'clock. 
When the liuS'ban^ returns, occasionally in summer half an hour's walk 
is indulged in, or thfey visit a garden, where the husband smokes and the 
‘‘wife not unfrcqucntly knits. Supper is served at seven, the children arc 
sent to bed, and the >vifc, after another batch of knitting, follows at nine 
or l^cn o'clock, having performed' her functions mucli after the fashion of 
the clock, by wbo.cjc nicclianisin Ikt own movcT.e.its :i»e regulated. A 



. *with the Character ofitB Inhabitants. 361 ; ’ 

morb mindless set of women it is difficult to find, J'lieir virtues consist 
in docility, evenness of temper, and domesticity. — Athen<Bum, No, 770, 
p. 848. 


11.^ Holland. 

Holland, the land of cliecle and butter, is, to my eye, no unpicturesque, 
uninteresting country. Flat it is ; but it is so geometrically only, and in 
no other sense. ^Spires, church-towers ; bright farm-houses, their windows 
glancing in the sun ; long rows of willow-trpes, their bluish foliage ruffling 
up white in the breeze ; grassy embankments of a tender vivid green, partly 
hiding the meadows behind, and crowded with glittering gaudily-painted 
gigs and stool waggons, loaded with rosy-checked laughing country^'girls, 
decked out in ribbons of many more colours than the rainbow, all a-stream- 
ing in the wind ; these arc objects which strike the eye of the traveller 
from seaward, and form a gay front view of Holland, as he sails, or steams 
along its coasts, and up its rivers. On tlie shore, the long continuity of 
horizontal lines of country in the background, eacli line rising behind the 
other to a distant, level, unbroken horizon, gives the impression of vast- 
ness and of. novelty. Holland can boast of nothing sublime; but for 
picturesque grounds, for close, compact, snug home scenery, with every 
thing in harmony, and stamped with one peculiar character, Holland is 
a cabinet picture, in which nature and art join to produce one impression, 
one homogeneous effect. The Dutch cottage, with its glistening brick - 
walls, white painted wood- work and rails, and its massive roof of thatch, 
with the stork clappering to her young on her old-established nest on the 
top of the gable, is admirably in place and keeping, just where it is, at 
the turn of the canal, shut in by a screen of willow- trees, or tall reeds, , 
from seeing or being seen, beyond the sunny height of the still calm water, 
in which its every tint and part is brightly repeated. Then the peculiar 
character of every article of the household furniture, which the Dfttch- 
biiilt house-mother 'is scouring on the green before* the door so indus- 
triously ; the Dutch character is impressed on every thing Dutch, and 
intuitively recognised, like the Jewish or Gipsey countenance, wherever 
it is met with ; the people, tfleir dwellings, and all in or about them, 
their very movements in accordance with this style or character, and all* 
bearing its impress strongly — ^make this Holland, to my eye, no dull un- 
impressive land. There is a soul in all you see ; the strongly marked 
character about every thing Dutch pleases intellcctuaUy, as much as 
beauty of form itself, — what else is the charm so universally felt/ requiring 
so little to be acquired, of the paintings of the Dutch school ? The objects 
or scenes painted arc neither graceful, nor be«auti^l, ^or sublime ; but 
they arc Dutch. They have a strongly marked mind and character im- 
pressed on them, and expressed by them, and every accompanimentitin 
the picture has the same, and harmoiAzos with all around it. The Hol- 
lander has a decided taste for the roiiiaiitic ; great amateurs are.the ^^fyn- 
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hecrs of the rural. Every Dutchman above the necessity of working to« 
day for the bread of to-morrow, has his garden-liouse (Buyteplaats.) in 
the suburbs of his town (fpr the Dutch population live very much in 
town surrounded by wet ditches), and repairs to it on Saturday cvenin|y 
with his family, to ruralize until Mond;^y over his pipe of tobacco. Dirk 
Hatterick, wc are told, did so — it is the main extravap^ance of the Dutch 
middle-class mart, and it is often an expensive one. This g^arden-house 
is a wooden box gaily painted, of eight or ten feet square ; its name, 

My Delight,” or Kural Felicity,” or Sweet Solitude,” stuck up in 
gilt tin letters on the front ; and situated usually at the end of a narrow 
slip of ground, enclosed on three sides with well-trimmed hedges and 
slimy ditches, and overhanging the canal, which forms the boundary of 
the garden-plot on its fourth side. The slip of land is laid out in flower- 
beds, all the flowers in one bed being gcnerall}’^ of one kind and colour ; 
and the brilliancy of those large masses of flowers, the ’wliitc and green 
paint work, and the gilding about the garden-houses, and a row of those 
glittering fairy summer lodges, shining in the sun, upon the side of the 
wide canal, and swimming in human brilliancy in the midst of plots and 
parterres of splendid flowers, and wdth the accompaniments of gailydressed 
ladies at the windows, swiftly passing pleasure-boats with bright burnished 
sides below, and a whole city population, afloat or on foot, enjoying them- 
selves in their holiday clothes, form, in truth, a summer evening scene 
which one dwells upon with much delight. I pity the taste which can 
stop to enquire if all this human enjoyment be in good taste or bad taste, 
vulgar or refined. I stuif my pipe, \i\vc a boatman to row mo in bis 
Bchuytje up the canal to a tea-garden, and pass the evening as Dutchly 
and happily as my follow-man. — Lamg* a Notes of a Traveller, 

III. A Midnight ^ane on the Ocean, 

One more of the beautiful and poetical pictures which Professor Steflens 
paints with so vivid yet so soft a toucli — once more let ns rock our ima- 
ginations on the bosom of the deep, before we go biick to tlie world of 
men and things. Wc know of few attempts in prose or verse to describe 
the undescribable, the awful majesty, and the ])rofound, mysterious at- 
traction of the ocean, equal to the following. Our author was good- 
naturedly invited by a party of six fishermen to accompany them on an 
expedition to a sand-bank, at a distance of six or seven Norwegian miles 
from shore, where they were to pass the night. They sailed in a serene 
and beautiful morning : the wind afterwards rose, and the sea was 
agitated.*- 

" The night I passed there I shall never forget. As twilight closed 
around us on thc^tosy ng waves, we became more and more silent ; the 
masts wqre lowered ; the fishermen were contented with their da3'’s work, 
atyJ I now threw out my net once more ; the kind-hearted fellows pressed 
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round me with friendly curiosity as* I emptied my rich booty into* the 
tub^ and began to examine it. 1 had to give a popular* lecture on the 
new and rare productions I had caught. Me^nwhile^ though the sun had 
sunk below the horizonj the bright evening red remained visible' the 
whole night in the far west^ and j>layed on the waves around us — now 
gleaming, and then vanishing like a soft lightning. The oars lay still ; 
the boat, left to itself, rock^ed on the waves ; the conversation fell into 
monosyllables ; my companions sung a hymn ; I heard the murmur of 
their prayers, and then each, folding himself in his cloak, lay down to 
sleep : they slept the deep sleep of tired m^n. The billows dashed against 
the boat, and the night-air closed over our heads ; the consciousness that 
a fathomless abyss might at any moment swallow up our small bark kept 
me awake, and the power of the wondrous ocean — Solitude took posses- 
sion of me. It was as if I belonged to the deep whose inhabitants I had 
disturbed with my daring curiosity. The dim horizon of my precarious 
future — a thousand pictures of the past, appeared and vanished again. 
Neither sorrow nor joy could assume a distinct form ; all feelings blunted 
each other — all images rocked like the boat, and melted into each other 
like the waves : it was a feeling such as I never experienced before or 
since. In tjie twilight, I could not discern the distant shore ; and here 
I learned the deep, unfathomable might with which Nature rules the 
soul — here, as in no other situation. By degrees all images became 
dimmer and more shadowy — the rocking motion of my thoughts more 
tranquil, gentle, and calm ; the plashing of the waves sounded like a 
lullaby, and I sank, like my comrades, into a deep sleep." — Steffens, in 
his Was ich erlebte/* 


IV, A Seme in Nonvay, 

In one of these wanderings, I remember,” says Steffens, " to have 
spent the night in a valley so entirely shut in on all sides by naked, 
abrupt, precipitous rocks, that the sun was only visible a few hours in 
the middle of the day. A hut of unusual neatness IStood in this valley ; 
the grass was fresh, green, and luxuriant, from constant moisture ; oats 
and barley were growing in sheltered spots ; a few cows were feeding in 
the little meadow : cverythiifg breathed repose and comfort. The inha- 
bitants of this peaceful nook — a hale, active oilman, with a whiteboards 
a good-natured old woman, a married son, with his wife and^hildren — 
were so cordial, so delighted at the rare event of a visit from a young 
traveller, that I determined, after seeing the early setting of the sun, to 
stay for its late rising. ’ ' , . 

The old people had not left their valley for yean ; the young woman 
haa seldom been as far as the shore of tho island.^ Tlj,e son alone some- 
tiiBes made journeys of business as far as Bergen ; but these were by no 
means frequent, and their peaceful lives flowed on in the most com]j>leto 
seclusion. The incident ipade an hfdelible impression on my memory 
because I never had so near a view of the riches of an apparent uniformity 
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of the completely enclosed tranquil fountain of a simple existence, 

cut off from all turbid and stormy waters, as here. Both father and son 
had been seamen in their youth. They had seen the world ; knew France, 
Spain, and the ports of the Mediterranean, as sailors know them ; they 
had carried back into their lonely valley a general picture of the relations 
of the external world ; but the old man had lived lierc very long, and 
even the son for more than ten years. The events that then convulsed 
the world lay at an immense distance. Intervals, whether of time or 
space, appeared to have lost their significancy ; and even the events of 
their own country and neighbourhood were as strange to them, and 
seemed as entirely severed from their own existence, as the events of the 
most distant lands. And yet these remote things were as vividly present 
to their simple minds, and affected their transparent souis as deeply, as 
if they belonged to their own m* st intimate being. As the infant stretches 
out its hands to grasp the most distant object as if it were to close i*^, so 
did their warm guiltless hearts embrace ^be remotest events as if they 
regarded themselves. They asked me a thousand questions. The whole 
existence ana mind of these people was of such a limpid clearness, that 
I knew in a moment what incidents to relate, and how to describe them. 
Never bad I a more attentive audience — never did I hcar.soiinder judg- 
ments. The time passed with extreme rapidity in this soft physical and 
mental twilight, and yet, when I left tl.c hut, 1 felt as if I quitted a long- 
accustomed home." — Steffens, in his “ fras ich erlebte,** 
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E. 

Lowest, 0th January, 20”, 

NE. 


EVENING , 


lliguest, 8th Oetr\or, 30.37, 

S\V. 1 

Ifigh.st, i m .Tune, 70“, 

N. 

Lowest, i*;M October, 28.02. 

w. 1 

fiowpst, i!i)d November, 20°, 

W. 

3 ^\ii;kme C ju) 

AXD Heat by Six’s Tin*i!Aio.Mr,TER. 


Coldest, Gth January, 


Wind 

20” 

Hottest, 23d Jnh% 


. Do. m\ . 

77” 

Mean leinperatarc of the year 1842, . 

. 

48.00” 

Wlatiier. 

Bits. 

Wind. 

Times. 

Fair, , 

187 

N. and NK 

47 

Ibiin, &c. 

178 

E. and SE. 

72 


— 

S. and SW. 

00 


305 

W. and NW. 

t4<' 


HaroinetcT during the fii’st four montbs of the year taken at noon, and the mean 
height f(T that time iu inch. 

The aurora borealis was observed but six times during the year, v)/., on the 
lf>t and loth Kebruary, •‘Id mid 12tl\ .ipril, 18th Jjjly, and i6th October 


{ 

I Mrri:oi:oi.ooK'Ai. Iahij:, 


JOxtractod from the Reglsti^r kept at Kinfauns Castle, 5()° SO'' N. L 



3 nAu>n 

O . M 


Mran TcinprratMrt' by^ 

Depth 
of Rain 
in 

Garden. 

No. OP Da V'* 

1842. 

* 

• 


Six’s Thcniiometer. 

Kaiii 

Fair 

U.'iroiii. 

Ther. 

nnroni 

Tlicr 


Mill. 

Mean. 

•)r 

Snotv. 

Jan. 

20.823 

32.41 

29..'<21 

32.*^ 

44 

12 

33.35 

2.41 

13 

18 

Feb. 

29.032 

37.71 

29.616 

37.25 

52 

27. 

L^).28 

1.91 

11 

n 

March 

29.525 

40.00 

2t).499 

39,32 

55 


41.48 

2.67 


17 

April 

30.013 

43.63 

30.023 

42.20 

04 

2,8 

44.70 

• • • 

... 

30 

May 

29.085 

50.22 

29.735 

48.19 

05 

36 

51.38 


14 

17* 

June 

29.804 

57.40 

20.738 

55.40 

76 

41 

55.86 

1.33 

11 

19 

July 

29.739 

57.22 

29.730 

50.22 

77 

39 

56.58 

2,80 

11 

20 

Aug. 

29.842 

58.15 

29.829 

58.03 

80 

39 

ISfRUl 

1.80 

• 6 ‘ 

25 

Sept. 

20.741 

54.50 

29.762 

50.40 

(•8 

38 

54.10 

1.42 

10 

SO 

Oct. 

20.706 

43.00 

29.749 

39.38 ■ 

64 

23 

43.70 

0.85 

4 

27- 

Nov. 

20.682 

38.96 

29..580 

37.53 

58 

25 

30.(A 

'2.78 

11 

19 

Dec. 

20.63.7 

42.12 

29.707 

39.87 

57 

1 

20 

42*74 


i; 

U 

Average 

29.732 


29.732 

44.10° 

• 

j oLyi” 


40.04° 

• 


122 

243 

• 
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ANNUAL RESULTS. 


MORNING. 


Barometer. 


Thermometer, 


Orsbbvations. 

Wind. 

Observations. 

Wind. 

Highest, 7th January, 30.41, 

N. 

Highest, I3th August, 64^ 

W. 

Lowest, 23d October, 28.56, 

N. 

Lowest, 15th January, 23®, 

E. 


EVENING. 


Highest, 7th January, 30.40, 

N. 

Highest, 31st July, 65°, 

N. 

Lowest, 22d October, 28.50, 

,, W. 

Lowest, 16th January, 24°, 

E. 


Extiu’.mk Cold and Hkat by Six's Tiiermometeb. 

Coldest, Ifith January, Wind, E 12'’ 

Hottest, 18th Auj^ust, Do. S 80” 

Mean Temperature of the year 1812, 40.04' 


Weather. 

Fair, 

Day.**. 

213 

Wind. 

N. and NE 


Times. 

45 

Ruin, &c 

122 

E. and SE 


125 



S- and SW 


09 


305 

W. andNW. .. 

• 

90 

3(55 


The amount of rain last year at Kiiifauns Castle was inches: whereas 

during 1842, l-ut 28.10 inches fell : the difference being 8.00 inches. During 
1889, a great quantity of rain fell, but was succeeded by a ver> dry year ; but the 
quantity of rain, even then, was greater than during 1842. Tlic mean temperii 
ture of 1841, by the Kinfauns Uegistcr, was 45,88 ; 1842 wanner by l.Oti", 


Rksitl'Is ui’ Meteouoj.ooicai. Journal, kei’t at IlAKRAin. ni ar Cakm.sle, 
BY JosERU Atkinson, in 1842. 


BAROMETER. 

Mean height at 0 a.m 29.840 

Alr-in height at 9 r.u 29.821 

ISIeaii liciglit of both 29.820 

Highest A.Ai. on the 8th Oct. ...80.509 
Lowest A.M. on the 25th Nov....28.0.’59 
Highest p.M. on the 9th April. . .30. .503 
Lowest I’.M. on the 23d Oct. ...28.405 

TIIRRMOMETEM. 


Mean oV Maximum 53.5 

Mean of Minimum 43.5 

Mean of both 48.5 

Highest, on the 18th August ...81.3 
Lowest, /jn the 2 1 st October ... 1 4.8 

rain: 

Total quantity 21.825 


Average quantity for the same 1 

, ^ month for seven years J * 

Number of days on which rain ( 

Average number of days for i 
seven years 


Number ok Day*-. 

N....14i E....221 S. ...3J.'. W. ... 30 
NNE.41 ESE3i SSW.24i WN W.121 
NE 361 SE. 401 SW. 70^ i\ W....10^ 
ENE.61 S8E.23 WSW.201 N^W. li 


Dais. 

Total Easterly 1504 

Total Westerly 'llj 

Calm 81 

Moderate 109 

Breeze 38 

Sta'ong Breeze . 20 

Stormy 1 1 

WEATHER. 

Clear 47 

Sun shone out 319 

Cloudy 132 

Rain, 171 ; Snow, 15 == 186 

Frostt 58 

Thunder 8 

Hail X6 
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Alford Meteorological TeAlefor 1842. By Dr Farquharson, LL.D., 

F.11.S.E, 

• 

Mean Results of the Thermometer^ and the quantity of Rain, for 1842, 
at Alford— about Lat. 57'’13 1^. ; 420 feet above tho level of the sea, and 26 
miles inland from the Sea at Aberdeen.’ Also, the number of fair days, and 
of days on wliich Rain or Snow fell, more or less. 

Tho Thermometer was registered at OJ h.,^A.M., and 8 h., r.M. ; and the 
daily extremes, at the latter hour. 



Mean 

Mo.'in 

Moan 

Mean 

of 

tlaily 

highost 

and 




Numlicr 

Xiiiiiber 


of 

Highest 

Lowest 

1?ain 

of 

of 


of 

of 

Morn. 

in the 

in tho 

ill 

Fair 

Rainy 

Morn. 

Even. 

and 

on. 

Month. 

Month. 

Jnclio.s. 

Day.s. 

Days. 


low os t. 

Jan. ... 

32.°48 

33.71 

33°.09 

33.4 

43° 

17° 

1.8 

17 

14 

Fob. ... 

35.39 

37.14 

36.26 

37.88 

49 

18 

2.00 

19 

9 

March 

39.74 

40.35 

Eimhi 

40.53 

58 

mm 

2.25 

17 

14 

April... 

43.53 


44.28 

45.8 



.7 

27 

3 

May ... 


51.25 

51.1,55 

51.19 

68 

36 

1.25 

15 

16 

Juno ... 

5C!8 

56.7 

56.75 

55.49 

74 

38 

3.2 

15 

15 

July ... 

56.35 

56.25 

56.3 

55.77 

72 

40 

2.875 

17 

14 

Aug. ... 
Sept. ... 

59.U4 

60. 

59.87 

59.59 

73 

*41 

1.45 

1 19 

12 

53.13 

53.13 

53.13 


70 

34 

3.7 

14 

16 

Oct. .. 

43.12 

43.8 

43.46 

43.93 


18 

5.2 


12 

Nov. ... 

,38. 

Mwm 


38.46 

55 

26 

7.1 

12 

18 

Dec. ... 

42.64 


43.25 

^3.91 

56 

, 27 

1.15 

23 

■1 


45.99 

46.61 

46.3 

46.62 



33.225 

214 

151 




Moan 










of 










Yoar. 








Mean Temperature of ten years, 4r)'’172 

Mean Rain in eight years, 30.793 Inehes. 


Mean Temperature of ten years, 4r)'’172 

Mean Rain in eight years, 30.793 Inehes. 


The year, as a whole, has been unusually delightful, without any of tho 
extremes of heat or cold, Tho crop has boon about an average one in grain, 
and safely got in ; but the fodder somewhat deficient, owing ^;hiefly to tho 
drought of April, Mjiy, and the first pjirt of Juno. The hay, owing to the 
same cause, was very light, and in some cases the potatoes failed spring. 
Alter some wintry and rainy weather in Novepber, December beciime a dry 
and pleasant month, and all the autumnal labours of the field ^vero put into’ 
great forwardness. 
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Meteorological Table for 1843. 

Kept at Rutland Square, Edinburgh, by Mr R. D. Paul. 
Table I. — Januaby. 


1843. 

Ther. 

Mu.y. 

Ther. 

Min. 

Ther. 

Mean. 

Barom. 

4p.8,a.m. 

Therm. 

ip.8,A.II. 

Bur. 

8, p. 1. 

Ther. 

8, P. M. 

Rain. 

Hail. 


Wind. 

Meteors. 

Jan. 1. 

34“ 

28* 

31' 


28" 

29.99 

31“ 




N. 


0 

32 

23 

27 

29.96 

29 

30.00 

27 




N. 


... 3. 

44 

32 

38 

29.93 

32 

29.69 

41 

... 


... 

S.W. 


... 4. 

36 

32 

34 

29.49 »■ 

32 

29.49 

33 




N.W. 



34 

30 

IBM 


33 

29.89 

32 




N.W. 


■MR 

mm 

34 

iH 

29.85 

35 

29.65 

36 




«.W. 


■m 

37 

28 

32 

K£H 

37 

.29.13 

33 




W. 


... 8. 

33 

24 

28 

28.92 

28 

mm 

26 




W. 


... 1). 

37 

32 

34 

29.29 


28.66 

36 




S.W. 


... 10. 

3:1 

28 

Eh 

28.41 

33 


28 

AA * 



N.W. 


... 11. 

33 

24 

28 

28.71 

29 


28 




N.W. 

Lunar Halo. 

... 12. 

Eh 

26 

28 

28.71 

28 

28.76 

26 




N.W. 

Solar Halo. 

... 13. 

35 

32 

33 

28.32 

31 

28.23 

32 




S. E. 


... U. 

32 

23 

27 

28.49 

32 

28.55 

24 




N.W. 


... L). 

30 

20 

28 

28.62 

27 

28.81 

26 



... 

N. 


... IG. 

37 

30 

3:1 

msmm 

36 

98.31 

31 




N. 


... 17. 

43 

IH 

41 

29.78 

38 

29.48 

43 




S.W. 


... 18. 

40 

44 

45 

29 96 

44 

30.11 

46 

■ . * 

... 


S.W. 


... 19. 

46 

fsm 

43 

30.21 

44 

30.!i() 

43 

• Bf 

••c 


S.W. 


... 20, 

43 

32 

37 

30.12 

42 

29.99 

35 




S.W. 


... 21. 

38 

32 

35 

29.81 

34 

29.71 

37 

t* • 

... 

ta « 

S. E. 


... 22. 

45 

40 

42 

29.70. 

41 

EBM 

45 




S.W. 


... 23. 

44 

42 

43 

29.68 

41 

29.39 

43 

• i» 



s. 


... 24. 

46 

42 

44 

2936 

44 

29.42 

43 




S.W. 


... 20. 

45 

42 

43 

29.55 

42 

29.67 

45 




w. 


... 20. 

47 

43 

45 

29.69 

42 

2968 

43 




w. 


... 27. 

51 

44 

47 

29.46^ 

48 

Lj.:i8 

52 




w. 


... 28. 

"47 

mm 

43 

29.21 

44 

29.50 

1 40 




w. 

EHH 

... 29. 

mm 

40 

45 

29.4.1 

41 

29.30 

48 




w. 


... 30 

44 

39 

41 

29.13 

40 

29.44 

EH 




N.W. 


... 31. 

t 

49 

36 

42 

29.43 

44 

29.15 

48 




S.W. 


McanS; 

40.12 

33.80 

36.67 

29.403 

36.41 

29.357 


13 

H 

R 




RESULTS. 



BAROMETER, 

THERMOMETER. 


Highesty 

. . 30.21 

Highest, • 

BV 

Lowest, 

. . . 28.23 

Lowest, 

23° 

Mean,^, 

. , ' . ' 29.380 

Mean, 

36.67 


WINDS. 



Wv7 ; W.W. 7 ; N. 4 ; N.E. 0 ; E. 0 j S.E. 2 ; S. 1 ; S.W. 10. 

Memoranda.— January 1.2. fine. 8. Cloudy; windy r.M.; thermo* 
mcterdP.M, 3j’. ^3. Windyp.M. 6. Morning hazy. 7. Stormy at in- 
tervaL, during day, with rain and sleet ; snow 7 r.u, ; night stormy, 
it. Heavy snow ; windy. 9. Saow a.h. ; heavy gale after 1 p.m.; snow 



















371 . 


Meteorological Tables. 

again, • during night. 10. Fine. 11^ Fine ; hazy j large lunar halo 
half-past 7 p.m. 12. Hazy; a colourless ring round the sun all day ; 8 
p.M. ground thickly covered with hoar frost ; barometer commenced to 
sink 11 P.M., the wind at the same time rose iTrom S.E., and an hour-or 
two afterwards, increased to the most violent storm, probably ever re- 
collected, and, at the same time, considering the short time it lasted, was 
productive of immense loss both of life and property. • 13. Seven a.m. 
stormy, snow occasionally during day, but calm ; sleet 10 p.m. 14. 15. 
Frosty. 16. Barometer rose very rapidly during last night, followed by 
a thaw. 17. 18. 19. Cloudy. 20. Cloudy^ thermometer at 5 p.m. 39°. 
21. Fine ; thermometer 5 p.m. 32^, but by 10 o’clock p.m. had risen to 
38’ ; niglit cloudy. 22. Cloudy. 23. Cloudy ; stormy at 8 p.m. 24. 
Windy ; rain 9 p.m. 26. Windy ; night stormy. £6. Ditto ; tempera- 
ture ; 11 P.M. 47^ 27. 28. Stormy. 29. The same ; barometer again 
began to sink at 9 p.m. ; wind much higher, with heavy and constant 
rain. 30. 31. Stormy; nights of both days especially so. 

In London the storm of the 13th January last was severely felt. About 
three o'clock a.m. a sharp wind sprang up from south, southwest, and 
shortly before four o’clock a heavy rain began, which continued until 
daybreak. About nine o’clock tliere was a heavy fall of hail ; and as 
the forenoon advanced, the wind increased in violence, until between 
twelve and one o’clock, it blew a perfect hurricane from the southwest, 
which lasted for nearly an hour. 

Livrrpoof, Jan. 14. — During the whole of yesterday the falling of the 
barometer gave unerring symptoms of the approach of a severe storm. 
The gale increased as the night advanced, a/!d from twelve until five this 
morning, a hurricane raged, hardly less fierce, but fortunately less de- 
structive as regards life and property, than the memorable one of the 7th 
January 1839. At noon, on the 14th, barometer at 28.80, having fallen 
from 28.85, at which point it stood at 9 a.m. 

The great and long-continued depression of the barometer, duringwtliis 
monll), came to a cr^is on tbc 16tli instant. In tlic*morning, it again 
began to sink after a sudden rise the night before, the wind having veered 
to nortli. In the evening of the 16tli instant, the barometer was again 
below 29 inches, and towards midnight the wind went t5 S.W., when 
the frost went entirely off, the temperature atmosphere becoming , 

extremely mild, without frost even by night ; but to make u^for this, 
constant gales and rain prevailed, until the Inorning of the 2d February, 
when the frost returned, accompanied by snow from N.W. The de- 
pression of the barometer on the ISth was very extensive*, the storm not 
only extending throughout the kingdom, but also on the Continent, 
where it was, in many parts, more de8tnictiv,e than in Britain. 
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Table H. — ^February. 


lSi3. 

u 

Ther. 

Min. 

Thcr, 

Med. 

Barom. 

4 p. 8 A. M 

Therm. 

^p. 8 A. H. 

Bar. 

8 r.M. 

Ther. 

8 P. H. 

Rain. 

Hail. 

1 

Wind. 

Meteors. 

Feb. 1. 

42 

32 

37 

29.38 

as"* * 

29.18 

38 




W. 

Liffhtninjr. 

0 

33 

in 

31 

29.08 

32 

29.11 

32 




N.W. 

Do. 

... 3. 

32 

19 

•25 

28.89 

30 

29.18 

32 




N.W. 


... 4. 

34 

29 

31 

29.53 

32 

29.81 

29 




N. 


... 5. 

35 

20 

27 

29.80 

ar 

29.87 

27 




N. 


... 6 

35 

a3 

30 

29.93 

22 

29.96 

33 




N.E. 


... 7. 

38 

37 

37 

,a).io 

as 

30.15 

37 





N.E. 


... 8. 

38 

36 

37 


38 

30.05 

38 




N.E. 


... 9. 

36 

30 

33 


36 

•m\ 

32 




N.E. 


... 10. 

31) 

34 

35 

30.09 

33 

30.08 

ai 




N. E. 


... 11. 

38 

36 

37 

30.10 

36 

30.10 

36 




N.E. 


... 12. 

40 

3.3 

36 

do.n 

38 

30.08 

a5 




E. 


... 13. 

3.5 

25 

30 

29.93 


29.73 

32 




W. 


... 14. 

28 

16 

22 

29.G9 

27 

29.89 

21 




N. 


... 15. 

27 

IS 

22 

29.41 

21 

29.17 

23 




W. 


... b). 

2S 

19 

23 

29.13 

23 

29.27 

24 




N. 


... 17. 

32 

21 

26 

29.i9 

23 

29.59 

28 




N. 


... IS. 

34 

29 

31 

29.61 

2.5 

29.60 

31 




N E. 


... 19. 

37 

.32 


29-60 

30 

29.50 

32 




E. 


... 20. 

38 

35 


29.11 

36 

29.39 

36 




E. 


... 21. 

37 

3<) 

36 

29.39 

35 

29.41 

;35 




E. 


. 22. 

39 

34 

3) 

29.41 

37 

2940 

ai 




E.: 


;!.* 23! 

38 

8) 

36 

20.49 

36 

29.62 

.'16 




E. 


... 24. 

39 

3»j 

37 


38 

•29.65 

a5 




E. 


... 25. 

38 

33 

35 

29.63 

36 

29 62 

31 




E. 


... 26. 

36 

as 

34 

2957 

34 

29.38 

35 




E. 


... 27. 

36 

31 

.ai 

29.18 

33 

2909 

ai 




S. E. 



36 

27 

31 

29.22 

32 

29.19 

33 




N. E. 


.Moans, 

35.53 

29.53 

32.21 

29.605 

32.30 


32.39 

11 

4 

13 




RESULTS. 


Iliglicst, 

Lowest^ 

Alcan, 


BAROMETER. 

30.15 

28.80 

29.606 


TIIERMOMETKH. 

Highest, 

Lowest, 

Mean, 


42 ^* 

16® 

32.21 


WINDS. 

W. 3 ; N.W. 2; N. 6 ; N.E. 8; E. 9; S.E.' 1 ; S. 0; S.W. 0. 


Memoranda.— JIfe/cor. — Shortly after eight o'clock, on the evening of 
tlie 6th, a ^orilliant meteor passed ovc^ a considerable part of the north 
of the county of Nottingham. Its course was from N.W., and in its 
direct path it went a' little to the east of Grove, near Retford. Its colour 
was a (iark red, and its velocity not less than 50 or 60 miles in a minute. 
— Nottingham Journal * 

The Late Gales. — Feh, 18. — During the last six weeks, the sacrifice 
of life and property at sea has been without parallel in the history of our 
mercantile afTairs. Upon reference to Lloyd s books, it appears that the 
total number of vessels wrecked during the storm of the 13th January, 
was 180, and the number of persons lost, 453. On the coast of England 
154 vessels, ifiid WO lives. On the coast of Scotland, 17, and 30 lives. 
On ll|e coast of Ireland 6, and 104 lives, and on the coast of Friince 4 
ivessels, and 100 lives. The value of the vessels and cargoes have been 
roughly estimated at L.585,000,fvi7i. vessels at L.405,000, and cargoes at 
L;;80,000. 
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.1 

1 0 
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llfffi' 
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U 1 1 1 
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00 

to 

CO 

•4 
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oioi-^^habocoi^ 
OS CO 09 ' SO itk. feO 

iSk 09 M 09 

09 «0 O 

10 M bo bk 
o ‘CO 90 ea 

Mean 

9 A.X. 


I 

lo iiw e« o> 09 

CO 09 CO ^ <n 09 
^ M ca 09 09 

53.50 

58.8 

3 S ^ 

« s t 5 

r 1 

i 

4 

67.26 

66.41 

S7.6 

49.42 

36.72 

29.28* 

53.46 

59.85 

iSk 09 09 

^ £ s: S' 
« - 

1? 

M 

.W 

: 

S 3 S S S S 

00 

^ 09 

00 ^ ea pc 

•>4 O 09 OOe 

m 


• 

50 

50 

32 

33 

12 

10 

32 

32 

09 ^ t-i* 

09 ea 00 tOo 

iB-? 

5.&i 

a» 


^9 

CO 

1 

29.135 

29.173 

29.109 

29.077 

29.016 

i 29.038 

: 29.049 

i 29.038 

1 28.922 
[ 28.947 

1 29.062 
! 29.0325 

~-S* 

o S.W 

Itl 

W 

: 

• 29.40 

29.40 

29.33 

29 J3 

29.50 

29.48 

29.43 

29.36 

S g S 

bo Sa. 09 la. 

CO ea •a 09 

Highest. 

► 

so 

0 

1 

! 

28.83 

28.88 

28.70 

28.64 

28.28 

28.52 

28.70 

28.74 

28.50 

28.40 

28.55 

28.55 

• 

Lowest. 


36.68 

4.8 

2.7 

3.75 

1.75 

4.05 

4.5 

0.9 

3.6 
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1842, December 5. — Sir T. Makdougall Brisbane, Bart., 
President, in the Chair. 

p 

1. On the Construction of a New Music Hall. By Sir George 
S. Mackenzie, Bart. 

December 19. — The Right Honourable Lord Greenock, Vice- 
President, in the Chair. 

1. Letter on Terrestrial Magnetism, addressed to the Secre- 

tary. By Professor Hansteen of Christiania. 

2. Notice of the occurrence in Scotland of the Tetrao mediusy 

fehewing that supposed species to be a hybrid. By James 
Wilson, Esq. 

There exists in several northern continental countries a peculiar 
kind of grouse, called by foreign naturalists Tetrao mediusy on ac- 
count of its exhibiting, as it were, a combination of the characters of 
the wood-grouse or capercailzie on the one hand, and of tho black- 
cock on the other. It is never found except in countries inhabited 
by the two species last nqmed ; and as it presents a union of their 
characters, several naturalists have inferred that it is not itself a 
distinct kind, but a hybrid, resulting from the casual intercourse of 
tho other two. But most naturalists have maintained that it is a 
distinct species, chiefly upon tho principle, that, in the wild state, 
birds of different species do not intermingle sexually with each other. 
Mr Wilson, however, having discovered that, in certain districts of 
Scotland into which Lord Broadalbano lias lat(dy introduced the 
capercailzie, .and in which the black-cock previously existed in abund- 
ance, this so-called intermediate grouse *has also now made its appear- 
ance, he..^raws the conclusion, that it is not a distinct species, but a 
hybrid or mule. “ It had- not been previously known in Scotland, 
at least in our times, — it has not been introduced by any one from 
abroad, — and- yet hero we now find it in the very districts inhabited 
by the otlier two.” Mr Wilson exhibited a specimen recently killed 
on the estate of Dunira, aqd shewed its entire agreement with the 
foreign T. medius, comparing it with a specimen from Norway. 

8. On the Coloration of the Blood. By the late Daniel Ellis, 
'Esej./ F.R.S.E. Comiiiunicated by Dr Christison. 
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1843, January 9.— Dr Abbrcbohbie, Vice-Pr^Ident, in 
the Chair. 

1. On the Growth of the Salmon. By IVIr Andrew Young, In- 
Tershin,Satherlandshire^CommanicatedbyJames Wilson, 
Esq. 

Mr Young has here taken up th^ subject of the salmon's growth 
where it was necessarily left off by Mr Shaw. So far as the 
earliest or fresh-water state of the fish is concerned, he entirely 
agrees with the observer just named. He then states the various 
opinions which prevail regarding the more or less rapid growth of 
smolts and grilse, and shews by tabular lists (the result of frequently 
repeated experiments), that the increase in their dimensions is ex- 
traordinary so soon as they descend into the salt water. So far back 
as the months of April and May 1837, he marked a number of de- 
scending smolts, by making a peculiar perforation in the caudal fin, 
by means of small nipping irons constructed for the purpose. He 
re-captured a considerable number of them ascending the rivers as 
grilse, ill the course of the ensuing months of Juno and July, and 
weighing several pounds each, more or loss according to the differ- 
ence in the length of their sojourn in the sea. Again, in April and 
May of 1842, lie marked a number of descending smolts, by clipping 
off the little adipose fin upon the back. In June and July he caught 
several of them returning up the river, and bearing his peculiar 
mark, — ^the adipose fin being absent. Two of these specimens were 
exliibited to the Society. One marked in April, and re-captured on 
the 25th of July, weighed 71b.; the other, marked in May and re- 
captured on the 30th J uly, weighed 3^ lb. As the season advOiHces 
grilse increase in si^se, those being the largest which abide the longest 
in the sea. They spawn in the rivers after their first ascent, and 
before they have become adult salmon. 

Mr Young also described various experiments instituted with the 
view of showing the transition of grilse intcf salmon. He marked 
many small grilse after they bad spawned in winter, and were about 
to re -descend into the sea. He re-captured them in the course of 
the ensuing summer as finely-formed salmon, ranging in weight from 
9 to 14 lb., the difference still depending on the length* of* their 
sojourn in the sea. He has tried these experiments for many sea- 
sons, but never twice with the sauie mark. A specitben marked as 
a grilse of 4 lb. in January 1842, and re-captured as a ssdmon^of 
9 lb. in July, was exhibited to the» Society. If bore a peculiarly 
twisted piece of eopper wire in the iipper 16be of tlie baudaf fin.. 
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T)ios 6 marked and x'e-taken in 1841 were marked with hroiss wire 
in the dorsal fin. With these and other precautions Mr Ypung 
avoided the possibility of any mistake as to the lapse of time. Both 
grilse and salmon return uniformly to their native streams ; at least 
it very rarely happens that a fish bearing a particular mark is found 
except in the river where it was so marked. Salmon in the perfect 
state as to form and aspect, also increase rapidly in their dimensions 
on again reaching the sea. A spawned salmon weighing 12 lb. was 
marked on the 4th of March, and was re-captured on its return from 
the sea on the 10th of July, weighing 18 lb. Mr Young is of 
opinion that salmon rather diminish than increase in size during 
tlioir sojourn in rivers ; and he illustrates this and other points of his 
subject by numerous experiments and observations. 

2. On the Geology of Roxburghshire. By David Milne, Esq. 

Mr Milne divided his paper into two parts ; the first comprehending 
a description of the loading geological features of the district ; tho 
second containing the inferences of a cosmological character, which 
the facts related in the first part seemed to warrant. 

In describing tho goology of Roxburghshire, Mr Milne referred, 
firsts to the stratified rocks ; secondly^ to the igneous rocks ; and, 
thirdly t to tho superficial, cir (as they have been sometimes termed) 
the diluvial deposits. 

The stratified rocks wore stated to consist of tho following series, 
• beginning with the oldest, viz. — greywacke, old red sandstone, and 
the coal measures. As to the long-disputed question regarding the 
existence of the new-red sandstone formation in this county, Mr 
Milne, whilst not wishing to affirm absolutely tho non-existence of 
any strata whatever belonging to this epoch, referred to the older for- 
mation the great mass of the red sandstones abounding in the dis- 
trict, adding that ho had himself seen none which necessarily be- 
longed to a later epoch. 

It was stated that no fossils had been found in tho greywacke 
strata, but that in the old red sandstone formation, scales and bones 
of the Hohyptychkis had been found embedded both in tho red and 
the white coloured strata. 

• The igneous rocks consist of all the varieties of felspars, basalts, 
and greenstones, kbown in other parts of Scotland, tho first men- 
tioned of these being the oldest. All these rocks occur in the form 
of dykes, as well as hills, of which tho Eildons and Cheviots are the 
highest and most extensive. 
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The* superficial deposits consist, beginning with the oldest, of the 
boulder clay^ well known in the Lothians, — of sand and*gravels,«i^nd 
of great blocks or rounded fragments of rocks, all strewed over the 
surface. It was mentioned, that, whilst the boulder clay was depo- 
sited in tumultuous waters (presenting no signs of stratification), the 
sands and gravels being for the most part stratified, have been depo- 
sited by waters not in viol*ent action. The greater number of boul- 
ders in Liddesdalo consist of grey granite, very similar to that of 
Criffel, situated between thirty and forty miles to the westward. 

In part 2d, the author observed, that the greywacke formation, 
presenting as they do enormous foldings, in consequence of which the 
formation is traversed by ridges and valleys, all running oast and 
west by compass, must have been acted on here, as throughout the 
rest of this part of the island, by a force or system of forces, which 
acted in a particular direction ; and that as hardly any igneous rocks 
whatever occur, within tho limits of this formation, it seemed that 
the greywacke strata had not been elevated and folded together by 
igneous action, but more probably in consequence of changes in the 
form of the Earth’s nucleus, as suggested by Elie do Beaumont. 

Tho elevation of tho greywacke ranges was followed by eruptions 
of felspathic and a few greenstone rocks, which took place chiefly on 
the outskirts of that formation ; and from the sediment afforded by 
the wearing down of these rocks, still at the bottom of a sea, the stra- 
tified rocks surrounding and partly coveting these older rocks were 
formed. As the heaviest sediment would be deposited first, the sand- 
stones filled with oxide of iron, and now constituting the principal 
beds of the old rod sandstone formation, would girdle the hills of 
greywacke and older felspathic rocks ; whilst the strata of white sand- 
stone, shales, and limestones, being composed o£ lighter sediment, 
would be carried farther, and become members of the coal measures 
situated in Liddesdale, Northumberland, and Berwickshire. 

The formation of the whiifstone dykes, one of which was described 
as running in a NW. direction, for aboui tiventy-four miles, was# 
ascribed by the author to tho irruption of igneous matter info fissures 
previously formed in the earth’s crust. 

Tho beds of gravel and sand, as well as the boulders, the author 
thought might all bo explained on tho supposition, that the district 
had been covered by tho waters of the ocean, \^hen they were depo-' 
sited. He adduced facts and arguments "for tho f)urpose of shewing 
that certainly none of these deposits could have been formed by gla- - 
cial action, and that probably sul^narino currents,, or great*wavcs, 
such as are known to have been prdduced by submarine eruptions, 
would be sufficient to account for all tho phenomena. 
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3. On the Property of Transmitting Light, possessed by 
Charcoal and Plumbago, in fine plates and particles* 
By John Davy, M.D., &c. 

The charcoal of the pith of the ‘Mder consists of plates of extra- 
ordinary thinness. It was in examining this charcoal, that the 
author first observed the property which is the subject of his paper. 
He detected it by means of the microscope, using a high magnifying 
power. By analogy, ho wao led to infer that the power of transmit- 
ting light must belong to charcoal in general, in all its varieties, 
when reduced to the state of fine powder or filaments, — an influence 
which he found confirmed by experiment in a number of diflPerent 
instances, as the charcoal of the pith of the sycamore, of the pith of 
the rush, the fibre of cotton, flax, &c. He also found it to belong to 
lamp-black, to cork in very fine powder, to anthracite, and plumbago. 

The light transmitted ho found to vary in its hues, from almost 
white, as in the instance of the thinnest plates of the charcoal of tho 
pith of tho elder, to brown and red of various shades, in the instances 
of lamp-black, anthracite, and plumbago. 

Ho considers tho property of translucency belonging to charcoal 
and plumbago, in their finely divided state, as favourable to the 
opinion now commonly received, that these substances and diamond 
owe their marked peculiari*^ics not to <iiffcrcnco of chemical mixture, 
but of mechanical structure. Incidentally, ho notices the specific 
gravities of these substances, — stating, as tho result of his own ex- 
periments, that the specific gravity of charcoal, cork, and anthracite, 
is about 1.5; and that of plumbago about the same, making allow- 
ance' for tho ferruginous and earthy matter with which the carbon in 
this mineral is milced. ' 

In conclusion, ho offers the conjecture, that tho coloured tints of 
vapour and fluids in which carbon is suspended, may be connected 
with the translucency of this substance, and that other bodies, hither- 
to considered opaque, may be found capable of transmitting light, 
when examined in a mannepr similar to that which he Ifas employed. 

Januqry^ 23'.— The Very Reverend Principal Lee, V.P., in 

the Chair. 

1. Chemical Obdfbrvations on the Flowers of the Camellia 
Japonica, Magnolia grandiflora, and Chrysanthemum 
. Leu^anthemum ; and bn three proximate principles 
which they contain. Part I. By Dr Hope. 
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2. On the Law of Visible Position in Single and Binocular 
. Vision, and on the Representation of Solid' Figures, by 
the union of two dissimilar plane figures on the Retinae. 
By Sir David Brewster, K.H. Part 1. 


Proceedings of the Wemeriah Natural History Society. 

(Continued from last No., p. 177.) 

Decembrr 10. 1842 Professor Jamesox, President, in the Chair. 

Mr Torrie read Mr Henry Goodsir’s account of two new genera 
of Crustacea, found by him in the Firth of Forth, and to which ho 
has given the names of Bodotria and Alauna (published in the last 
No. of this Journal, p. 119); also Dr Traill’s description of a new 
species of Serpent from Deraerara, which he has named Elaps 
Jamesoni (published in the last No. of this Journal, p. 53). There 
was exhibited a very fine specimen of the Squalus vulpes, or Fox- 
Shark, 13 feet long, taken in Largo Bay in August last. 

January 28. 1843. — The Bight Honourable Lord Gueenock, V.P., 

in tho Chair. 

Dr Neill road a notice regarding tho vcntriloquistic song of a red- 
breast, contained in a letter addressed tc^him by James Heriot, Esq. 
of Ramornie. Dr Hamilton read a paper communicated to the So- 
ciety, entitled. The Ancient Chronology of the World, and its ap- ^ 
plication to Geology and the Natural History of Man. 

February 25. — Sir William Newbigging, V.P. in the Chair. 

• • 

Mr Torrie read Dr Mathie Hamilton’s observations on the Llama, 
Alpaca, Vicuna, and Guanaco of Peru (published in the present No. 
of this Journal, p. 285). Mr John Goodsir read a*paper by his 
brother, Henry D. G. Goodsir, Esq., surgesn, describing the Maidre^ 
or vast accuniulation of minute marine ^animals which pil^cedes tho 
appearance of a herring shoal, as observed off the Isle of May ; and 
detailing tho characters of a new species of Cetochilus. Mr Torrie 
read Dr Mathie Hamilton’s remarks on the production, &c.* of the 
Guano of commerce. 

3Iarrh 18. — Professor Jamesox, President, in the Chair. 

Mr Torrie read an account of the great explosion at Devef, by • 
Captain Stuart, communicated by. Ldrd Greenock (pubHshed hi this" 
No. of Journal, p. 337). Dr Traill read his paper on the iutroduc- 
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tion into Scotland of granite for ornamental purposes by Messrs 
Macdonald and Leslie, Aberdeen (published in this No. p. 341). 
Mr Torrio read a conimun^ication on the habits and structure of the 
Tinamus Guianensis by Dr Frazer, late of Demerara. Various 
Meteorological Tables were laid on the table. 


SCIENTIFIC INTELLIGENCE. 

METEOROLOGY. 

1. Variation of Temperature during the Russian Rxpedition 
to Khiva. — 'It has been stated to the Academy of Sciences by a 
Knssian officer who had accompanied the army to Khiva, that dur- 
ing the expedition, the thermometer fell to — 43° C. (— 46'^.4 
Fahr.) ; that for more than three months the mean temperature was 
between — 17° and — 18° ( + 1°.4 and — 0.4 F.) ; and that dur- 
ing their return, in the month of Juno 1840, the thermometer roso 
to + 46° C. (+ 114°.8 F.) Thus, in the course of a ‘few months, 
the troops were exposed to a variation of 89 degrees Centigrade, or 
160 degrees Fahrenheit. 

2. On the Movement and Structure of the Mer dc Glace of Cha- 
mouni. — On the 27th February 1843 Professor Forbes read a me- 
moir before the Royal Society of Edinburgh “ On the Motion of the 
Mer do Glace of Chamouni.” 

- The author detailed in this paper the methods of observation by 
which he was enabled to ascertain the daily and oven hourly motion 
of different parts of tho glacier. 

The following are some of tho principal results,: — 

I. In the particular case of the Mer de Glace, the motion of the 
higher parts of the glacier are on the whole slower than those of its 
lower portion, but the motion of the middle region is slower than 
either. ' ' 

The following table, the rQsult of observations at a series of ascend- 
ing stations, will authorize this conclusion. 

• Velocity. 

r ^ f 1*000 

^ Lower part, | 0.770 


Middle* do., 0.470 

^Higher do., 0.674 


II. Tiie Glacier du Geant moves faster than the Glacier de Lechaud 

in th^ proportion of 7 to 6. , * • 

III. The centre of the glacier moves faster than the sides. When 
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two* glaciers unite, they act as a single one in this respect, just as 
two united rivers would do. 

The author measured the velocities' at different places in the 
breadth of the glacier, and it was found to increase towards the centre* 
The following are the numerical results, assuming the motion of the 
ice near the edge as the standard or the unit of refe^*eiice. 

Side< . Centre, 

t.000 1.332 I.35S 1.367 

IV. The difference of motion of the^centre and sides of the gla- 
cier varies (1) with the season of the year, and (2) at different parts 
of the length of the glacier. 

1. From the observations made, the author concludes, that “the 
variation of velocity diminished as the season advanced ; and that it 
was proportional to the absolute velocity of the glacier at the same 
time.” 

2. The variation of <ho velocity with the breadth of the glacier is 
least considerable in the higher parts of the glacier, or near its 
origin. ^ 

V. The motion of the glacier generally varies with the season of 
the year and the state of the thermometer. 

Perhaps the most critical consideration of any for the various 
theories of glacier motion is the influence of external temperature 
upon the velocity. It is shewn in this •paper, by a direct numeric.! I 
comparison, and by projected curves, that in nearly every instance 
the velocity of the glacier, during any period of days, has a refe- 
rence to the temperature of the same period. If the thermometer 
fell, the glacier advanced slower, and vice versa. It is not, liow- 
ever, to be inferred that at the same external temperature the* velo- 
city will always bb the same ; only at any season, the change will 
always be in the same direction^ and governed by the thermometer, 
though not always the samQ in amount. 

The author also deduced from various indirect considerations, that 
it is very improbable that the glacier stands still in wintcF. Ojol the* 
contrary, he supposes that though its velocity is less than in summer, 
it still bears a considerable proportion to it. 

On the 20th March 1843,* Professor Forbes read a memoir to the 
Boyal Society of Edinburgh ^ on the structure of glaciers and tllb 
cause of their motion. 

With reference to his former paper of the* 27th Febuuary, the 
author stated that he had receivq^ a most satisfactory confirmStion 
of his opinion respecting the motion of glaciers in' wifiter. ^From 
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observations nia^e by his direction on the Mer do Glace of Cham- 
ouni, and in which he places entire confidence, it appears that the 
ice moved no less than 76 feet between the 12th December 18^2 
and 17th February 1843, or at the rate of 13J inches, per rficm, 
whilst its mean motion during the crOmmer was 17^ inches. 

The author then explained the manner in which he conceives the 
conoidal structure of glaciers to be due to the varying velocity of 
different points of their section producing discontinuity by minute 
fissures, which are infiltrated and ultimately frozen. He had before 
satisfied himself that the forms of these surfaces are such as the mo- 
tion of the particles of a viscid fluid, obstructed by the sides and bot- 
tom of the canal in which it moves, would engender. But to make 
this more palpable, he has endeavoured to imitate the motion of a 
glacier, by causing a plastic fluid of different colours to mould itself 
by the action of gravity in an inclined bed, and he has thus succeed- 
ed ill reproducing the forms of the structural surfaces of glaciers so 
precisely that they cannot be distinguished from the curves which he 
had drawn as representing the actual phenomena. — See ^Edinburgh 
Philosophical Journal^ Oct. 1842, pages 346, 347.* 

Professor Forbes recapitulated the proofs that the glacier moves 
as a plastic mass, the friction of whose parts is less than their fric- 
tion upon tlio surface over which they tend to slide ; and he bases his 
theory upon three classes tf facts, which he considers that he has 
demonstrated. 1. That the glacier moves like a stream, fastest at 
the centre. 2. That its velocity is immediately governed by tlio 
external temperature and the state of infiltration of the ire hv water 
at the time. 3. That the forms which its veined structure assumes 
are t&ose due to the movement of a semi-solid mass in the manner 
supposed. 

3. Climate of Malta , — Many of the remarks which have been 
made on the Ionian Islands, in relation%to climate and seasons, are 
pecessarily applicable t.o , Malta. Situated farther south, its mean 
anmial tefnperaturo is higher ; its surface being less elevated, its 
highest hills not exceeding 600 feet ; and being farther removed 
from lofty mountains, and surrounded by a greater expanse of sea, 
its temperature during the greater part of the year is more equable ; 
knd lastly, being nearer to the coast of Africa, it is more liable to 
be invaded by hit v^ds, aiid in summer to experience excessive de- 
grees of .heat. 

^ 

* OUr read^rsi nre requested to cofrect a typographical error at line 6, p. 
vol. xxxpi, viz., for annular rings, read annual rings. — E dit. 
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As regards temperature, in considering the clhnate of Malta, il is 
necessary to distinguish between the town and the country, the cir- 
cumstances of the two being in many respects peculiar, and occa- 
sioning a marked difference in the results of the thermoinetvical ob- 
servations. The town of Valefta, by its massive buildings and com- 
paratively narrow streets, js well fitted to equalize temperature. The 
country, on the contrary, being almost entirely destitute of wood, its 
surface rocky, its soil scanty, is better adapted to radiate heat. This 
distinction is commonly neglected, and,iin consequence, the observa- 
tions which have been made in the city have been applied to the 
whole island ; and an exaggerated idea has been formed of the 
equability of the temperature of Malta, and especially during the 
heats of summer.* 

4. Ignis Fatuus (Will-with-a-Wisp^ Jack-with-a- Lantern, 
Spunkie ) observed near Bologna ^ — In the Annali di Fisica, &c. 
(vol. iii. p. 36), thcrols an interesting notice respecting this phe- 
nomenon by Dr Quirino Barillic Filepauti, from which we think it 
proper to make the following extract : — 

“ The painter Onofrio Zanotti assured me, that one evening, as 
he was walking with some one in the street Lungo-Reno, he saw, 
near the house of Professor Santini, globes of fire, in the form of 
flames, issuing from between the paving-stones of tho street, and 
even among his feet. They rose upwards and disappeared ; he even 
felt their heat when they passed near him. According to the infor- 
mation I have collected from many individuals, I have ascertained, 
that St Elmo’s fire is often seen in the neighbourhood of the town. 


* Mountains and wiHeys, the former considerably beloTf the region of perpetual 
snow, the latter moderately open and exposed to sunshine, appear to have an effect 
in equalizing temperature somewhat similar to that of massive buildings in towns 
and narrow streets, lii travelling on the continent late in au<!hnin, and in tho 
depth of winter, in passing from a low plain country, as from Franco into SuAoy^ 
or from Lower into Upper Austria, I have been sfruclc with surprise^t tho mild-*^ 
ness of the aii^of the mountain valleys compared with the cold experienced in the 
lower and open country. But, on reflection, is not the difference such as niig'ht 
be expected, considering the causes in operation which have an effect on atmos- 
pheric temperature, and especially .those connected with the radiation of heat ? 
The damp mountain forests, in absorbing and giving out heat, may act like moui^ 
tain lakes and streams. The rocks on the moqntain sides, besides absorbing iCiid 
giving out heat, must throw back heat which they reci^ frJni the valleys. In 
the economy of nature, the circumstances alluded to seem to be a beautiful provL 
sion fur softening the severity of winter, and rendering habitable regions ^hich * 
the imagination is disposed to^conceivc tiie^at of s^mis and anclpuiency^during 
the winter season . — Dr Davy on the Ionian laiandt and MnUay \t)]. i..p. 
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and I have learned in vhat places it appears most frequently.' I 
have therefore gone in the evening, sometimes to one placOi sometimes 
to another, and continued my observations for many days, both 
during a clear and cloudy sky. I took up my station chiefly at the 
entrance to the cemetery, because I ryas assured that it was there in 
particular where it appeared, although, in fact, I did not notice ono 
at this point. These researches were undertaken in tho autumn, 
when, according to the general opinion, this luminous phenomenon 
shews itself more frequently than at any other season, perhaps on 
account of the rapid changes of the atmospheric pressure, which 
allow the gases enclosed in the earth to escape more easily, by fa- 
vouring their natural elasticity, 

I perceived only three of these lights, but on different nights. The 
first was one of those which issue from the ground, rise to a certain 
height, and then suddenly become extinguished. I can say nothing 
more respecting these than that they rise rapidly in a vertical line 
to a height of three or four metres, and then become extinct with a 
slight detonation. The second moved in a horizontal direction, and 
I could not long follow it. Tho wind carried it to the banks of the 
river Idice, where it disappeared. With regard to the third, which 
afforded mo the opportunity of making the experiments I wished, I 
mus*t enter into more circumstantial details. 

A place fruitful of ignes /atui is the parish of San-Donino, parti- 
cularly in the neighbourhood of the small church of Ascension, about 
two miles from Bologna, and especially quite close to a pool, in a 
‘ rivulet where, three years ago, three sacrificial vessels of fine Homan 
workmanship were found. On many successive nights I have re- 
paired to this spot, but in vain. However, ono evening in October, 
which w^as succeeded by an aurora borealis and rain, I entered tho 
house of a peasant on the field where the pool occurs. Shortly after, 
I opened tho window, which overlooks t]/e place where tho phenome- 
non most commonly shews itself. About 11 o’clock I saw the light 
appear which I was desirous to observe ; and I instantly seized the 
stick which I always kept rehdy for the purpose, and which bad some 
flax attached to its extremity, and speedily repaired to the spot indi- 
cated. * "Wflien 1 was not more than about twenty feet from the light, 
£ stopped a moment to observe it. It had the form and colour of an 
ordinary flame, ;Vi^itlij| slight discharge of smoke. Its thickness was 
about a decimetre ; ^iid it was moving slowly in a direction from 
south to north. When I approached nearer it changed its direction, 
retired from mo, and began to rise upwards. I hurried forward with 
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my stick, and thrust it into tho flailie, which kindled th6 flax. Soon, 
after, the Jack-o'-lantern became extinct at a height of about two or 
three feet above the stature of a man. It soon after reappeared of 
smaller size (for I was led to believe that it was the same), on an- 
other pool placed at a little dist&uce. I ran immediately towards it, 
but in vain, as it vanished in a few seconds. I saw no others that 
night. Tho remains of the flax had not that garlick-like smell pe- 
culiar to phosphorus, but a faint peculiar odour which I cannot de- 
fine, and which appeared to mo to bo rather of a sulphureous and am- 
tfioniacal nature.* 


GEOLOGY. 

5. Geological Chronometer . — The Athemewn gives an abstract of a 
paper, read by Mr Lyell to tho Geological Society, which affords some 
data for guessing at the period when the Mastodon lived, the gigan- 
tic quadruped whose bwies are found in the soil in various part« of 
North America. Near Goat Island, which is cIokSO to the Falls of 
Niagara, and at the Whirlpool, which is four miles further down, 
Mr Lyell found a fluviatile deposit, 40 feet thick at tho latter locality, 
consisting of beds of sand, and containing many recent shells, with 
remains of the Mastodon. When the deposit was formed by the 
river, its waters must have been 300 feet higher than at present. 
It follows, that the deep channel from the Whirlpool to Goat’s 
Island was then uncut, and that tho Falls were below the Whirlpool. 
Hence, it appears, that since tho bones of the Mastodon were depo- 
sited in these beds, tho Falls have receded (according to maps in our 
possession) four miles, and possibly much more, for when the depo- 
sit was formed, tho Falls may have been, not at the Whirlpocfl, but 
some miles below 4t. According to an estimate made some years 
ago, the Falls recede (by undermining the rock) about a yard per 
annum, but Mr Lyell assigns a foot as tho more probable amount ; 
and as they have receded in this case four^miles, or 20,000 feet, wo 
may infer that 20,000 years have elapsed since the bones«»werq de-*' 
posited in tlfe fluviatile sediment, and siifce the animal lived. If the 
estimated rate of recession is accurate, the time cannot be less tlian 
this, but it may he more. The result, though wantnig precision, is 
not without its value; and tliere is little doubt that by the aid of 
such natural Chronometers as Niagara Falls, and 9 ther means, we 
shall by and by be able to measure by centuriey'geological periods of 
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the length of which- at present we can form no distinct conception. 
Mr Lyell also describes “ the boulder formation on the border^ of 
Lakes Erie and Ontario, and in the valley of St Lawrence, as far 
down as Quebec. Marine shells were observed in this drift, in se- 
veral localities at Montreal, attaining a height probably exceeding 
600 feet above the level of the sea. Similar shells were found as 
far south as the western and eastern shores of Lake Champlain. 
They are all northern species, and imply a former colder climate. 
Hocks in contact with the d|^ift are smoothed and furrowed, as be- 
neath the drift in Northern Europe.’* — Scotsman. 

6. Gold Mines in Ireland. — ^Tlie origin of the discovery of gold 
(ill the county ol Wicklow) is variously told. Tradition attributes it 
to a schoolmaster, who, in consequence of his perpetually wandering 
about the adjacent streams, was considered by his neighbours to bo 
insane. He grew gradually rich, how^ever ; but at length the secret 
of liis wealth became known, and a similar mildness seized the whole 
population for many miles round the place where Nature had depo- 
sited lier treasure. It does not appear that gold was found in any 
quantity until the autumn of 1796, when “ a man crossing a brook 
found a piece in the stream, weighing about half an ounce.” The 
circumstance was noised abroad, and almost every river, stream, and 
rivulet, for miles round the spot, was thronged by eager searchers 
after wealth ; the news ran *Mke wildfirft through every district of the 
country. Young and old, of both sexes, from the bed-ridden to the 
babe that could scarcely crawl, were to be seen raking the gravel in 
the waters, or pulling away the clay from the hill sides, washing it, 
and peering into it for the “ sparkles of golden splendour.” Their 
search was not unsuccessful ; during the period which elapsed between 
its commencement and the occupation of the place by troops stationed 
there by Government — less than two months — it is conjectured that 
2600 ounces 't)f gold were collected by the peasantry, principally 
from the mud and sancj of Ballin^valley Stream, and disposed of for 
about L. 10, 000. — Mrs S. C. HalVs “ Ireland.'^ 

MINERALOGY. 

7. Large mass of Native Gold found in the Oural Mountains. 
— ^Humboldt lately ^nsmifted to the Academy of Sciences of Paris, 
a notice hy M. de J^scharoflf, an officer of the Russian Mines, re- 
garSing a mass of gold of large, size, recently found in the Oural. 
The largest' ma'ss of native goid, which had previously been found 
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in the«Oural Mountains, weighed ^bout 10 kilogrammes (24 Bus- 
sian pounds and 69 zolotnies = 10.117 kil.), or upwards of 22 lb. 
English and it is that of which tliero .is a plaster model in the 
Museum of Natural History at Paris, On the 7th November last, 
however, tliere was found in th^ same mountains a mass of native 
gold, weighing more than three times as much, viz. 36.025 kil. (2 
pouds, 7 Russian pounds, *and 92 zolotnies) = about 80 pounds 
English, The mines of Zarevo-Nicolaefsy and of Zarevo-Alexan- 
drofsy, situated in the alluvial auriferous deposits of Miass, on tho 
Asiatic side of the southern portion of the Oural, have already af- 
forded more than 6500 kilogrammes of gold. It was in this allu- 
vium that, in 1836, the large mass of 10 kil., and several others, 
of from 4 to 6-}^ kil. wore found at a depth of a few centimetresf 
under the surface. Subsequently to the year 1837, tho mines of 
Nicolaefsy and of Alexandrofsy seeming exhausted, new explorations 
were mado in the neighbourhood, and especially along the river 
Tachnou-Targanna. Great success attended the search for gold in 
that marshy plain, and tho whole valley had been searched except 
that part of it occupied by the building in wdiich tho washing ope- 
rations wore carried on. In 1842 it was resolved to remove the 
houses, whereupon sands were met with of immense richness, and 
lastly there was discovered under tho very corner of a building, and 
at a depth of three yards, the* enormous jnass of gold^ weighing 36 
kilogrammes. This mass is already placed in the collection of tho 
Corptf fhti Mines at St Petersburgli. According to the information 
given by ^M. do Humboldt, in tho third volume of MhExamcn critique 
d<i la Gcoijraphie du nouveau Continmty the mass of gold found in the 
Oural in 1826 was inferior in w^eight to that discovered in 1502 in 
the alluvium of th^ Island of Haiti, and inferior afso to that found in 
1821 in the United States, in the county of Cavarras, and described 
by M. Zuclilej’, a pupil of the Freyberg School of Mines. The mass 
found at Miass, fifteen years ago, weighs 10.117 kil. ; that of Ca- 
varras 12.600 kil.; that of Haiti* 14 to fS til.; but thoi mass of*** 
gold found irf November 1842 in beds of alluvium reposing on dio 7 
rite is more than twice the weight of the largest of these, as it 
weighs no less than 36 kilogrammes. Such has bdeYi t^e prodi- 
gious increase of the quantity .of gold obtained by washing in Rus*.^ 
sia, and especially in Siberia, to the east of the southern chain of 


♦ A French kilo(^amme = S.2Q64S lb. avoirduj^i**.— Ewt. 
1 A centimetre = 0^393708 IncheB.— Em?. 
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the Onral, that,. a<Scording to vofy accurate data, the total produce 
during the year 1842 amounted to 16,000 kilogrammes (970 pouds 

15,988 kil.) = upwards of 35,000 lb. English, of which Siberia 
alone, to the east of the Oural, furnished more than 7800 Ul. (479 
pouds = 7846 kil .). — V Institute Ko. 472. 

8. Fahlerz • containing Mercurg^ from Hungary. — Professor 
Zeuschner procured this remarkable Fahlerz during his geognostical 
tour in Hungary, and wished it to be analyzed, on account of its con- 
taining mercury. It occursiat Kotterbach, in the vicinity of Iglo, and 
is very probably the same compact Fahlerz, containing mercury, from. 
Poratsch, in Upper Hungary, which Klaproth analysed. The oro is 
only found in a massive state, and is frequently interspersed with cop- 
per pyrites, from which the portions destined for analysis were carefully 
purified. Hr. Solieldthauer performed the following three analyses 
of the oro in the laboratory of Professor H. Rose, but it was only in 
one of them that all the component parts wfere determined. In the 
second analysis, from particular cause.s, the whole amount of mercury 
could not bo obtained ; and in the third tho sulphur a^one was de- 
termined ; — 



1. 

II. 

III. 

Sand or grains of quartz, . 

. 2.73 

1.82 

1.87 

Antimony, 

. 18.48 

18.50 


Arsenic, . • „ • 

. 3.98 

4.10 

... 

Iron, .... 

. 4.90 

6.05 


^inc, .... 

. l.Ol 

1.02 


Copper, .... 

. 35.90 

35.87 

... 

Mercury, 

7.52 


... 

Sulphur, • • 

. 23.;i4 

•''3.70 

23.80 

Silver and lead. 

. traces. 



• 

97.8G 

b 



^Poggendorff^s Annalen^ 1843, No, 1, p. 161. 

M1SC£LLAXe6uS. 

0. Egyptian Bronze . — Egyptian bronze consists of copper and 
tin, and bccasionally a ‘small proportion of silver: For large 
tools, it was probably a mixture of tho two former metals only. 
This alloy, when first cast, would bo extremely brittle and hard, 
'but may have* been tem])ered, as tho Chinese now temper their 
bronze article^ vi^ by plunging them repeatedly into cold water 
whilst a red liliit. To this operation, perhaps, Homer alludes 
in*liis simile of on armourer’s forge, though it has been adduced 
to pL'ovc the use of iron ; but^tlie metal does not, at the later period 
of tKe Trojan war, seem to have been in general use. It evefi 
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then iseems to have been viewed as one of the prbeious motals, as 
Achilles proposed a ball of iron as one of the prizes to be awarded 
to4ho victor of the games instituted in honour of Fatroclus ; — offer-* 
ings ofiron implements were also made to the gods. 

With regard to the early use of bronze in preference to iron, wo 
cannot forbear transcribing some remarks from Robertson’s History 
of North America " Gold, silver, and copper, are found, in their 
perfect state,- in the clefts of rocks, in the sides of mountains, or the 
channels of rivers. They were accordiftgly first known and first ap- 
plied to use. But iron, the most serviceable of all metals, and to 
which man is most indebted, is never discovered in its perfect form ; 
its gross and stubborn ore must feel twice the force of fire, and go 
through two laborious processes before it becomes fit for use. Man 
was long acquainted with other metals before he acquired the art of 
fabricating iron.” ^ 

Several small articles of iron have been found in Egyptian tombs ; 
but though acquainted with it, they do not appear to have applied 
it to any practically useful purpose. 

In the British Museum are several chisels, saws, and other tools 
of bronze ; and the author has a fish-hook of the same material, 
found in a tomb, and also several pins of the latest modern imprSve- 
ment, namely, with solid heads. A small bronze knife, found at 
Thebes, was highly elastic, and the edge, after being buried at least 
2000 years, so perfect, that it was used for a penknife for several 
months after its exhumation. — The London Journal and Repertory 
of ArtSf Sciences, and Manufactures, No. exxv. No. 296. 

10. On the Production of the Guano of Commerce,— Tho Moro 
of Arica is situated close to the town, on the southt and is a bold pro- 
montory projecting towards the sea, its base being washed by the surf 
of the Pacific Ocean, and its summit being about 600 /eet above it. 
This Moro presents a precipice nearly perpendicular, with numerous 
cliffs or ledges, which during ages Rave bedh Occupied by qjyriads of" 
sea-fowl, called Garza by the Spaniards, but better known by the Peru- 
vian name. Guano,— a term which is also used bjkthe Indians for 
the dung of these birds. The front of the Moro of Arica is a most 
conspicuous and important object to mariners, who wish to call^ 
there ; for when vessels coming from the south; or windward, as it 
is there called, are allowed by those on board t^pass the port, the 
space gone over in a few hours may bo such as to require ijpveral 
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dajs to beat up again to the roadstead. But in consequence of 
Guanos neistling on the face of the Moro, it has a white appearailce, 
froiri the accumulation of their droppings, which, when recent and 
dry, as it always is in that locality, is of a grey-white colour, and 
serves both as a beacon to the navigator who approaches the place, 
and also as a magnificent object, when seen ‘under the rays of the set- 
ting sun. The dung of tho guano has been used for manure by 
the Peruvians, from time immemorial, and is highly prized by them, 
on account of its fertilizing* properties, which are very great. I 
have seen some of those inoffensive beings, who had come several 
hundred miles, having traversed ravines and tracks over all but 
impassable mountains, each one with his donkey or llama, for a 
quintal of guano, with which he had to march back again, trudging 
oh foot, and often rejoicing over his odorous cargo. The guanos 
were still to be seen in vast numbers on tho lyioro of Arica, during 
my first residence there in 1826, but not in such abundance as 
they were a few years prior to that period ; for during tho war for 
independence, Arica was several times attacked, both 1)y sea and 
land, when the cannonading had the effect of scaring tho gtianos 
from their haunts on theMoro. Since 1826, Arica has been much 
frequented by foreigners, some of whom often fired at, and other- 
wise annoyed theso birds, which now have all but totally abandoned 
that part of the Peruvian coast. The guanos have hitherto existed 
on the coast of the Peru, in numbers which would appear incredi- 
ble, except to those persons who have seen them. The greatest 
mass of guanos I ever saw was in 1836, at tho Chincha Isles, 
which are only barren [rocks in the Pacific Ocean, off Pisco, and 
about 100 miles south from Gallic. I saw the, birds through a 
glass from on board a vessel under easy sail, when tho rock appeared 
to be a living mass; for the guanos seemed to be contending among 
themselves for a resting-place. They live on fish, and are expert 
» fishers, foi^ which they ard beautifully formed by nature. The bill 
is three or four inches long, according to the age or size of tho bird, 
and it is about one inch broad at the extremity, much curved, and 
altogetfcer^ well* adapted for hooking up the food, which rarely 
escapes. The quantity of guano manure accumulated on the Peru- 
vian coast must have been very great, and may be estimated thus : 
Allo^ving the avera^number of these birds to be one million, which 
I consider is much ^within bounds, and that each guano has one 
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ounce droppings per day, we shall have not less than above thirty tons, 
and. deducting one-half of the above supposed quantity, for evapo- 
ration, an d other casualties, there will still be above hfteon tons of 
this valuable substance produce^ every day. From what has been 
observed as to the habits and numbers of the guano,. their frequent- 
ing promontories, declivities, and insulated rocks, it follows, that 
their excrements in certain localities must have accumulated to 
such an extent, as might induce those persons who may not have con- 
sidered tho subject, to expect that the guano is to bo had in un- 
limited quantity ; but for obvious reasons, that must bo a fallacious 
expectation. — Communicated by Dr Mathie Hamilton^ late of Peru, 
11. Viait of Columbus to Iceland^ in 1477, and his Conversations 
tlureiuith learned men, — Karl Wilhelmi, in his recently published 
work on the Northmen, has the following curious passage regarding 
Columbus : — “ The most remarkable, and tho most peculiar stitte 
founded by tho Northmen, was that in Iceland, as well on account 
of the particular northern mode of life which was there freely de- 
veloped to its fullest extent, and which preserved, unimpaired for cen- 
turies, its laws, language, eloquence, music, and poetry, as of the dis- 
covery of America, which was made from that country five huudrjjd 
years before Columbus. That immortal Genoeso himself sailed from 
England, in a ship from Bristal, in tho y^ar 1477, and visited the 
island of Iceland, where he was confirmed in his conviction of the 
existence of land in tho West, by the conversations ho carried on in 
the Latin language, with the Icelandic priests, and other learned 
men.” * In regard to this subject, Washington Irving, in his Life 
of Columbus, vol. i. p. 69, says, — While the design of attomptfn^ 
tho discovery in the West was maturing in the mind of Columbus, 
ho made a voyage to tho north of Europe. Of this we have no 
other memorial than the following passage, extracted* by his son 
from one of his letters : — ‘ In the year 1477,’ in February, I navi- 
gated one hundred leagues beyond Thule, the southern part (Jf whiqh 
is seventy-three^ degrees distant from the Equator, and not sixty- 
three, as some pretend ; neither is it situated within tho lino which 
includes the west of Ptolemy, bpt is much more westerly# The 


* Island, Hvitramannakind, Ord'tilandf md Viidand, Oder M NwrmUnner Leben 
auf Island und Gronland, und deren Fahrten nach AmeriM schon ilber 609 Jahro 
vor Columbus, Heidelberg, 1842. 
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English, jpvlncipally those of Bristol, go with their merchandize to 
this island, which is as largo as England. Wlien I was there the 
sea was not frozen, and the tides were so great, as to rise and fall 
twenty six fathoms.’* The island thus mentioned as Thule, is 
generally supposed to have been Iceland, which is far to the west of 
the Ultima Thule of the ancients, as laid down in the map of 
Ptolemy. Nothing^more is known of this voyage, in which we dis- 
cern indications of that ardent and impatient desire to break away 
from the limits of the Old World, and launch into the unknown 
regions of the ocean.” 

12. Ethnological Society . — ^We aro happy to announce the forma- 
tion in London of a society, which promises much for an important 
but hitherto much neglected branch of knowledge. The following 
Avas communicated to us by the Secretary : — 

It is submitted, that among the riumci'bus Litorary and Scien- 
tific Societies established in the British Metropolis, one is still want- 
ing to complete the circle of Scientific Institutions, whose sole ob- 
ject should bo the promotion and diffusion of the most important 
and interesting branch of knowledge, that of man, viz. Ethnology. 

f — “ That a now and useful Society might therefore be formed, 
under the name of ‘ The Ethnological Society.’ 

— “ That the interest excited by'ihis department of science is 
increasingly felt ; — that its advantages aro of the first importance 
to mankind in general, and paramount to the welfare of a mari- 
time nation like Great Britain, with its numerous and extensive 
Colonies and Foreign Possessions. 

— ‘‘ That although there is a great amount of Ethnological in- 
formation existing in Great Britain, yet it is 66 scattered and dis- 
persed, either in large books that are not generally accessible, or in 
tlio bureauif of the public department*^, or in the possession of pri- 
vate individuals, as tp b^e nearly unavailable to the public. 

“ Thb objects, then, of such a Society as is now suggested would 
•be— 

“ 1. To collect, register, and digest, and to print for the use of the 
ni^nfters and the public at large, in a cheap form, and at certain 
" intervals, such new; interesting and useful facts as the Society may 
have in its po&sesg^n, and may from time to time acquire. 


* Hist, del Alixnirante, q. 4. 
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2. To accumulato gradually a Museum illustrative of the varie- 
ties of mankind, and of the arts of uneivilized life — a Library of 
the best books on Ethnology — a selection of the best Voyages and 
Travels — a complete collection«of Dictionaries and Grammars bear- 
ing upon the subject — as well as all such documents and materials 
as may convey the best information to persons intending to vis* it 
Foreign Countries : it being of the greatest utility to those who are 
about to travel, to be aware of what Jias been already done, ami 
what is still wanting, in the countries which they may intend to 
visit. 

“ 3. To render pecuniary assistance, when tlie funds will permit, 
to such Travellers as may require it, in order to facilitate this parti- 
cular branch of their research. 

“ 4. To correspond with similar Societies that may be establi>hed 
ill different parts of the world, with Foreign Individuals ongageJl in 
Ethnological pursuits, and with the most intelligent British residents 
in the various remote Settlements of the Empire.’* 


THE GJIEAT COMET. 

To the Editor of the Times. 

Timss, March 21. 1843. 

Sir, — I wish to direct the attention of your astronomical readers 
to the fact, which I think hardly admits of a doubt, of a comet* of 
enormous magnitude being in the course of its progress through our 
system, and at present not far from its perihelion. Its tail, for such 
I cannot doubt it to be, wan conspicuously visible, h^h last night 
and the night before as a vivid lundnou» streak, commencing close 
beneath the stars kappa and lambda (x and K) Leporis, /ind thdlice 
stretching obliquely westwards and downwards between gamma and 
delta (y and S) Eridani, till lost in the vapours of the horizon. The 
direction of it, prolonged on ’a celestial globe, passes precisely, 
through the place of the sun in the ecliptic at tho present time, — a 
circumstance which appears conclusive as to its Mietic nature. 

As the portion of the tail, actually visible on Frjday evening, was 
fully 30 degrees in length, «and the^^ad mu^t have been beneath 
the horizon, which would add at least 26 degrees to the len^h* it is 
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evident that if really a comet, it is one of first-rate magnitude ; and 
if .it be not one, it is some phenomenon beyond the earth's attno- 
sphere of a nature even yet more remarkable. 

I have the honour to bo, Sir, 

‘Your obedient servant, 

J. V. W. Herschel. 

CoLLiNGWOOD, Match 19«A. 


F.S. Had there been any post last night, this communication 
would have been made a day earlier. 

8 P.M., ilurch 19. — The tail of the comet, for such it must now 
assuredly be, is again visible, though much obscured by haze, and 
holding very nearly the same position ! 


NEW PUBLICATIONS. 

The following publications have been received : — 

1. Essai sur Ics Glaciers et sur Ic terrain Erratique du Basin du 
Bhonc, par Jean do Charpenticr. One volume 8vo, pp. 363. With 
Maps and Plates. ^1841. Ft'om the Author, This valuable work is already 
well known in Britain^ through the medium of this Joiirnal and the writings 
of our geologists. 

2. The Year-Book of Facts in Science and Art, exhibiting the most 
important discoveries and improvements of the past year. 12ino pp. 
283. W^ith numerous Engravings. London, Tilt and Bogue. 1843. 
From the Publisher. 

3. Travels in New Zealand ; with Contributions to the Geography, 
Geology, Botany, and Natural History of that country ; by Ernest 
Dicffcnbhch, M.D., late Naturalist to ’the New Zealand Company. In 

‘ Two volumes 8vo. , London, Jolin Murray, Albemarle Street. 1843. 
From John Muin'ag,^sq,, Albemarle Street ^ London. To time who wish 
to become acqiiaintetf ujith this interesting countrg in a statistical^ commercial j 
af(d nfMuraUhistorioal point of wVw, we particularly recommend this valuable 
uorK 
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4« Explication de la Carte Geologique de la France* redi'gee sous la 
direction de M. Brocliant dc Yilliers, Ii^specteur-Oenerardes Mines. 
Par M.M. Dufrcnoy et Elic de Beaumont, Ingenieurs cn cbef des mines. 
Public in 1841 ; par ordre de M. Teste, ministre des travaux publics. 
Tome Premiere. Quarto, pp. d!25. With a large coloured Geological 
Map of France, and numcreus illustrative cuts. Paris. * Imprimerie Royal. 
1841. From the Authors, This first volume of a national work, which niay 
he termed the Gtoynosy of France, is rich in important facts and generali- 
zations, • 

6, Geological Report on Londonderry, and parts of Tyrone and Fer^ 
managh ; by J. E. Portloclc, F.R.S., &c, &c,, Captain of the Ro^^al En- 
gineers conducting the Geological Branch of the Ordnance Survey of 
Ireland. One Volume 8vo. pp. 784. With a Geological Map, and nu- 
merous tinted Geological Sections. Dublin, Hodges and Smith, College 
Green ; London, Longman, Brown, Green and Longmans. 1843. From 
the Hoard of Ordnance. 

•' m , , • 

6. Rapport sur uii Memoirc dc M. A. Bravais rclatif aux Lignes d'An- 
cien niveau de la incr dans le Fintnark. CommissaireSf ^I.M. Biot, &c., 
Elic dc Bcguniont rapporteur. 2to. From the Author, 

7. The American Journal of Science and Arts ; conducted by Professor 
Silliman and Benjamin Silliinun jun. Up to January 1843. From the 
Editors, 

8. Annjileii der Pliyslk und Cliemie. Herausgegeben zu Berlin,* Von 
J. C. Poggendorf. Received qp to No. I. 1043. From the Editor. 

9. Journal of the Asiatic Society of Beifgal ; edited by the Secretary. 
From the Editors, 

10. Bibliotliequc Univcrsclle de Geneve. Received up to No. 84. 18th. 
January 1843. 

11. Interment and Disinterment ; or a further Exposition of the Prac- 
tices pursued in the Metropolitan places of Sepulture, and the ReshlCs as 
affecting the Healtii of the Living ; by G. A. Walkbr, Surgeon, London. 
Longman and Company. 1843. From the Author, 

12. Explanation of Gravity, or the Great Power causi/ig Gravitation, 
Form, and Motion. Glasgovf. From the Author, 

13. Proceedings of the Academy ef Natural Sciences of Philadclphiai. 

From the Aeademg, < 

14. Physic*al, Chemical, and Geological Rcscarclies on the Internal 
Heat of the Globe ; by Gustav Bischof, L.L.D., Professor of Clicmistry 
and Technology in the University of Bonn. 8vo. pp. 3l6. .Longman, 
Orme, Brown, Green and Longjnan, London. This A'cellent volume, Um 
standard work on the subjects enumerated on the Vtle ^agi , wilt h found 
equally acceptable to the geologist and natural philosop^^ No geological lib/arg 
ought to he vithout it, 

15. Vollstandiges Handb^ch dcr Mtneralogie ; von Au^st Breithaupt« 
Second Volume, 8vo. pp. 406. DresdAi qpd Lbipzig. 1841*.^ the 
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Avdhor. Aii original and valmhle imk. We much regret the deku/ in 
litlui^ the remaining volumet. ■ ^ 

16. Bapport sni les Poissons Fossiles et I'Osteologie da Genre Brochet 
on Esox ; par L. Agassiz. NeucUtel 1842. 2to. From the Author. 

17. Recit d’unc Course faite aux Glaciers en Hiver ; par M.M. Agas- 
siz et £. Dcsor. 1842. Frm the AtUhort. 

18. Remarques sur deux Points de la Thcoric des Glaciers ; par M. 
Elie de Beaumont. 1842. From the Author. 

19. Description of an extinct Lacertine Reprile, Rhynchosaurus Art!- 
ceps (Owen) ; by Richard Owen, F.R.S., G.S., &c. Hunterian Professor 
in the Royal College of Surgeons. 1843. From the Author, 

20. Bulletin de la Societe Imperiale des Naturalistes de Moscow. An- 
nee, 1842. N. iii. Moscow, 1842. From the Societe Imperiale dee Natii- 
rdlistct d-i Motcoiv. Qvo, 

21. Aper 9 u General dc la Structure Geolo|pque des Alpes ; par M. 
Studer. Mars, 1842. From the Author, 

22. Elements of Electro-Metallurgy ; by Alfred Smec, Esq., F.R.S. 
No. viii., which completes the work. From the Author. 

23. The Climate of the South of Devon, and its Influence upon Health. 
With a Geological Map ; by Thomas Shapter, M.D. Small 8vo. John 
Churchill, London. Frotn the Author. In preparing thie interceting little 
volume, our former pupil, Dr Shapter, hat had in view toiUmtrate the Medi- 
eal Topography of the South of Devon, in a manner timilar to that in whkh 
Dr Forbes has treated of the Land's-End, und Drs Carrick and Symonds of 
Bristol and Clifton, The author has bestowed much pains in deducing the 
averages of elimte from the best registers to which he had access, and in the 
preparation of his Tables of the Statistics of Life and Disease. The Geology 
of South Devoti forms a useful chapter of the work, 

24. LTnstitut, Journal Universel des Sciences. Paris. Received up 
to March 2d. 1843. From the Editor. 

23. Bibliotheque Zoolo^que et Paleonlologique. Folio. Neuchitel ; 
par L' Agassiz. From the Author. 

26. Bulletin* de la Societe Gcologique de France, up to November 
1842. From the Society. " 

' 27« Gomptes Rendus des Stances de 1’ Academic des Sciences. Up 

to the end of 1842. From tha Academy. 
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List of Patents for Inventions granted for Scotland from 23d 
December 1842 to 22d March 1843, inclusive, * 


1. To Robert Wilson, manager at the works of Messrs Nasmyths, 
Gaskell, & Co,, Fatricroft, near ManchelStcr, in the county of Lancaster, 
engineer, certain improvements in the construction of locomotive and 
other steam engines.’* — 27th December 2842. 

2. To Gabriel Hippolyte Moreau of Leicester Square, in the county 
of Middlesex, gentleman, certain improvements in propelling vessels." 
-^27th December 1842. 

3. To James Morr^ of Catcaton Street, in the city of London^ mer- 
chant, being a communication from abroad, improvements in locomotive 
and other steam engines.*’ — 27th December 1842. 

4. To Henry Samuel Rush of Sloane Street, in the county of Middle- 
sex, mechanic, improvements in apparatus for containing matches for 
obtaining instantjineous light.” — ^29th December 1842. 

5. To John Rand of Howland Street, Fitzroy Square, in the^county 
of Middlesex, artist, improvements in making and closing metallic col- 
lapsable vessels.’’ — 29th December 1842. 

6. To Henry Beaumont Lekson of Greenwich, in the county of Kent, 

doctor of medicine, improvements in the art of depositing and manufac- 
turing metals and metal articles by electro-galvanic agency, and in the 
apparatus connected therewith.” — 30th December 1842. , ^ 

7. To Robert«Logan of Blackheath, in the co^ty of Kent, Esquire, 

improvements in obtaining and preparing the fibres and other products 

of the cocoa nut, and its husks.*’— r9th January 1843. ^ 

• 

8. To Charles Hancock of Grosvenor Place, in the county of Middle- 

sex, artist, certain improvements m printing cotton, silk, #roollen, anti 
other fabridb.’* — 11th January 1843. ' 

9. To James Gardner of Banbury, in the county of Oxford, ironmonger, 

improvements in cutting hay^ straw, and other v^etalile mptters for the 

food of animals.** — 11th January 1843. • • 

10. To John Stephen BouRLiERof Shhrbom^trceb Blandford Square, 
in the county of Middlesex, engineer, being a ccAni unication from abroad,^ 

certain improvements in machinery used in* printing calicpes^ silk'f, 
paper-hangings, and other fabrics,*'^j2th January 18419. 
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11. .To Wilton Geoboe Turner of Gateshead^ in the county of 
Durham^ doctor in philosophy^ "improvements in the manj|j|pture’ of 
alum-." — 12th January 1843. 

12. To William Wood of Holbom^ in the county of Middlesex, car- 
pct-manufacturcr, " a new mode of weaving, carpeting, and other figured 
fabrics.’* — 13th January 1843. 

13. To Matthew Greqson of Toxtcth Park, Liverpool, in the county 
of Lancaster, Esquire, being a communication from abroad, " an invention 
or improvement applicable to tSe sawing or cutting of veneers.** — 16th 
January 1843. 

c 

14. To Samuel Hall of Basford, in the county of Nottingham, civil 
engineer, " improvements in the combustion of fuel and smoke.” — 18th 
January 1843. 

15. To Joseph Beaman of Smethwick, in the parish of Ilarbome, in 
the cqunty of Staffbrd, iron-master, an improvement in the manufacture 
of malleable iron.’* — 18th January 1843. 

16. To Alexander Johnston of Hillhouse, in the county of Edin- 
burgh, Esquire, " improvements on carriages, which raoy also be applied 
to ships, boats, and other purposes where locomotion is required.'* — 20th 
January 1843. 

1 7 ^lo John Thomas Betts of Smithfield Bars, in the city of London, 
gentleman, being a communication from abrr>ad, " improvements in cover-^ 
ing and stopping necks of bottles and other vessels.** — 23d January 1843. 

18. To Thomas Thompson of Coventry, in tho county of Warwick, 
Tt'caver and machinist, certain improvements in weaving figured fabrics.” 
23d January 1843. 

19* To Julian Edward Disbrowe Rodgers of Upper libnrv Street, 
in tho county of Middlesex, chemist, " certain improvements in the se- 
paration of sulphur from various mineral substances.** — 25th January 
1843. 

20. To George Benjamin Thorne ycroft of Wolverhampton, iron- 
master, " improvements in furnaces ifled for the manufacture of iron and 
in the iiiodo of pianufacturing iron.** — 1st February 1843. 

21. To James Boydell Junior of Oak Farm Works, near Dudley, in 
tho county of Stafford, iron-master, " improyemonts in the manufacture of 
metals for edge-tool^ ” — 1st February 1843. 

22. To James Clark, do wer-loom cloth manufacturer in Glasgow, "an 
improved mode of mi^^acturing certain descriptions of cloths.** — 2d 
February 1843. 

23. To Tavfrn.eH John MiLLif of Hill-Bank Stroe4 Westminster, 
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oiL«merchant| improvements in apparatus for supporting a perspn in* bed 
or when reclining.*’ — 13th February 1843*. 

24. To Samuel Kirk of Stalybridge, in the county of Lancastcr/cotton- 
spinner, ** certain improvements in machinery, Or apparatus for preparing 
cotton and other hbrous substances for spinning.” — 13th February 1843. 

25. To Charles TiiifTCHEii of Midsorner Norton, in the county of So- 
merset, brewer, and Thomas Thatcher, of Kilracrsdon, in the said county, 
builder, “ certain improvements in drags or breaks to be applied to the 
wheels of carriages generally.” — 2 2d I^bruary 1843. 

26. To John Craig of Stanhope Street, in the county of Middlesex, 
gentleman, being a communication fr^m abroad, " certain improvements 
in machines or apparatus for weighing.** — 28th February 1843. 

27. To Fdward Bell of the College of Civil Engineers, Putne^% in the 
county of Surrey, Professor of Practical Mechanics, improvements in ap- 
plying heat in the manufacture of artificial fuel, which improvements are 
applicable to the preparation of asphaltc, and for otlier purposes.** — 2d 
March 1843. 

28. To George Bell of tlie city of Dublin, in that part of tho United 
Kingdom called Ireland, merchant, '' certain improved machines which fa- 
cilitate tho drying of malt, com, and seeds ; also tho bolting, dressing, and 
separating of flour, meal, and all other substances rccpiiring to b(^ sifted.” 
—2d March 1843. 

21). To James Bullottgu* of Blackburn, in tho county of Lancaster, 
overlooker, “ certain improvements in the construction of looms for \veav- 
ing, and also in possession of certain improvements in the same which 
have been a communication from abroad." — 4th March 1843. 

30. To John Thomas Betts of Smithfield Bars, in tho county of Middle- 
sex, gentleman, being a communication from abroad, improvTuuents 
in the manufacture of metal covers for bottles, a^d certain other vessels, 
and in the manufacture of shoot-metal for such purposes.” — 7th March 
1843. 

• % 

31. To Jules Le Jeune of North Place, •Regent's Park, in tho county 
of Middlesex, engineer, “ improvements in*accelerating comJ)ustion, wh^ch 
improvements may be applied in place of the blowing machines now in 
use.” — 7 th Miirch 1843. 

32. To Thomas Howard of Hyde, in tho county bf Chcsliiro, manu- 
fiicturer, certain improvements in machinery for preparing and spinuing 
cotton, wool, flax, silk, and similar fibrous materials.” — lltli March 1843. 

33. To Charles Payne of South Lambeth) tho county of ^Surrey^ 
chemist, “ improvements in preserving vegetable matters d^etallic 
and earthy solutions are^ployed^ — 13th March 1843. 
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34. To William Lonomaid of Plymouth, accountant, ** iniproTenionti 
in treating ores and other minerals, and in obtaining various product! 
therefrom, certain parts of which improvements are applicable to the ma 
nufacture of alkali.’’— 13th March 1843. 

35. To William Baekcr of Manchester, in the county of Lancaator, 
mill*wright, certain improvements in tho co'ibtiuction of metallic pia 
tons.”— 16tli March 1843. 

36. To Joseph WiiirwoRTn of Manchester, in the county of Lancaster, 
engineer, certain improsements in machinery, or appaialus foi cleanin'’ 
ovls, and which machinery is also applicable to other similai purposes” 
-22d March 1843. 
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Alford, in Aberdeenshire, meteorological observations made there, 
by Dr Farquharson, 169 and #3 67. 

Alps of Dauphin^, observations on, 165. 

Amphodclitc, account of, 181. 

Anderson, Dr Thomas, his analysis of caporcianite and pLakolite, 21. 

Andesinc, analysis of, 181. 

Ants, ancient fable of, producing gold, 190. 

Applcgarth Manse,^ in Dumfriesshire, meteorological obse|^vations 
made there, by Dr Dunbar, 161 and 368. 

Arquerite, analysis of, 181. 

• 

Beaches, raised, near St Andrews, described by R. Chambers, Esq., 
298. 

Beaumont, Elie de, remarks on two points in the theory of glaciers, 

110 . 

, on the slopes of the uppdir limit of the erratic zone, and 

on their comparison with the slopes of glaciers and of river 
courses, 115. • 

■ ■■■■, on the former low temperature of European winters, 177. 

Bamlite, analysis of, 182. 

Blom, Gustav ^Peter, member of the Royal Academy of Sciences of 
Drontheim, on the rein-deer of Lapland, 352. 

Bradford, M., on the history and origin of the red^ace, 155. 

Bromide of silver in Mexico, 182. 

Bromide of silver in Chili, 182. 

Bronze, Egyptian, 388. 

Calstron-baryte, account of, 183. 

Calcareous rocks pierced by helices, 186, 

(yhalk fossils, account of, by.M. Ehrenberg^ 256. 

Chambers, R., Esq., F.R.S.E., on raised W^hes in the neighbour- 
hood of St Andrews, 298. 

Chimpanzee, account of, by M.^rolik, 3^7* 

Chinese, their natural historical writings noticed, 153 
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Cliristisoii, Dr, on 'the Asham and Chinese tea-plants, 176 — on the, 
action of^ water on lead, 163. 

Climate of Malta, 382. ^ 

Columbus, his visit to Iceland in the year 1477, 391. 

Comet, great, notice of, 393. 

Coral islands, account of, by Messrs Darwin and Maclaren, 33, 47. 

Craigie, William, meteorological register in Canada, 373, 

Daiibcny, Professor, his biography of Dccandolle, 197. 

Davy, Dr John, on the property of transmitting light possessed by 
charcoal and plumbago, 378 ; and on the climate of Malta, 382. 

Dead Sea, its depression below the level of the Mediterranean, 178. 

DecandoUc, Professor, his biography, 197. 

Diamond, on the residuum of its combustion, 187 — on its formation, 

317. 

Diorama, a portable one, described by George Tait, Esq., 275. 

Doyere, M., his experiments on the revivification of animalstof the 
types Tardigrada and Rotifera, 26. 

JCarthquakes, notices of, especially as they occur in Scotland, by 
David Milne, Esq., F.R.S.E., 86 — earthquakes in British In- 
dia, by Lieut. R. B. Smitb, Bengal Engineers, 107. 

Ehrenberg, Professor, on tho fossils of tho chalk- formation, 256. 

Elaps Janiesoni, a new species of serpent, described by Dr Traill, 
63. 

Ethnological Society of London, its formation, 392, 

Euclase, its discovery in^ Connecticut, North America, 183. 

Explosion, great, at Dover, described, 337. 

Eahlerz containing mercury, from Hungary, 388. 

Farquharson, Dr, his meteorological t^,ble for 1842, 159. 

Fleming, John, D.D., Professor of Natural Philosophy, King's Col- 
lege, Aberdeen, on the expediency of forming harbours of re- 
fuge on the ea<^t coast of Scotland, between the Moray Firth 
and the Firth of Forth, 306. 

Flint, contains potash and lime, 180. 

Flowers, on the preservation of, 191. 

Forbes, Professor, his fourth letter to Professor Jameson on the 
glacier theory. 1. 

■ ■ historical remarks on the first discovery of the real 

stracture of glaciers, 133. 
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Forbes, Professor, on the effect of snow in apparently increasing the 
. ' force of solar radiation, 170. 

, , ■ — on the movement and structure of the Mer de Crlace 

of Chamouiii, J380. 

Galbraith, Wm., A.M., pn the English of the \neridian, 263. 
Geokronite, new locality of, 183.* 

Geological chronometer, 386. 

Glaciers, on tlie structure, formation, alid movement of, by Dr James 
Stark, 171 — on the glacier theory, 1; and the discovery of 
the structure of glaciers, by Pi’ofessor Forbes, 133 — on some 
phenomena of glaciers, by Sir John Ilerschol, 14. 

Gold-mines in Ireland, 386. 

Gold, large mass found in the Ourals, 386. 

Granite, its cutting and polishing, as effected at Aberdeen, by Ml^ssrs 
Macdonald and Leslie, described, 341. 

Greenock i to, account of, 1&3. 

Grooved and polished surfaces at the contact of ancient secondary 
strata, by Professor Rogers, 178. 

GuaiTo of commerce. Dr Mathie Hamilton’s account of it, 389.« 

Hamilton, Mathie, M.D., pn the Llama, Alpaca, Guanaco, and 
Vicuna, 286. 

Harbours of refuge on the east coast of Scotland, by John Fleming, 
D.D., 306. 

Hclicu'* pierce calcareous rocks, -186. 

Herscliel, new comet discovered by, 393, 

Holy Land, licigljts of mountains in, determined barometrically, by 
M. Russegger, 179. 

Humboldt, Baron, on the heights of continents, 326. * 

his Fragmens Asiatiqugs, aqnouhged, 179. 

Ignis Fatuus observed near Bologna, 383. 

Isinglass, Indian, remarks on, 189. 

Khiva, variation of temperature during Russian exp^itioa to, 380. 

Lapis Lazuli, nature of its blue colour, 183. . • 

Llama, Alpaca, Guanaco, and Vicuna, des(^ed*by Dr Mathie 
Hamilton, 286. 

Mcr de Glace of Ghamoufii, Professor Forbos on its movement and 
• ’ structure, 380. 

Meteorological Tables, 161t 364. 

Milne^ David, EsqL* F,E,l3jk.,«ii£artI|q[uake^5. 
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M(ine»*l}a?i(l> Esq., F.B.S.E., on the geology of BobcBurghshire, 370. 

Patents^ list of, 194, 397. * 

Paul, B. D., his meteorological tables, 364, 370. 

Pennine, its chemical composition, 184; 

Potzholdt, Alexander, Dr, on (ho formation pf tlie diamond of, 

Physiognomy of a country as connected with the character of it 
habitants, 359. 

Platina in the auriferous sand V)f the Bhone, 184. 

Publications, New, 192, 394. 

r* 

Bein-doer of Lapland, account of, by Gustav Peter Blom, 332. 

Royal Society, Proceedings of, 163, 374. 

Riisseggcr, M., on heights of mountains, determined by the barometer, 
in the Holy Land, 179. 

Russell, J. Scott, Esq., F.R.S.E., his description of a marine sali- 
nometer, 278. 

Salinometer, marine, for the purpose of indicating the 'density of 
biiiie in the boilers of marine steam-engines, with two plates, 
by John Scott Russell, Esq., F.B.S.E., 278. 

Sang, Edward, Esq., his observations on a method of registering the 
force actually transmittfd through u driving-belt, 261. 

Scientific Intelligence, 177, 380. 

^teffens. Professor, midniglit scene on the ocean, and scene in Nor- 
way, 362, 363. 

Ti*ail],i T. S., Professor, the sale of his collection of minerals an- 
nounced, 180. « 

c. 

— on the establishment at Aberdeen for the cutting and po- 
lishing of. the granites of Poterhead and Aberdeen, 341. 

Turf or Peat, on the transformations produced in it by the essence of 
turpentine, 190. 

Villarsito, account of, 184. 

Vrolik, M., hi^^ ^’omarks on the comparative anatomy of the Cliim- 
paUzee, 3l7. 

Wernerian Society, Proceedings of, 176, 379. 

Wilson, James, i)sq^ on the Tetrao Mcdiivt, 374. 

Xenhlitt, account of, 185. 

Younjx.'Mr A., on the gro.vth of the salmon, 375. 
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